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Fifth Sunday of Easter - May 3, 2026

Let All Who Enter Be Welcomed as Christ!

Parish of the

Vision
Statement:

Holy Cross is a
vibrant Catholic

community
striving to

maintain a spirit
of welcome

to all,
serving as a

guiding beacon
to nourish and
sustain prayer,
work and play.

95 Nichols Road + Nesconset, NY 11767 + 631.265.2200
www.holycrossrc.org + www.facebook.com/pothcnesconset

Read More

Holy Cross

We celebrate Eucharist
Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM;

Saturday 5:00 PM;
Sunday 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

The 9:00 Weekday Mass & Sunday 11:30 Mass
are livestreamed on Facebook.

Come and Pray with Us!

We celebrate Reconciliation
Saturday 3:30 PM - 4:15 PM;

Wednesday after 9:00 AM Mass

John 14:1

“Do not let your
hearts be troubled.

Believe
   in God,
believe
   also

in
     Me.”



PASTORAL STAFF OUTREACH OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 

10:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Evening Hour s by Appointment Only

(631) 265-2200www.holycrossrc.org (631) 265-2200www.holycrossrc.org

Parish Office 
FRIDAY HOURS

9 AM - 12 NOON
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PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY - THURSDAY 

9 AM - 4 PM
(closed 12:15-1 PM)

PASTORAL TEAM
Reverend Michael F. Holzmann.................
Pastor

Ext. 115

Deacon Joseph Maffeo...............................
Pastoral Minister

Ext. 124

Mrs. Judith Pickel.......................................... 
Pastoral Associate

Ext. 116

Mrs. Michele Hall......................................... 
Pastoral Associate

Ext. 120

Mrs. Jennifer Miller....................................... 
Coordinator of Religious Ed.

Ext. 112

Mrs. Kelley Mowat......................................... 
Coordinator of Parish Outreach

Ext. 113

Mr. Brian Reich 
Director of Music Ministry

Mrs. Jane Wirth.............................................
Parish Secretary

Ext. 122

Ms. Karina D’Angelo.....................................
Business Manager

Ext. 111

Ext. 110

Dr. Vincent Mazurek 
Webmaster

Mr. Roberto Maza 
Custodian

Mrs. Mary Pannone.......................................
Religious Ed. Secretary

PHONE:  (631) 265-2200
FAX:  (631) 265-2229

EMAIL:  parish@holycrossrc.org

Mrs. Susan Ribeiro
Bulletin Editor
email: susanr@holycrossrc.org

Mr. Joseph Santoro
Office Support Staff

Visit our website at www.holycrossrc.org
for more information on how we can serve you.

“And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a

long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion,

and ran and embraced him and kissed him.”

- Luke 15:20
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Thirty-three of us returned on Monday evening having enjoyed a delightful nine-day tour to Ireland. It
was mostly parishioners who were on the trip, although a few came from St. Sylvester’s and some
brought a family member. We had lots of laughs and good times as we rode around the winding roads of
Ireland. Prior to our arrival they had been experiencing weeks of rain. Everyone thanked us for bringing
the sunshine. Aside from a couple of brief showers, it was a dry trip. The first few days were on the chilly
side, but it got warmer as the tour went on. We had a delightful guide by the name of Denis (yes, one “n”)
who was an endless fount of information and laughter. Our driver, Milos, was from Croatia. There were
times he had to maneuver the bus through the eye of a needle, but he did it perfectly every time. Delta
Airlines took good care of us with on-time flights and friendly crews. 

The driving in Ireland fascinates me. The roads are narrow, and of course driving is on the opposite side.
The roundabouts (traffic circles) are endless. There seems to be much greater adherence to the rules of
the road. It is a major offense to pass a car on the wrong side. Speed limits are respected. Their version of
an interstate is the motorway of which there are only a few. The passing lane is just that, for passing. No
camping out in the fast lane, never looking at what is behind you. 

The cost of living is different than our own. There are aspects that seem greener than what we deal with.
Property taxes and health care are quite reasonable. Parents are given a monthly stipend from the
government for their children, regardless of income.  But there is another side to the coin.  Salaries are on
a significantly lower scale than what we would have. Gas costs almost $10 a gallon and diesel is over $12,
which makes everything expensive.

