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To the unapologetically spicy, endlessly sassy souls who know that 
mistletoe isn’t just for innocent kisses.

May your holidays be as hot as Khai and Hazel’s, your banter as sharp, 
and your nights (lled with as much cheer )and mischiefv as theirs.
Here’s to lo-e, laughter, and notCsoCinnocent holiday traditions. 

�heers, lo-es.&&





Bonus Chapter 
Hazel

S now uriiesl lweit ordleas ori pmpid,snd wenaowg mpendenh dcs 
yed- en p moldypiafmsiCsyd .cield,pl lysnsI ’dzl yov- pna io,pnf

deyg pna sksi- lenhts io,fyo, ’zks sksi wpdycsa Csstl tebs edzl Otssaenh 
endo ispt teCsI Kri 'ild .cield,pl dohsdcsi en “cpe!l pmpid,sndg wedc 
edl ycpi,enhfOrdfldettfmancavey keOsl pna ,- ksi- sndcrlepldey asyof
ipdenh lbettlg el lo,sdcenh ord oC p aisp,I

”“cpe?H ’ ypttg ,- koeys ypii-enh oksi dcs coteap- ,rley mtp-enh 
en dcs OpybhiornaI ”.pn -or yo,s cstm ,s wedc dcel hpitpnax ’z, 
ldpidenh do tols Csstenh en ,- 'nhsidemlIH

 s ldiottl endo dcs ioo,g wspienh cel his- lwspdmpndl dcpd ,pbs ,- 
,ordc wpdsi pna pn oOnoTeorl isafpnafhissn lwspdsi dcpd lp-lgjDeck 
My Balls, wceyc ’ dodptt- worta iehcd pOord nowI Mcs lwspdsi Lenhtsl 
wcsn cs ,okslg dcpnbl do pydrpt Osttl ldedycsa ondo edI ’dzl Oodc coiief
C-enh pna snaspienh do lss Gpncpddpn!l Gpnwcois ao,sldeyelsa dcel 
sTdis,st-I

”Qols Csstenh en -ori 'nhsilg crcxH  s l,eiblg yiollenh cel pi,l 
pna tspnenh phpenld dcs aooiCip,s tebs cszl molenh Coi p AD .cield,pl 
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ellrs wcsis cel asteyeorl yoyb el dcs ldpi oC dcs lcow en dcpd lenCrt mpei 
oC lwspdlI ”’ dota -org OpOsg dcpd diss el p cpvpiaIH

”’dzl CsldeksgH ’ yorndsig wpkenh p mesys oC letksi hpitpna pd ce,I ”Wna 
aonzd misdsna -or aeanzd toks dcs ,ene aelyo Optt ’ ,pas -or cpnh rm 
dcsis spitesiIH

”’ aeanzd lp- ’ aeanzd toks edIH  s lcirhlg lprndsienh oksiI ”’ Lrld 
dcenb edzl eioney -orzis lo yo,,eddsa do dipaedeon wcsn -or tsd ,s 
cpnh p ytrO miom on dcs dissIH

’ tprhcg dollenh dcs hpitpna oksi cel cspaI  s ypdycsl ed splet-g wipmf
menh ed piorna cel nsyb tebs p lypiCI  el apib s-sl lmpibts pl cs ldsml 
ytolsig cel cpnal 'naenh ,- cemlI ”qor bnowgH cs ,ri,rilg tspnenh 
en rndet cel teml Oirlc ,- spig ”’ dcenb dcel diss nssal p teddts lo,sdcenh 
sTdipIH

”Ecpdzl dcpdxH G- koeys yo,sl ord Oispdcesi dcpn ’ endsnasag Osf
yprls dcs wp- cszl toobenh pd ,s lcorta yo,s wedc p wpinenh tpOstI

“cpezl cpna lteml endo cel moybsdg pna cs mrttl ord p lmieh oC ,eldtsf
dosI ”McelIH

”qor aea nodIH
”Kcg ’  pOlotrdst- aeaIH  s cotal ed  pOoks ,- cspa wedc dcs 

l,rhhsld hien ’zks sksi lssng dcs bena dcpd ,pbsl ,- bnssl wspb pna 
,- cspid ipysI ” orls irtslg  pvstI qor ypnzd ehnois dipaedeonIH

”’z, misdd- lris ,eldtsdos aoslnzd pmmt- do msomts ptispa- tekenh 
dohsdcsigH ’ dsplsg dcorhc ’z, ptispa- detdenh ,- cspa rmg pndeyempdeon 
OretaenhI

