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Welcome Back!
L E T ' S  G E T  G A R D E N I N G !

Viles Arboretum is delighted to welcome back so many of our returning community
gardeners, as well as a large crop of new gardeners. We hope you find refuge and beauty
in our gardening space. This year, we hope to put more emphasis on the "community" in
Community Garden. With this in mind, we have a series of dates for community
meetings, information sessions, and important deadlines for you to jot down. 

We are all so excited to see what this growing season has in store, and we need your help
to make our community as positive, enriching, and welcoming as it can be. Happy
Gardening!



Important Dates
Garden Orientation
Saturday, April 30th, 10AM in
the Visitor's Center
Viles staff and garden volunteers will be
available to discuss the Garden, answer
questions, and give an overview of upcoming
events. Come meet your fellow gardeners!

Plant Sale
May 21st, 9AM - Noon
Looking for seedlings? Or maybe some
perennials for your garden at home? Get
everything you need at our second annual
plant sale and volunteer day! The plant sale
will serve as a fundraiser to benefit both Viles
Arboretum and the Kennebec Valley Garden
Club. Why drive around looking for plants,
when you can buy them on-site, while also
helping out your local community?
Sat., May 21, 9am - Noon, in front of the
Visitor’s Center.

June Garden Check-In
Saturday, June 4th

Your plot is at least partially planted and
we see evidence that you have been
working on it.
Weeds are under control (i.e., more
cultivated plants than weeds)

The first Sunday in June is the date of our
annual IS-YOUR-PLOT-PLANTED CHECK-IN.  
We’re checking for just two things.

Volunteers will be checking that you’ve been
working in your plot this season: i.e., seeds
planted or starter plants in place; weeds
under control. Perfection is not required, but
evidence of gardening activity is. No one
wants weed seeds blowing onto another
gardener’s plot. If your plot is a sea of weeds,
your success will be limited. Plots that are not
planted by June 5th will be considered
abandoned and volunteers will be in contact
to either schedule a follow up check-in, or to
give the plot to someone on the waitlist.

You may be seeing a new face around the
garden this year, Our Programs Manager,
Lauren, has done an amazing job these past
few seasons of running the garden - but it's
a big job, and in the summertime there are
many, many projects for which Viles
Arboretum (and Lauren, specifically) are
responsible. 

This year, in order to take the load off of the
very busy Viles staff, we have decided to
create the new volunteer-based position of
Community Garden Coordinator. The role
will be filled by Izzy Bailey, a member of last
year's Community Garden. Izzy will be
responsible for some of the organizing and
brainstorming, and will be running various
meetings regarding the Community Garden.
For all communication and emails regarding
the garden, Lauren will still be your point of
contact via education@vilesarboretum.org.

Garden Update

Izzy, working in her plot at the
beginning of the 2021 season



TALK TO US
Viles Arboretum, 153 Hospital St, Augusta,
ME 04330
(207)626-7989
education@vilesarboretum.org

Putting more
"Community" in
Our Community

Garden

Gardener Support Group - Folks who may need
short-term support with their garden (due to
vacation, overwhelm, illness, etc.) can sign up to
receive gardening support from fellow members
during the time that they are unavailable. 
Open Garden/Volunteer Hours -  Gardeners will
be encouraged to gather and garden together for
a few hours a week (days/time TBD) to garden
together, share gardening advice, and to
volunteer their time to support other gardeners
who have signed up to receive some extra help.
End of the Season Harvest Supper! - Stay tuned
for information about our upcoming First
Annual Community Garden Harvest Supper!
Details will follow, but start brainstorming up
your best veggie recipes!
Connect Online - There is now a Facebook group
for members of the community garden, entitled
"Community Garden at Viles Arboretum." This will
be a space where gardeners can share
knowledge, ask questions, and connect with
each other!
Have ideas? - We would love to hear from you
about what you would like to see in our Garden.
Be it an event, a piece of equipment, or ways in
which we can support you, we want to hear from
you! Feel free to reach out to Izzy or Lauren
about what you would like to see happen next in
our community.

Now that we have a volunteer position solely
dedicated to the Garden, we are looking for ways to
amp up community engagement and overall
satisfaction.  Here are some ways to get involved:


