ANOTHER MARY FEAST
LITURGY BYTES by Michele Hall

On February 11th, the Church celebrates the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes. Three
) years after the Church proclaimed the dogma of the Immaculate Conception, a
' young lady appeared to Bernadette Soubirous in Lourdes, France. That young
4 lady was our Blessed Mother Mary who, during that apparition, told Bernadette
“I am the Immaculate Conception.”

Bernadette was a sick child from a not very religious family. However, she did know her prayers. She was
interrogated by Church officials and gave her account of what she saw that day. She described what
Mary was wearing: she had a rosary in her hand, wearing a white veil with a yellow rose on each foot.
Bernadette was impressed by how Mary spoke very politely. | am sure it is no surprise that Mary, a
humble virgin, appeared to a humble girl and treated her with dignity. As most of us know, people began
to flock to Lourdes from various parts of France and all over the world hoping for another appearance of
Mary. In 1862 Church authorities confirmed the authenticity of the apparitions. The actual feast of Our
Lady of Lourdes became a worldwide feast in 1907. Throughout this time, Lourdes has become a place of
pilgrimage and healing and even a place of revitalization of people’s faith. The Church has recognized
numerous miraculous cures at Lourdes which shows us a continuation of Jesus’' healing miracles, now
performed through the intercession of His mother, Mary. Many people visit Lourdes and return home
with renewed faith. A wonderful movie, The Song of Bernadette, brought more interest in people visiting
this magnificent place.

Pope John Paul Il introduced World Day of the Sick to coincide with the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes. This
was done to remind the Church to pray for the sick and their caregivers and to be in solidarity with them. In
addition to remembering our ill parishioners in prayer, the parish provides Eucharistic Ministers to visit the
homebound and bring them Holy Communion each week.

May we continue to be a community of caring, loving, and gentle people seeing the dignity in our brothers
and sisters as our Blessed Mother has shown us.

Have aprayerful, h.ealthy and blessed week ahead!