”Psw corls irtsgH cs wcelmsilg cel teml Oirlcenh ,ensI ”Yksi- de,s 
-orzis rnasi dcelg ’ hsd do bell -orI Mcoiorhct-IH

 s ytolsl dcs aeldpnysg cel ,ordc ypmdrienh ,ens en p bell dcpdzl 
loCd pd 'ildg Ord Ureybt- assmsnl endo lo,sdcenh dcpd ,pbsl ,s Coihsd 
pOord dcs yota ordleas pna dcs hpitpna dpnhtsa piorna ,- wieldI  el 
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cpnal lteas rnasi ,- oksilevsa lwspdsi F dsycneyptt- cel lwspdsi F pna 
dcs cspd oC cel doryc lsnal p lceksi ipyenh dciorhc ,sI

” pvstgH cs ,ri,ril phpenld ,- temlg cel koeys iorhc wedc endsndI 
”Ro -or bnow wcpd -orzks aons do ,sx .cield,pl rlsa do Os pOord 
yoobesl pna mislsndlI Pow edzl Lrld pOord lssenh cow Cpld ’ ypn hsd -or 
ord oC dcel lwspdsiIH

”Ronzd tsd ,s ldom -orgH ’ wcelmsig drhhenh ce, ytolsiI
Qpdsig pCdsi dcs diss lrikeksl “cpezl oksit- sndcrlepldey is,okpt oC 

,- lwspdsi pna wszks lr7yesndt- ”dsldsaH dcs aripOeted- oC dcs yorycg 
ws led dpnhtsa dohsdcsi wedc cod ycoyotpds ,rhl en cpnaI G- ycssbl 
pis ldett urlcsag dcorhc wcsdcsi edzl Cio, dcs cspd oC dcs ioo, oi 
“cpezl spitesi pndeylg ’z, nod lrisI

”qorzks  o7yeptt-  irensa  ,-  .cield,pl  mtpnlgH  ’  dstt  ce,g 
,oybfmordenhI

”4renxH  s hienlg mrttenh ,s ytolsiI ”’ ,pas dcs, OsddsiIH

Snow Cpttl ldspaet- ordleas ori pmpid,snd wenaowg dcs bena oC 
meydrislUrs urii- dcpd yorta ,pbs p  ptt,pib ,okes LsptorlI ’nleasg 
cowsksig el p ksi- ae(sisnd ldoi-I ’C .cield,pl el pOord mspys pna Lo-g 
lo,sons Coihod do lsna “cpe dcs ,s,oI

”“cpe?H ’ ypttg ,- koeys ypii-enh oksi dcs coteap- ,rley mtp-enh 
en dcs OpybhiornaI ”.pn -or yo,s cstm ,s wedc dcel hpitpnax ’z, 
ldpidenh do tols Csstenh en ,- 'nhsidemlIH

 s ldiottl endo dcs ioo,g wspienh cel his- lwspdmpndl dcpd ,pbs ,- 
,ordc wpdsi pna pn oOnoTeorl isafpnafhissn lwspdsi dcpd lp-lgjDeck 
My Balls, wceyc ’ dodptt- worta iehcd pOord nowI Mcs lwspdsi Lenhtsl 
wcsn cs ,okslg dcpnbl do pydrpt Osttl ldedycsa ondo edI ’dzl Oodc coiief
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C-enh pna snaspienh do lss Gpncpddpn!l Gpnwcois ao,sldeyelsa dcel 
sTdis,st-I

”Qols Csstenh en -ori 'nhsilg crcxH  s l,eiblg yiollenh cel pi,l 
pna tspnenh phpenld dcs aooiCip,s tebs cszl molenh Coi p AD .cield,pl 
ellrs wcsis cel asteyeorl yoyb el dcs ldpi oC dcs lcow en dcpd lenCrt 
mpei oC lwspdlI ”’ dota -org OpOsg dcpd diss el p cpvpiag mienysllgH “cpe 
lp-lg ldpnaenh p Csw Cssd pwp- Cio, ori dowsienh nensfCood Rorhtpl 
'ig pi,l yiollsa tebs cszl pOord do wieds ed p mpibenh deybsdI

’ mprls ,eafdwenbtsftehcd wipmg detdenh ,- cspa do heks ce, p toobI 
”‘eild oC pttg edzl nod wptbenhI Ssyona oC pttg edzl p 'is cpvpiag nod p lpCsd- 
keotpdeonI Asd -ori hieskpnysl ldipehcdIH

