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Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time - February 15, 2026
Ash Wednesday - February 18, 2026

Let All Who Enter Be Welcomed as Christ!

Parish of the

Vision
Statement:

Holy Cross is a
vibrant Catholic

community
striving to

maintain a spirit
of welcome

to all,
serving as a

guiding beacon
to nourish and
sustain prayer,
work and play.

95 Nichols Road + Nesconset, NY 11767 + 631.265.2200
www.holycrossrc.org + www.facebook.com/pothcnesconset

Read More

Holy Cross

We celebrate Eucharist
Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM;

Saturday 5:00 PM;
Sunday 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

The 9:00 Weekday Mass & Sunday 11:30 Mass
are livestreamed on Facebook.

Come and Pray with Us!

We celebrate Reconciliation
Saturday 3:30 PM - 4:15 PM;

Wednesday after 9:00 AM Mass

Joel 2:13

for He is merciful and
compassionate,

slow to get angry and

He is eager to relent and
not punish.

Return to the Lord
your God,

filled with
unfailing love.



PASTORAL STAFF OUTREACH OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 

10:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Evening Hour s by Appointment Only

(631) 265-2200www.holycrossrc.org (631) 265-2200www.holycrossrc.org

Parish Office 
FRIDAY HOURS

9 AM - 12 NOON

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU
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PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY - THURSDAY 

9 AM - 4 PM
(closed 12:15-1 PM)

PASTORAL TEAM
Reverend Michael F. Holzmann.................
Pastor

Ext. 115

Deacon Joseph Maffeo...............................
Pastoral Minister

Ext. 124

Mrs. Judith Pickel.......................................... 
Pastoral Associate

Ext. 116

Mrs. Michele Hall......................................... 
Pastoral Associate

Ext. 120

Mrs. Jennifer Miller....................................... 
Coordinator of Religious Ed.

Ext. 112

Mrs. Kelley Mowat......................................... 
Coordinator of Parish Outreach

Ext. 113

Mr. Brian Reich 
Director of Music Ministry

Mrs. Jane Wirth.............................................
Parish Secretary

Ext. 122

Ms. Karina D’Angelo.....................................
Business Manager

Ext. 111

Ext. 110

Dr. Vincent Mazurek 
Webmaster

Mr. Roberto Maza 
Custodian

Mrs. Mary Pannone.......................................
Religious Ed. Secretary

PHONE:  (631) 265-2200
FAX:  (631) 265-2229

EMAIL:  parish@holycrossrc.org

Mrs. Susan Ribeiro
Bulletin Editor
email: susanr@holycrossrc.org

Mr. Joseph Santoro
Office Support Staff

Visit our website at www.holycrossrc.org
for more information on how we can serve you.

“Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘Execute true justice, show

mercy and compassion everyone to his brother. Do not

oppress the widow or the fatherless, the alien or the poor. Let

none of you plan evil in his heart against his brother.’”

Zechariah 7:9-10

https://ref.ly/Zech%207.8-10;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Zech%207.8-10;nkjv?t=biblia
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I write this article on my first morning back. I was at a men’s retreat at the Manresa Retreat House in
Convent, Louisiana. It is run by the Jesuits. In addition to the retreat, I took a detour through Baton
Rouge, and I spent a night in New Orleans. I am afraid to tell you that most days the temperature hit the
70s. I did not know this would be one of our most severe winters when I booked this trip back in
November. I felt a tad guilty, but I rolled up my sleeves and enjoyed it.

A simple rule of life is if you want to hear God, just be quiet. This was a silent retreat. The very fact that
no one spoke to one another lends oneself to hear the whispering of God in many places. There is an
interesting dynamic at work when you have a large group who are all silent. Somehow its power is
intensified in it being a shared experience. What was even a greater blessing is that we were urged to
turn off our phones for the duration of the retreat. I went 72 hours without looking at a single text or
email. That alone was a cathartic experience. There was some “technology withdrawal” and fears of
losing touch with the world, but life went on peacefully. No need to keep track of time, they rang a bell
to let you know when the next event was about to begin. It was a period of freedom and tranquility.

I did not have any profound revelations. The insights I received were all simple messages and reminders:
I am loved. We are loved.  
God is good.  
There can be great joy found in something as simple as eating a meal. 
Trust in God; worrying is a fruitless exercise. 
My mom passed away just over six years ago. I would have thought the grieving process would have
been well over by now. But much to my surprise, there was still a wave of healing and comfort to be
received.  
God always calls us to more. Keep listening and his invitation becomes clearer.  
The retreat house property was filled with countless mighty oak trees. Each one was a work of art.
They could actually teach lessons of life by their very existence.

