Vision
Statement:

Holy Crossis a
vibrant Catholic
community
striving to
maintain a spirit
of welcome
to all,
serving as a
guiding beacon
to nourish and
sustain prayer,
work and play.
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Holy Cross “%

Let All Who Enter Be Welcomed as Christ!
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the star that they had seen
at its rising preceded them,

until it came_and stopped over

the place where the child was.

Thev were @l/é@ a%@///

at seeing the star,
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and upon entering the house they saw the child with Mary his mother.
They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their treasures

and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
if gifts of g ) Y -Matthew 2:9-11

The Epiphany of the Lord
January 5, 2025

Come and Pray with Us!

We celebrate Eucharist
Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM,;
Saturday 5:00 PM,;

Sunday 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM
The 9:00 Weekday Mass & Sunday 11:30 Mass
are livestreamed on Facebook.

We celebrate Reconciliation
Saturday 3:30 PM - 4:15 PM;
Wednesday after 9:00 AM Mass

95 Nichols Road + Nesconset, NY 11767 + 631.265.2200
www.holycrossrc.org + www.facebook.com/pothcnesconset



WE ARE HERE FOR YOU

PASTORAL TEAM

PHONE: (631) 265-2200

Reverend Michael F. Holzmann................. Ext. 115 FAX: (631) 265-2229
Pastor EMAIL: parish@holycrossrc.org
Deacon Joseph Maffeo.......cccooeiiiiinnenn. Ext. 124

Pastoral Minister

Mrs. Judith Pickel.........ccooiiiiiiiii . Ext. 116 PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
Pastoral Associate MONDAY - THURSDAY

Mrs. Michele Hall.........cccooeeeeeeei, Ext. 120 9 AM-4PM

Pastoral Associate (closed 12:15-1 PM)

Mrs. Jennifer Miller.....ccccocccci, Ext. 112

Coordinator of Religious Ed.

Mrs. Kelley Mowat.......ccccciiiiiiiiiieee, Ext. 113 Parish Office
Coordinator of Parish Outreach FRIDAY HOURS

Mr. Brian Reich 9 AM -12 NOON

Director of Music Ministry

PASTORAL STAFF NEW OUTREACH HOURS:

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday

Mrs. Jane Wirth. ..., Ext. 122 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Parish Secretary ) ]
Evening Hours by Appointment Only

Mrs. Mary Pannone.......ccccccoviiiiiiiiiiiinennnen. Ext. 111
Religious Ed. Secretary
Ms. Karina D'Angelo......cccccciiiiiiieii, Ext. 110

Business Manager

Dr. Vincent Mazurek
Music Minister/Webmaster

Mr. Roberto Maza
Custodian

Mr. Joseph Santoro
Office Support Staff

Mrs. Susan Ribeiro
Bulletin Editor

Visit our website at www.holycrossrc.org
for more information on how we can serve you.

www.holycrossrc.org (631) 265-2200



WHAT WILL YOU BRING?

Weekly Reflection by Fr. Michael

This weekend we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany. This is the familiar part of the Christmas story
when the three wise men make precious offerings to the child Jesus. | have always maintained that the
Magi did not set out with the intention to bring gifts. They had been hired by Herod (who had ill
intentions for Jesus) to go on a fact-finding mission and to report back to him what they witnessed.
But rather than being spectators of that event, they were drawn into it. Having come into the presence
of the child Jesus, they were inspired to give precious gifts. They also had a change of heart and did
not return to Herod. Having encountered the Lord, they literally had to walk a different path.

Gift giving can be a meaningful experience. It's not about the amount of money spent, but rather an
expression of love for those with whom we exchange gifts. A well-chosen gift reflects that we know
something about the person and are affirming who they are. The gift can recognize we know a need in
that person’s life that we want to address. A gift can be a bond that affirms and strengthens a
relationship.

