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As was the case last weekend, the regular Mass of Ordinary Time is displaced by another feast day. It is the
Dedication of the Basilica of St. John Lateran in Rome. This may seem like an unusual feast day, but it is the
focus for our prayer today. This is the oldest church in Rome, dating back to the fourth century. It is the
official church of the Bishop of Rome, that is, the Pope. Most folks would think that distinction goes to St.
Peter’s Basilica, but that was not completed until the early 1600s. This basilica is the symbolic seat of the
universal Catholic Church.

Today’s celebration raises different aspects of how we understand and experience church. The dedication of
this sacred place which is half a world away may not immediately make a connection to our faith experience.
But it does serve as a reminder that Holy Cross is not an independent entity. We are part of a much larger
church. We are connected to the history, traditions and practices of this vast institution. We embrace many
people and cultures throughout the world sharing the same foundation of faith.

Of course, the architecture of a church structure does not define a community, but it can play a significant
role. Holy Cross has a unique architectural style as well as the way it is decorated. The influence of nature
and the abundance of natural light create a defining atmosphere. I, along with many of you, have always
found this space to be inspiring and filled with beauty. If I had to pick the most beautiful church I have ever
visited, I would choose Christ Cathedral in Garden Grove, CA. It shares many of the characteristics of Holy
Cross: vast lofty ceilings, natural light, and surrounded by the beauty of nature.

Architecture and design are important, but today’s scripture readings remind us of what truly
lies at the heart of a church. It is the presence of Christ embraced by the faithful who gather. The
first reading from Ezekiel speaks beautifully of how the temple is the source of the flowing
waters of life. Of course, we understand that image in relation to our own baptism. It was a small
amount of water that symbolically began the amazing journey of faith that each of us walks.
Ezekiel describes the waters as flowing beyond the temple walls to create rivers that nurture and
sustain countless communities. The power of our baptism is meant to empower us to go beyond
the walls of this church and to be witnesses of Christ’s love in our world.

Paul outright says we are “God’s building.” If the presence of God cannot dwell in our hearts, then it will
never be found in any brick or mortar structure. There are many who are here because of the spirit of
welcome embodied in the hearts of so many parishioners. Our foundation is the love of Christ. That
presence is experienced in one another. The ways in which it can be built upon are limitless. As it takes time
for a building to be constructed so, too, does our faith grow individually and as a community.

The gospel reminds us that Christ, by his life, became the living temple. The power and truth of the
Paschal Mystery surpass any physical structure. It’s not a matter of rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem
which was destroyed. It is allowing the dying and rising of Christ to be the living temple that defines
and transforms us.

On this day, let us be filled with gratitude for the beautiful worship space we enjoy. Beyond the beauty of
the glass walls are the spirit and life of those who worship here. We are a community that strives to embody
the spirit of Christ. Finally, we remind ourselves we are rooted in that great mystery of the cross; it is Christ
alone who brings us life. Be it a distant church in Rome or a glass church on a hill, the presence of Christ
touches our hearts and brings us life. 

Weekly Ref lection by Fr. Michael

WHAT MAKES A CHURCH A CHURCH?



(631) 265-2200www.holycrossrc.org (631) 265-2200www.holycrossrc.org

Visit our website at www.holycrossrc.org
to find out more about the different ministries we have to offer,

how you can be involved, and when they meet.  

NOVEMBER 15
5:00 PM

FR. MICHAEL 

NOVEMBER 16
8:00 AM

FR. MICHAEL 

9:30 AM 
FR. MICHAEL 

11:30 AM
FR. MICHAEL

Wednesday, November 12th ................................................................ THE CHOSEN 
7:00PM, Chapel, Atrium                                   

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

for NOVEMBER 16

 + Malachi 3:19-20a
+ 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12

+ Luke 21:5-19

CELEBRANTS FOR
 NEXT WEEKEND’S

MASSES 

ON THE CALENDAR

Tuesday, November 11th ......................................................................... DAILY MASS 
9:00AM, Chapel 

Monday, November 10th ................................................... SPECIAL NEEDS CLASS
4:00PM - 6:00PM, Worship Area, Atrium

Thursday, November 13th .............................................. WOMEN’S BIBLE CIRCLE
10:00AM, Fr. Joe Room                                  