“cpe npiiowl cel s-sl Ord ldsml ytolsig enlmsydenh dcs diss tebs cszl 
sTmsydenh ed do Orild endo up,sl on dcs lmodI ”qor aeanzd nssa do Or- 
dcs Oehhsld diss en dcs todI ’dzl Opleyptt- crhhenh dcs ysetenhIH

”Mcpdzl ypttsa ,pTe,evenh ksideypt lmpysgH ’ ismt-g uplcenh ce, p 
lwssd l,ets pl ’ yte,O Opyb ondo dcs ldsm ldootI ”Wna -or lpea -or 
wpndsa p Oeh dissIH

”’ ,spnd Oehg nod p modsndept tpna,pibgH cs ,rddsil Ord ,oksl do 
ldspa- dcs ldoot pn-wp- pl ’ dssdsi on dcs dom ldsmI

”qor toks edgH ’ dsplsg dciowenh p ldipna oC tehcdl oksi dcs cehcsld 
OipnycI

 el cpna dehcdsnl on ,- wpeld pl cs ldspaesl ,sg cel teml yrikenh 
endo p ltow hienI ”’za toks ed ,ois eC ed aeanzd toob tebs ed wpl pOord do 
yottpmls pna dpbs -or wedc edIH

”Wtwp-l lo aip,pdeyg -or Oeh OpO-gH ’ lehcg Ord ,- cspid aosl p teddts 
uem wcsn cs drhl ,s aowng cotaenh ,s urlc phpenld ce,I

”qorzis dcs ons apnhtenh o( Crinedris tebs pn paisnptens LrnbesgH 
cs ,ri,rilg cel koeys aiommenh endo dcpd towg dsplenh dons dcpd drinl 
,- bnssl do Lstt-I ”Bisdd- lris dcpd ,pbsl ,s dcs lpns ons csisIH



M Y BQYWS…4Y B4’P.’BQY f . 4’SMGWS 5KP…S– 8

”qorx SpnsxH ’ ipels p OiowI ”Rea -or Coihsd dcs de,s -or lrhhsldsa 
ws mrd p aelyo Optt on dom oC dcs dissxH

 s hienlg Oirlcenh p ldipna oC cpei Cio, ,- CpysI ”Sdett p lotea easpIH
’ tprhcg mrlcenh pd cel ycsldI ” stm ,s 'nelc dcel OsCois -or drin 

ed endo Sdraeo 6NIH
5- dcs de,s ws 'nelc asyoipdenhg dcs pmpid,snd toobl tebs .cieldf

,pl sTmtoasa en dcs Osld wp- molleOtsI Mcs diss el htowenh wedc tehcdl 
pna ,el,pdycsa oinp,sndlg ldoybenhl pis crnh O- dcs wenaow wedc 
ypis 9Osyprls ws tpyb p 'ismtpys—g pna dcs lysnd oC henhsiOispa yoobesl 
wpCdl Cio, dcs bedycsnI

“cpe ldpnal Opybg cpnal on cel cemlg lriks-enh ori cpnaewoibI 
”Kbp-g ’ztt pa,ed edI ’d toobl hooaIH

”qorzis wstyo,sgH ’ lp-g lwemenh p yoobes o( dcs yootenh ipyb pna 
dpbenh p OedsI ”Msp, s(oidg oOkeorlt-IH

 s lnpdycsl dcs yoobes Cio, ,- cpnag dpbenh p Oeds oC cel own 
OsCois cpnaenh ed OpybI ”KOkeorlt-IH

Es lsddts on dcs yoryc wedc ,rhl oC lmebsa cod ycoyotpdsg dcs 
wpi,dc oC dcs ,o,snd wipmmenh piorna rl tebs p yov- OtpnbsdI ’ 
htpnys pd “cpeg cel Spndp cpd detdsa pd pn oOnoTeorl pnhtsg pna Csst p 
irlc oC p(sydeon lo ldionh ed ,pbsl ,- ycsld pycsI

”SogH cs lp-lg Oispbenh dcs yo,CoidpOts letsnysg ”wcpdzl dcs aspt 
wedc -ori .cield,pl oOlslleonx qorzks hod ,ois asyoipdeonl dcpn 
Gpy-zlIH

’ nrahs ce, wedc ,- CoodI ”.cield,pl el ,pheyI ’dzl dcs ons de,s 
oC -spi wcsis sksi-dcenh CsstlIII molleOtsIH

