Christmas 2025

To the People of God of the Diocese of Rockville Centre:

Merry Christmas!

Throughout this year, we have marked many significant milestones in the life of the Church leading
us to the Lord’s Nativity and this holy season of Christmas, most especially the passing of Pope
Francis at Easter and the election of Pope Leo XIV in May.

What a gift it has been to walk these months with our new Holy Father, to learn from his teaching,
and witness his example.

On October 4™, the Memorial of Saint Francis of Assisi, Pope Leo released his first Apostolic
Exhortation, Dilexit Te - I Have Loved You. It is a profound meditation on love for the poor and

We are not left to ourselves. A Savior has E:ome - Chris; the Lord.

As we celebrate the Christmas season, we remember with Pope Leo that “Christian holiness often
flourishes in the most forgotten and wounded places of humanity.” (n. 76)
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