I have not traveled much in the South. But every time I visit, there is something about “Southern
hospitality” that enriches the experience. There is a gentle and gracious spirit woven into the hearts of
many people that just exudes from their presence. Whether it be the dining room staff at the retreat
house or the shuttle bus driver at the airport, there is a welcoming energy that is unmistakable. I must
also say that many of their culinary specialties make me do backflips of joy. Among my favorites that I
had on this trip included fried catfish, charbroiled oysters, po-boys, gumbo, rice and beans, and even
grits (served at every breakfast) were satisfying.

Now back to parish life. This weekend we formally introduce our theme of “Called to Compassion.”
Wednesday is Ash Wednesday. Next Sunday we begin the great Lenten stories at Mass. I pray I am
spiritually charged up for these holy times that await.  If not, I will happily go back for more.  

Weekly Ref lection by Fr. Michael

RETREAT REFLECTIONS
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MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

FEBRUARY 21
5:00 PM

FR. MICHAEL

FEBRUARY 22
8:00 AM

FR. MICHAEL

9:30 AM 
FR. MICHAEL 

11:30 AM
FR. MICHAEL

Visit our website at www.holycrossrc.org
to find out more about the different ministries we have to offer,

how you can be involved, and when they meet.  

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

for FEBRUARY 22

 + Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7
+ Romans 5:12, 17-19

+ Matthew 4:1-11

PRESIDERS FOR
 NEXT WEEKEND’S

MASSES 

ON THE CALENDAR

Monday, February 16th ........................................................................... DAILY MASS
9:00AM, Chapel

Tuesday, February 17th ........................................................................... IN STITCHES
10:00AM, Fr. Joe Room

Wednesday, February 18th ............................................. ASH WEDNESDAY MASS
9:00AM, Worship Area

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES at 7AM, 12 noon, 4PM (Children’s Service), & 7PM

Thursday, February 19th ............................................................ SCRIPTURE STUDY
10:00AM, Atrium

Sunday, February 22nd ................................................................................ BAPTISMS
1:00PM,  Worship Area

Sunday, February 15th ............................. CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD
11:30AM Mass,  Fr. Joe Room

Saturday, February 14th ......................................................................... HOLY HOUR
3:45PM - 4:45PM, Worship Area

Monday, February 16th ............................................... PARISH OFFICE IS CLOSED
                                                                         In Observance of Presidents’ Day

Tuesday, February 17th ...................................................................... MOMS’ GROUP
7:00PM, Fr. Joe Room. (NEW TIME!)

Tuesday, February 17th ......................................... KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MTG.
7:30PM, Atrium

Saturday, February 21st .................................... KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SALES
5:00PM, Atrium

Sunday, February 22nd ...................................... KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SALES
All Masses, Atrium

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ,
as though God were making an appeal through us;

we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
He made Him who knew no sin to be sin in our behalf,

so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

-2 Corinthians 5:20-21
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WE PRAY...CELEBRATE...REMEMBER

We thank
the men and women

who serve in our military
for their service.

Please pray for those in our parish
who are sick, their families and caregivers

Bob Alderdice
Alejandro Astegiano

Jo Barry
Kathy Barry 
Alison Bilski

Cole Brennan
Laurie Bronzino

Veronica Buscemi
 Judy Carlson

Michael Castellano
Mary Champagne

 Peter Chirafisi
William Ciccarelli

Stephen Crawford
Kimberly Crawford-Arbocus

Grayson Danielski
Anthony DeGennaro 

Manuela Diaz
Peter DiMauro

Claudia DiPalermo 
Ann Egan
Lisa Eger

Vincent Esposito
Ralph Farino

Yolanda Fattarusso
Sienna Fricke

Linda Giordano
James Greene

Linda Heinrichs
Ralph Hughes
Ryan Huscher

Debbie Jablinowski

Kristen Kennedy
Caroline Lazar

Carol Leahy
Victor Lewandowski

Mary Lopez
Gerald Losquadro

Jeanne Marie Malley
Janet Mangano

Olivia Melia
Geraldine Muscarnere

Loretto Narducci
Andrea Nocito
Darin Pitkanen

Patricia Pitkanen
Colleen Prinz
Carina Ranieri

Bernardine Reichbach
Mary Ann Reilly

Rob Remhild
Marcello Ricciardi

Lynn Rodger
Sean Romeo
Elaine Ruane

Jacqueline Santamaria
Casey Schultz 
Kathy Schwinn

John Serri
Celeste Sichenze

Todd Skala
Sue Southard

 Bill Tanner
Calvin Tatone

Grace Van Epps
Peter Warns

If you would like to have the name of your
loved one listed in our prayers for the sick,

please call 631-265-2200 x122.

