
Third Sunday of Advent - December 14, 2025

Let All Who Enter Be Welcomed as Christ!
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maintain a spirit
of welcome

to all,
serving as a

guiding beacon
to nourish and
sustain prayer,
work and play.

95 Nichols Road + Nesconset, NY 11767 + 631.265.2200
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Read More

Holy Cross

We celebrate Eucharist
Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM;

Saturday 5:00 PM;
Sunday 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

The 9:00 Weekday Mass & Sunday 11:30 Mass
are livestreamed on Facebook.

Come and Pray with Us!

We celebrate Reconciliation
Saturday 3:30 PM - 4:15 PM;

Wednesday after 9:00 AM Mass

The farmer waits patiently for the precious fruit of the earth...

You too must be patient.
-James 5:7-8



PASTORAL STAFF NEW OUTREACH HOURS: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 

10:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Evening Hour s by Appointment Only

(631) 265-2200www.holycrossrc.org (631) 265-2200www.holycrossrc.org

Parish Office 
FRIDAY HOURS

9 AM - 12 NOON

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY - THURSDAY 

9 AM - 4 PM
(closed 12:15-1 PM)

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU

PASTORAL TEAM
Reverend Michael F. Holzmann.................
Pastor

Ext. 115

Deacon Joseph Maffeo...............................
Pastoral Minister

Ext. 124

Mrs. Judith Pickel.......................................... 
Pastoral Associate

Ext. 116

Mrs. Michele Hall......................................... 
Pastoral Associate

Ext. 120

Mrs. Jennifer Miller....................................... 
Coordinator of Religious Ed.

Ext. 112

Mrs. Kelley Mowat......................................... 
Coordinator of Parish Outreach

Ext. 113

Mr. Brian Reich 
Director of Music Ministry

Mrs. Jane Wirth.............................................
Parish Secretary

Ext. 122

Ms. Karina D’Angelo.....................................
Business Manager

Ext. 111

Ext. 110

Dr. Vincent Mazurek 
Webmaster

Mr. Roberto Maza 
Custodian

Mrs. Mary Pannone.......................................
Religious Ed. Secretary

PHONE:  (631) 265-2200
FAX:  (631) 265-2229

EMAIL:  parish@holycrossrc.org

Mrs. Susan Ribeiro
Bulletin Editor
email: susanr@holycrossrc.org

Mr. Joseph Santoro
Office Support Staff

Visit our website at www.holycrossrc.org
for more information on how we can serve you.
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In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist poses a question, “Are you He who is to come, or do we look for
another?” This question comes to Jesus through some of the disciples of John the Baptist. Jesus could have
answered the question with a simple “yes.” Instead, he says to them to go tell John everything you see. “Tell
him of the miracles you have seen of the blind being given the gift of sight and the lame able to walk again.
Let him know it is to the poor the message of good news is preached.” Once John the Baptist has this
information, then he can decide for himself whether Jesus is the one or not. Faith is not a matter of
repeating what others say, rather it is affirmed within the heart of each person.

As the passage continues, Jesus speaks about John. It is clearly John’s intention not to be a superstar who
attracts attention to himself. He says he will not be the one to wear fancy clothes. He says he will not be “a reed
blowing in the wind,” which means a person who momentarily gains the popularity of many. He came to proclaim
a message of hope and compassion. This new life is not going to be rooted in any of the laws, traditions or
structures of the time. There is something new to his message. In this regard, Jesus and John the Baptist share
the same perspective.  It is both engaging as well as challenging. Jesus told John the Baptist he had to figure it
out for himself. Jesus said the presence of God will always be found in relation to the poor, the marginalized, and
the broken. The same message is offered to us. We need to discern the truth of God in our own hearts. We need
to seek his presence in unexpected places.

There is an interesting element at work in the Gospel. It may seem strange that John the Baptist who proclaimed
the coming of Jesus is now questioning Jesus’ identity. The key in understanding this question lies in the fact that
at this moment John is in prison. Amid his brokenness and fears, his faith is questioned. For all of us, that too is
likely when our faith will be tested. It’s easy to proclaim to be a person of faith when all is going well. It is when we
are immersed in the challenges and heartache of life that the vitality of our faith may become tenuous. We need
to journey with the Lord in those dark and trying days of our life which inevitably will come along.

