THE GREAT 50 DAYS
LITURGY BYTES by Michele Hall

50 Days
of
Easter
Alleluia!

The Easter season is also known as the Great 50 days which concludes with the feast of Pentecost on
May 24" this year. This season is also the longest of the liturgical seasons outside of Ordinary Time
which occurs at two different times during the year.

Easter is all about lingering in the great joy of the Resurrection. You might be wondering, how do we
do that for 50 days? The Easter season is to be a time of joy, and to be joyful is supposed to be the
mark of all Christians.

During this season, new Christians have been welcomed into the faith. Now is their time to reflect on
what happened to them and how their lives are touched by the experience and faith community where
they will worship. This season can be seen as more than a one-time event. It is an ongoing lifelong
transformation of people. We should celebrate that we are a people of light and hope. Unfortunately,
our culture moves us past holidays rather quickly, like Advent gets pushed aside for Christmas. Some
might say: “Easter is over and now we have these days before us, oh welll." This thought should not
be. As Catholics, our faith community should grow with those who have just become one of us and
embrace the meaning of Christ's Resurrection. The Scriptures tell us about many accounts of Jesus’
appearances to His disciples during these 50 days. They give us ideas about how we can live out our
lives in today’s world as disciples. The decorations of spring flowers and the joy-filled music at Mass
are definite ways we experience the joy of the Great 50 Days.

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE! HAPPY EASTER! ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA!

‘Have a blessed, happy, and hope-filled week ahead!