Wednesday, November 12th ........................................................................ SENIORS 
11:30AM - 2:30PM, Atrium

Thursday, November 13th ................................. LEVEL 4 TEN COMMANDMENTS 
7:00PM, Atrium, Worship Area                                   

Saturday, November 8th .................................. KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SALES
5:00PM, Atrium                             

Sunday, November 9th ...................................... KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SALES
All Masses, Atrium                             

Sunday, November 9th .......................................................... BAPTISM GATHERING
9:30AM Mass, Worship Area, Fr. Joe Room                             

Sunday, November 9th ................................................................................ BAPTISMS
1:00PM, Worship Area                             

Monday, November 10th ................................................. LEVEL 3 ROSARY NIGHT
7:00PM, Worship Area

Tuesday, November 11th ............................................. PARISH OFFICE IS CLOSED 
In Observance of Veterans Day 

Friday, November 14th ........................................................... YCC BLANKET NIGHT 
7:00PM - 9:00PM, Atrium                                  

Sunday, November 16th .......................... CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 
11:30AM Mass, Fr. Joe Room                                 

Sunday, November 16th ........................................................ TG BASKET DROPOFF 
3:00PM - 5:00PM, Atrium                                 
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WE PRAY...CELEBRATE...REMEMBER

Please pray for those in our parish
who are sick, their families and caregivers

Bob Alderdice
Alejandro Astegiano

Jo Barry
Kathy Barry 
Alison Bilski

Cole Brennan
Laurie Bronzino

Veronica Buscemi
 Judy Carlson

Mary Champagne
 Peter Chirafisi

William Ciccarelli
Stephen Crawford

Kimberly Crawford-Arbocus
Grayson Danielski

Anthony DeGennaro 
Manuela Diaz

Peter DiMauro 
Ann Egan
Lisa Eger

Vincent Esposito
Ralph Farino

Yolanda Fattarusso
Sienna Fricke

Linda Giordano
James Greene

Linda Heinrichs
Ralph Hughes
Ryan Huscher

Debbie Jablinowski
Kristen Kennedy

Caroline Lazar
Carol Leahy

Victor Lewandowski
Mary Lopez

Gerald Losquadro
Viola Malek

Jeanne Marie Malley
Janet Mangano
Steve Matonti

Olivia Melia
Geraldine Muscarnere

Loretto Narducci
Andrea Nocito
Darin Pitkanen

Patricia Pitkanen
Colleen Prinz
Carina Ranieri

Bernardine Reichbach
Rob Remhild

Christine Ridulfo 
Lynn Rodger
Sean Romeo
Elaine Ruane

Casey Schultz 
Kathy Schwinn

John Serri
Celeste Sichenze

Todd Skala
Sue Southard

 Bill Tanner
Calvin Tatone

Grace Van Epps
Peter Warns

If you would like to have the name of your
loved one listed in our prayers for the sick,

please call 631-265-2200 x122.

Upcoming  Mass  Intentions

Mon.  Robert Follo (living)
Tues.  Jaclyn O’Connor (living)
Wed.  Joseph & Nicholas Svercel
Thur.  Alfred Izzo

Saturday, November 15, 5PM Mass
Nancy Gallagher, Bobby Kieley,
Nell Cangiano, Gerald Pisapia,
James E. Guiliano

Sunday, November 16, Masses
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00AM Mr. & Mrs. O. DeSanto, Paul Cavalli,
Frank Perrino, Alec Ross, Louis Italiano
9:30AM  Jerry Diaz
11:30AM Joseph Santamaria

Week of Sunday, November 9
9:00AM Masses:

We thank the
men and women

who serve in our military
for their service.

Cynthia Knott & Anthony LoCascio

Alexa Ilowite & Michael Sclafani

Banns of Marriage

The  Bread  and  Wine
for the week have been

donated in loving memory of

John  Joseph  Sullivan
by Betty Sullivan.

Now may the Lord of peace himself
give you peace at all times in every

way. The Lord be with you all.

2 Thessalonians 3:16  



PARISH OUTREACH

Christmas Outreach Elves Needed
During the busy Christmas season, Outreach is looking for some helping hands.

We are looking for help in sorting donated items after each Mass for a few weekends
in late November and early December.