Upcoming  Mass  Intentions

Mon.  Edith Martha Birk
Tues.  Jean Everts
Wed.  The Maria Collaro Family (living)
Thur.  Steve Matonti

Saturday, February 21, 5PM Mass
Patrick Keena Sr., Judy Keena, Lucy Follo,
Gennaro Cangiano, James Eng,
Isabella Burton Smith, Eileen Kamine

Sunday, February 22, Masses
First Sunday of Lent

8:00AM  Mr. & Mrs. O. DeSanto
9:30AM  People of the Parish
11:30AM Pedro Banaguas, Guillerma Banaguas,
                 Crocefissa Silvana Sparace,
                 Philip Fitzpatrick, Salvatore Sollazzo

Week of Sunday, February 15
9:00AM Masses:

May my prayer be set before
you like incense; may the

lif ting up of my hands be like
the evening sacrif ice.

Psalm 141:2



Children and Ashes...
*Our 4 PM service will be more “child friendly.”

These services will be shorter, with a homily geared to a child’s understanding. This will enable
the children to enter into the spirit of Lent in a manner appropriate for their age.

Fast and Abstinence
All Catholics who have reached their fourteenth year are bound to abstain entirely from meat on
Ash Wednesday and all the Fridays of Lent. All Catholics between the ages of eighteen and
fifty-nine inclusive are also bound to observe the law of fast on Ash Wednesday and Good
Friday. This means limiting oneself to a single full meal and avoiding food between meals. Two
other light meals, which together do not equal a full meal, may be taken during the day.

Ash Wednesday is February 18th. 
Ashes will be distributed at

7 AM, 9 AM Mass, 12 Noon,
4 PM*, & 7 PM.

TENEBRAE SERVICE

Monday, March 30, 2026: 7:30 PM (LS)

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)

Wednesdays in Lent: after 9:00 AM Mass

Saturdays in Lent: 3:30 PM - 4:15 PM

Monday, March 30: 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM & 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Good Friday, April 3: 9:00 AM - 9:30 AM

Holy Saturday, April 4: 9:00 AM - 9:30 AM

PALM SUNDAY MARCH 29, 2026

Saturday 3/28/26: 5:00 PM Mass

Sunday: 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM (LS)

HOLY THURSDAY APRIL 2, 2026

Mass of the Lord’s Supper - 8:00 PM (LS)

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 10:00 PM

GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 3, 2026

Children’s Service - 12:00 Noon (LS) 

Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion - 3:00 PM (LS)

HOLY SATURDAY APRIL 4, 2026

Solemn Easter Vigil - 8:00 PM (LS)

No Afternoon Confessions or 5:00 PM Mass on Holy Saturday(LS) = Also Live Streamed

Holy Week

&

Easter
Schedule 2026

EASTER SUNDAY

APRIL 5, 2026

Masses:

8:00 AM

9:30 AM

11:30 AM (LS)



“Christ has no body now but yours. Yours are the hands with which He blesses all the world.” 
~ St. Teresa of Avila
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Hands of Compassion
This year we as a parish will embrace the theme of a people “Called to Compassion.”

What does compassion mean to you?
Think of being called by name to share in this experience. Think about compassion you have received.

Let that gift inspire your life to be a means of love and compassion to those who you meet.  

Lent traditionally is a time when we reflect upon our lives and actions. 
Take time in prayer to look into your own heart.

How can you be more like the heart of Jesus?
In what ways can you become the eyes, the hands of Christ,

offering compassion to your family, your community, the world?

We ask you to think about the ways in which God may be inviting you to be an instrument of compassion.
Write down what it is YOU can do so that God’s love is brought to the world in some way.

Write your intention below in the heart, cut on the dotted line,
and bring it with you when you come to Mass on the weekend.  

You will be invited to bring it before the altar where it will remain for the season of Lent.

Cut along the dotted line.

Bring this to Mass
with you and wait for
the invitation to bring

it to the altar.



Faith
in Action
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As we start our Lenten journey, Outreach & Religious Education
would like to invite you to put your Faith into action.

Our Gospel calls us to see and help those in need. This is an invitation to put our faith
into action by simple acts that can make a big difference. Our Outreach pantry is
accessed by families, like yours, every week. This Lent, we are inviting you to join us in
keeping the shelves full and helping to feed our neighbors in need.

