
Let All Who Enter Be Welcomed as Christ!
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maintain a spirit
of welcome
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Read More

Holy Cross

25th Sunday of Ordinary Time - September 22, 2024

We celebrate Eucharist
Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM;

Saturday 5:00 PM;
Sunday 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

The 9:00 Weekday Mass & Sunday 11:30 Mass
are livestreamed on Facebook.

Come and Pray with Us!

We celebrate Reconciliation
Saturday 3:30 PM - 4:15 PM;

Wednesday after 9:00 AM Mass

“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name
welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me

but the one who sent me” (Mark 9:37).



PASTORAL STAFF NEW OUTREACH HOURS: 
Monday, Tuesday &

Thursday 

10:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Evening Hours by Appointment Only

(631) 265-2200www.holycrossrc.org (631) 265-2200www.holycrossrc.org

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY - THURSDAY 

9 AM - 4 PM
(closed 12:15-1 PM)

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU

PASTORAL TEAM
Reverend Michael F. Holzmann.................
Pastor

Ext. 115

Deacon Joseph Maffeo...............................
Pastoral Minister

Ext. 124

Mrs. Judith Pickel.......................................... 
Pastoral Associate

Ext. 116

Mrs. Michele Hall......................................... 
Pastoral Associate

Ext. 120

Mrs. Jennifer Miller....................................... 
Coordinator of Religious Ed.

Ext. 112

Mrs. Kelley Mowat......................................... 
Coordinator of Parish Outreach

Ext. 113

Mr. Brian Reich 
Director of Music Ministry

Mrs. Jane Wirth.............................................
Parish Secretary

Ext. 122

Ms. Karina D’Angelo.....................................
Business Manager

Ext. 111

Ext. 110

Dr. Vincent Mazurek 
Music Minister/Webmaster

Mr. Roberto Maza 
Custodian

Mrs. Mary Pannone.......................................
Religious Ed. Secretary
Contact email:  ....... mpannone@holycrossrc.org 

PHONE:  (631) 265-2200
FAX:  (631) 265-2229

EMAIL:  parish@holycrossrc.org

Mrs. Susan Ribeiro
Bulletin Editor

Visit our website at www.holycrossrc.org
for more information on how we can serve you.

Parish Office 
FRIDAY HOURS
9 AM - 12 NOON

Behold, God is my helper;
the Lord sustains my life.

Freely will I offer you sacrifice;
I will praise your name, O Lord,

for its goodness.
-Psalm 54:6-8
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Weekly Reflection by Fr. Michael

CONNECTEDNESS BRINGS LIFE

A few experiences this past week have reminded me of the life and energy that come from
being in relationship with others. Last year when I went on retreat, one of my Southwest
Airlines flights was overbooked. I volunteered to give up my seat and received $1,000 in flight
credit for a future trip. I didn’t want that credit to go to waste, so I used a bunch of it this
past week. I flew out to Albuquerque to meet with a friend. We’ve known each other for over
twenty-five years, but because of the distance we rarely get to see one another. It was a
great gift.  From there I flew to Tampa to spend a couple of days with my sister and my
grandniece. I had spent time with my sister on my summer vacation, but my four-year-old
grandniece is still trying to figure out who is this crazy Uncle Michael from New York. Children
bring a wave of happiness to life.

Last weekend after the 5 o’clock Mass, over 100 parishioners took advantage of our invitation
for a little barbeque in honor of our feast day. (A huge thank you to our Knights of Columbus
for sponsoring the meal.) The evening weather was perfect for this near autumn gathering. I
was amazed and delighted how many people came and how long they stayed. As we were
heading out to the courtyard, I asked one parishioner if she was staying. Her response was,
“Of course, I would never pass up a Holy Cross gathering.” At every table I visited, people said,
“This is wonderful.”  There is something life-giving that comes from sharing a simple meal with
others. It was a beautiful evening.

There is life that comes from time shared with family, friends, and fellow parishioners. But
there are other ways in which we also make meaningful connections. We once again used the
“white cloth” to help celebrate our feast day. It is hung across the back window of the
sanctuary. I preached about it in my homily. When I referenced all the names of the deceased
written on it as having a connection to someone in this community, I saw a lot of heads
nodding. A number of parishioners commented how they appreciate all the meaning that
cloth has taken on. Even when our loved ones have gone before us, we can gain great solace
in embracing the memories.  There is also something comforting in knowing that we are not
alone in missing our departed ones. There is strength that comes from sharing in that
common experience.

