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[bookmark: Cotswold_District_Council][bookmark: Have_your_say_in_our_Local_Plan_Regulati]FORM 9: EDUCATION INFRASTRUCTURE & SCHOOL TRAVEL 
Have your say in our Local Plan Regulation 19 consultation - Have your say: Regulation 19 Consultation
[bookmark: Instructions]Instructions

 	Write as clearly as you can— these forms might be scanned
[image: ] 	We cannot accept anonymous comments

[bookmark: Personal_data][bookmark: First_name(s)_(optional)]First name(s)



[bookmark: Last_name_(optional)]Last name



[bookmark: Email_address_(optional)]Postal address



Postcode



Email address (optional)



Personal data
We will submit your input to Cotswold District Council's online participation platform. Please note that we will publish and share your name and your representation with all interested parties in relation to the relevant consultation document. Contact details such as postal address, email address and telephone number will be redacted and will not be shared or published. Please see the Council’s Privacy Notice for further details: https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/support/privacy-and-data/service-privacy-notices/local-plan-making-consultation-privacy-notice/
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[bookmark: Section_A:_Have_your_say_in_our_Local_Pl]Section A: Have your say in our Local Plan Regulation 19 consultation
The purpose of this consultation is to gain your feedback on the soundness and legal compliance of our Local Plan.
Please note: each survey entry should comment on one aspect of the plan. If you would like to comment on more than one aspect of the Local Plan, you will need to complete a separate survey for each topic.


1. [bookmark: 1.Are_you_responding_to_this_question_as]Are you responding to this question as a private individual, or on someone else's behalf?
*Only choose one option.
A) [image: ]I am responding as myself
B) [image: ]I am responding on behalf of another person
If you answered A for Question 1, go to Section C next. If you answered B for Question 1, go to Section B next.
[bookmark: Section_B]Section B

2. [bookmark: 2.Please_provide_the_name_of_the_person_]Please provide the name of the person on who's behalf you are commenting



3. [bookmark: 3.Please_provide_the_organisation_of_the]Please provide the organisation of the person on who's behalf you are commenting


[bookmark: Section_C]Section C

4. [bookmark: 4.To_which_part_of_the_Local_Plan_does_y]To which part of the Local Plan does your comment relate?
Please provide the chapter, map, policy number or appendix and the page number on which it is located.


Chapter: Chapter 7 (North Cotswold Area Strategy)
Policy Number: Core Policy 4 (Mickleton Settlement Strategy), Core Policy 19 (North Cotswold Area Strategy), & Core Policy 20 (North Cotswold Strategic Infrastructure Delivery)
Map / Appendix: Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) — Education Section & Settlement Role and Function Study

5. [bookmark: 5.Do_you_consider_the_Local_Plan_is_lega]Do you consider the Local Plan is legally compliant and sound?
If you would like to comment on more than one aspect of the Local Plan, you will need to complete a separate survey (Sections C to E) for each topic.

*Only choose one option.
A) [image: ]Yes
B) [image: ]No

[bookmark: Section_D]Section D

6. [bookmark: 6.Please_give_details_of_why_you_conside]Please give details of why you consider the Local Plan is/is not legally compliant or sound. (optional)
If you would like to comment on more than one aspect of the Local Plan, you will need to complete a separate survey (Sections C to E) for each topic 
"Please CIRCLE the point(s) below that matter most to you and ADD AT LEAST ONE SENTENCE IN YOUR OWN WORDS about how this affects your family/property.

I object to the housing allocations for Mickleton in Chapter 7 (Core Policy 19). Shifting the allocation from a non-strategic baseline of 439 dwellings to an unprecedented 1,387 total dwellings (including a 1,238-dwelling strategic extension and 149 units across non-strategic sites MK2B, MK2C, MK7, and MK11A) represents an unsustainable 145% expansion of the village's existing housing stock (954 homes). This level of growth completely alters the settlement pattern, making the plan fundamentally unsound under NPPF Paragraph 35 as it is neither 'Justified' by proportionate evidence nor 'Effective' and deliverable over the plan period. Deficit at Mickleton Primary School & Land Assembly Failure
The plan’s educational mitigation framework is structurally undeliverable:
· Immediate Capacity Crunch: Mickleton Primary School operates at 96% capacity (203 pupils enrolled out of a statutory capacity of 210), leaving a surplus of only 7 available seats.
· The Non-Strategic Application Surge: Speculative applications are progressing ahead of strategic infrastructure, including Newland Homes (95 dwellings at Tops Garden Centre; Ref: 25/03351/OUT) and Catesby Estates (170 dwellings at Broadway Road; Ref: 25/04010/OUT). These 265 homes will generate an immediate primary pupil demand that completely swamps the 7 remaining places, causing an instant local education deficit.
· The Multi-Landowner Funding Block: The proposed on-site primary school requires £9 million to fund. However, the strategic land allocation involves 8 separate local landowners. Because Section 106 funding and land transfers are split across multiple competing interests, there is no single, unified legal mechanism in the plan to guarantee the land will be pooled or delivered in sequence. Housebuilding will occur immediately, while the infrastructure remains legally deadlocked in multi-party land negotiations.
1. Secondary Capacity Deficit, Transport Void & Statutory Liability
The plan's fallback strategy assumes that secondary-age pupils can be continuously absorbed by Chipping Campden School. This assumption is mathematically and logistically unviable:
· Zero Surplus Seats: Chipping Campden School is running at 100% capacity (1,475 pupils) and is heavily oversubscribed within its own catchment. The site faces extreme physical boundaries on Cider Mill Lane and a narrow one-way gyratory gridlocked by 16 school coaches daily. The council has no costed or highway-approved plans to physically expand this facility.
· The Phasing Catch-22: The council relies on a proposed new 6-Form Entry secondary school at Moreton-in-Marsh to absorb southern pupils and free up 450 to 500 places at Chipping Campden. However, the Moreton school faces a delivery horizon extending well past 2030–2037 due to complex land assembly and funding requirements. This leaves an unmitigated 5-to-10-year gap where new Mickleton secondary students will have no local school places.
· The Public Transport Funding Black Hole: Moreton-in-Marsh sits 9 to 10 miles away from Mickleton. The Settlement Role and Function Study confirms that regular bus services are highly infrequent, with zero services to the nearest railway station at Honeybourne. The Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) leaves the financial line items for Mickleton bus improvements completely empty, providing no ring-fenced developer transport subsidies or capital commitments. Relying on the volunteer-led Hedgehog community bus to manage strategic daily school travel is an unevidenced and unviable planning assumption.
· Triggering of Taxpayer Liability: Under Section 508B of the Education Act 1996, Gloucestershire County Council has a statutory duty to provide free home-to-school transport for secondary pupils living over 3 miles from their nearest available school. By allocating housing where the local school is full and public transit is absent, the plan structurally forces car dependency and creates an uncosted, long-distance home-to-school transport liability for the taxpayer.
[Please add your personal comments here e.g. concerns about provision of primary school places, secondary school places, how your children will get to school, safe travel, public travel services) 








