
  

The Parish of the Holy Cross 

95 Nichols Road + Nesconset, NY 11767 + 631.265.2200 +  

www.pothc.org + www.facebook.com/pothcnesconset 

WE CELEBRATE EUCHARIST 

Monday—Thursday: 9:00 A.M. (Chapel) 

Saturday: 5:00 P.M. 

Sunday: 8:00 A.M. + 9:30 A.M. + 11:30 A.M.  

 

WE CELEBRATE RECONCILIATION 

Saturday: 3:45 P.M.—4:30 P.M.  

or call Father Michael for an appointment. 

WE CELEBRATE BAPTISM 

Baptisms are generally celebrated twice each month 

 at 1 P.M.  Please contact the Parish Office for more 

information. 

 

WE CELEBRATE WEDDINGS 

Couples should contact the Parish Office at least six 

months in advance of the proposed wedding date. 

LET ALL BE WELCOMED AS CHRIST! 

Third Sunday of Easter - April 15, 2018 

 Come and pray with us! 

VISION STATEMENT:  Holy Cross is a vibrant Catholic community striving to maintain a  

spirit of welcome to all, serving as a guiding beacon to nourish and sustain prayer, work and play. 

“Jesus 

 was made  

  known to them  

  in the 

  breaking of the  

    bread.” 

Luke 24:35 
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We are here for you! 

Rev. Michael F. Holzmann 
Pastor 
 

Ms. Kathleen Reid 
Director of Religious Education 
 

Mrs. Mary Anne Mc Culloch 
Ms. Patricia Gyscek 
Co-Coordinators of Parish Outreach 
 

Mrs. Judith Pickel 
Pastoral Associate 

 

631.265.2200 + Fax 631.265.2229 + pothc@optonline.net 
Parish Office Hours:  Monday - Friday  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM  (closed 12:15-1:00 PM)  

Deacon Ralph Rivera 
Pastoral Minister 
 

Mrs. Elizabeth Shea 
Business Manager 
 

Mr. Brian Reich 
Director of Music Ministry 
 

Mr. Salvatore Finocchiaro 
Coordinator of Youth Ministries 

PASTORAL TEAM 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Mrs. Jane Wirth 
Parish Secretary 

Mr. Gerald Farrell 
Mr. Vincent Matula 
Custodians 

Mrs. Mary Inghilterra 
Weekend Sacristan 

Mrs. Mary Pannone 
Religious Education Secretary 
(hcreled@optonline.net) 

Dr. Vincent Mazurek 
Music Minister 

Mass Intentions Schedule 
 

Week of April 15th, 9AM Mass 

Mon.  Guiseppina Carnevale 

Tue.  Rusty Staub 

Wed.  Agnes Bryan 

Thu.  Charlotte Wangenstein 
 

Saturday, April 21st, 5 PM Mass 

Thomas G. Brophy, Patricia Neder, Helen Schmidt, 

John J. & Jane Daly 
 

Sunday, April 22nd, Fourth Sunday of Easter 

8:00 AM     People of the Parish 

9:30 AM     Marie & Peter Gallo, Marion May,  

        Robert Nava, Raffaela Finazzo,   

        Daneris Hernandez 

11:30 AM     Frank Marra 

New Life  
in Christ 
New Life  
in Christ 

Scripture Readings for April 22, 2018 
 

 +     Acts of the Apostles 4:8-12 

 +    1 John 3:1-2 

 +    John 10:11-18 

Mrs. Barbara Shipman 
P/T Asst. to the Pastor 

 

Remembering Our Sick 
 

Please pray for the sick of our parish, their  

families and caregivers: 
 

  Jean-Marie Malley  Paul Malley  

  Edward Newman  Eric Schwarz 
 

Names will be listed for 4 weeks.  Please let us know 

if you would like continued prayers. 

Celebrants for Next Weekend’s Masses 

       April 21st/22nd 
  

   5:00 PM Fr. Lukasz Drozak 

   8:00 AM Fr. Lukasz  

   9:30 AM Fr. Frank Eisele 

  11:30 AM Fr. Frank  

Banns of Marriage - Second Time 
 
Christine Kessler & Jacob Kraniak 
Joanna Smith & Christopher Foulkes 
Jaime Lanzarone & Tyler Ostling 
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Is that Sunshine and Warmth I’m Feeling? 

by Father Michael 
  Finally, we are having our first hint of springtime weather.  Feeling those first rays of 
warm sunshine is like embracing a long lost friend.  I hope the trend continues so we 
can finally put away our sweaters and winter blankets.  It has been a long winter.  
 