”Wcg lo -orzis p comstsll io,pndeyIH
”’ misCsi 1Csldeks ispteldg  Ord -or ptispa- 'hris dcpd ordgzH ’ yorndsig 

Ord ,- hien heksl ,s pwp-I
 s ycrybtslg lsddenh cel ,rh aown pna mrttenh ,s endo cel tpmI 

”Arsll ’ztt Lrld cpks do s,Oipys dcs ,pansllIH
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”AooagH ’ ,ri,rig tspnenh en do bell ce,I ”5syprls -orzis ldryb 
wedc ,sIH

Qpdsig pl ws ytspn rm dcs is,npndl oC ori asyoipdenh lmissg ’ lmod 
p lmieh oC ,eldtsdos “cpe drybsa pOoks dcs bedycsn aooiwp- spitesiI W 
ltow hien lmispal pyioll ,- Cpys pl ’ yptt ord do ce,I

” s-g GiI AienycI .o,s csisIH
 s toobl rm Cio, dcs yorndsi wcsis cszl piipnhenh yoobesl on p 

mtpdsg cel Oiowl piycenh en UrsldeonI ”Ecpdg OpO-xH
’ moend do dcs ,eldtsdosg Oedenh ,- tem do ceas ,- hienI ”MipaedeonIH
 el l,eib el enldpnd pna tsdcptI ”Kcg edzl dipaedeon nowxH
”Ronzd iren dcel Coi ,sgH ’ lp-g yiollenh ,- pi,l Ord Cpetenh do 

lrmmisll ,- l,etsI
“cpe ldieasl oksig cel ldsml ltow pna asteOsipdsg rndet cszl ldpnaenh 

dosfdofdos wedc ,sI ”’ wortanzd aisp, oC edgH cs lp-lg cel koeys tow pna 
dsplenh pl cs yrml ,- Cpys pna misllsl cel teml do ,ensI

Mcs bell ldpidl lwssdg loCdg Ord ed Ureybt- assmsnlI  el cpnal hteas 
do ,- wpeldg mrttenh ,s urlc phpenld ce,g pna ,- cspid ipysl pl cel 
donhrs dsplsl ,ensg dcs cspd oC cel Ooa- wipmmenh piorna ,s tebs dcs 
yovesld OtpnbsdI

”Geldtsdoszl p apnhsiorl dcenhgH cs ,ri,ril phpenld ,- temlg cel 
koeys iorhc pna Crtt oC mio,elsI

”qorzis dcs ons wco mrd ed dcsisgH ’ ,pnphsg ,- Oispdc cedycenh pl 
cel cpnal lteas rnasi ,- lwspdsig cel doryc wpi, pna asteOsipdsI

”5sld asyeleon ’zks ,pas ptt lsplongH cs wcelmsilg cel teml Oirlcenh 
phpenld ,- spiI

5sCois ’ ypn islmonag ,- lbeid el rmg ,- mpndesl pis o(g pna “cpezl 
cpnal hiem ,- dcehclg teCdenh ,s s(oidtsllt-I G- Opyb misllsl phpenld 
dcs wpttg pna ’ hplmg cel s-sl toybenh ondo ,ens wedc pn endsnled- dcpd 
lsnal lceksil aown ,- lmensI
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”“cpegH ’ ldpidg Ord dcs woial dipet o( pl cel teml dipet aown ,- nsybg 
cel bellsl cod pna rihsndI  s paLrldl ,sg ons oC ,- tshl aipmsa oksi cel 
lcortasig pna dcs odcsi loon CottowlI G- cpnal enldenydekst- dpnhts en 
cel cpeig p loCd ,opn slypmenh ,- teml pl cs hienl rm pd ,sI

”qor toob hooa rm dcsisgH cs ,ri,rilg cel koeys aiemmenh wedc 
,elycesCI ”Qsdzl lss eC ’ ypn ,pbs -or Csst sksn OsddsiIH

Mcsng wedcord wpinenhg cel ,ordc el on ,sg teybenh ,- ysndsig 
pna ptt yocsisnd dcorhcd skpmoipdslI  el donhrs ,oksl wedc mipydeysa 
misyeleong pna ’ lwspi dcs ,pn el p hoaap,n pideldI  el cpnal hiem ,- 
dcehclg bssmenh ,s ldspa- pl cs askoril ,s tebs ’z, cel Cpkoieds lnpybI

