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First Sunday of Lent - February 22, 2026

Let All Who Enter Be Welcomed as Christ!

Parish of the

Vision
Statement:

Holy Cross is a
vibrant Catholic

community
striving to

maintain a spirit
of welcome

to all,
serving as a

guiding beacon
to nourish and
sustain prayer,
work and play.

95 Nichols Road + Nesconset, NY 11767 + 631.265.2200
www.holycrossrc.org + www.facebook.com/pothcnesconset

Read More

Holy Cross

We celebrate Eucharist
Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM;

Saturday 5:00 PM;
Sunday 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

The 9:00 Weekday Mass & Sunday 11:30 Mass
are livestreamed on Facebook.

Come and Pray with Us!

We celebrate Reconciliation
Saturday 3:30 PM - 4:15 PM;

Wednesday after 9:00 AM Mass

Matthew 4:4

One does not live

on bread alone,

Jesus answered,

“It is written:

but on

every word

that comes forth

from the

mouth of God.”



PASTORAL STAFF OUTREACH OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 

10:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Evening Hour s by Appointment Only

(631) 265-2200www.holycrossrc.org (631) 265-2200www.holycrossrc.org

Parish Office 
FRIDAY HOURS

9 AM - 12 NOON

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU
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PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY - THURSDAY 

9 AM - 4 PM
(closed 12:15-1 PM)

PASTORAL TEAM
Reverend Michael F. Holzmann.................
Pastor

Ext. 115

Deacon Joseph Maffeo...............................
Pastoral Minister

Ext. 124

Mrs. Judith Pickel.......................................... 
Pastoral Associate

Ext. 116

Mrs. Michele Hall......................................... 
Pastoral Associate

Ext. 120

Mrs. Jennifer Miller....................................... 
Coordinator of Religious Ed.

Ext. 112

Mrs. Kelley Mowat......................................... 
Coordinator of Parish Outreach

Ext. 113

Mr. Brian Reich 
Director of Music Ministry

Mrs. Jane Wirth.............................................
Parish Secretary

Ext. 122

Ms. Karina D’Angelo.....................................
Business Manager

Ext. 111

Ext. 110

Dr. Vincent Mazurek 
Webmaster

Mr. Roberto Maza 
Custodian

Mrs. Mary Pannone.......................................
Religious Ed. Secretary

PHONE:  (631) 265-2200
FAX:  (631) 265-2229

EMAIL:  parish@holycrossrc.org

Mrs. Susan Ribeiro
Bulletin Editor
email: susanr@holycrossrc.org

Mr. Joseph Santoro
Office Support Staff

Visit our website at www.holycrossrc.org
for more information on how we can serve you.

“As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, put on

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.”

-Colossians 3:12
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The story of Jesus’ forty days in the desert begins with the description that He was led by the Spirit. This
was not some creative idea that He came up with on His own. It was His beginning on the path of His
public ministry. Great and powerful things happened in His isolation. He was tempted, and it must have
been frightening. I’m sure He felt alone. But we also hear the affirmation that He was ministered to by
angels. It was an intense experience that clarified for Him the path that He must walk. Prior to this, He
experienced that power of His baptism in which it was proclaimed that He was the Father’s beloved Son.
He now discerns all that Father asked Him to do. He will emerge from this holy time and choose His
disciples. His work will then begin. 

There is something remarkable about Lent. Mass attendance increases. Throngs of people will come on
Ash Wednesday to share in the tradition of being marked by ashes.  This is a profound and public
statement. There is a natural openness in the hearts of people to embrace this season. There is a
willingness to sacrifice. There is a willingness to break the usual routine of life in order to make these
days holy. Use well the opportunity that is before you. In what way may the Spirit be leading you to live
your life differently? What is one area of your life that you can improve, be it in your relationship with
God or in relationship to the people who are part of your life?  
 