What gift will you bring to the Lord? As the old expression goes, “It's hard to shop for someone who
has everything.” God doesn't need stuff. God wants our hearts. God desires we become the people he
made us to be. God wants us to be people who live in peace with ourselves, one another, and with Him.
What do we need to do to deepen that self-awareness and to deepen our relationship with God? What
would bring more peace to your heart? Do you need to work on strengthening a relationship in your
life? Do you need to overcome anger and resentment that surrounds what is happening in our politics
and culture? Do you need to live a more balanced and healthy lifestyle? Do you need to not be
consumed with fear and worry? These things are more than New Year's resolutions; they can be life-
giving steps forward in your faith journey.

When you give the perfect gift, there is tremendous joy in your own heart. This is even more so in our
relationship with God. Ironically, the more we give away, the more we are fulfilled. Conversely, when we
are stingy with honesty, vulnerability and trust, life becomes very narrow and very shallow. We are the
ones who ultimately benefit when we enter more deeply into that mystery of God among us. As we
reflect upon precious gifts offered by the wise men, may we be reminded that we too can offer
precious gifts. The source of what we offer comes from the depths of our hearts.

Next week is the Baptism of the Lord. In particular, the 11:30 Mass is going to be abounding with
enthusiasm and joy. We are inviting all those families who celebrated a baptism here in the past two
years. It will be a festive day to celebrate our faith, this community, and the way in which God’s gift of
life continues to unfold.

www.holycrossrc.org (631) 265-2200
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CELEBRANTS FOR
NEXT WEEKEND'S
MASSES

i\

JANUARY 11

5:00 PM
FR. MICHAEL

JANUARY 12

8:00 AM
FR. MICHAEL

9:30 AM
FR. MICHAEL

11:30 AM
FR. MICHAEL

SCRIPTURE
READINGS
FOR JANUARY 12

+ |saiah 40:1-5, 9-11
+ Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7
+ Luke 3:15-16,21-22

ON THE CALENDAR

Saturday, January 4th ................ccocoociiiiii HOLY HOUR
3:45PM - 4:45PM, Worship Area

Sunday, January 5th .............ccccccooiiiiiiiiiii ANOINTING OF THE SICK
After 9:30AM Mass, Worship Area

Sunday, January 5th ..o CHILDREN'S LITURGY
11:30AM Mass, Fr. Joe Room

Monday, January 6th ..............ccoccoiiiiiiie SPECIAL NEEDS
4:00PM-6:00PM, Worship Area, Atrium

Tuesday, January 7th ... IN STITCHES
10:00AM, Fr. Joe Room

Wednesday, January 8th ..............ccccoooiiiiiiiiiiiii e SENIORS
11:30AM-2:30PM, Atrium

Wednesday, January 8th ............................. LEVEL 8 PRAYER SERVICE MTG.
6:00PM, Fr.Joe Room

Sunday, January I12th ... OCIA
10:00AM-11:00AM, Fr. Joe Room

Sunday, January 12th ..................ccccoooiiiiiiiii BAPTISM CELEBRATION
11:30AM Mass, Worship Area, Atrium

Sunday, January 12th .............cccoooiiiiiiiiii e BAPTISMS
1:00PM, Worship Area

Visit our website at www.holycrossrc.org
to find out more about the different ministries
we have to offer, how you can be involved,
and when they meet.

www.holycrossrc.org

(631) 265-2200



WE PRAY...CELEBRATE...REMEMBER

Upcoming Mass Intentions

Week of Sunday, January 5, 9AM Masses

Mon. Chris & Megan Dawson (living)
Tue. Jack Piccolo

Wed. Thomas Barrett

Thu. Thomas Barrett

Saturday, January 11, 5 PM Mass

Linda Marino, Ann Keena, Teresa Burton,
Gennaro Cangiano, Roberta Lamb

Sunday, January 12,
The Baptism of the Lord

8:00 AM People of the Parish

9:30 AM Jean Everts

11:30 AM Anne DiGregorio, Joseph M. Babi,
Jack Piccolo, Frank J. Foronijy,

Theresa Garguilo

We thank
the men and woemen
who serve in our military
for their service.

