
  

The Parish of the Holy Cross 

95 Nichols Road + Nesconset, NY 11767 + 631.265.2200 +  

www.pothc.org + www.facebook.com/pothcnesconset 

WE CELEBRATE EUCHARIST 

Monday—Thursday: 9:00 A.M. (Chapel) 

Saturday: 5:00 P.M. 

Sunday: 8:00 A.M. + 9:30 A.M. + 11:30 A.M.  

 

WE CELEBRATE RECONCILIATION 

Saturday: 3:45 P.M.—4:30 P.M.  

or call Father Michael for an appointment. 

WE CELEBRATE BAPTISM 

Baptisms are generally celebrated twice each month 

 at 1 P.M.  Please contact the Parish Office for more 

information. 

 

WE CELEBRATE WEDDINGS 

Couples should contact the Parish Office at least six 

months in advance of the proposed wedding date. 

LET ALL BE WELCOMED AS CHRIST! 

VISION STATEMENT:  Holy Cross is a vibrant Catholic community striving to maintain a  

spirit of welcome to all, serving as a guiding beacon to nourish and sustain prayer, work and play. 

Come and pray with us! 

The Epiphany of the Lord - January 5, 2020 



2 

We are here for you! 

 

631.265.2200 + Fax 631.265.2229 + pothc@optonline.net 
Parish Office Hours:  Monday - Friday  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM  (closed 12:15-1:00 PM)  

Deacon Ralph Rivera 
Pastoral Minister 
 

Mrs. Tricia Clarke 
Coordinator of Religious Education 
 

Mr. Brian Reich 
Director of Music Ministry 

PASTORAL TEAM 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Mrs. Jane Wirth 
Parish Secretary 

Mr. Roberto Maza 
Mr. Vincent Matula 
Custodians 

Mrs. Mary Inghilterra 
Weekend Sacristan 

Mrs. Mary Pannone 
Religious Education Secretary 
(hcreled@optonline.net) 

Dr. Vincent Mazurek 
Music Minister 

Mrs. Barbara Shipman 
P/T Asst. to the Pastor 

Mrs. Judith Pickel 
Pastoral Associate 

 
Mrs. Mary Anne Mc Culloch 
Coordinator of Parish Outreach 
 

Ms. Alexandra Roecklein 
Youth Minister 

Rev. Michael F. Holzmann 
Pastor 
 

Mrs. Michele Hahn 
Pastoral Associate 
 

Mrs. Barbara DeStefano 
Business Manager 

Mass Intentions Schedule 
 

Week of January 5th, 9AM Mass 

Mon.    Henri-Robert Lamarque 

Tue.    Msgr. George P. Thompson 

Wed.    Angelica Palacio, Liliana Donlon, Rony   

     Tobon, Miryam Ballesteros, Astrid Lopez  

     (all living) 

Thu.    Bob DeFilippis 
 

Saturday, January 11th, 5 PM Mass 
Linda Marino 
 

Sunday, January 12th, Baptism of the Lord  

8:00 AM Aubrey Rose Keena & John P. Sibley Jr. 

9:30 AM People of the Parish 

11:30 AM Denise Lamarque, Jeannie Angelone,  

    Victor Chersevani, Victor M.    

    Chersevani, Stephen Pino 

New Life  
in Christ 
New Life  
in Christ 

Celebrants for Next Weekend’s Masses 

    January 11th/12th 
  

  5:00 PM    Fr. Frank Eisele 

  8:00 AM  Fr. Frank 

  9:30 AM  Fr. Michael 

  11:30 AM  Fr. Michael 

 

Scripture Readings for January 12, 2020 
  

 +  Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 

 +  Acts of the Apostles 10:34-38 

 +  Matthew 3:13-17 

Remembering Our Sick 
  

Almighty and Eternal God, You are the 

everlasting health of those who believe in You… 
  

Please pray for those in our parish who are sick, 

their families and caregivers: 
  

    George V. Daly  Manuela Diaz 

    Phil Graziose   Bob Grieco 

        Marlene Starr 
  

If you would like to have the name of your loved 

one listed in our prayers for the sick for 4 weeks, 

please contact the Parish Office at 631-265-2200 

or email to pothc@optonline.net . 



3 

The Next Day 
by Father Michael 

   I’m writing this article on the morning of December 26.  Once again, special holiday 
deadlines for the bulletin prompt me to write my reflection earlier than usual.  In lieu of 
any “breaking news” to report, allow me to share with you a few random thoughts 
regarding my celebration of Christmas. 
 
   On the parish level, so many parts of Christmas went well this year.  The large 
crowds were energizing.  The worship area looked beautiful.  The music was uplifting 
and engaging.  I was pleased with my homily (although, by 12:00 on Christmas Day, I 
was getting a little bleary-eyed).  I take great satisfaction in knowing that the people 
who visit Holy Cross on Christmas Day will have a positive experience.  Thank you to 
all who contributed to make our Christmas celebrations so life giving. 
 
   On a personal level as well, Christmas was a beautiful day.  I was able to host a 
nice dinner for a few friends between Masses on Christmas Eve.  Between a joyful 
celebration of the Eucharist and a festive meal with folks you love, those hours on 
Christmas Eve are the most precious hours of the year for me.  Christmas Day was 
equally joyful.  After the last Mass, I was able to put my feet up for a little bit and take 
a quick nap.  Then I got in gear to prepare dinner for my sister and brother-in-law who 
were coming later in the afternoon.  All things being equal, I would have loved to have 
all my siblings be together, but at this point in time that is unrealistic, as we are 
scattered between three states.  In lieu of that, it was nice to have a peaceful and 
quiet dinner for three.  It was a perfect way to have ended a festive celebration.  I’m 
sure for most of us, bedtime could not have come soon enough as we all collapsed 
from joyful exhaustion. 
 
   I was blessed this year because there were many happy moments and experiences 
that surrounded my celebration of Christmas.  I realize that may not be the same 
reality for everyone.  I recall two years ago when all my siblings gathered with my 
mother at my home.  It was a bittersweet day.  We were all so grateful to be able to be 
together, but we also had to face the likelihood that it was going to be Mom’s last 
Christmas.  Joy would not be the right word to describe that day, but there was a 
certain sense of peace.   
 
   Celebrating the birth of Christ among us does not translate into momentary, 
superficial happiness.  Conversely, it can bring a sense of serenity in being reminded 
that Christ came to be with us not only in the midst of decorations and gifts, but in all 
the moments of our lives.  Pray for all those who hunger for that joy of the Lord.  It is 
not yet out of season for me to continue to offer Christmas blessings, so Merry 
Christmas! 
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Bakers Needed 
 

Bakers are needed to make baked goods for the 

Baptism of the Lord celebration which will 

take place at the Sunday, 11:30 Mass on 

January 12th.  This Mass honors 

those children who have been 

baptized in 2019.  If interested, 

please contact Nick and Diane 

Lombardo at 631-698-5930.  

PARISH NEWS 
The Bread and Wine  

for the week January 5th - 11th 

have been donated in honor of  

Lucas Ryan Saluzzi  

on his baptism. 

 Love, Mom & Dad 

   Pray for Our Military 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We thank the men and women who serve in 
our military for their service.  We will 
continue to pray for them through 2020.  
Please let us know at any time during 2020 
if their service is finished, their title has 
changed, or you would like continued 
prayers through 2021. 

 

May God bless all who serve our nation.  
Pray for Peace! 

PFC Anna Brady 
Cpl. Richard J. DeKanchuk, USMC 
SA Anthony J. DeNicola 
FC2 Lane Dyar 
SSG Daniel Frost 
MIDN Jonathan A. Goohs Jr., USNA 
WO Christopher Kaminsky 
Sgt. Michael J. Knipper, USMC 
SSGT Ryan Mauldin 
Lt. Ryan Montvydas 
IT1 Jason Mulderig 
LCpl. Michael Palagonia, USMC We pray for the following 

parishioners whose 
funerals were celebrated 

at Holy Cross in 
December: 

 

Alfred J. Maffia 
Frank Perrino 

 
May they rest in peace,  

and may their loved ones be consoled.  

 

Ava Lynn Cagnone 
Hudson Ace Cullen 

Scarlett Elizabeth Grauer 
Olivia Quinn Hall 

Holy Cross welcomes 

these children  

Baptized in 

December 

A statement of your contributions to Holy Cross for the year 2019 will be 

sent to you upon request.  If you would like a copy, please print your 

name and address on the form below and drop in the collection basket.   
 

Name_______________________________________ 
 

Address_____________________________________________________________________ 
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The Parish of the Holy Cross 

is hosting a Winter Carnival  

for all Level 1 and 2 students and their families. 

Date:  Friday, January 17th 

Time:  7pm – 9pm 

Place: Parish of the Holy Cross Atrium 

Come join the fun -  games, crafts, refreshments, prizes! 

Please RSVP by January 10th 

631-265-2200 ext. 111 or 112 or hcreled@optonline.net 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
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PARISH OUTREACH 

AN OUTREACH CHRISTMAS THANK YOU! 
 

We were once again blessed with a tremendous response to our 
Christmas Angel project.    Our struggling households were so very 
grateful for the gift cards for their families.  As parents and family 
members, we can appreciate how good it is to provide for our 
children’s needs.  By enabling these moms and dads to do the same 
accomplishes so much more than just handing them a gift someone 
else has bought.  They can now provide in a way they couldn’t 
before. 
 
This year we helped 60 families with clothing and toys for 230 individuals, 
including 82 children.  We collected enough gift cards to provide each person with 
approximately $20 for clothing needs and an additional $25 per child for their toy 
requests.  Also, each household received a supermarket card to help with their holiday 
meal.  This means we collected and distributed over $6700 in store gift cards and 
about $1700 in supermarket cards. 
 
Thank you so much for bringing the Light of Jesus’ Birth to those who struggle each 
and every day.  You are truly special ANGELS!  Christ is born again every time we 
choose to give to another, walk with another or empower another. 
 
In addition, the parish also provided gifts to the following agencies: 
 

  33     Gifts to our friends at Olsen’s Rest Home 
 
  29     Gifts to Mercy Haven 

 
145     Toys to Pronto in Brentwood 

 
  71     Gifts to Talbot House 

 
This is a phenomenal effort that requires many volunteers to accomplish.  A very 
big “THANK YOU” to angel cutters, shoppers, pantry stockers, sorting elves, gift 
deliverers, wrappers, card writers, those who donated money, gift cards and 
special donations which helped us and our families so much.  
 
THANK YOU seems an inadequate way to express our appreciation.  I  wish you 
and your families a Very Blessed Christmas Season and a Joyous New Year.  
 

Gratefully, 
 

Mary Anne  
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Christmas Flowers in Honor/Memory of… 
We remember and pray for all our loved ones -  

those living and those who have gone before us. 

JOHN ANDREW TARTARO 

LUCY V. MAROTTA 

JOSEPH J. MAROTTA 

LUCY M. GUIFFRE 

JOSEPH J. ROSS 

DORATHY & HENRY SWENSON 

LORETTA & VINCENT LOMBARDO 

GRANDPARENTS OF FRANCISCO & ROSA 

MARTINS 

WESLEY KAMINSKY 

STEPHEN LUISI 

COURTNEY FAMILY 

KAMINSKY FAMILY 

SOPHIE GOEBEL 

JOSEPH GOEBEL 

IDA COOKE 

NEIL COOKE 

PHIL DENOBREGA 

NAVARRA FAMILY 

DENOBREGA FAMILY 

LOVAS FAMILY 

SCHWINN FAMILY 

SARAH - GEORGE - TERENCE 

GILDA & ROBERT COSTA 

JEAN & BRUNO ZAK 

ANNE & GEORGE YANKOWSKI 

CARMELLA & JAMES MAROTTA 

KATHRYN MURPHY 

KATHLEEN SURKEY 

KATHRYN MAHER 

JOHN KEVIN CLUNE 

ANNE & EDMUND MERLO 

FLORENCE SASSANO 

JOSEPHINE SASSANO 

ALBERT SASSANO 

CONNIE STUVEN 

CHRISTOPHER COTTER 

GERALD MULDERIG SR. 

JOHN PERSICH 

GRACE PERSICH 

ELIZABETH MULDERIG 

PEGGY & EDWARD SULLIVAN 

MAUREEN & JEFF KAHL 

CATHERINE HAUSER 

RICHARD HAUSER 

JOHN AURRICHIO 

DONNA ARMINE 

RONALD MORGAN 

PHILIP LANZARONE 

ROSE HIGLEY 

CARLO PACCIO 

KATHERINE COLLERAN 

SVEND LUND 

MARK DELVILLANO 

HAROLD & MARY JANE SMITH 

LCPL. JACOB LAMM 

ALYSSA DEWEEVER ROGAN 

CHRISTIAN DEWEEVER 

EILEEN LONG 

BARRY ARMANDI 

EDWARD PHILAPAVAGE 

BARBARA PHILAPAVAGE 

ANN ARMANDI 

ROCCO ARMANDI 

MARGARET MAHER 

JANE DALY 

JOHN DALY 

JAMES A. PERRY JR. 

HENRY KNIPPER 

MICHAEL H. KNIPPER 

SANDRA SAFIANOW 

MAY/KELLY FAMILY 

CLAIRE PELLICANI 

TERRENCE O’GRADY 

CATHERINE O’GRADY 

MICHAEL O’GRADY 

CHARLES INGHILTERRA 

FRANK PERRINO 

ALEC ROSS 

LOUIS ITALIANO 

MARY & CHARLES ITALIANO 

FRANK & BERTHA PERRINO 

MIRIAM O’SULLIVAN 

ANN & ALFRED ZIMMERMANN 

CAROL KLOETZER 

JOHN METZNER 

JOAN METZNER 

HOWARD JOHNSON 

ANNA JOHNSON 

ERNEST F. & GRACE CHISENA 

EDWARD PAGANUCCI 

WILLIAM W. BUSH 

JOSEPH LOCKWOOD 

GRAUS FAMILY 

LAMPACH FAMILY 

JERRY GRUENER 

EDWARD CONATY 

JOHNNY CONATY 

ALBERT CANNUSCIO 

M/M M. TERRANOVA 

THERESA SCHWARZ 

THOMAS BROPHY 

WAYNE WARSAW 
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Radio Program 
with Msgr. Jim Vlaun 

Executive Producer 
 
 
Tune into “Religion and Rock” with Msgr. Jim Vlaun on Sundays from 7:00AM 
to 8:00AM on WBAB 102.3 FM or 95.3 FM on Long Island’s East End.  Listen 
on Saturdays at 11:00PM on Sirius Radio, Channel 159, the Catholic Channel 
and at 11:00PM on XM Satellite, Channel 117.    
 
To listen online or receive more information regarding Religion and Rock go to 
www.ReligionandRock.com or at “Religion & Rock” on ITUNES. 
 
Don’t forget to tune into CATHOLIC FAITH NETWORK, Cablevision Channel 
29/137 or Verizon FIOS 296 or visit www.cfntv.org ! 
 
Here are the weekly themes for “Religion and Rock”: 

RELIGION AND ROCK 
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UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 

January 2020 through March 2020 

Register Online WWW.DRVC-FAITH.ORG 

       

      RCIA Level I 

      Our Lady of Grace, West Babylon 
      Wednesday, January 15 22, 29 

      and February 19, 2020 

      6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

      Or 

      St Martin of Tours, Bethpage 

      Thursdays, January 16, 23, 30, 
      February 6, and 13, 2020 

      10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

   

      Ministry of Consolation Level I 

      St. Aidan, Williston Park 

      Wednesdays, January 22, 29; 
      February 5, and 12, 2020 

      10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

   