There are many different disciplines and practices that can be chosen in this season. Reflect on
something that will make a real difference in your life. Giving up chocolate may not be the right choice if
you will still be a crazy person when you get behind the wheel of your car. Having just come back from
retreat, I will make one recommendation. If in any way you can incorporate more silence in your life, it will
likely be a fruitful practice. There is something that happens when we eliminate noise and words from
our lives. Perhaps make a conscious effort to spend less time in front of the TV or on your device. Life
really does go on beyond Facebook, Tik Tok, or whatever else may be your distraction of choice. Also
consider reflecting on our theme for the year: “Called to Compassion/Changing our World with God’s
Love.” Be led by the Spirit during these days. At times it may be challenging, but God always leads us
places where we can know his love more deeply.  

You may have noticed that Fr. Frank has not been with us since Christmas. On New Year’s Day he was not
feeling well. He ended up in Stony Brook Hospital for almost two weeks. He was diagnosed with some
heart issues which are being managed successfully. He went from the hospital to rehab for a few weeks
as is often the protocol, but now he is home. He is in good spirits and hopes to return to his usual
activities, but it may take a bit of time. Please keep him in your prayers.  

Weekly Ref lection by Fr. Michael

LED BY THE SPIRIT

Pope Leo offers a suggestion for Lent: “I would like to invite you to a very practical and
frequently unappreciated form of abstinence, that of refraining from words that offend
and hurt our neighbor. Let us begin by disarming our language, avoiding harsh words and
rash judgement, refraining from slander and speaking ill of those who are not present
and cannot defend themselves. Instead, let us strive to measure our words and cultivate
kindness and respect in our families, among our friends, at work, on social media, in
political debates, in the media and in Christian communities. In this way, words of hatred
will give way to words of hope and peace.”
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MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

FEBRUARY 28
5:00 PM

FR. MICHAEL

MARCH 1
8:00 AM

FR. MICHAEL

9:30 AM 
FR. MICHAEL 

11:30 AM
FR. MICHAEL

Visit our website at www.holycrossrc.org
to find out more about the different ministries we have to offer,

how you can be involved, and when they meet.  

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

for MARCH 1

 + Genesis 12:1-4a
+ 2 Timothy 1:8b-10
+ Matthew 17:1-9

PRESIDERS FOR
 NEXT WEEKEND’S

MASSES 

ON THE CALENDAR

Monday, February 23rd ................................................................... SPECIAL NEEDS
4:00PM - 6:00PM, Worship Area, Atrium

Tuesday, February 24th .......................................................................... IN STITCHES
10:00AM, Fr. Joe Room

Thursday, February 26th ........................................................... SCRIPTURE STUDY
10:00AM, Atrium

Sunday, March 1st ................................................................... BAPTISM GATHERING
9:30AM Mass,  Worship Area, Fr. Joe Room

Saturday, February 28th ............................................................. YCC HOSPITALITY
After 5:00PM Mass, Atrium

Wednesday, February 25th .......................................................................... SENIORS
11:30AM - 2:30PM, Atrium

Sunday, February 22nd ............................................................................... BAPTISMS
1:00PM,  Worship Area

Saturday, February 21st .................................... KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SALES
5:00PM, Atrium

Sunday, February 22nd ...................................... KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SALES
All Masses, Atrium

Practice of Faith
(Excerpt from “At Home with the Word 2026”)

This week Jesus perfectly models the spiritual practices of Lent: prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving. Forty days of fasting made Jesus hungry for God’s
Word.  Realize that in going into the desert, Jesus fasted from both food
and activity.  His solitude was also a form of fasting.  Jesus’ responses to
Satan’s temptations show how fasting made Jesus totally dependent on
God and faithful to him.  The late Pope Benedict XVI reflects, “Through
fasting and praying, we allow Him to come and satisfy the deepest hunger
that we experience in the depths of our being: the hunger and thirst for
God” (Message for Lent 2009).  Follow in the footsteps of Jesus this Lent:

Plan a fast from food.  Offer your hunger to God and ask God to fill you.

Fast from a fun activity this week.  Pray instead.

Put aside the money you saved from your fasting and give it as alms for the poor.