IV
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We continue to pray
through 2025 for ...

SSGT David Basler
Cpl Brian S. Brophy Jr., USMC
Cpl Richard J. DeKanchuk, USMC
FC2 Lane Dyar
AS Brandon Ferrara
MIDN Jonathan A. Goohs Jr., USNA
WO Christopher Kaminsky
Sgt Michael J. Knipper, USMC
SSGT Ryan Mauldin
PFC Ryan McCoy, USMC
Lt Ryan Montvydas

Please let us know if their service is finished
or their title has changed.
May God bless all who serve our nation.
Pray for peace!

Please pray for those in our parish
who are sick, their families and caregivers

Bob Alderdice

Kimberly Crawford Arbocus

Theresa Arzillo

Alejandro Astegiano

Jo Barry
Kathy Barry
Barbara Bombace
Cole Brennan
Dan Bryan
Judy Carlson
Hank Champagne
Mary Champagne
William Ciccarelli
Grayson Danielski
Jason Deluca
Manuela Diaz
Ann Egan
Vincent Esposito
Ralph Farino
Yolanda Fattarusso
Sienna Fricke
Linda Giordano
Linda Heinrichs
Debbie Jablinowski
Kristen Kennedy
Caroline Lazar

Carol Leahy
Jo-Ann Loh
Mary Lopez
Gerald Losquadro
Charlotte Lynch
Viola Malek
Jeanne Marie Malley
Steve Matonti
Olivia Melia
Loretto Narducci
Darin Pitkanen
Patricia Pitkanen
Carina Ranieri
Rob Remhild
Liam Richards
Lynn Rodger
Sean Romeo
Elaine Ruane
Louise Scagnelli
Casey Schultz
Kathy Schwinn
John Serri
Celeste Sichenze
Bill Tanner
Grace Van Epps
Peter Warns
Emma Zeidman

If you would like to have the name of your
loved one listed in our prayers for the sick,
please call 631-265-2200 x122.

We remember and pray for the following
Holy Cross parishioners who passed away recently:

Thomas Barrett
Roberta Ann Lamb
Joseph Paciulli
Jean Scialabba
Barbara Sherry

May they rest in peace,
and may their loved ones be consoled.

www.holycrossrc.org

(631) 265-2200



PARISH OUTREACH

Outreach is currently in need of the following items for the food pantry.
The collection will be this weekend January 4th & 5th.

'
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Eﬂ(rgg Toilet paper - Hot cereal - Chicken in a can
! Mayo - Rice - Pancake mix - Syrup

| I Thank you for checking expiration dates before donating.

Q_) J Thank you for the donations of bags for our pantry. We are not accepting any more at this time. Thank you!

Thanks you for youn continued, support!

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those
who belong to the family of believers.” - Calatians 6:10

% ‘ i 4 4
“Let there be Light”

After 30 years, the lighting fixtures in our Worship Area are failing
and need to be updated. In addition, the obsolete dimming and
control panel must be replaced.

For this reason, we are doing a special fundraiser to cover
the $98,200 cost of the project. We need to be able to make
this improvement without utilizing our limited savings. This
is an expensive undertaking, and we need your help.

We are grateful for your support as a faithful community,
together assisting in maintaining the facility, so we can offer Masses,
‘Baptisms, Comununions, Confirmations, Weddings and Funerals here at Holy Cross.

You can find envelopes for the “Let there be Light” fundraiser in the atrium,
or you can do a direct donation using the Venmo or PayPal QR code.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact the Parish Office.

God bless you and Thank You for being part of “Let there be Light.”

2024 Statement of Contributions

A statement of your contributions to Holy Cross for the year 2024 will be sent to you
upon request. If you would like a copy, please print your name and address on the form
below and drop it in the collection basket or at the Parish Office.