Aside from these observations of some of the practical stuff of a distant land, there is a different energy
among the people. While not everyone who lives in Ireland is native born, there’s a palpable sense of Irish
pride. Most everyone we met seemed to delight in their history and heritage. Life seems to unfold at a
slower and more peaceful pace. There are cities and larger towns, but within minutes of leaving these
more populated places, once again you were in the countryside. I smiled every time I saw a field of sheep.
Indeed, as the old song says, there are “forty shades of green,” and they are all a delight to look at. 

I enjoyed many of the traditional dishes of Ireland: fish and chips, lamb stew, cottage pie, etc. The only
thing I passed on was the white and dark pudding that is served for breakfast. Please forgive me, I am
not a fan of Guinness. Lest I forget the most important element of the tour, at our medieval banquet in a
castle, out of four tour groups, I was chosen to be “Lord of the Manor.” (I’m sure pictures of this will
abound.)  Long live the king!

By the final day, I was ready to come home.  There were several members of staff who went on the trip. I
am grateful to those who stayed home and held down the fort while we were away.  I am grateful to the
many priests who came from near and far to help cover Masses. To be away from the parish for two
weekends felt like an eternity. Too long for my taste. Happy to be home. 

Weekly Ref lection by Fr. Michael

REFLECTIONS FROM THE EMERALD ISLE
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MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

MAY 9
5:00 PM

FR. MICHAEL 

MAY 10
8:00 AM

FR. MICHAEL

9:30 AM 
FR. MICHAEL

11:30 AM
FR. MICHAEL

Visit our website at www.holycrossrc.org
to find out more about the different ministries we have to offer,

how you can be involved, and when they meet.  

SCRIPTURE
READINGS
for MAY 10

 + Acts 8:5-8, 14-17
+ 1 Peter 3:15-18
+ John 14:15-21

PRESIDERS FOR
 NEXT WEEKEND’S

MASSES 

ON THE CALENDAR

Sunday, May 10th ................................................................... BAPTISM GATHERING
9:30AM Mass, Worship Area, Fr. Joe Room

Saturday, May 9th .............................................. KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SALES
5:00PM Mass, Atrium

Saturday, May 9th ...................................................... FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS
11:00AM & 1:30PM, Worship Area

Sunday, May 10th ............................................... KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SALES
All Masses, Atrium

Tuesday, May 5th ..................................................................................... IN STITCHES
10:00AM, Fr. Joe Room

Wednesday, May 6th............................................................................. DRESS A GIRL
9:30AM - 12:00PM, Atrium

Thursday, May 7th........................................................................ SCRIPTURE STUDY
10:00AM, Atrium

Thursday, May 7th................................................. ADULT CONFIRMATION CLASS
7:00PM, Fr. Joe Room

Saturday, May 2nd ...................................................... FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS
11:00AM & 1:30PM, Worship Area

Sunday, May 3rd .............................................................. ANOINTING OF THE SICK
After 9:30 Mass, Worship Area

Saturday, May 2nd ................................................................................... HOLY HOUR
3:45PM - 4:45PM, Worship Area

Sunday, May 3rd ....................................... CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD
11:30 Mass, Fr. Joe Room

Sunday, May 3rd .......................................................................................... BAPTISMS
1:00PM, Worship Area

Monday, May 4th ....................................................................... ROUTE 66 MEETING
7:00PM, Atrium

Tuesday, May 5th ...................................... FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PRACTICE
6:00PM & 7:00PM, Worship Area, Atrium

Wednesday, May 6th............................................................ WALKING WITH JESUS
7:00PM, Chapel, Atrium

Wednesday, May 6th........................................... GARDEN COMMITTEE MEETING
7:00PM, Fr. Joe Room

Thursday, May 7th................................................................ WALKING WITH JESUS
1:30PM, Chapel, Atrium

Congratulations
to All of the Children who are receiving their

First Holy Communion
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WE PRAY...CELEBRATE...REMEMBER