Yes, we need to seek the presence of God at work in those times of lowliness in our lives. But beyond that, we
need to understand that the message of Jesus was always in relation to those for whom the entirety of their lives
is immersed in hardship. Jesus consistently ministers to the poor, the broken and those on the fringe of society. It
was to them that new life was offered. It was in their lives that real transformation took place. There is no way
that we can believe we are faithful disciples of Jesus while being dismissive of those in our world who are the
poor, broken and on the fringe of life.

As we prepare to celebrate the one who brings us life, may we always be mindful it is not only for our personal
edification that God sent his Son into the world. We are called to be a people who mirror the compassion of Christ
and bring that gift to those who hunger and struggle in this life. 

Weekly Ref lection by Fr. Michael

DECIDE FOR YOURSELF
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DECEMBER 20
5:00 PM

FR. MICHAEL 

DECEMBER 21
8:00 AM

FR. MICHAEL 

9:30 AM 
FR. FRANK 

11:30 AM
FR. FRANK

PARISH OFFICE WILL CLOSE AT 3PM ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16TH

Visit our website at www.holycrossrc.org
to find out more about the different ministries we have to offer,

how you can be involved, and when they meet.  

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

for DECEMBER 21

 + Isaiah 7:10-14
+ Romans 1:1-7

+ Matthew 1:18-24

CELEBRANTS FOR
 NEXT WEEKEND’S

MASSES 

ON THE CALENDAR

Monday, December 15th ................................................................. SPECIAL NEEDS 
4:00PM - 6:00PM, Worship Area, Atrium                             

Tuesday, December 16th ........................................................................ IN STITCHES
10:00AM, Fr. Joe Room

Saturday, December 13th ......................................................... RITE OF WELCOME 
5:00PM Mass, Worship Area

Saturday, December 13th ................................. KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SALES
5:00PM Mass, Atrium

Saturday, December 13th ........................................................... YCC HOSPITALITY 
After 5:00PM Mass, Atrium

Sunday, December 14th .................................... KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SALES
All Masses, Atrium

Sunday, December 14th ........................................................ BAPTISM GATHERING
9:30AM Mass, Worship Area, Fr. Joe Room

Sunday, December 14th .............................................................................. BAPTISMS
1:00PM, Worship Area

Thursday, December 18th ......................................................... SCRIPTURE STUDY 
10:00AM, Atrium

Sunday, December 21st ........................... CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD
11:30AM Mass, Fr. Joe Room

The third Sunday of Advent is
traditionally called Gaudete Sunday.
Gaudete is the Latin word meaning

“rejoice.”
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WE PRAY...CELEBRATE...REMEMBER

Please pray for those in our parish
who are sick, their families and caregivers

Bob Alderdice
Alejandro Astegiano

Jo Barry
Kathy Barry 
Alison Bilski

Cole Brennan
Laurie Bronzino

Veronica Buscemi
 Judy Carlson

Mary Champagne
 Peter Chirafisi

William Ciccarelli
Stephen Crawford

Kimberly Crawford-Arbocus
Grayson Danielski

Anthony DeGennaro 
Manuela Diaz

Peter DiMauro 
Ann Egan
Lisa Eger

Vincent Esposito
Ralph Farino

Yolanda Fattarusso
Sienna Fricke

Linda Giordano
James Greene

Linda Heinrichs
Ralph Hughes
Ryan Huscher

Debbie Jablinowski
Kristen Kennedy

Caroline Lazar
Carol Leahy

Victor Lewandowski
Mary Lopez

Gerald Losquadro
Jeanne Marie Malley

Janet Mangano
Steve Matonti

Olivia Melia
Geraldine Muscarnere

Loretto Narducci
Andrea Nocito
Darin Pitkanen

Patricia Pitkanen
Colleen Prinz
Carina Ranieri

Bernardine Reichbach
Rob Remhild

Christine Ridulfo 
Lynn Rodger
Sean Romeo
Elaine Ruane

Jacqueline Santamaria
Casey Schultz 
Kathy Schwinn

John Serri
Celeste Sichenze

Todd Skala
Sue Southard

 Bill Tanner
Calvin Tatone

Grace Van Epps
Peter Warns

If you would like to have the name of your
loved one listed in our prayers for the sick,

please call 631-265-2200 x122.