  On Monday evening there were two separate meetings taking place to organize 
activities that are part of our 30

th
 Anniversary celebration.  Planning is underway for 

both our Parish Picnic (on June 10) and our Parish Dinner Dance (on October 19).  
Over two dozen parishioners are involved in the planning committees, and several 
dozen parishioners have already offered their help for the picnic.  There is still time to 
sign up to be a helping hand for these events.   
 
  If you are a business owner or are able to donate supplies that would be needed for 
either of these activities, we would love to hear from you.  We will also be looking for 
sponsorships to offset some of the expenses for these celebrations.   
 
  Thank you to all of you who continue to contribute to our Renovations and Major 
Repairs fund (RAMR).  Last week’s collection gained over $3,100.  Of course, this 
fund played a major role in paying for recent, major projects that we have undertaken 
such as the roof on the church and the parking lot.  There are a number of smaller, 
but necessary, and rather costly repairs we need to make.  The skylights in the atrium 
are in need of replacement.  Several of the aluminum doors, both interior and exterior, 
are in need of repair or replacement.  As homeowners, you know it is important to 
keep on top of maintenance and repairs so as to avoid larger problems down the 
road.  
 
  I hope to have another Parish Clean-Up Day later in the spring, similar to the one we 
had in the fall.  One of the items on my list is to remove the last of the hedge-like 
shrubs in the courtyard.  Although they are still alive, their best days are behind them.  
My vision is to use those beds for smaller shrubs and seasonal flowers.  But, before 
we start planting annuals we need to install a sprinkler system to keep the little guys 
from getting thirsty.  That expense would come from the RAMR account.  Thank you 
for your support.  
 
  Don’t forget that today (Sunday) our own Parish Music Ministry is offering a concert.  
It will be an opportunity to listen to music performed by our choir and other music 
ministries.  And, rumor has it there may even be a sing-along or two that is part of the 
program.  Hospitality and refreshments will be offered afterwards.  This is another 
celebration that is part of our 30

th
 Anniversary.  Please come out and join us for the 

afternoon!   
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30TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT & MORE! 

Basket Raffles 
 

The wait is over!  The Basket Raffle Fundraiser is taking place the 
weekends of April 14th-15th, 21st-22nd, and 28th-29th. 
 
Following the 11:30 Mass on April 29th, the lucky winners of the baskets 
will be drawn.  Wine and cheese will be served.  Thank you in advance for 
your generosity in supporting our Parish Fundraiser. 
 

          Fundraising Committee 

Parish Concert! 
Sunday, April 15, 2018, 3PM 

 

In celebration of our 30 years, there will be an Anniversary Concert!  Come see 
our different music ministers, our choir, and our youth band sing and pray some 
of our favorites!  3:00 start!  We will serve refreshments and light snacks 
following.  Please come and sing along with us! 

30TH ANNIVERSARY DANCE! 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  The Parish of the Holy Cross is celebrating its  
30th Anniversary with a  Dinner Dance!  

 
When:    Friday, October 19, 2018 
Where:  The Meadow Club, 1147  Route 112, Port Jefferson Station 
Time:     7 - 11 PM 
 
Tickets will be on sale beginning the weekend of May 19 & 20 after all the 
Masses.  Plan to be with us as we celebrate this important milestone in the life 
of our parish! 
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30TH ANNIVERSARY PICNIC! 

 

   

Save the Date!!! 
   

Sunday, June 10th 

1PM - 5PM 
 

at the Nesconset Gazebo 
on Smithtown Boulevard 

(right after the 11:30 Mass at HC) 

Join us for a fun day of food, music and kids’ activities!  There will be fun for 

all ages!  Free for all parishioners and their families!  

Remember the fun we had at the 25th?!!! 

A thousand people were there! 

Fun! 

Food! Games! 

Music! 

I/We will attend the 30th Anniversary Parish Picnic on June 10th! 

 

Family Name _______________________________________ 

 

# of Adults _____________   # of Children _____________ 

 

Please drop in the basket in the Atrium or in the Collection Basket.  

There will be volunteer sign-up opportunities after all Masses April 14/15! 
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Please mark your calendars for this year’s shipwrecked Vacation Bible School at 

Holy Cross which will be held from Monday, July 9, through Friday, July 13, from 

10 am to 1pm. 