OUTREACH & RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

HANDS OF COMPASSION

“’For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick
and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ Then the righteous will
answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something
to drink?  When did we see you as a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe
you?  When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’  The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell
you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’” 

- Matthew 25:35-40

How it works:

To help, we are asking each grade to donate their assigned pantry item
and return it on their assigned weekend.

We are only asking for one item per student.

Please see the list below for your grade’s assigned item and weekend:

Thank you, in advance, for making Outreach families
a part of your Lenten Journey.

Grades  2  &  5

One (1)  can
of vegetables

(any  kind)

2/28  -  3/1

Grade 3

One (1)  jar
of

grape jelly

3/7  -  3/8

Grades  1  &  4

One (1)  jar
of

mayo

3/14  -  3/15

Grades  6  &  8

One (1)  jar
of

pasta sauce

3/21  -  3/22

Grade 7

One (1)  bott le
of ju ice

(non-refr igerated)

3/28  -  3/29

After you place your item in the wagon, please write your name on a paper hand
and leave it on the table so we can place it on the Hands of Compassion board.



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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SAVE THE DATE
JUNE 13TH

DINNER DANCE
w/ St. James Church Council

More details to follow.

Our next meeting is
Tuesday, February 17th

at 7PM in the Fr. Joe Room

Children’s
Liturgy of the

Word

Every  1st

and 3rd

Sunday  of the month

at  the 11 :30AM Mass

JOIN US

on Sunday,  February  15th .

Children in Kindergarten

through 3  graderd

LEVEL 8LEVEL 8

LEVEL 8
RETREAT
Thursday, February 26th,

from 6PM - 9PM
in the Atrium & Worship Area

Attendance is a requirement for Confirmation

If you have any questions,
please call the Religious Ed. Office

at (631) 265-2200 Ext. 112

Catechists Needed for 2026-2027 
We are seeking volunteers

willing to share faith with our parish children.

Special Need Catechists, Mondays 4pm-6pm

Level 2 Catechists for the following areas –
Cherokee, Wenonah, Bretton Woods, Mills Pond,

Eugene Auer, Mt. Pleasant, Hiawatha,
Slocum and Cayuga

If you enjoy working with children and are available for 1 hour
a week, please call Jennifer or Mary at the

Religious Education office at 631-265-2200

Catechists
for our

Religious Ed.
Program

“Give me understanding ,  and I wi l l  obey  your  instruct ions ;  I  wi l l  put  them into pract ice with all my  heart.
Make me walk along the paths  of your  commands,  for  that  is  where my  happ iness  is  found .”  -  Psalm 119 :34-35  

Blessed Sacrament Council #11416
Parish of the Holy Cross

February 21/22

Visit: www.kofc.org for more info

Knights will have a table in the atrium
selling chances during Masses on

We welcome prospective members
to join our Council and help us to

continue supporting
our Holy Cross family

and other charities

GRANDPARENTS’
PRAYER GROUP

Grandparents f ill the world with Love

Our next meeting is on
Wednesday, February 25th, at 1:30PM in the Chapel

***** time change  7:00PM *****

Moms’ Group
Moms (of all stages)
welcome! Join us!
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PRAYER, ACTION & COMMUNITY

Ash Wednesday
Attend an Ash

Wednesday Mass or
prayer service today.

As a family, research
and select a charity

that you will support
during Lent.

Fast from taking
second helpings at

meals.

Take over a disliked
chore for a family

member.

LENTEN  FAMILY CALENDAR

Suggestions to deepen your Lenten season with your family

brought to you by Loyola Press

A Prayer Moment with Your Child

Let’s pray now to God,
the source of all love and compassion:

God of judgment and mercy,
thank you for your love,

which continually calls me
to come closer to you.

Help me to see you in all people I meet
and to recognize how to serve you

by helping others,
especially those in need.

Amen

This prayer is brought to you by Loyola Press
loyolapress.com

Dearest Lord, I hope to be 
more observant of your grace.

May you look upon my soul
and may my sins erase.

May I know of sacrifice
and cherish all you bless

and act with courage to assist
others who have less.

Prepare my soul for joy to come,
and cleanse me of all sin.

I’ll wear my faith and do my best
to nurture it within.

With a humble heart,
I hope to be

your faithful servant
for all to see.

