“The Church, like a mother, accompanies those who are walking. Where the world sees threats, she sees children; where
walls are built, she builds bridges. She knows that her proclamation of the Gospel is credible only when it is translated into
gestures of closeness and welcome. And she knows that in every rejected migrant, it is Christ himself who knocks at the
door of the community.” (Section 75)

In recent years, many such refugee migrants have come to New York. Some have arrived from war-torn countries
like Ukraine and Afghanistan; others from Central or South America have fled poverty, authoritarian governments,
and drug cartels that made life in their country of origin dangerous for themselves and their families. Some have
been granted refugee or temporary protected status, while others have no legal status. Most of these migrants - the
majority, our neighbors - are good people who arrived on our shores seeking a better life.

Sadly, as in any group, some have exploited the system and committed serious crimes and other misdeeds. Those
immigrants or refugees who commit crimes should face the appropriate criminal and civil penalties, including
deportation. At the same time, general enforcement of the immigration laws must be carried out in a humane
manner that does not target the hard-working and law-abiding; that does not permit the wanton and unnecessary
separation of families; and that does not rely on campaigns of fear that cripple whole communities.

As such, we do not support the sweeping revocation of the temporary protected status that was granted to many
migrants who arrived in this country to escape the horrors occurring in their own, and who have justifiably relied
upon the legal protections our government offered to them. Such persons should not be subject to the arbitrary
cancellation of their legal status and threatened with a sudden return to the troubled and dangerous nations from
which they fled. At the same time, while we support the right to peacefully protest and witness opposition to
political policies, we can never condone violence against immigration and law enforcement agents.

Before the complex questions of immigration, we maintain, without question, that our government has a duty to
secure our borders and ensure that those who wish to enter the United States do so lawfully. In union with our
brother Bishops across the United States, we have consistently urged our civil leaders to craft immigration laws that
respect our borders and create an orderly process for those who wish to enter our nation, while offering a measure
of forgiveness towards those who arrived here without legal status but who have proven their contributions and
loyalty to our country over a period of time.

These are all good points to ponder. However, most important to recall is the law of Christ set down in the Great
Commandments: To love God with all our hearts and to love our neighbor as ourselves. All other imperatives are
subject to this law of charity, and it is concerned neither with legal status nor country of origin. As individuals and as
a society, we are bound to follow this supreme command and to make all our actions consistent with it, to the best
of our abilities, even in difficult circumstances.

Returning to the example of Mother Cabrini, the Bishops of the United States have called on Catholics in all walks of
life to stand in solidarity with immigrants and refugees by signing The Cabrini Pledge, an Invitation to be Keepers of
Hope. We encourage New York Catholics to sign the pledge. By doing so, you will follow in the footsteps of our
beloved Mother Cabrini in acknowledging our duty to welcome, to protect, to promote, and to integrate immigrants
in accordance with the guidance proclaimed by Sacred Scripture and the Magisterium of the Church.

The Cabrini Pledge

Sign the pledge today by scanning the QR code or visiting this link: www.usccb.org/cabrinipledge.
Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini is the patron saint of all migrants. We seek her intercession for the
concerns we have mentioned. By joining us in signing the Pledge, you commit your prayers and
energy for the welcome, protection, promotion, and integration of migrants.
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