 

Registration forms for campers can be found on page 8 of the bulletin or on our 

web page, www.pothc.org.  This is for campers only, specifically children who are 

entering grades K through 5 in the fall of 2018.  Please fill out the form and mail 

in your registration, or stop by the Religious Education office to register.    

 

Inquiries regarding this popular, exciting, summer program can be made at  

265-2200 ext. 19. 

 

** Sign-up registration for helpers and counselors will be 

held on Wednesday, May 23rd, from 5 to 6PM and 7 to 8 PM. 

YOU NEED TO ATTEND ONLY ONE of these meetings to 

register as a helper or counselor.  This meeting is for 

volunteers entering 6th grade in the fall to adult.** 

 

        The Rescue Team 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

30TH ANNIVERSARY PICNIC HELP NEEDED! 

 Do you have a pick-up truck or van?  Can you help transport equipment to or 
from the picnic on Sunday, June 10, either from 7 to 11AM or 5 to 8PM?  
Helpers and lifters will be provided. 

 
  Are you a nurse?  Or, are you an EMT?  Are you willing to sit at a First Aid      
   Station for one hour during the picnic?  Contact Linda Spahr at 631-252-0919 or 
   spahrlin@optonline.net 
 

 Do you or someone you know own a business?  Would you like to be a sponsor 
for the 30th Anniversary Picnic?  Contact Kim Loh Bodor at 516-996-2297 or 
akjlb23@optonline.net   

 
 Do you have any photos or memorabilia of events that took place at Holy Cross in the past  
  5 years?  If so, contact Kim at the number or email above. 



7 

Welcome to Holy Cross Religious Education  
  
The Religious Education Office is planning ahead to the 2018-2019 Formation Year.  
We need your help so that we can adequately plan to meet the needs of our parish. If 
you have a child entering First Grade in September you need to register.  If you 
have recently moved to our parish you need to register in the parish.  Our program is 
“home based.”  Classes do not take place at the Church; rather they are held in the 
homes of our Catechists.  Because of this, there are geographical limits on who we 
are able to accommodate.  Please contact our office for more specific information. 
  

 First time registration needs to be done in person at our office. 
 Registration needs to be completed by June 15, 2018. 
 Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9:00-12:00 & 1:00-4:00 
 If your child was not baptized at Holy Cross you need to bring a copy of your 

child’s Baptism Certificate. 
 For those who are already part of our program, you need to re-register for 

the upcoming year.  Materials will be sent to your home by the end of April 
and they may be returned by mail.  Please note the deadline of June 15, 
2018. 

  
A detailed outline of our program is available on-line or at our office.  But, there are a 
few important details to be noted. 
  

 Children must successfully complete each grade level to proceed to the next. 
 The Sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist, and Confirmation require a 

minimum of two years of preparation. 
  
Most importantly, we need to work together.  Faithful attendance at classes and 
parent workshops is essential.  As comprehensive and 
informative as our program is, this is only one part of your 
child’s faith formation.  The greatest thing you can do to 
nurture your faith and the faith of your child is to regularly be 
part of our Sunday Eucharist.   
  
The Catechism of the Church states that parents have the 
first responsibility for the education of their children.  We are 
privileged to work with you in this task.  We thank you for 
your cooperation in allowing us to be part of your lives.  We 
look forward to a fruitful year where everyone, young and old, 
continues to grow in understanding the gift of our faith. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
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Please print clearly / one per child 

  
  
Child’s Name: ______________________Age:_________ Date of birth: ___________ 
  
Street address: ________________________________________________________ 
  
City:___________________  Zip: ____________  Grade entering Sept. 2018_______ 
  
Home phone: _______________________   e-mail: ___________________________ 
  
Parish if not Holy Cross: _________________________________________________ 
  
Mother/guardian emergency contact # / cell # ________________________________ 
  
Father/guardian emergency contact # / cell # _________________________________ 
  
 Important:  Allergies or other medical conditions:  Yes / No  (please circle one) 
 ( if “yes” please fill out “Allergy Action Plan” form at time of registration. ) 

*** Under No circumstances may outside food be brought in. 
                                                   

           

  May request one name for a child to be placed with: 
  
         ________________________________________ 
         This is only a request.  
         Campers may be placed in same crew OR group.                                                                                                                          
         Siblings will be placed together if requested. 