[bookmark: Section_E]Section E

7. [bookmark: 7.Please_set_out_the_modification(s)_you]Please set out the modification(s) you consider necessary to make the Local Plan legally compliant and sound, in respect of any legal compliance or soundness matters you have identified. (optional)
Please note, in your representation you should provide succinctly all the evidence and information necessary to support your representation and your suggested modification(s). You should not assume that you will have a further opportunity to make submissions. After this stage, further submissions may only be made if invited by the Inspector, based on the matters and issues they identify for examination.

To render Chapter 7 sound and effective under the NPPF, I request the following modifications:

1. Deletion of Allocations: Total deletion of the proposed strategic housing allocation to the north and west of Mickleton, alongside the complete deletion of the 149 non-strategic home allocations (MK2B, MK2C, MK7, MK11A).
2. Alternative Cap on Housing Targets: Alternatively, legally cap the maximum housing growth at the original baseline of 439 units, realigned to match the strictly verified capacity of the existing local school network.
3. Grampian Infrastructure Phasing Conditions: Introduce a strict phasing policy stating that no housing occupations in Mickleton can proceed until the land assembly involving all 8 landowners is legally secured under a single, unified agreement, and a permanent, commercially funded public bus network connecting Mickleton to Moreton-in-Marsh is fully operational.




8. [bookmark: 8.If_your_representation_is_seeking_a_mo]If your representation is seeking a modification to the plan, do you consider it necessary to participate in examination hearing session(s)? (optional)
*Only choose one option.
A) [image: ]Yes
B) [image: ]No

9. [bookmark: 9.If_you_wish_to_participate_in_the_hear]If you wish to participate in the hearing session(s), please outline why you consider this to be necessary (optional)








Disclaimer: This template has been prepared by local volunteers in good faith using publicly available draft council data and community observations to assist residents in formatting their representations. The official Cotswold District Local Plan consultation documents are available for residents to view via the council's planning portal.


APPENDIX: LOCAL PLAN DATA ENQUIRY SUMMARY 
 
Provided to help the Planning Policy Team file this comment correctly 
 
To the Data Entry Team: 
To ensure this public comment is recorded accurately in the consultation index, the Council's data entry team is respectfully asked to log this submission across all the connected areas of the Local Plan written by the resident on page 2 (Section C, Point 4). 
 
Our community templates have been put together to address the real-world way that local planning issues overlap. Depending on the specific topic being raised, an individual form may reference multiple separate 
chapters and several separate policies at the same time from anywhere across the entire Local Plan index. 
 
To ensure the full context of this objection is preserved within the Council's final index, the submission needs to be recorded under the details written in Section C, which span across: 
 
1. Multiple Strategy Chapters: Connecting regional targets and strategy areas across more than one section of the plan. 
2. Multiple Distinct Policies: Linking specific site development rules directly with policies protecting the community—including but not restricted to the Natural Environment, Built Heritage, Water Management, Infrastructure Delivery, Economy, Transport, and Climate Sustainability. 
3. Local Map and Figure Reference Lines: Binding the comments directly to local site frameworks, framework maps, and inset figures. 
 
Processing Note for the Planning Department: 
The resident has linked these distinct layers together because village infrastructure constraints, site deliverability, and plan soundness are naturally dependent on one another. 
 
If the Council's online database has been set up to use a single dropdown choice—thereby preventing the system from entering multiple chapters and policies for a single form—this physical paper document stands as the true, full record of the resident's submission. In line with standard public consultation guidelines, this page is an integral part of the form and is designed to remain permanently attached to the bundle to be scanned into the system in full.  
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