Wednesday, February 25th ........................................ GRANDPARENTS’ PRAYER
1:30PM, Chapel

Thursday, February 26th ...................................................................................... OCIA
7:00PM, Fr. Joe Room

Thursday, February 26th ............................................................. LEVEL 8 RETREAT
6:00PM - 9:00PM, Worship Area, Atrium

Sunday, March 1st ..................................... CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD
11:30AM Mass,  Fr. Joe Room

Sunday, March 1st ............................................................ ANOINTING OF THE SICK
After 9:30AM Mass,  Worship Area
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WE PRAY...CELEBRATE...REMEMBER

Sunday, March 1st,
will be the next date that
the Anointing of the Sick

will be offered after
the 9:30 AM Mass

Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the
church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the

name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make
the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up.

If they have sinned, they will be forgiven.
James 5:14-15

We thank
the men and women

who serve in our military
for their service.

Please pray for those in our parish
who are sick, their families and caregivers

Bob Alderdice
Alejandro Astegiano

Jo Barry
Kathy Barry 
Alison Bilski

Cole Brennan
Laurie Bronzino

Veronica Buscemi
 Judy Carlson

Michael Castellano
Mary Champagne

 Peter Chirafisi
William Ciccarelli

Stephen Crawford
Kimberly Crawford-Arbocus

Grayson Danielski
Anthony DeGennaro 

Manuela Diaz
Peter DiMauro

Claudia DiPalermo 
Ann Egan
Lisa Eger

Vincent Esposito
Ralph Farino

Yolanda Fattarusso
Sienna Fricke

Linda Giordano
James Greene

Linda Heinrichs
Ralph Hughes
Ryan Huscher

Debbie Jablinowski

Kristen Kennedy
Caroline Lazar

Carol Leahy
Victor Lewandowski

Mary Lopez
Gerald Losquadro

Jeanne Marie Malley
Janet Mangano

Olivia Melia
Geraldine Muscarnere

Loretto Narducci
Andrea Nocito
Darin Pitkanen

Patricia Pitkanen
Colleen Prinz
Carina Ranieri

Bernardine Reichbach
Mary Ann Reilly

Rob Remhild
Marcello Ricciardi

Lynn Rodger
Sean Romeo
Elaine Ruane

Jacqueline Santamaria
Casey Schultz 
Kathy Schwinn

John Serri
Celeste Sichenze

Todd Skala
Sue Southard

 Bill Tanner
Calvin Tatone

Grace Van Epps
Peter Warns

If you would like to have the name of your
loved one listed in our prayers for the sick,

please call 631-265-2200 x122.

Upcoming  Mass  Intentions

Mon.  Rinaldi family
Tues.  Neal & Concetta Romano
Wed.  Lillian Buckhout
Thur.  James Kane

Saturday, February 28, 5PM Mass
Steve Matonti, Debbie Hahn,
Paul Anthony DiGregorio, Rene Fuentes,
Richard P. Canalini

Sunday, March 1, Masses
Second Sunday of Lent

8:00AM  Mr. & Mrs. O. DeSanto, Roxana Mandralli,
                 Patricia Matos, George Baxter, Mr. Lang
9:30AM  James W. Corrigan Jr.
11:30AM People of the Parish

Week of Sunday, February 22
9:00AM Masses:

Have regard to your servant’s prayer
and his plea, O Lord my God, heeding

the cry and the prayer that your
servant prays to you.

2 Chronicles 6:19

pray without ceasing
-1 Thessalonians 5:17

https://dailyverses.net/james/5/14-15


Eat Simply…So Others May Simply Eat 

 

Lent offers us a unique period of time to evaluate our life journey as a follower of Christ. We

are encouraged to assess if this journey has led us to an improved understanding and

deepening of our relationship with our Lord, with our neighbors, and with our brothers and

sisters of the world community. 

 

For the last 34 years, we at Holy Cross have embraced our Lenten Project “Eat Simply So

Others May Simply Eat” as a way to raise our consciousness to the significant needs of

our struggling friends. We willingly sacrifice larger or better meals for simpler meals

during Lent. Our joint effort to “EAT MORE SIMPLY SO OTHERS MAY SIMPLY EAT”

unites us in a special way with one another and also with those who are struggling on

Long Island.  

  

We encourage you not only to participate in this program, but also to discuss it at the

dinner table with your children and family members. Many of us are not consciously

aware of the number of people that are struggling and hungry right here in our own

area. During 2025, our Outreach pantry served an average of 180 people each month. 

 

The Lenten envelopes marked, EAT SIMPLY…SO OTHERS MAY SIMPLY EAT, will be

available throughout the weekends of Lent.   We suggest that you place the envelope in a

prominent place in your kitchen as a reminder of how you and your family will be uniting

yourselves with our struggling neighbors and with those facing food insecurity in the world.

We encourage you to reflect, discuss and to decide how you will eat more basic meals

during Lent. Perhaps you have a favorite simple recipe to share. We’d be happy to put it in

the bulletin for fellow parishioners to try. 

   

Each weekend or whenever you choose during Lent, you may place your envelope in the   

collection basket. The monies donated will be used to help those who come to Parish

Outreach for assistance. We are continually grateful for the very generous response of

our parishioners of Holy Cross in donating money, food, and supermarket gift cards

which enables us to meet their needs. 

 

Parish Outreach 

Eat Simply

so others may

Simply Eat



“Christ has no body now but yours. Yours are the hands with which He blesses all the world.” 
~ St. Teresa of Avila
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Hands of Compassion
This year we as a parish will embrace the theme of a people “Called to Compassion.”

What does compassion mean to you?
Think of being called by name to share in this experience. Think about compassion you have received.

Let that gift inspire your life to be a means of love and compassion to those who you meet.  

Lent traditionally is a time when we reflect upon our lives and actions. 
Take time in prayer to look into your own heart.

How can you be more like the heart of Jesus?
In what ways can you become the eyes, the hands of Christ,

offering compassion to your family, your community, the world?

We ask you to think about the ways in which God may be inviting you to be an instrument of compassion.
Write down what it is YOU can do so that God’s love is brought to the world in some way.

Write your intention below in the heart, cut on the dotted line,
and bring it with you when you come to Mass on the weekend.  

You will be invited to bring it before the altar where it will remain for the season of Lent.

Cut along the dotted line.

Bring this to Mass
with you and wait for
the invitation to bring

it to the altar.



Faith
in Action
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As we start our Lenten journey, Outreach & Religious Education
would like to invite you to put your Faith into action.

Our Gospel calls us to see and help those in need. This is an invitation to put our faith
into action by simple acts that can make a big difference. Our Outreach pantry is
accessed by families, like yours, every week. This Lent, we are inviting you to join us in
keeping the shelves full and helping to feed our neighbors in need.

OUTREACH & RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

HANDS OF COMPASSION

“’For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick
and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ Then the righteous will
answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something
to drink?  When did we see you as a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe
you?  When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’  The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell
you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’” 

- Matthew 25:35-40

How it works:

To help, we are asking each grade to donate their assigned pantry item
and return it on their assigned weekend.

We are only asking for one item per student.

Please see the list below for your grade’s assigned item and weekend:

Thank you, in advance, for making Outreach families
a part of your Lenten Journey.

Grades  2  &  5

One (1)  can
of vegetables

(any  kind)

2/28  -  3/1

Grade 3

One (1)  jar
of

grape jelly

3/7  -  3/8

Grades  1  &  4

One (1)  jar
of

mayo

3/14  -  3/15

Grades  6  &  8

One (1)  jar
of

pasta sauce

3/21  -  3/22

Grade 7

One (1)  bott le
of ju ice

(non-refr igerated)

3/28  -  3/29

After you place your item in the wagon, please write your name on a paper hand
and leave it on the table so we can place it on the Hands of Compassion board.



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

(631) 265-2200www.holycrossrc.org

       at the Masses
         the weekend

of March 14th & 15th

Level 5 & Level 6
Stations of the Cross

will take place on

Thursday
March 5th at 7PM
in the Worship Area

Level 2
Reconciliation

Tuesday
March 10th
at 4pm or 6pm

or

Saturday
March 14th

at 9:30am

Level 2
Reconciliation

PRACTICE
Tuesday

March 3rd
at 7PM

LEVEL 8LEVEL 8

LEVEL 8
RETREAT
Thursday, February 26th,

from 6PM - 9PM
in the Atrium & Worship Area

Attendance is a requirement for Confirmation

If you have any questions,
please call the Religious Ed. Office

at (631) 265-2200 Ext. 112

Catechists Needed for 2026-2027 
We are seeking volunteers

willing to share faith with our parish children.