Upcoming  Mass  Intentions

Mon.  Robert Constantino
Tues.  Stan Grom II (living)
Wed.  Charles Ferraro
Thur.  Antoinette Pico (living)

Saturday, December 20, 5PM Mass
Paul DiGregorio, Anne DiGregorio,
Paul Anthony DiGregorio, Joseph Ficarola,
William Boucher, Robert Tavis

Sunday, December 21, Masses
Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00AM  David Davila
9:30AM  Michael Corcoran, Gloria Posimato,
                 Dolores Tranchino, Marge Cortegiano,
                 Joseph Primerano
11:30AM People of the Parish

Week of Sunday, December 14
9:00AM Masses:

We thank
the men and women

who serve in our military
for their service.

May my prayer be set before
you like incense; may the

lif ting up of my hands be like
the evening sacrif ice.

Psalm 141:2



PARISH OUTREACH

For the month of December, Outreach will not be requesting any food items.

This is due to your generosity and support of the Outreach Pantry the last few weeks.
Thank you! 

Homebound Ministers -
We invite you to join
this vital ministry!
Can you see yourself ministering to those 
who are homebound? Can you see yourself 
sharing a half an hour a week visiting, praying,
and delivering the Eucharist to those who are,
at times, forgotten? 

Our Homebound Ministry is growing, and we need your
help!  A small-time commitment and a loving heart are
all that are needed.  We invite you to be part of this vital
parish ministry that supports and ministers to those who
are unable to join us at Sunday Mass.  We are asking for
your help in serving those we are called to serve.  The
impact you will make on a person’s life is  far beyond the
time given.  If you are interested, please contact the
Parish Outreach Office at (631) 265-2200 ext. 113 for
more information and any questions you may have.  
Thank you! 

Are you or someone you know
in the parish, homebound or
anticipating an operation or

treatment of cancer?

We are eager to know, in a more
personal way, our parishioners who are

homebound or hospitalized. 
Often, we do not hear of a person’s illness or

inability to join us for Sunday Mass. 

We need your assistance and invite you to
help us see those in need and make the
connection to our loved parishioners.  Please
call (631) 265-2200 ext. 113 or stop by Parish
Outreach to let us know of these parishioners
who are special to us.  Thank you! 

(631) 265-2200www.holycrossrc.org

A Message from our Outreach Office...
We are grateful that you think of us when you have a household item you would like to
donate, but please do not leave items in the Atrium without calling the Outreach office
first. We have limited space to store items. When you call, we would be happy to give
referrals where you can drop off your item if we don’t need it. Thank you. 

Have extra coins to spare?  Remember “Kevin Bacon”
Don’t forget to feed “Kevin Bacon” your quarters

when you come to Mass on Sundays!   
Your donation benefits Heifer International.



PRAYER, ACTION & COMMUNITY
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Practice of Hope
(Excerpt from “At Home with the Word 2026”)
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For additional information, join our Remind group:
rmd.at/ycchc

 or please email Angela at:
youthcc@holycrossrc.org
to get a Sign-Up Genius Link

YOUTH COMMUNITY CARESYOUTH COMMUNITY CARES

If you are a middle school or high school student
looking for community service hours,

sign up for the Remind app
to get information about future events!

How can you be an ambassador of hope to “those whose hearts are frightened”?  How can you work for “justice
for the oppressed”?  How can you provide “food to the hungry”?

Pray to the Holy Spirit to help you discern concrete ways that you can bring hope to others in your family and
community.  Just as Jesus gave hope to the imprisoned John the Baptist, you too can give hope with healing
words.  Give comfort to someone suffering from a serious illness.  Be patient with family members, pray for
guidance, allow the Lord to open your deaf ears, and work for peaceful solutions.

Examine your conscience this week.  Have you spoken out against inhumane conditions in nursing homes,
prisons, or refugee camps? Have you remained silent when others demean immigrants or the homeless?  How
has your prayer moved you to action in support of justice?