Name

Address




WE GROW IN FAITH

Level 4 — Walk Through Mass

Tuesday, January 14th, at 5pm — Worship Area
Thursday, January 16th, at 5pm — Worship Area **
** New Date (replaces Monday, January 13th)

Level 1 — Church Tour
Wednesday, January 15th, at 7pm — Worship Area
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| If anyor;e ;uould hl:le. to gngoly
»-)\ Y are somet 1jng V/Z“AQ';BEIPUSI’H
J N for our special D
G @ Baptism celebration Holy Cross Welcomes these
g./ : after the 11:30 Mass Children Baptized in December

v
Mary Hope Caldarello
Giovanni James Fantauzzi
Taylor Grace Labita
Nora Jay Lederer
Nina Gloria Murphy

on January 12,
please let Jude know at
jpickel@holycrossrc.org

Items may be dropped off at the Fr.

Joe Room any time on the 12th. Gianni Luigi Pecoraro

Thank you. Paolo Roberto Pecoraro
FAlTH Practice of Hope (Excerpt from “At Home with the Word 2025")
& On the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord, the Church celebrates the
manifestation of the Son of God to the world. Little is known about the visitors
WORKS from the East who paid the Holy Family homage, but their story reminds us that

great things happen in the humblest of places. The Magi followed the star to find
the newborn Jesus in Bethlehem, which means House of Bread.

From the House of Bread came the Bread of Life. Following the example of the
Magi, visit a church and pray before the Real Presence in the tabernacle.

Reflect on the world around you and look for examples of the miraculous way God
allows things to occur in the humblest of places.

Bring the figurines of the three Magi closer to your nativity set. Light candles
and sing your favorite Epiphany songs.

www.holycrossrc.org (631) 265-2200



A COMMUNITY SERVICE NIGHT
FOR TEENS

fﬂ}Jij.":‘Jﬂ BL}]J\/.KET ]’“f”iiff\ﬁij

Join us as we gather together to create
no-sew blankets for the Holy Cross Prayer Blanket Ministry.
Last year, our teen volunteers created over 15 blankets
which were blessed at Mass following our event.
These blankets were then distributed to individuals to bring
comfort, and serve as a reminder to them of God's love.
Parishioners have the opportunity, after the blankets are
blessed, to receive these special blankets.

W0M“’(W ©

FEBRVARY | HOLY CROSS ATRIVM

TH Community Service Letters stating
participation will be handed out that night

Snacks and Refreshments
7-9PM will be provided throughout the evening

Supplies for No-Sew blankets will be provided.
Learn how to make blankets for those in need.

Join us anytime between 7-9 pm
Only have an hour? That's ok! We appreciate the time you give!

Please register for this event to participate.
0 Sign up for Remind at:
rmd.at/ycchc O

To register, send an email to Angela & Susan at: youthcc@holycrossrc.org,
and/or join our Remind group to receive a SignUpGenius link.

You will find additional information for this and other events through the Remind App.

Level 6 - 8 Catechists: Great Opportunity for you and your class! Contact us!




PARISH REMINDERS

Youth

7R

(%) ) Community
& Cares

"*Serving our youth as our youth serves others"

OUTH
COMMUNITY

CARES

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Thank you to all our Youth Volunteers and Adult
Volunteers who have made the past few months
since YCC began a huge success!

We are so proud of our youth community!

We will be hosting hospitality weekends
in January, and add’l dates through April.

We are also looking for youth volunteers
to help with our Prayer Blanket Ministry,
making no-sew blankets.

Please register for these events to participate.

To register, send an email to Angela & Susan at
youthcc@holycrossrc.org and/or join our
Remind group to receive a SignUpGenius link.

Sign up for Remind at: rmd.at/ycchc

You will find additional information
for these events through the Remind App.

BREAKING BREAD'

S Missalettes

If you didn’t get a chance to order a
2025 Missalette, you can still purchase one for
$12 in the Parish Office.

The next hospitality
weekend is
January 25th & 26th

Complimentary refreshments
are served after Mass
by our Youth Volunteers.

e
Osprar®

If you are a middle or high school student,
you can sign up to volunteer by joining Remind.
You will receive additional information through the link.