  

   
 Photography release:  I hereby give / do not give  permission for my child  
 

 _________________________ to be photographed during the week at VBS.    
 

 (must circle one and sign)   ____________________________________________ 
  

 Fees: 
$60.00 for 1 camper 
  
$100.00 for 2 campers 
  
$140.00 for 3 or more    
campers 

July 9-13, 2018   10AM-1PM 

 

For Parish use only: 
Payments Made:  Date:__________   Amount:__________  Cash Check #______  
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YOUTH MINISTRY 

Hello Everyone!  Are you in high school?  Do you want to make new friends as you play 

fun games and activities?  Do you want to build more of an understanding about 

yourself and your faith?  If you answered "Yes!" to any one of those questions, then 

you MUST check out the Holy Cross Youth Group!  You will be glad you did! 

  

Here are photos from 

our Spring Retreat 

Donation Board 

Fundraiser we had last 

week. The event was a 

huge success!  The 

Youth Group would like to thank all parishioners for their endless support of our 

program and our upcoming Spring Retreat!  If you picked up a slip from the 

donation board, please drop the item off in the Atrium ASAP. :-)   

 

If you made your Confirmation, then come with a friend and check out the wonderful 

opportunities the Youth Group has for you!  We would love to see you!  The Holy Cross 

Youth Group is the perfect opportunity for you to continue to grow in your faith and 

build relationships with others in the parish.  Here are our upcoming youth events and 

happenings!  Take a look: 

 

This weekend, on April 15th:  The Youth Group will be rocking out at the Parish 

Concert starting at 3PM.  All are welcome. Come and listen to some great music 

with us, especially from our Core Band! :-) 

 

The following week, on April 22nd:  The Youth Group will be having a Youth Night 

from 6 - 8PM.  We will have our event in the Atrium.  All teens are welcome to 

come! :-) See you all there! 

 

So, if you are thinking about coming to the church to see what we are all about… do it!  

You will not regret it.  Come with a friend or family member, and join us as we continue 

to grow in the endless love of Christ. 

  

If you have any questions or concerns, or if you are thinking about joining us and you 

would like more information, then please do not hesitate to contact Sal Finocchiaro, 

Coordinator of Youth Ministries, at HCyouthgroup15@gmail.com or call the parish 

office.  Thank you! 

mailto:HCyouthgroup@hotmail.com
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YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Joe  Merlino’s Eagle Scout Car Wash Fundraiser 
 

Please come support Joe and our parish by getting your car 
washed on April 21st from 10AM to 2PM at the Holy Cross 
parking lot!  (The Eagle Scout Project is to build a fence around the 
Outreach Community Vegetable Garden.)  Thank you!  
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Dear Friends:  

 

As we begin a New Year, I am writing to thank you for your support of the Catholic Ministries Appeal 

and for making my first year a great joy in this wonderful Diocese. With a grateful heart, I also ask for 

your prayers and support for this year’s Catholic Ministries Appeal, which brings Christ’s love and 

mercy to more than 600,000 people every year. 

 

Pope Francis has invited us to embrace our vocation as missionary disciples – to be the Hands of 

Christ’s Mercy. Our participation in the Catholic Ministries Appeal is an effective way for us to 

respond. As we support the good works of our Church, our hands serve as instruments of God’s love. 

 

Your gifts to the Catholic Ministries Appeal touch so many in our Diocese: children being formed in 

our Catholic Faith in our schools and religious education programs, seminarians preparing to be holy 

and zealous priests, candidates for the permanent diaconate preparing to serve our parishes, 

disadvantaged seniors who are often isolated and lonely, families in crisis including our immigrant-

refugee families who face so much uncertainty, our youth and young adults discerning their Catholic 

faith and their futures, people who are incarcerated, and those suffering from addiction.  

 

A donation to our Appeal will help to ensure that our shared vision for Dramatic Missionary Growth in 

our Diocese will have a firm financial foundation as we reach out beyond our Parish walls and into the 

“mission territory” to which we are called.   

 

I am grateful for your prayerful consideration of a gift to the 2018 Catholic Ministries Appeal.   

Together we can bring Jesus’ message of hope to communities, families and individuals.  

 

Thank you for your love for the mission of the Church.  I will be keeping you and your family in my 

Masses and prayers. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

        
Most Reverend John O. Barres                                            

Bishop of Rockville Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make checks payable to: 
Catholic Ministries Appeal 

 
Parish __________________________________  Pledge:   $_______ 
 

Name ___________________________________ Down payment:  $_______ 
 

Address__________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ________________________ Signature: _____________________________Date:________ 

Dear Friends: 

 

Thank you for your support of the Catholic Ministries Appeal. The Catholic Ministries Appeal offers us a unique 

opportunity to be the Hands of Christ’s Mercy and His instrument of Dramatic Missionary Growth on Long 

Island and beyond, as it supports so many good works we accomplish together as a Church.  