Special Need Catechists, Mondays 4pm-6pm

Level 2 Catechists for the following areas –
Cherokee, Wenonah, Bretton Woods, Mills Pond,

Eugene Auer, Mt. Pleasant, Hiawatha,
Slocum and Cayuga

If you enjoy working with children and are available for 1 hour
a week, please call Jennifer or Mary at the

Religious Education office at 631-265-2200

Catechists
for our

Religious Ed.
Program

Level 1
Draw What You See

LEVEL 1 - Draw What You See
Weekend of March 14  and 15  at all the Massesth th

Please have your child take a piece of paper and crayon
at the table in the atrium and draw what they see in Church

and then return the drawing to the basket marked “Completed”
in the atrium.

 The pictures will be displayed during the weekend of March 21  and 22 .st nd
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PRAYER, ACTION & COMMUNITY

You can pledge securely online by
visiting www.CFNtv.org or by
scanning the QR Code, using a
smartphone or any smart device.

The Catholic Faith Network (CFN) will continue our immense Telethon tradition this year! This
exciting event will commence on Saturday, February 28th, from 2 PM and continue through
Monday, March 2nd, at 8:30 AM. Guaranteed to be the most engaging telethon to date, the
entertainment will continue with many surprise guests along with our on-air family that you have
come to know. Please join the excitement and consider pledging! The process is easy, you can
pledge securely online by visiting www.CFNtv.org or by scanning the QR Code above, using a
smartphone or any smart device. We know we can continue to count on you, as we always have!
CFN is available throughout the Tri-State Area on Optimum, channel 29/137; Verizon FiOS TV
channel 296; Spectrum, channel 162/471. Additionally, you can tune in nationwide on the following
streaming services – Amazon Fire TV, Samsung Smart TV, Roku, Android TV, and Apple TV.

Saturday, February 28th, from 2 PM through Monday, March 2nd, at 8:30 AM.

LENTEN  FAMILY CALENDAR

Suggestions to deepen your Lenten season with your family

brought to you by Loyola Press

GRANDPARENTS’ PRAYER GROUP
Grandparents f ill the world with Love

Wednesday, February 25th, at 1:30PM in the Chapel

The Parish of the Holy Cross will be hosting Stations of the Cross on Friday, March 20th, at 7pm for the entire Parish. 

First Sunday of Lent

Attend Mass often.
The Eucharist is our
greatest communal
prayer and a surefire
way to encounter

Jesus.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Fr iday Saturday

Pray with your
family at

mealtime. Make a
point of praying

for people
in need.

At bedtime, pray
for people who

are homeless and
sleeping on the
streets tonight.

Be more
courteous in your
attitude, words,

and deeds.

Make a list of ten
things you are
grateful for in

your life.

Fast from
criticizing others

aloud or silently in
your mind. Seek
to understand

instead.

Pray while
creating a piece

of artwork.
Do something

creative, and do
so for the glory of

God.

Please consider electronic giving
to help support our parish.

For more information, contact Karina,
in the parish office at 631-265-2200 Ext. 110



Name ____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________

Town ____________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________

Town ____________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________

Town ____________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________

Town ____________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________________

Winter WindfallWinter Windfall
For many years the Cash Calendar was a part of the Holy Cross routine,

and this fundraiser provided some additional financial support to the parish.
At this time, it is unlikely that we have enough parishioners attending Mass

on a weekly basis to support a monthly drawing,
so we will continue as we have done for the past few years with our quarterly drawing.

• $10 per ticket

• Tickets are available for purchase
  December, January and February.

• Drawing will be held FEB. 26TH

This is the pay scale which will be offered:

1 Prize @ $250
2 Prizes @ $100
10 Prizes @ $50
15 Prizes @ $25

This formula was based upon selling 250 tickets @ $10 each.
If more than 250 tickets are sold, the number of prizes will be increased.

Please cut out and use the tickets below.
You may return your entries by placing them in an envelope and depositing it in the basket on weekends,

or returning them to the Parish Office.

Thank you for your support!

Winter Windfall Winter Windfall

Winter Windfall Winter Windfall