Sign up for Remind at: rmd.at/ycchc

HOLY HOUR ~ January 4th
EVERY 1ST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH

Please come and spend some time
.+, with the Lord in personal prayer
b as you pray before
the Blessed Sacrament

during the Parish Holy Hour.

' IN ti oﬂvc&

Join us for conversation and laughs as we work
on new or unfinished knitting, crocheting,
quilting, needlepoint, crafts or sewing projects.

We will be meeting on JANUARY 7th
and then every Tuesday from 10AM to 12PM
in the Father Joe Room

Contact: JoEllen May-Wadsworth (631) 360-1373
EMail: jpmclady@yahoo.com

Next weekend at the offertory
"4 we will also be collecting for our
Renovations and Major Repairs fund.

Thante youw fov yowy continued supppo-sl!

HOLY CROSS SENIORS

WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 8th

We are meeting in the Atrium
from 11:30AM to 2:30PM

For anyone who believes they have a Sexual Abuse Claim against an
Additional Debtor (parish) arising prior to December 3, 2024
the claim form to submit and related information can be found at
https://dm.epigll.com/case/drvc/info
under the “Proof of Claim Form” heading.

The deadline for filing claims is January 13, 2025, at 11:59 p.m.
prevailing Eastern time.

www.holycrossrc.org

(631) 265-2200



DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE | DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

. 2025
. OPEN
s HOUSES

SCHOOLS
Sts. Philip & James

OF LONG ISLAND
Experience the

School & Academy
St. James, NY

Catholic School
Sunday, Jan. 26 | 11 AM - 1:30 PM

Difference!

St. Patrick School
Smithtown, NY

Sunday, Jan. 26 | 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM

St. Mary School
East Islip, NY

Saturday, Jan. 25|10 AM - 1PM

St. Patrick School
Bay Shore, NY
Sunday, Jan. 26 | 10:30 AM

Holy Angels Regional
School
Patchogue, NY

Saturday, Jan.25|11 AM - 2PM

Scan the QR Code to Learn More!

www.drvcschools.org/visit



Winber WindLeall

For many years the Cash Calendar was a part of the Holy Cross routine, and * e )
this fundraiser provided some additional financial support to the parish. At
this time, it is unlikely that we have enough parishioners attending Mass on a )ﬂ@

A‘.(I

weekly basis to support a monthly drawing, so we will continue as we have
done for the past few years with our quarterly drawing.

e $10 per ticket
e Tickets are available for purchase through December, January and February.
e Drawing will be held February 28.

This is the pay scale which will be offered:

* 1 Prize @ $250

* 2 Prizes @ $100
* 10 Prizes @ $50
* 15 Prizes @ $25

o
“ gt

e This formula was based upon selling 250 tickets @ $10 each. If more than 250
tickets are sold, the number of prizes will be increased.

e Please use the tear-off tickets below. You may return your entries by placing them in
an envelope and depositing it in the basket on weekends, or returning them to the
Parish Office.

Thank you for your support!

Winter WindFell

Winter WindFell

|
I
Name : Name
Address | Address
Town : Town
Phone : Phone
I
________________________ OO P PR S PO S S S S S P
Winter Usindfell | Winter Usind€ell
Name | Name
Address : Address
Town | Town
Phone : Phone




“Caring that Counts” www.moloneyfh.com

LAKE RONKONKOMA HAUPPAUGE HOLBROOK
MOMEY 132 Ronkonkoma Avenue 840 Wheeler Road (Rte. 111) 825 Main Street
(631) 588-1515 (631) 361-7500 (631) 981-7500
Pamily Funeral Homes, Inc. CENTRAL ISLIP BOHEMIA PORT JEFFERSON STATION
] . 130 Carleton Avenue 1320 Lakeland Avenue 523 Route 112 g
Francis D. Moloney, Jr. (631) 234-6000 (631) 589-1500 (631) 473-3800  scanthis
e A = i Storp Book Homes e,
@ |L S E N S o OZe :me % :? x Custom Homes * Apartments
| S H OO e f{r Serycs FeNCONKOGA 'm 3 Developers *Planned Communities
et S L NEIGHBORHOO E o s 28179631 ? BUS. OFFICE
Nesconset (631) 5865676 _[Fh" ELECTRICH | LHGEHEL . mmmmnnstiegia 631-265-6131
REE ESTIMATESH Fireside Catholic Heritage Edition Bible

