Viles Arboretum
SUMMER TRAILS

153 Hospital Street
Augusta, Maine 04330

(207) 626-7989
vilesarboretum.org

TRAILS:
OUTER LOOP
1.75 Miles, Blue Blazes

INNER LOOP
0.75 Miles, Yellow Blazes

RULES:
• Dogs are welcome on-leash. We ask
that you please pick up after your
pet. Two dog-waste stations and
complimentary bags are available for
your convenience.
• Horseback riding is permitted although
we ask that you call ahead of your visit
for information regarding access and
guidelines.
• Smoking or combustables of any kind
are prohibited on our grounds.
• Please respect all plants and wildlife.
Collecting, damaging or harassing
plants and wildlife is not permitted.
• No climbing of trees or art
installations.
• Practice “leave no trace.”

ABOUT:
Viles Arboretum offers free, easily
accessible opportunities for hiking,
biking, snowshoeing, skiing and
horseback riding right in the capital
city of Augusta. With approximately six
cumulative miles of maintained trails
across 224 acres of fields and forest,
22 botanical collections and several
outdoor sculptural installations, Viles
Arboretum offers a unique experience
for everyone.
Trails are open from sunrise to sunset,
year round.
Check our website for the latest Visitor
Center hours. Stop in for snacks,
cold drinks and unique gifts! Guided
tours, snowshoe and ski rentals are
also available at our visitor center
during regular business hours. A public
restroom is available.
Access is free although our existence
would not be possible without your
continued support! Consider making a
contribution by leaving a donation in a
donation box, stop by the visitor center,
or visit our website at vilesarboretum.org
to learn more about membership. Our
website contains more information
on our collections, history and an
interactive digital version of this map.
Also, visit us on Facebook and Instagram
and don’t forget to tag us in your
adventure!

HISTORY:
The Arboretum is currently composed of
224 acres of land with a long history of
agricultural use. In the early 1800s, this
area was owned by several neighboring
farms.From 1835 to 1905, the State
Hospital (now Riverview Psychiatric
Center) purchased and consolidated
these farms. For more than a century,
the hospital farm provided crops
and livestock as well as occupational
therapy and exercise for hospital
patients. 1981, the Maine Forest Service
began development of the Arboretum.
Trees were planted, fences built, and
trails were established. In 1982, an
independent non-profit corporation was
formed, and in 1990 the Visitors Center
was built. During these early years,
Elsie &William Viles, philanthropists
from Augusta, Maine organized a group
of friends and interested individuals to
lead the way forward. Originally called
the Pine Tree State Arboretum, the
name was changed in 2010 to honor
William Payson Viles (1986) and Elsie
Pike Viles (2013).

Viles Arboretum
WINTER TRAILS