Please pray for those in our parish
who are sick, their families and caregivers

Bob Alderdice
Alejandro Astegiano

Jo Barry
Kathy Barry 
Alison Bilski

Cole Brennan
Laurie Bronzino

Veronica Buscemi
 Judy Carlson

Michael Castellano
Mary Champagne

 Peter Chirafisi
William Ciccarelli

Stephen Crawford
Kimberly Crawford-Arbocus

Grayson Danielski
Baby Phoenix Dawson
Anthony DeGennaro 

Manuela Diaz
Peter DiMauro

Claudia DiPalermo 
Ann Egan
Lisa Eger

Vincent Esposito
Ralph Farino

Yolanda Fattarusso
Sienna Fricke

Linda Giordano
James Greene

Linda Heinrichs
Ryan Huscher

Debbie Jablinowski

Kristen Kennedy
Caroline Lazar

Carol Leahy
Victor Lewandowski

Mary Lopez
Gerald Losquadro

Jeanne Marie Malley
Janet Mangano

Olivia Melia
Geraldine Muscarnere

Loretto Narducci
Andrea Nocito
Darin Pitkanen

Patricia Pitkanen
Colleen Prinz
Carina Ranieri

Bernardine Reichbach
Mary Ann Reilly

Rob Remhild
Marcello Ricciardi

Lynn Rodger
Sean Romeo
Elaine Ruane

Jacqueline Santamaria
Casey Schultz 
Kathy Schwinn

John Serri
Celeste Sichenze

Todd Skala
Sue Southard

Barbara Swingle
 Bill Tanner

Calvin Tatone
Grace Van Epps

Peter Warns

If you would like to have the name of your
loved one listed in our prayers for the sick,

please call 631-265-2200 x122.

Upcoming  Mass  Intentions

Mon.  Gina Cirulli (living)
Tues. (8:45AM*)  Jaclyn O’Connor (living)
Wed.  Baby Phoenix Dawson (living)
Thur.  Neal & Concetta Romano

Saturday, May 9, 5PM Mass
All Mother’s Day Mass Remembrances

Sunday, May 10, Masses
Sixth Sunday of Easter
8:00AM, 9:30AM & 11:30AM 
All Mother’s Day Mass Remembrances

*Please Note: Daily Mass time for Tuesday,
                         May 5 , is 15 minutes earlier.th

      

Week of Sunday, May 3
9:00AM Masses:

Anointing of the Sick
is this weekend

Sunday, May 3rd,
after the 9:30 AM Mass

We wait in hope for the Lord;
    He is our help and our shield.

In Him our hearts rejoice,
    for we trust in His holy name.

May your unfailing love be with us,
Lord,

    even as we put our hope in You.

Psalm 33:20-22

We thank the men and women
who serve in our

military for their service.

  We continue to pray
    through 2026 for ...

SSGT David Basler
Cpl Richard J. DeKanchuk, USMC

FC2 Lane Dyar
AS Brandon Ferrara

MIDN Jonathan A. Goohs Jr., USNA
WO Christopher Kaminsky

Sgt Michael J. Knipper, USMC
Dr./Cmdr. Eric J. Koch, USNA

SSGT Ryan Mauldin
PFC Ryan McCoy, USMC

Lt Ryan Montvydas

Please let us know if their service is finished
or their title has changed. 

May God bless all who serve our nation.
Pray for peace!

pray without ceasing
-1 Thessalonians 5:17



FEAST OF THE ASCENSION
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“Do not let your hearts be troubled” (John 14:1).  Jesus says this to us when we suffer worry and loss.  Jesus
gave us “the way” to navigate dark times.  Jesus is The Way and He walks with us through prayer. He assures
us He will do anything asked in His name.  The Catechism states, “There is no other way of Christian prayer
than Christ.  Whether our prayer is communal or personal, vocal or interior, it has access to the Father only if we
pray ‘in the name’ of Jesus.  The sacred humanity of Jesus is therefore the way by which the Holy Spirit teaches
us to pray to God our Father” (CCC, 2664).  Practice the Jesus prayer this week:

At home, before the cross, tell Jesus of your worries.  Lay them at the foot of His Cross.  Ask Jesus to resurrect
these burdens into hope and strength in His holy name.