      Building Intercultural Competences in Ministry 

      St. Frances Cabrini, Coram 
      Thursdays, February 6, 13, 27; 

      March 12, and 19, 2020 

      10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

         

       Catechist Training Level II 

      St. James, Setauket 
      Tuesdays, March 10, 17, 24, and 31, 2020 

      6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

         

      Bereavement Ministry Facilitator Training 

      Level I & II 

      St. Mary’s, East Islip 

      Saturday, March 28; April 4, 18, 25; 

      May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; and June 6, 2020 

      9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

For more information, workshops, or to register online, 

please visit drvc-faith.org/event/ 
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CASH CALENDAR 

Parish of the Holy Cross 
January 2020 
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MEETINGS THIS WEEK 

Saturday, January 4th       3:45 - 4:45 PM 

 HOLY HOUR          Worship Area 
 
Sunday, January 5th       After 9:30 Mass  
 ANOINTING OF THE SICK     Worship Area 
 REL. ED. FAMILY PROG.   10-11AM Fr. Joe Room 
 BAPTISMS        2PM Worship Area 

 
Monday, January 6th       4 - 6 PM 

 SPECIAL NEEDS CLASSES       Atrium 

 
Tuesday, January 7th       10 AM 

 IN STITCHES         Fr. Joe Room 

 
Wednesday, January 8th        11:30AM-2:30PM 

 SENIORS           Atrium 

 WINTER CARNIVAL MEETING  6PM Fr. Joe Room 

 LEVEL 1 PARENT MEETING  7PM Atrium 

 
Thursday, January 9th       1:30 PM 

 LEVEL 1 PARENT MEETING    Atrium 

 RCIA          7PM Sacristy  

 
Sunday, January 12th       10 - 11 AM  

 REL ED. FAMILY PROGRAM    Fr. Joe Room 
 BAPTISM CELEBRATION  11:30AM Worship Area 

CASH CALENDAR 

Congratulations to the following  
December Cash Calendar Winners!  

Next weekend, at the offertory, we will also 
be collecting for our Renovations and 
Major Repairs fund. 
 
Thank you for your support of 
this important collection! 

SPECIAL COLLECTION 

Our Holy Cross Senior Group is always 

looking for new members to join them for an 

afternoon of fun and socializing.  

 

This month the Seniors are meeting on 

January 8th and 22nd. The meeting is held in 

the atrium of the church from 11:30am to 

2:30pm.  We hope to see you there! 

SENIOR GROUP 

Date    Amount Name 
 

12/1/19  $50  James Reich 

12/2/19  $50  Patricia Guercio 

12/3/19  $50  Frank Gargiulo 

12/4/19  $50  Gabriella Behatta 

12/5/19  $50  Ryan Catania 

12/6/19  $50  Marianne Nawrocki-Caruso 

12/7/19  $50  Connie Lipnicki 

12/8/19  $50  Grace Van Epps 

12/9/19  $50  Joan Gualberti 

12/10/19  $50  Frank Gargiulo 

12/11/19  $50  Michele Burk 

12/12/19  $50  Jaclyn Cotter 

12/13/19  $50  Savannah Akhtar 

12/14/19  $50  Anthony Cassone 

12/15/19  $50  Henrietta Renken 

12/16/19  $50  Mary Ellen McCutchen 

12/17/19  $50  Angelo Dragotta 

12/18/19  $50  Thomas Rorick 

12/19/19  $50  Connor Catania 

12/20/19  $50  Connie Lipnicki 

12/21/19  $50  Metzner Family 

12/22/19  $50  Geraldine Keane 

12/23/19  $50  L. Marino 

12/24/19  $50  Scott Betz 

12/25/19     $500  Phyllis Sangimino 

12/26/19  $50  Rosaria Nastasi 

12/27/19  $50  Kevin & Kerri McGuire 

12/28/19  $50  Tom & Sophie Kecki 

12/29/19  $50  Holy Cross Food Pantry 

12/30/19  $50  Lisa Goncalves 

12/31/19  $50  Erika Hershberger 
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