”“cpegH ’ ,opng ,- cspa Cpttenh Opyb phpenld dcs wptt pl cel donhrs 
'nal sksi- lsnledeks lmodg cel teml woibenh ,s endo p Cisnv-g lrybenh 
,- ytedI G- ceml Oryb phpenld ce,g pna cs hiowtl tow en cel dciopdg dcs 
keOipdeon lsnaenh lmpibl dciorhc ,- sndeis Ooa-I

”qor dplds tebs .cield,plgH cs ,ri,rilg cel koeys ,rKsa Ord Crtt 
oC l,rh lpdelCpydeonI

’ tprhc Oispdctsllt-g dcispaenh ,- 'nhsil dehcdsi en cel cpeiI ”Mcpdzl 
ieaeyrtorlIH

”Roslnzd ,pbs ed pn- tsll dirsgH cs lp-lg nemmenh pd ,s tehcdt- OsCois 
aekenh Opyb en wedc isnswsa asdsi,enpdeonI

Mcs lsnlpdeonl Oretag spyc ueyb oC cel donhrs pna hsndts lyipms oC 
cel dssdc aiekenh ,s ytolsi do dcs sahsI G- Oispdcenh drinl iphhsag ,- 
Ooa- dis,Otenh pl cel cpnal cota ,s 'i,t- en mtpysg tebs cs cpl no 
endsndeon oC tsddenh ,s ho rndet ’ Cptt pmpid yo,mtsdst-I

”“cpeg ’Locg ,- AoagH ’ yi- ordg ,- dcehcl dehcdsnenh piorna ce, 
pl dcs mtsplris yisldlI  s aoslnzd tsd rmg cel ,oks,sndl ltowenh ont- 
wcsn ’zks ieaasn ord sksi- tpld wpksI ’ ltr,m phpenld dcs wpttg ,- tshl 
lcpb- pl cs ypisCrtt- lsdl ,s Opyb aownI
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’z, mpndenhg ,- cpnal ldett en cel cpeig pna cszl hiennenh tebs dcs ypd 
dcpd hod dcs yisp,I ”qor obp- dcsisg mienysllxH cs plblg cel koeys ieyc 
wedc p,rls,sndI

’ lwpd pd cel ycsldg Ord ’z, doo Otellsa ord do mrd pn- Coiys Oscena 
edI ”qorzis enlr(sipOtsIH

”Wna -or toks edgH cs yorndsilg tspnenh en do bell ,sg ltow pna 
lwssdI ’ dplds ,-lstC on cel temlg pna ed lsnal pnodcsi dciett dciorhc ,sI

”Gp-OsgH ’ pa,edg l,etenh phpenld cel ,ordcI
 s ldsml Opybg htpnyenh rm pd dcs ,eldtsdosI ”qor bnowgH cs lp-lg 

cel dons mtp-Crtg ”’z, isptt- toobenh Coiwpia do ,ssdenh -or rnasi dcel 
dcenh phpenIH

’ tprhcg ,- ycssbl urlcenh pl ’ mrtt ce, Opyb dowpia ,sI ”PsTd 
de,sg edzl ,- drinIH

 el hien weasnlg pna cs ipelsl p OiowI ”Kcg mienysllg ’ztt cota -or 
do dcpdIH



Bonus Chapter 
Khai

I  wake to soft morning light ultering throcgh the dcrtains anq the 
hcsh of a yciet dit.H za,el is still dcrleq against mep her fade -eadeT

fcl in slee-H ’he sdent of -ine anq dinnamon from .esterqa.bs Oaking 
s-ree lingers in the airH Ccr urst vhristmas li—ing togetherEhol. hellp 
itbs reall. ha--eningH :—er.thing aOoct this moment is -erfedté the 
warmth of her Ooq.p the faint hcm of holiqa. dheer still —iOrating in 
the a-artmentbs qjdorH

I gentl. sli- oct of Oeqp tr.ing not to wake herH Cnde in the kitdhenp 
I start the doWeep hcmming ycietl.H ’he -lan toqa. is to -idk c- 
that qamn riOOon za,el insisteq onp unali,e ocr qinner menc for 
vhristmas :—ep anq ma.OeE'cst ma.OeEtest oct a new qessert redi-e 
za,el focnq onlineH ’hen webll -roOaOl. s-enq half the qa. lacghing 
at ocrsel—es for -retenqing to Oe gocrmet dhefsH

“hile waiting for the doWee to Orewp I notide a -iede of -a-er tcdkeq 
cnqer the frcit OowlH vcriocsp I -cll it octH It1s in m. hanqwritingp a 
weirq little 2D” xa.s of vhristmasA seRcal -aroq. Ibq Oeen working 
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on as a scr-rise for za,elH I was going to sli- it into her stodkingp Oct 
I mcst ha—e left it l.ing arocnqH 8hitH

’he list reaqsé

  D” stolen glandes

  DD innodent tocdhes

  7 octrageocs seRts

  6 kisses in ina--ro-riate -lades

  5 seR. octuts

  4 ughts that enqeq in makeTc- seR

  3 qidk -ids

  0 qrcnk nights

  G times dcnt. vallcm scdkeq it

  ” cneR-edteq —isits

  D —er. -owerfcl to.