 

The Catholic Ministries Appeal supports works of evangelization and ministries that provide spiritual, 

educational and charitable assistance to hundreds of thousands of men, women and children across our Diocese.  

So much of the vital work of our Church would not be possible if not for your support of the Catholic Ministries 

Appeal.   

 

Our Holy Father Pope Francis said: “…Let us be renewed by God’s mercy, let us be loved by Jesus, let us enable 

the power of His love to transform our lives too; and let us become agents of this mercy.”  The Catholic 

Ministries Appeal is a critical part of that calling, making it possible for Christ’s mercy to reach throughout our 

entire Diocese. 

 

We see it in the smiles and laughter from our seniors at our community centers who, maybe for the first time in a 

long time, are socializing and sharing a hot meal with others.  We see it in the faces of those who, because of 

Catholic Charities, have long term sobriety and are reunited with their families. We see it in the joy of a 

seminarian as he completes his studies, and is ordained to the priesthood, and we see it in the excitement of a 

college student, away from home for the first time, finding faith-filled friends through a Catholic Campus 

Ministry program.  

 

Through your prayerful consideration and reflection, I invite you to once again take part in the work of our 

Church by making a sacrificial gift to the 2018 Catholic Ministries Appeal. Together we can continue to be 

agents of Jesus’ mercy.  

 

Thank you for your love for the mission of the Church.  I will be keeping you and your family daily in my Masses 

and prayers. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

       

Most Reverend John O. Barres                                               

Bishop of Rockville Centre 

 

Parish of the Holy Cross—176 

To donate, please make checks payable to: 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

- Preparing to Celebrate Mother/Father’s Day 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

to Montfort Missionaries . 
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CASH CALENDAR 

Parish of the Holy Cross 

April 2018 
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Saturday, April 14th       5:00 PM   

  BASKET RAFFLE SALES      Atrium  

 

Sunday, April 15th        All Masses 

 BASKET RAFFLE SALES      Atrium  
 PARISH CONCERT       3PM  Wor.Ar./Atr.  
 

Monday, April 16th            5:00 PM 

 SPECIAL NEEDS CLASSES     Atrium 
 CONFIRMATION PRAYER SERVICE  7PM  Worship Area 
 

Tuesday, April 17th            10:00 AM 

 IN STITCHES         Fr. Joe Room 
 ALPHA         6:30PM Atrium 
 PASTORAL COUNCIL      7PM Fr. Joe Room 
 

Wednesday, April 18th       11AM - 2:30PM 

  SENIORS           Atrium 

 BAPTISM PREP       7:30PM Atrium  

 

Thursday, April 19th       10:00 AM  

 SCRIPTURE STUDY       Fr. Joe Room 

 CONFIRMATION PRAYER SERVICE  7PM  Worship Area  

 

Saturday, April 21st        8 AM - 12 PM  

  VEGETABLE GARDEN CLEAN-UP   Vegetable Grdn. 

 EAGLE SCOUT CAR WASH  10AM-2PM HC Parking Lot 

 BASKET RAFFLE SALES    5PM Atrium 

 

Sunday, April 22nd        All Masses 

 BASKET RAFFLE SALES      Atrium  
 BAPTISMS        1PM Worship Area 
 YOUTH NIGHT          6-8PM  Atrium  

MEETINGS THIS WEEK 

PARISH OUTREACH 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
 

Like in the gospel today, sometimes our 

minds need to be opened to know what 

God has done for us, and what he wants 

for us in our marriage.  Deepen your 

communication, strengthen your 

relationship, rekindle your romance and 

renew your sacrament by attending a 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Weekend.  The next weekends are April 

27-29, 2018 in Huntington, NY and 

November 16-18, 2018 in Huntington, 

NY.  For more information, call John & 

Toni Torio at 877-697-9963 or visit them 

at: 

http://www.wwmeli.org. 

 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter is a 

Roman Catholic organization serving in 

over 90 countries in a multitude of 

languages. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Community Vegetable Garden Volunteers Needed!!! 
    
Spring is here which means we need to get our Community Vegetable Garden ready to be 

planted!  The date is April 21 from 8 to 12.  We need as many volunteers as possible to help 

clean up; the more volunteers, the faster we can get it done.  The vegetable garden is a great 

thing for those households served by our Parish Outreach who don’t have access to fresh 

vegetables.  So, do something wonderful and join us April 21! 

http://www.wwmeli.org
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