1(631) 487-0939
X y The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New American Bible
~1(516) 417-8403 E%\lnsed Edition tra%slatlon is the ideal Catholic Family
ible

Features: Our Catholic Family, FamllP/ Record section
and Burgundy padded cover with gold-gilded page edges.

Only $79.99 post paid

i{C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc.
1200 Dale Street * W. Babylon, NY 11704

24 Hr. Emergency Service
Phone/Fax (631) 580-7500

PLUMBING

{Enclosed please find check/money order for §_____ to cover the cost of
& HEATING Thinking about buying or selling? Call me T (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped post
Senior Discount 10% for a free market evaluation! ({77~
ElsiemitulcaniBivd: o Matthew Villacci Address
Nesconset Parishioner -e

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson iCity State Zip

631-352-9960

“A contribution to Parish of the
Holy Cross is made from kW

every transaction” ELITE
KELLERWILLIAMS. REALTY

KERRY J. MAHER S T _ J A M E S KENNETH J. MAHER, JR.

FUNERAL HOME “Personal Attention & Dignified Service

829 Middle Country Road ~ A Home ﬁr Funerals & Cremations ~ - Our Continuing Tradition
(Jericho Turnpike) Route 25. St. James www.StJamesFuneralHome.com

(63 1) 584 5200 ~ HoNORING THE LEGAC Y OF DEACON KENNETH J] MAHER & AELYSCHE M. MAHER ~

COLDWELL BANKER
AMERICAN HOME

Susan A. Lampach

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

¢ (631) 806-8579 Mobile l I
DEDICATED O remier | rinting
TOBETTER = slampach@cbamhomes.com *. of Lohg Isladia

Lirsed 2062 | | FOR ALL YOUR PRINTING NEEDS

Parishioner

ingi SeRGE; . * Wedding Books * Color Flyers /i
By growmg m.every ARPAL (?f o e, %f = ~ (] #'Save the Dates * Birth Announcements E:l;‘;):ae;r;eag
patient experience and quallty: Y 4 " a ) LAY | - Invitations * Brochures quote today!
Catholic Health is becoming the as Catholic Health RS = * Envelopes * Christmas Cards
% e fNE'GHBORHOO * Thank You Cards 631-213-2128
most preferred choice on Long Island.  LonG Live LonG 1sLanD™ 4 3 -

ELECTRIC

premierprintingliegmail.com

;i.FREE ESTIMATES)
. 1(631) 487-0939
) (516) 417- 8403

IF YOU LIVE ALONE [
YOU NEED A MEDICAL ALERT = 4= =
At HOME or AWAY

« GPS - Fall Alert « 24/7+ 365 Monitoring
Ambulance ¢ Police * Fire « Family/Friends

¥ MDMedAlert" g
As Low As $1 9 - @

No Contract - No Fees - E-Z Setup - md- m.edalertcom CALL 800 867 7250

Branch Funeral Homes

Miller Place FUNERALS & CREMATIONS Smithtown
551 Route 25A Trust. Quality. Affordability. 190 East Main Street
(631) 744-9700 Owned by the Vigliante Family - Henry Vigliante < John Vigliante « Paul Vigliante (631) 724-9500
BranchFH.com TRUSTED CREMATION WITH CARE™ PROVIDER info@BranchFH.com

#201 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 « www.thechurchbulletininc.com « geosk@aol.com ~ Please Patronize our Advertisers