Practice of Faith
(Excerpt from “At Home with the Word 2026”)

For us in our Diocese, this feast continues to be celebrated on a Thursday, thus the name Ascension Thursday.
This year it occurs on May 14 . As Catholics, we know this feast commemorates Jesus’ ascension into Heaven.
Historically, it is celebrated 40 days after Easter and is considered a holy day of obligation.

th

The importance of this feast is to realize even though Jesus left the earth, He remains present to His Church.
He sends the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles at Pentecost and naturally on us through Baptism and
Confirmation.

We read in the Acts of the Apostles that Jesus was “taken up.” It places an emphasis that it was an action of
God. A mystery for sure, but also we see that the disciples were filled with joy because of His death and
resurrection that enabled the gates of heaven to be opened. We are fortified by Jesus’s promise: “And behold, I
am with you always, until the end of the age.” Even though the disciples’ faithfulness failed at times, God’s
faithfulness towards us never fails. This is why God is always communicating His presence with us in various
ways to all cultures and in various circumstances.

Jesus commissions His disciples to baptize in His name, reminding them that He is always present through the
Holy Spirit. The message is clear for us, His witnesses, to live in a way worthy of the call we have received.

Have a blessed, happy and healthy week ahead!

 by Michele HallLITURGY BYTES

“Do not let your hearts be troubled”



PARISH OUTREACH
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Outreach is currently in need of
the following items for the food

pantry.

The collection will be this
weekend, May 2nd & 3rd. 

Thank you for checking expiration dates
before donating.

Thank you for the donations of bags for our pantry.
We are not accepting any more at this time.

Thank you!

Thank you for your continued support!

Toilet Paper   -   Coffee
 Peanut Butter   -   Jelly
Fruit in a can  -   Snacks

Laundry Soap
(small bottle)

Please join us for our new monthly Bereavement gathering,
“Circle of Friends,” which offers support and connection to those
who have suffered a loss of a loved one in the past year (or more).
This is a less structured meeting where we gather to discuss new
life issues that you are experiencing, helping you to navigate
new challenges that may arise after the loss of your loved one.

The group is not therapy but simply a discussion group where you
will meet other people who have also suffered loss.

“Circle of Friends” is for those who lost a loved one (not newly
bereaved) and are looking for a safe and supportive environment
to share, discuss new challenges, and connect.

Our first meeting will meet on Wednesday, May 20 , from 1:30pm to
3:00pm in the Father Joe Room. To attend, please call the Outreach
office at 631-265-2200 to register by May 18th.

th

Come and share, pray and make new connections! 

HOLY CROSS BEREAVEMENT

Circle of Friends

We will meet on
Wednesday,

May 6th,
9:30AM - 12PM

in the Atrium

If you are interested, we
ask that you please RSVP
to the Outreach Office at

631- 265-2200 
so we can prepare

for all those
who will attend. 

Parish of the Holy Cross R.C. Church
95 Nichols Rd., Nesconset, NY 11767

Blood Pressure
Screening

Education and
Referrals

HEALTHY
SUNDAYS
SUNDAY,
MAY 31, 2026
10:00AM - 1:00PM

in the Atrium



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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Catechists Needed for 2026-2027 
We are seeking volunteers

willing to share faith with our parish children.

Special Need Catechists, Mondays 4pm-6pm

Level 2 Catechists for the following areas –
Cherokee, Wenonah, Bretton Woods,

Mt. Pleasant, and Hiawatha

If you enjoy working with children and are available for 1 hour
a week, please call Jennifer or Mary at the

Religious Education office at 631-265-2200.

Catechists
for our

Religious Ed.
Program

Level 8
Reconciliation
for Confirmation 

Tuesday,
May 5  at 6pmth

if your child’s Communion is

Sat., May 9  at 11:00amth

or

Tuesday,
May 5  at 7pmth

if your child’s Communion is

Sat., May 9  at 1:30pmth

Communion Practice
for MAY 9th Communion

LEVEL 2 
Communion

Practice

In the April 11  and 12  bulletin, we invited you
to take an insert sheet of paper that has the
name of one of our Confirmation candidates.

th th

We ask that you pray for that student by name
during these next weeks before Confirmation
which takes place on June 3  this year.rd

During the month of May, we will have a special
mailbox in the Atrium for you to place a
“Congratulations” card, letting the candidate
know you have been praying for them by name.
On the day of Confirmation, the students will be
given these cards.
We thank you for being a Prayer Partner for our
young people. 