Blessed Sacrament Council #11416
Parish of the Holy Cross

will have a table in the atrium during
weekend Masses welcoming parishioners,

selling Christmas magnets

Weekend of
December

13 & 14

Merry Christmas and many thanks
for everyone’s support this year!

We welcome prospective members to join The Knights
Visit: www.kofc.org for more info

Children’s
Liturgy of the

Word

Every  1st

and 3rd

Sunday  of the month

at  the 11 :30AM Mass

JOIN US

on Sunday,  December  21st .

Children in Kindergarten

through 3  graderd

Be patient,
and be ready;
the coming of

the Lord
is near.



HOLY CROSS TRAVEL

HOLY
CROSS
TRAVEL
CLUB

Sight & Sound 
Theatre

The
Bethlehem
Hotel

Lunch at the
Red Caboose



 CLUB ADVENTURES

Lancaster
Sights

Christmas Market
    at the site of
       Bethlehem Steel plant

Old Bethlehem

Those who joined the 
Holy Cross Travel Club for its most recent trip to
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, enjoyed their 3-day adventure,
including the production of “Noah” at the
Sight & Sound Theatre and other local attractions.
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PRAYER, ACTION & COMMUNITY

Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love

Next weekend at the offertory
we will be collecting for our

Renovations and Major Repairs fund.

Thank you for your continued support!

Missalettes

If you didn’t get a chance to order a
2026 Missalette, you can still purchase one for

$12 in the Parish Office.

Christmas 2025 Mass Schedule

The Nativity of the Lord

Christmas Mass

Intentions

Joy May the God of hope
fill you with all JOY

and peace in believing.
-Romans 15:13

Due to bulletin printing deadlines,
names of loved ones from the Christmas
flower envelopes will begin to appear

in the Christmas bulletin.
If you do not see the name of your loved one

in the Christmas bulletin,
names will be in bulletins in

the following weeks after Christmas.
Thank you for your understanding.

 In lieu of individual announced
intentions at the Christmas Masses,

there are cards in the atrium on which to
write your special intentions.

These cards will be placed on the Altar
at all the Christmas Masses.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Saturday, December 2Oth @ 5:00PM

Sunday, December 21st @ 8:00AM, 9:30AM & 11:30AM

Christmas Eve
Wednesday, December 24th @ 4:00PM, 6:00PM & 10:00PM

Christmas Day
Thursday, December 25th @ 8:00AM, 9:30AM & 11:30AM

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
Saturday, December 27th @ 5:00PM

Sunday, December 28th @ 8:00AM, 9:30AM & 11:30AM

Solemnity of Mary
Wednesday, December 31st @ 5:00PM

Thursday, January 1st @ 10:00AM

Confessions
Saturdays: 3:30 – 4:15PM

Wednesday, December 17, After 9:00AM Mass
Monday, December 22nd: After the 9:00AM Mass,

2:00PM - 4:00PM and 6:00PM - 7:30PM

There will be no confession on Wednesday, the 24th



Name ____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________

Town ____________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________

Town ____________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________

Town ____________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________

Town ____________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________________

For many years the Cash Calendar was a part of the Holy Cross routine,
and this fundraiser provided some additional financial support to the parish.

At this time, it is unlikely that we have enough parishioners attending Mass
on a weekly basis to support a monthly drawing,

so we will continue as we have done for the past few years with our quarterly drawing.

Winter WindfallWinter Windfall

• $10 per ticket

• Tickets are available for purchase
  December, January and February.

• Drawing will be held FEB. 26TH

This is the pay scale which will be offered:

1 Prize @ $250
2 Prizes @ $100
10 Prizes @ $50
15 Prizes @ $25

This formula was based upon selling 250 tickets @ $10 each.
If more than 250 tickets are sold, the number of prizes will be increased.

Please cut out and use the tickets below.
You may return your entries by placing them in an envelope and depositing it in the basket on weekends,

or returning them to the Parish Office.

Thank you for your support!

Winter Windfall Winter Windfall

Winter Windfall Winter Windfall



MOLONEY

Family Funeral Homes, Inc.

Francis D. Moloney, Jr.