If you could lend a hand, please contact Kelley at the Outreach office at 631-265-2200.  

(631) 265-2200www.holycrossrc.org

REMINDER:

Completed Baskets are due SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16th, between 3pm-5pm.

Our families will be picking up baskets on Monday morning, November 17 , and 
th

throughout the day.

Thank you to everyone who signed up to create a Thanksgiving basket

for one of our Outreach families.

Once again, our volunteers outnumbered our need. Thank you!!!

We hope you will give us a chance next year to assign you a basket.

 Thanksgiving Basket Program

If you were assigned a basket,

please pick up your envelope in the Parish Office.

Please make sure to check off your name

when picking up your envelope. 

Please make every effort to get baskets here by November 16th.  Thank you! 

Oatmeal   -   Pasta
Soup

For the next few weekends, Outreach
will be having special food collections.

Next week, we will be collecting
the following items:

Thank you for checking expiration dates before donating. 

Thank you for your continued support!

“ L ove is a fruit in season
at all times and within
reach of every hand.” 

— Mother Teresa



PARISH OUTREACH
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Christmas Angels

Co m in g S oon!

 Next weekend,

November 15th and 16th,
will be the first weekend of our  

Outreach Parish Christmas Program 
 

We are once again requesting gift cards
from local stores (i.e., Target, Wal-Mart)

to enable our Outreach families
to purchase for themselves and their children

the items they need.  

Olsen’s Rest Home is a neighborhood facility for frail elderly on Gibbs Pond Road.
Residents of the home have always been considered members of our parish community.
Holy Cross ministers to our friends at Olsen’s in a variety of ways during the year. 
 
Mercy Haven is a provider of housing and other services for persons who are elderly,
those living with mental illness, those families who are on limited income and those with
special needs. 
 
Pronto is a human service agency located in Brentwood helping people in need with food,
clothing, and other necessities. They assist approximately 500 families for the holidays each year. 
 
Talbot House Chemical Dependency Crisis Center is a 24-hour voluntary chemical
dependence crisis center licensed by the New York State Office of Alcoholism and Substance
Abuse Services to provide short-term medically monitored inpatient withdrawal services to adult
men and women who are in crisis. This facility provides nourishing meals, counseling, limited
transportation, support groups, and referrals. 

As you may know, we have also helped the following agencies
for the last several years and will continue to do so this Christmas: 

SEE NEXT WEEK’S BULLETIN FOR MORE DETAILS ON OUR CHRISTMAS ANGEL PROGRAM!



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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If you have any questions or concerns,
please do not hesitate to reach out to the Religious Education Department.

 
Thank you!

Jennifer and Mary
Religious Education Department

Parish of the Holy Cross
631-265-2200

LEVEL 3
Please bring your letter

to the Veterans and place
it in the mailbox labeled

“Thank you, Veterans”
in the atrium

by November 9th.

 Please come to any
of the Masses on Saturday,

November 8  or November 9 ,th th

to receive your blessed rosary beads.

             Please bring back your rosary beads 
                         on Monday, November 10 ,

at 7pm so that we can have

th

                    a lesson on the rosary.Guidelines for writing your “thank you” letter
are found in this week’s bulletin.

LEVEL 3

REMINDER

Wednesday, November 12th

Temple Tour at 6pm

at Temple Beth Chai, 870 Townline Rd, Hauppauge

please review your permission slip for more informationLEVEL 6

LEVEL 4
Lesson on the

10 Commandments

Thursday,
November 13 , th

at 7pm
in the

Worship Area

This Week ... 

ADVENT WREATH CRAFT
on Monday, November 24th, at 6pm in the Atrium 

Please bring your Advent Wreath back to Mass during the weekend of

November 29th and November 30th to have your wreath blessed.

Looking ahead... Level 1 

Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.
-Proverbs 22:6



MUSIC MINISTRY
HOLY CROSS

Concert

I will sing to the
Lord all my life;

    I will sing praise
to my God as long

as I live.
Psalm 104:33

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23RDSUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23RD

 Featuring members of the Holy Cross Music Ministry 

All are Welcome
 to join us for a 

prayerful and engaging
afternoon which will feature

many of the favorite liturgical songs
that we sing during

our worship at Mass.