There is one additional element of connectedness that cannot be ignored. It is when we
remind ourselves that God’s presence is woven deeply into all we do. On our feast day we
were reminded of how we encounter the Lord in the reality of the cross. We are blessed with
so many opportunities to encounter our God. May we always be renewed in life and love
which comes from God.  

(631) 265-2200www.holycrossrc.org
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Tuesday, September 24th............................................................................ RCIA
7:00PM, Fr. Joe Room

SEPTEMBER 28
5:00 PM FR. MICHAEL

SEPTEMBER 29 
8:00 AM FR. MICHAEL

9:30 AM 
FR. MICHAEL

11:30 AM
FR. MICHAEL

CELEBRANTS FOR
 NEXT WEEKEND’S

MASSES 

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

FOR SEPTEMBER 29

 + Numbers 11:25-29
+ James 5:1-6

+ Mark 9:38-43, 45,
47-48

ON THE CALENDAR

Saturday, September 21st........................................ BASKET RAFFLE SALES
5:00PM Mass, Atrium

Sunday, September 22nd.......................................... BASKET RAFFLE SALES
All Masses, Atrium

Visit our website at www.holycrossrc.org
to find out more about the different ministries

we have to offer, how you can be involved,
and when they meet.  

Sunday, September 22nd .................................................................. BAPTISMS 
1:00PM,  Worship Area

Monday, September 23rd ............................................................ THE MYSTICS
2:00PM - 4:00PM, Fr. Joe Room

Monday, September 23rd.............. LEVEL 2 PARENT/STUDENT MEETING 
7:00PM, Atrium, Worship Area

Tuesday, September 24th...............................................................IN STITCHES
10:00AM, Fr. Joe Room

Tuesday, September 24th.............. LEVEL 7 PARENT/STUDENT MEETING
7:00PM, Atrium, Worship Area

Wednesday, September 25th............................................................... SENIORS 
11:30AM - 2:30PM, Atrium  

Wednesday, September 25th..............................GRANDPARENTS’ PRAYER 
2:00PM, Chapel

Thursday, September 26th..................................... WOMEN’S BIBLE CIRCLE
10:00AM, Fr. Joe Room  

Thursday, September 26th.................................... FALL FESTIVAL MEETING
7:00PM, Fr. Joe Room  

Saturday, September 28th........................................ BASKET RAFFLE SALES
5:00PM, Atrium  

Saturday, September 28th.................................................. YCC HOSPITALITY
5:00PM, Atrium after Mass                                            Youth Community Cares  

Sunday, September 29th............................................ BASKET RAFFLE SALES
All Masses, Atrium  

Sunday, September 29th...................................................... YCC HOSPITALITY
9:30 & 11:30AM, Atrium after each Mass                     Youth Community Cares  



Bob Alderdice
Theresa Arzillo

Alejandro Astegiano
Jo Barry

Kathy Barry 
Barbara Bombace

Cole Brennan
Dan Bryan
Ann Callari

Judy Carlson
Hank Champagne
Mary Champagne
William Ciccarelli 

Jason DeLuca
Manuela Diaz 

Ann Egan
Vincent Esposito 

Mon.   John Markel
Tue.    Jeremiah & Elena Bautista (living) 
Wed.  Arthur Anthony Chiusano
Thu.    Anthony Brady

Saturday, September 28, 5 PM Mass
Norma Altieri, Elizabeth Brock,
Vivian Ramos-Pasqual, Elisa Ocampo-Buan

Sunday, September 29, 
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM   People of the Parish
9:30 AM   Anthony DiMichele
11:30 AM  Joanna Tamuccio, Joseph Cloonan,
Ann Catherine Nagosky, Anna Maria Pugliese,
Kenneth Kramer, Alex Martin

 

Upcoming Mass Intentions

Week of Sunday, September 22, 9AM Masses 
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Please pray for those in our parish
who are sick, their families and caregivers

Loretto Narducci
Darin Pitkanen 

Patricia Pitkanen
Carina Ranieri
Rob Remhild 
Liam Richards
Sean Romeo
Elaine Ruane

Casey Schultz 
Kathy Schwinn

John Serri
Barbara Sherry

Celeste Sichenze 
Bill Tanner

Grace Van Epps
Peter Warns

Emma Zeidman
If you would like to have the name of your
loved one listed in our prayers for the sick,

please call 631-265-2200 x122.

Ralph Farino
Yolanda Fattarusso 

Sienna Fricke
Linda Giordano 
Linda Heinrichs

Debbie Jablinowski
Kristen Kennedy

Roberta Lamb
Caroline Lazar

Carol Leahy
Mary Lopez

Gerald Losquadro
Charlotte Lynch

Viola Malek
Jeanne Marie Malley

Olivia Melia

WE PRAY...CELEBRATE...REMEMBER

We thank
the men and women

who serve in our military
for their service.