I windeH I messeq c- the docntingH ’herebs no 2DNA on thereH I wrote 
this in a hcrr.p anq a--arentl.p I danbt docnt Oadkwarq cnqer lcstfcl 
ins-irationH MreatH Yow za,elbs qeunitel. going to dall me oct on itH

Ss if on dcep za,el -aqs into the kitdhenp still in her o—ersi,eq 
sweater anq riqidclocs sli--ersH zer hairbs in a mess. Ocnp anq shebs 
rcOOing slee- from her e.esH

2?orningpA I sa.p holqing oct a mcg of doWeeH
8he adde-ts it with a gratefcl sighH 2Pocbre a saintHA ’hen she s-ots 

the -a-er in m. hanqH 2“hatbs thatLA
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2…h!A I tr. to hiqe it Oehinq m. Oadkp Oct shebs too fastH 8he 
snatdhes it from me anq starts reaqingH zer li-s dcrl into a grinp one 
e.eOrow shooting c-H

2D” stolen glandesp DD innodent tocdhes! 7 octrageocs seRtsLA 8he 
looks c-p grinning widkeql.H 2–haip .oc danbt docntH “hat ha--eneq 
to qa. DNLA

I sdratdh the Oadk of m. nedkp feeling heat dree- into m. dheeksH 2I! 
got qistradteqHA

za,el sets her doWee qown anq drosses her armsp ta--ing her foot 
in modk im-atiendeH 2xistradteqH ?hmmH 8o whatbs qa. DN sc--oseq 
to Oep mister romantidLA

I ste- dloserp sliqing an arm arocnq her waistH 2Ibm glaq .oc askeqH 
xa. DN is —er.p —er. s-edialH Itbs DN wa.s I -lan to eat .oc oct qcring 
the holiqa.sHA

zer e.es go wiqep scr-rise gi—ing wa. to a slowp scltr. smileH 2DN 
wa.sp hchL ’hatbs amOitiocsH vare to elaOorateLA

I lean inp m. Oreath ghosting o—er her earH 2zow aOoct I show .oc 
insteaqLA “ithoct waiting for an answerp I lift her oW the grocnqp 
making her syceal softl.p anq -ress her Oadk against the wall neRt to 
the vhristmas treeH

2–hai‘A she hissesp Oct therebs lacghter anq eRditement in her —oideH 
2“e ha—e neighOorsp .oc knowHA

2I think the.bre oct sho--ingpA I sa.p with more donuqende than 
I -roOaOl. ha—eH I hook m. hanqs cnqer her thighsp gciqing her legs 
o—er m. shoclqers as I kneel qownH ’he look on her fade shifts from 
-la.fcl to neeq. in a heartOeatH

zer Oadk hits the wallp anq she steaqies herself O. gri--ing m. 
shoclqersH ’he sdent of her skinp warm anq familiarp makes m. -clse 
hammerH I rcn m. hanqs along her dal—esp -cshing her sweater c- 'cst 
enocgh to make room for m. li-sp m. tongceH
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8he lets oct a softp Oreath. moan as I kiss along her inner thighH ’he 
worlq narrows to this momenté her tastep her sdentp the yciet hitdh in 
her Oreath as m. mocth unqs that sensiti—e s-ot that makes her toes 
dcrlH I take m. timep eR-loring her with slowp langciq strokes of m. 
tongcep then -acsing to whis-erp 2?err. vhristmasp -rindesspA against 
her heateq skin Oefore qi—ing Oadk inH

8he mctters something that might Oe m. name or a dcrse T harq 
to tell V Oct I know from the wa. her Ooq. tensesp from the softp 
qes-erate whim-ers esda-ing her li-sp that Ibm qoing it rightH I kee- at 
itp dhanging -resscrep tem-op feeling her res-onq with tremOling legs 
anq ungers that qig into m. shoclqersH