Administrator George Olsen Jr.
366 Gibbs Pond Rd - PO Box 256
Nesconset (631) 588-5676

24 Hr. Emergency Service
Phone/Fax (631) 580-7500

B& PLUMBING

& HEATING
Senior Discount 10%

315 Smithtown Blvd.
Nesconset Parishioner

"Caring that Counts"
LAKE RONKONKOMA
132 Ronkonkoma Avenue

(631) 588-1515

4

CENTRAL ISLIP
130 Carleton Avenue

(631) 234-6000

0%
INTEREST

NEIGHBORHOOD
ELECTRIC

FREE ESTIMATES

1(631) 487-0939
1(516) 417-8403

Master Card

VISA

Lenny Mannino
Master aster ElectricianEle
Licensed & Insured

SCOVER

10% OFF

HAUPPAUGE
840 Wheeler Road (Rte. 111)

(631) 361-7500

Little

211P

RONKONKOMA, L.I.

HUNTINGTON, LI
HON

ВОНЕМIA
1320 Lakeland Avenue

(631) 589-1500

V

981-9631

Since 1972

www.moloneyfh.com
HOLBROOK

825 Main Street

(631) 981-7500

PORT JEFFERSON STATION
523 Route 112

(631) 473-3800 SCAN THIS

Story Book Homes Inc.
Custom Homes Apartments

Developers Planned Communities
BUS. OFFICE

631-265-6131

Fireside Catholic Heritage Edition Bible

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New American Bible
Revised Edition translation is the ideal Catholic Family
Bible.

Features: Our Catholic Family, Family Record section
and Burgundy padded cover with gold-gilded page edges.

Only $79.99 post paid
C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc.

200 Dale Street. W. W. BabyBabylon, NY 11704
Enclosed please find check/money order for $

HOLY BIBL

to cover the cost of

(quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped post
paid to:G COLDWELL BANKER

AMERICAN HOME Name

Address
Susan A. Lampach
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson City

SRES, CBR & PSA

(631) 806-8579 Mobile

slampach@cbamhomes.com

State Zip

Licensed since 2003
Parishioner

KERRY J. MAHER

829 Middle Country Road
(Jericho Turnpike) Route 25 St. James

(631) 584-5200

ST. JAMES
FUNERAL HOME

~A Home for Funerals & Cremations~

KENNETH J. MAHER, JR.

"Personal Attention & Dignified Service

- Our Continuing Tradition”

www.StJamesFuneralHome.com

~HONORING THE LEGACY OF DEACON KENNETH J MAHER & AELYSCHE M. MAHER~

Advanced health care,

personalized for all

To schedule an appointment,

call (866) MY-LI-DOC

catholichealthli.org

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

YOU NEED A MEDICAL ALERT

At HOME or AWAY

•GPS. Fall Alert. 24/7. 365 Monitoring
Ambulance Police. Fire Family/Friends

MDMedAlert

As Low As $199

Catholic
Health

No Contract - No Fees. E-Z Setup.md-medalert.com CALL 800 867-7250

Branch
FUNERAL HOMES

Funerals & Cremations

Owned & Operated by The Vigliante Family

BRANCHFH.COM

of Long

FORA

Premier Printing
ALL YOUR PRINTING

Island

NEEDS

Wedding Books • Color Flyers Call or email
24 0%

INTEREST
Birth Announcements

us for a free
Brochures

quote today!
Christmas Cards

NEIGHBORHOOD

ELECTRIC

FREE ESTIMATES

1(631) 487-0939

1 (516) 417-8403
Lenny Mannino

VISA

Master ElectricianMaster Elecinician
Licensed & Insured

10% OFF

Save the Dates
Invitationsinvitations
Envelopes
Thank You Cards 631-213-2128

premierprintingli@gmail.com

Four Generations of Hope, Guidance & Compassion

Smithtown

• Funeral & Cremation Services

• Preplanning Services

• On-site Reception Center

190 East Main St., Smithtown, NY | 631.724.9500

#201 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994. www.thechurchbulletininc.com geosk@aol.com

OTHER CONVENIENT

LOCATIONS:

Branch Funeral Home

of Commack

631.493.7200

Branch Funeral Home

of Miller Place

631.744.9700
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