A Lenten  Prayer

This prayer is brought to you by Loyola Press loyolapress.com

Practice of Faith
(Excerpt from “At Home with the Word 2026”)

Jesus asks us, as His disciples, not only to live by the commandments of our faith, but to go beyond
them.  This week Jesus teaches us that the kingdom of heaven always demands more from us than
being good rule-followers.  Jesus asks us to root out the causes of sin, which lead to devastation and
broken relationships.  Jesus shows how anger leads to murder and how looking at another lustfully
leads to infidelity.  How do we become true followers of Christ and work for the coming of the
kingdom of heaven?  Take time this week to:

Examine your conscience each day to discover unresolved negative feelings or thoughts that
could lead to sin.  Ask God to help you to find ways to find resolutions.

Ask someone to forgive you for a moment of anger.

Participate in the sacrament of reconciliation to seek forgiveness from God.



What Gifts Do You have to Offer? 

Holy Cross Ministries

For a full list of parish ministry descriptions, please visit our website at:
https://holycrossrc.org/ministry-club-committees

Time
Talent
Friendship
Leadership

Come Join Us!

(631) 265-2200www.holycrossrc.org
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“Called to Compassion” - above are some of the members
of our Dress A Girl Ministry.

This week we highlight this lovely group of women who are
using their “hands of compassion” by serving in our Dress
A Girl Ministry.  They gather together at Holy Cross once a
month, on Wednesdays, from 9:30AM-12:00PM.  This
group prepares the sewing kits that are then available for
those interested in sewing the dresses.  Boys’ shorts kits
are now also available!  Instructions are given with each
kit.  Completed dresses and shorts get blessed and then
sent to Friar Supplies, the organization that delivers the
dresses and shorts to the young children of Haiti.

The group says, “New members are welcome!” They
encourage others to attend to help prepare kits, or to sew
kits in your own home.  They enjoy their time together as
they help this worthy cause. “Come join us!”

The next meeting will be Wednesday, March 4th.

Looking for Helping Hands!
Please contact Kelley if you

would like to serve in this ministry.
(631) 265-2200 Ext. 113

https://holycrossrc.org/ministry-club-committees


To make a donation, you can also visit https://www.drvc.org/CMA/or call us at 516-678-5800 ext. 296. 

Please make check payable to the Catholic Ministries Appeal

Name: ____________________________________________Parish: _Parish of the Holy Cross_- 176_________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State and Zip Code: ________________________________________________________________________

Telephone number: Home_________________________________ Cell: _________________________________

Signature: _______________________________________________ 

CMA Brochures are located on the tables in the Atrium for your convenience. 
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PRAYER, ACTION & COMMUNITY

Youth
Community
Cares

“Serving our youth as our youth serve others”

Those in 6  grade and olderth

are invited to be part of YCC.

This is a great opportunity to earn
community service hours while getting to know

and serve our church community.

Join our Remind group
to receive information for YCC events

through the Remind App.

Sign up for Remind at:

rmd.at/ycchc

You will receive Sign-Up Genius links
with information on how to participate!

H
O
SPITALIT

Y
H

OSPITALITY

A
FTER MAS

SA
FTER MASS

Thank you YCC youth volunteers
for serving Hospitality after Mass

on Jan 31 & Feb 1

BOY SCOUT SUNDAY FEBRUARY 8, 2026

Parish of the Holy Cross

welcomes our local

Cub Scout Packs

57,80, & 216 and

Boy Scout Troops 7, 272, & 349

Award
Recipients

Award recipients above: (outside) Jonathan and

Lucas, recipients of the Light of Christ Award, and

Jackson (middle), recipient of the Parvuli Dei Award.

Congratulations scouts, well done!

Below: Fr. Mickey took time to engage with the

scouts, talking about service, Scout Law, and to

always remember that Jesus lives inside each of our

hearts.  God bless our scouts and their leaders!
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Name ____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________

Town ____________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________

Town ____________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________

Town ____________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________

Town ____________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________________

For many years the Cash Calendar was a part of the Holy Cross routine,
and this fundraiser provided some additional financial support to the parish.

At this time, it is unlikely that we have enough parishioners attending Mass
on a weekly basis to support a monthly drawing,

so we will continue as we have done for the past few years with our quarterly drawing.

Winter WindfallWinter Windfall

• $10 per ticket

• Tickets are available for purchase
  December, January and February.

• Drawing will be held FEB. 26TH

This is the pay scale which will be offered:

1 Prize @ $250
2 Prizes @ $100
10 Prizes @ $50
15 Prizes @ $25

This formula was based upon selling 250 tickets @ $10 each.
If more than 250 tickets are sold, the number of prizes will be increased.

Please cut out and use the tickets below.
You may return your entries by placing them in an envelope and depositing it in the basket on weekends,

or returning them to the Parish Office.

Thank you for your support!

Winter Windfall Winter Windfall

Winter Windfall Winter Windfall