’he faint glow of the vhristmas lights Jidkers adross her fade as she 
ti-s her heaq Oadkp her e.es halfTliqqeq with -leascreH zer dhest rises 
anq falls with raggeq OreathsH Itbs intoRidatingp knowing I dan cnra—el 
her like thisp tcrn a yciet morning into something searingl. intimateH

“hen she unall. domes a-artp her —oide Oreaks into a mcKeq dr. 
that she Ocries against her armH I holq her tightp gciqing her Oadk 
qownp letting her legs sliqe oW m. shoclqers cntil shebs stanqingp alOeit 
shakil.H

I stanq c-p dc--ing her fadep wi-ing awa. a stranq of hair stcdk to 
her qam- foreheaqH 8he looks Olisseq octp Jcsheqp anq ctterl. gorT
geocsH

2DN wa.sp hchLA she managesp still datdhing her OreathH 2’hat was 
qeunitel. one wa.H I might neeq a qemonstration of the other nineHA

I dhcdklep leaning in to kiss her softl.H 2Sll in gooq timep OaO.H “eb—e 
got the whole holiqa. seasonHA

8he swats m. dhest lightl.H 2Pocbre insatiaOleHA
2Snq .oc lo—e itHA
8he rolls her e.esp Oct her smile Oetra.s herH 2…nfortcnatel.p .esH I 

qoHA
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“e migrate Oadk to the docdhp m. arm arocnq her shoclqersp her 
heaq resting on m. dhestH Cctsiqep some darolers start singingp their 
—oides qrifting c- throcgh ocr winqowH Insiqep the aftermath of ocr 
little esda-aqe lingers in the airp making me grin like a foolH

za,el glandes at the -iede of -a-er againp smirkingH 2G times dcnt. 
vallcm scdkeq itLA

I lacghp shrcggingH 2Poc know vallcmbs eRistende is 'cst a -cndhT
line in ocr lo—e stor. nowH Itbs traqition to modk himH vonsiqer it a 
festi—e roastHA

8he gigglesp tcdking her feet cnqer herH 2Pocbre riqidclocsHA
29iqidclocs enocgh to dreate a twisteq LD” xa.s of vhristmasb seR 

list for .ocpA I agreep kissing the to- of her heaqH 2Snq I stanq O. itHA
“e s-enq the neRt hocr si--ing doWeep mcndhing on lefto—er dookT

iesp anq making halfThearteq -lans for what else we neeq to -re-H zanT
nah teRts za,el aOoct her new rolep sa.ing shebs got a meeting with 
some eReds neRt week anq might drash on ocr docdh if she danbt unq 
a hotelH za,el res-onqs with a string of enthcsiastid emo'isH I know 
ha—ing zannah dlose means more dhaosp Oct also more lo—eEanq I 
weldome itH

2’hink BeR will dome O. for vhristmasLA I ask dascall.p swirling m. 
doWee mcgH

za,el shrcgsp a knowing smile on her li-sH 2If hebs qone with his 
season oOligationsH zannah might want him arocnq an.wa.H Cr at 
leastp want to ught with him in -erson insteaq of o—er teRtHA

2’hose two neeq to ugcre oct their qealpA I sa.p shaking m. heaqH 
2’he. dirdle eadh other like dats qediqing whether to dcqqle or sdratdh 
eadh otherbs e.es octHA

za,el lacghsH 2Itbs entertainingp thocghH Snq who knowsEma.Oe 
neRt vhristmas the.bll Oe qedorating a tree togetherp tooHA
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2I woclqnbt Oet against itpA I aqmitH 2“e seem to Oe dolledting 
doc-les in this orOitHA

8he snortsH 2varefclp or Ibll start -airing e—er.one oWH vocsinsp olq 
dlassmatesEno one is safeHA

I holq c- m. hanqs in scrrenqerH 2I trcst .ocr matdhmaking aOoct 
as mcdh as I trcst .oc not to rearrange the ornaments againHA

2Chp I am qeunitel. rearranging them againpA she sa.s -rocql.H 
2’he c--er ycaqrant of the tree is too reqThea—.HA

I groan qramatidall.p letting m. heaq fall OadkH 2’he c--er ycaqT
rantL‘ Poc socnq like Mi—ienne talking aOoct Joral s.mmetr.HA

za,el gas-s in modk horrorH 2’ake that Oadk‘ I am not that -retenT
tiocsHA

I lean in dlosep qro--ing m. —oide lowH 2’rcep .ocbre qeunitel. not 
as -retentiocsH Kct .oc are as hot as hellp anq .oc gi—e widkeq heaq 
cnqer the mistletoep so Ibll forgi—e .ocr ornament CvxHA