BECOME A

PRAYER PARTNER

FOR OUR

CONFIRMATION

CANDIDATES

 will take place on

Tuesday, May 12th
at 5pm or 6:30pm

or 
Saturday,
May 16th

at 9am

Level 8
REHEARSAL
DATES
for Confirmation 

Wednesday, May 27 , at 6pmth

for the June 3rd

3pm Confirmation

 Wednesday, May 27 , at 7pm th

for the June 3rd

6pm Confirmation



PRAYER, ACTION & COMMUNITY
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Mother’s Day Mass Remembrance envelopes may be placed in the collection basket.

Names of loved ones will appear in the Mother’s Day bulletin.

This weekend, at the offertory,

we will also be collecting for our

Catholic Elementary Schools

Thank you
for your continued support.

t

Please join in prayer for the 
Prayer Intention of the Holy Father

For May,

he asks us to pray that

People will have
food to eat

For more information, please see: Popesprayerusa.net

3:45pm - 4:45pm

in the Worship Area

Saturday, May 2nd

HOLY HOUR

Please come and spend some time

with the Lord in personal prayer

as you pray before the Blessed Sacrament

during the Parish Holy Hour. 



PRAYER, ACTION & COMMUNITY
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Holy Cross Welcomes these
Children Baptized in April 

God Bless these Children and their Families.
Our Holy Cross family celebrates with you! 

Cooper Daniel Appel 
Bodhi Michael Benjamin 

Vincent Theodore Bursztyn
Anthony James DeMarco 
Isla Serafina DiMaggio 

Lilliana Lucia Grella 
Brenna Grace Lanciotti 

Teagan Patrice Lanciotti 
Carmine Michael Little 
Natalie Claire Osburn 

Clementine Jean Russo 
Madison Leigh Smiroldo 

Anthony Louis Tutone 
Viovanna Marie Yarrows
Alexander Zambrzycki

Michael Bompane
John J. Hanley

May they rest in peace,
and may their loved ones be consoled.

We remember and pray for the following
Holy Cross parishioners who passed away recently:

Isabel Martins & Matthew Brasile

Banns of Marriage

Oh, what an amazing blessing

it must have been 

for the disciples and Mary Magdalene

to walk with Jesus once again.

Rejoice in his Resurrection.

But, oh, what sadness must have followed

when Jesus’ work on earth was done.

Despite the glory of his Ascension into heaven,

was Mary again to lose her son?

With open hearts, full of faith,

they were nurtured by his promise.

The words of Jesus about the Holy Spirit

kept them strong and brought them calmness.

Ascension of Jesus Prayer

This prayer was brought to you by Loyola Press.

loyolapress.com

Special
Collection

Next weekend, at the offertory,

we will also be collecting for our

Renovations and
Major Repairs Fund

Thank you
for your continued support.
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For many years the Cash Calendar was a part of the Holy Cross routine,
and this fundraiser provided some additional financial support to the parish.

At this time, it is unlikely that we have enough parishioners attending Mass
on a weekly basis to support a monthly drawing,

so we will continue as we have done for the past few years with our quarterly drawing.

• $10 per ticket

• Tickets are available for purchase
  March, April, and May.

• Drawing will be held June 1st 

This is the pay scale which will be offered:

1 Prize @ $250
2 Prizes @ $100
10 Prizes @ $50
15 Prizes @ $25

This formula was based upon selling 250 tickets @ $10 each.
If more than 250 tickets are sold, the number of prizes will be increased.

Please cut out and use the tickets below.
You may return your entries by placing them in an envelope and depositing it in the basket on weekends,

or returning them to the Parish Office.

Thank you for your support!

Spring Cash Fling Spring Cash Fling

Spring Cash Fling Spring Cash Fling

Spring Cash FlingSpring Cash FlingSpring Cash Fling
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