5PM - Wine and Cheese Hospitality
(additional family-friendly snacks provided) 

5:30 PM Concert begins
(lasts approx. one hour)

Bring a Friend
and a Song in Your Heart 

We ask that you kindly RSVP to this free event by Thursday, November 20th.
Please drop this slip into the basket during a Mass offering or return it to the parish office by Nov. 20th. 

Family Name                                                                        Number of Guests                                   

Holy Cross Music Ministry Concert - November 23rd
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PRAYER, ACTION & COMMUNITY

This weekend we will also be collecting for the

Archdiocese of Military Services.

This collection is only taken once every 3 years

to help provide pastoral care for over 1.5 million

Catholics on ships, in combat, on bases and in

153 VA hospitals.

THANK A VETERAN
Do you want to write a personal
“Thank You” note to a Veteran?

Please write your letter to a Veteran and
place it in the mailbox in the atrium labeled

“THANK A VETERAN”

LAST COLLECTION DAY
Sunday, November 9th

We will personally hand deliver them to Veterans

at the VA Hospital in Northport and the Long Island

State Veterans Home in Stony Brook. 

Guidelines for writing a letter:
“Dear Service Member” or “Dear Hero”

Introduce yourself

Express Gratitude – ex: “Thank you for serving our

country and protecting our freedoms”

Share something positive and uplifting -

      share a fun story

Keep it kind and respectful

Choose a friendly closing –

      “With Gratitude”or “Sincerely”or “Best Wishes”

Add a quote, draw a picture

If you would like, you may include your return

address, however, you may not receive a response.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Join us at the 11:30AM Mass 

every 1st and 3rd Sunday

of the month.

Join us Sunday, NOVEMBER 16th

Next week, November 15 & 16,  we will be
collecting for the Catholic Campaign for
Human Development. More than 37 million
people in the United States live in poverty. This
collection supports programs that empower
people to identify and address the obstacles
they face in bringing permanent and positive
change to their communities. Learn more about
the CCHD at www.usccb.org/cchd.

CCHD is an essential part of the Church in the
United States' social mission, and a unique
part of the Catholic community's broad
commitment to assist low-income people,
families and communities. 

Practice of Faith
(Excerpt from “At Home with the Word 2025”)

In the readings for today, we are reminded that neither our faith nor our bodies are commodities to be
treated with careless disregard.  We have faith that as members of the Body of Christ, we participate
in the destruction and resurrection of which Jesus speaks.  Gathered around the table of the Eucharist,
our living bodies are temples wherein dwells the Spirit of God.

Read an explanation and meditation on today’s feast here (https://www.vaticannews.va/en/liturgical-
holidays /dedication-of-the-lateran-basilica-.html).

Pray to be shown where you have been practicing your faith in a way that is inappropriately transactional.

Treat your body like the temple it is: exercise or give up a habit that may be unhealthy for your body or spirit.



PRAYER, ACTION & COMMUNITY
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Join us as we gather together to create no-sew blankets for the Holy Cross Prayer
Blanket Ministry. Last year, our teen volunteers created over 15 blankets which were

blessed at Mass following our event. These blankets were then distributed to individuals
to bring comfort and serve as a reminder to them of God's love. Parishioners have the

opportunity, after the blankets are blessed, to receive these special blankets.

YOUTH COMMUNITY CARES
is looking for youth volunteers

to create no sew blankets
as part of the

Holy Cross Prayer Blanket Ministry

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2025 
from 7:00PM - 9:00PM

Registration is required for this event.  3 spots left!*
(*at time of printing)

For additional information, join our Remind group:  rmd.at/ycchc
 or please email Angela at: youthcc@holycrossrc.org to get a Sign-Up Genius Link

Blessed Sacrament Council #11416
Parish of the Holy Cross

will have a table in the atrium during
weekend Masses welcoming parishioners,

selling chance tickets
and Christmas magnets

November 8th/9th

Stop by and purchase chances
to help support

Holy Cross and other charities

We welcome prospective members
to join The Knights

Visit: www.kofc.org for more info

Happening this Friday, November 14th!