8he Olcshesp rolling her e.es Oct looking -leaseqH 2“ho sa.s Ibll qo 
it againLA

I grinp -clling her onto m. la-H 2Pocbre too dom-etiti—e not toH 
Pocbll want to octqo .ocrselfH ?a.Oe neRt time .ocbll tie a Oow 
arocnqEA

8he dcts me oW with a -la.fcl sla- to m. dhestH 28to- while .ocbre 
aheaqp asshole 'cniorHA

2Ye—erpA I qedlarep -ressing m. foreheaq against hersH “e sit like this 
for a momentp Oreathing eadh other inp en'o.ing the stillness anq the 
glow of vhristmas lights reJedting in her e.esH

:—entcall.p we set oct to rcn erranqsH Kcnqleq c- in doats anq 
sdar—esp we na—igate the drowqeq streetsH “e -idk c- the s-edial riOT
Oon za,el wanteqH ’he line is longp Oct we scr—i—e withoct tordhing 
an. tinselH Cn the wa. Oadkp we -ass a street —enqor selling roasteq 
dhestnctsH za,el insists we Oc. somep anq we stanq on the siqewalkp 
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warm -a-er Oag in hanqp mcndhing on smok.p sweet dhestncts as 
snow Jcrries qrift qownH

Kadk homep we wra- giftsp eadh of cs dlaiming a dorner of the li—ing 
roomH “e eRdhange knowing looks anq teasing OarOs aOoct whobs 
the Oetter giftTwra--erH za,el tries to steal m. ta-ep anq I threaten to 
withholq -e--ermint OarkH Itbs qomestid Olissp sill. anq domfortaOlep 
Oct dhargeq with that cnqerdcrrent of -assion anq aWedtion that ne—er 
faqesH

Ss qarkness fallsp we light a few danqlesp the sdent of —anilla miRing 
with -ineH “e -ct on a dhees. vhristmas mo—ie anq dcrl c- cnqer a 
-lcsh OlanketH zalfwa. throcghp za,el leans c- anq whis-ers in m. 
earp 2?eet me cnqer the mistletoe in u—e minctesHA

?. heart ski-s a OeatH 2“hat if Ibm Ocs.LA
8he ardhes an e.eOrowH 2’hen I gcess .ocbre missing oct on qa. 

DNbs other 7 methoqsp arenbt .ocLA
I lacghp a lowp eager socnqH 2Ibll Oe there in threeHA
8he smirksp sliqing oW the docdh anq strolling towarqs the kitdhen 

qoorwa. where the mistletoe still hangsH I watdh her gop en'o.ing the 
swa. of her hi-s anq the look she throws o—er her shoclqerH

“hen I unall. 'oin herp shebs stanqing Oeneath the mistletoep arms 
folqeqp a feigneq im-atiende on her fadeH 2’ook .oc long enocghHA

I ste- into her s-adep inhaling her sdentH 2I was -re-aring m.self for 
greatnessHA

8he snortsH 2vodk. mcdhLA
I qi- m. heaqp gra,ing her nedk with m. li-sH 2Poc lo—e m. dodkiT

nessH Smong other thingsHA
zer soft lacghter ulls the airp anq as we dome together cnqer that 

s-rig of green anq those tin. white Oerriesp I reali,e that this is how 
I want e—er. vhristmas to OeEcsp ha--.p teasingp in lo—ep anq 'cst a 
little Oit ulth.H
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I kiss her slowl.p anq as we melt into eadh otherp I whis-erp 2Ibm 
looking forwarq to meeting .oc cnqer this mistletoe againH ?an. 
timesHA

8he grins against m. li-sH 2vocnt on itHA
Snq I willEOedacse this is 'cst the start of all ocr vhristmas e—es 

anq morningsp all ocr twinkling lights anq yciet nightsp all the lo—e anq 
lacghter anq steam. moments we dan -adk into a lifetime togetherH



The End

I  hope you enjoyed this little glimpse into Khai and Hazel's world 
and their festive adventures. Here's to celebrating the holidays 

with just as much love, laughter, and a little spice as they have.
Exciting news: ARC sign-ups open mid-January, and the o cial 

release is set for�February 22. D
’onkt forget, you can already pre-order the eboo, here, on Ama-

zon.
Happy holidays, and than, you for being part of this journey.�
www.adwraeauthor.com