We grow together in faith.
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PRAYER, ACTION & COMMUNITY

Our next meeting is on
Wednesday, NOVEMBER 12th

Join us in the Atrium
from 11:30 AM - 2:30 PM

HOLY CROSS

SENIORS

Holy Cross reaches out to the homebound
and hospitalized. Please help us by

contacting Parish Outreach or a member of
the Pastoral Team if you know of anyone

we can serve in their time of need.

Are you or someone you know

in the parish, homebound or

anticipating an operation or

treatment of cancer?

Women’s Bible Circle

Please join us when we meet on

Thursday, November 13th,

at 10:00AM in the Fr. Joe Room

Each year on the feast of Christ the King, Holy Cross parish

invites those who serve as Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers,

Ushers, Altar Servers, Musicians and Sacristans to recommit to

carrying out those roles for another year.

We thank all those who enhance our L iturgies
for serving our parish with dedication and generosity.

Feast of Christ the King

November 22 & 23, 2025

Please join us...

for the

Re-Commissioning of all

Parish Liturgical Ministers

at all Masses that weekend
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PRAYER, ACTION & COMMUNITY

St. John Lateran was the home of the popes—the center of the Catholic world for many years.
Twenty-eight popes are buried there. Although our pope now lives at the Vatican and presides at
St. Peter’s basilica, St. John Lateran is considered his cathedral as the bishop of Rome. The
dedication of this basilica is a happy occasion for the Church because it reminds us of our
beginnings, our unity. It stands as a monument to God and all that God does through the Church.

The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
Feast Day November 9

You can visit: www.loyolapress.com from where this information was shared with you.

Sometime before the fourth century, a palace owned by a noble Roman family named Laterani
had been built. It became the property of the Emperor Constantine. Constantine had recognized
Christianity as the religion of the empire, and he donated to the Church the palace and other
buildings on the site. This became Rome’s oldest church. It was given the title Basilica of the
Savior, but later was dedicated to John the Baptist and called St. John Lateran.

Christians first met in homes to hear Jesus’ teachings and to
celebrate the Eucharist. When the Christians were no longer
persecuted for their faith, they built beautiful churches. 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. - Psalm 46:1

is looking for people to join the Christmas Adult Choir
that will sing on Christmas Eve at the 6pm Mass.

(especially in need of basses and tenors but all voice parts welcome!)

MUSICHOLY
CROSS MINISTRY

If interested,

please reach out to the parish office

and leave a message for Brian Reich,

our Director of Music Ministry, 

or stop by and see Brian at Mass!

Thank you!

We will be rehearsing

on the following dates:  

Wednesday, Nov. 19th, 7PM-8:30PM

Monday, Dec. 1st, 7PM-8:30PM

Monday, Dec. 15th, 7PM-8:30PM

Wednesday, Dec. 17th (if needed), 7PM-8:30PM





Christmas Wreaths,
Centerpieces & More

Please bring payment with completed order form to the parish office.
Payment can be made by cash, credit card, Venmo,
or check made out to “Parish of the Holy Cross.” 

PRODUCTS Pre-Order
Prices

Regular
Prices QTY. Total

6 ½ inch
Poinsettia RED $13 each $15 each

6 ½ inch
Poinsettia WHITE $13 each $15 each

12 inch Wreath
UNDECORATED $25 each $30 each

12 inch Wreath
DECORATED $35 each $40 each

Log Centerpieces
w/greenery & candle

$40 each $50 each

Small Happy
Snowman Tin $25 each $30 each

6 inch Basket of Joy
w/greenery $30 each $35 each

Last day to order is
     NOV. 23rd

“Tis the Season 

Name ___________________________________________

Phone _____________________________Email ___________________________________________

GRAND TOTAL        $                     

PICK UP YOUR ORDER AFTER MASS ON DECEMBER 6th & 7th IN THE ATRIUM.
CALL THE PARISH OFFICE IF AN ALTERNATE PICKUP DATE MUST BE SCHEDULED.

Pre-Order deadline date is November 23rd.
Please bring your order to the parish office by 11/23 for PRE-ORDER PRICES.

Extra items will be available for purchase on the pick up dates but will be sold at the regular price.

Photos are
representations of

actual items.
Greenery and

decorations may
differ from photos

based on
availability.

Photos of tin
and basket

show
products

without the
greenery.
Greenery

will be added
to the final

product.