The  Bread and Wine for the week
of Sept. 21-28 have been

donated in loving memory of
Lillian & Arthur Buckhout

by Jennifer & Charles Miller

Marisa DeHaven & Anthony Tamburro
Christine Gonzalez & Christopher Clinco

Kaitlyn Groves & Kevin O’Hara 

Banns of Marriage



LIVE OUT YOUR BAPTISMAL CALL
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 by Michele Hall

Grandparents

fill the world
with Love

ATTN: GRANDFATHERS & GRANDMOTHERS

If you would like to join with other grandparents to pray for our

grandchildren, support what each other is doing and seek ways we can

lead and guide them, please join us on

Wednesday, September 25th, at 2PM in the Chapel

RSVP by email to Michele Hall at: mhall@holycrossrc.org

Please check out the information from the Diocese regarding training to be a
Eucharistic Minister and Lector on the opposite page. Both ministries are
needed, and it is a wonderful opportunity to deepen your own faith by serving
others.

Briefly, you can choose to serve at the Mass you normally attend. Schedules are
made up in two-month segments. Special times of the year (Christmas, Easter
and Holy days) are not assigned, giving you the opportunity to pick your own
Masses according to your schedule. A few ministry meetings are held during the
year for reflection and support. Specific training to procedures followed here at
Holy Cross will also be provided. The Diocese offers training only twice a year:
fall and spring. So please consider this invitation as we begin the fall season.

If you are thinking about either ministry, EM or Lector, please feel free to
contact Michele Hall at the Parish Office. In addition, you will be asked to speak
with Fr. Michael so a formal letter on your behalf may be sent to the Bishop’s
Office along with registering you for one of the training dates. The second phase
after the Diocesan training will be to complete your contact information and
meet for a simple Holy Cross training before serving the first time.

If you feel a little shy, we also invite you to join our other ministry of being an
Usher and Greeter at Mass. Again, you choose the Mass to assist at. This ministry
is particularly needed at those holiday times in the Church year.

Pray about it, reflect about it, ask questions, speak with others already serving!
We are here to also listen to your concerns and questions.

Have a blessed, prayerful, and joyful week ahead! ~ Michele Hall

LITURGY BYTES



TRAINING OPPORTUNITY



Interested in submitting a recipe, or being a taste testing judge?
Fill out this form, check the appropriate line and return it to the Parish Office by October 1st. 

Name                                                                                           Phone                                      

        Yes!  I will submit my delicious recipe and culinary creation to be entered in the
        Family Fall Festival Taste Testing Contest.
        I agree to submit my recipe by October 1st to the Outreach Office.

        Yes!  I agree to be one of the judges that will fairly determine the winner of the
        Family Fall Festival Taste Testing Contest.

Do you have
       a Favorite Fall Dessert Recipe?

Dessert Contest
Come share your culinary expertise and enter

your selection in our annual taste testing contest to be held
at our Family Fall Festival on October 5th

The winner will be decided at the Family Fall Festival by a panel of volunteer judges.

To enter, the requirements are as follows:
All items must be homemade.
Please prepare enough to serve at least 20 bite size pieces
Include a printed copy of your recipe to be displayed 

We ask that all recipes be submitted
by Tuesday, October 1st

Recipes will be printed and displayed
the day of the judging

(in response to any food allergy concerns)

Family Fall Festival

Come join the fun!

Good luck and Good Baking!

Enter
Our
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FESTIVE FALL FUN
BA

SKET RAFFLE
Lucky winners will be drawn at our

Family Fall Festival
on Saturday, October 5th, at 3PM

Winners do not have to be present to win.

Be part of our 
BIGGEST FUNDRAISER OF THE YEAR!

A wide variety
of themed baskets will

be displayed, and tickets sold
after all the Masses on the

weekends of:
Sept. 21-22 & Sept. 28-29  

Tickets are
3 for $5 or 7 for $10

Try your luck this fall with the

Nifty 50/50 raffle 
Tickets are $10 each.

Jackpot builds as tickets are sold.  
Enter as many times as you wish.

  
How to enter: 

Fill out the tickets to the left
and return it with payment

to the parish office by October 4th.

Additional raffle tickets for purchase can be found
in the parish office, and will be sold up until the

drawing on the day of the festival.   
 

Drawing will be held at the
Family Fall Festival on October 5th, 2024.

 
The winner does not need to be present.
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Return completed raffle with payment
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Return completed raffle with payment
 

Do you like to bake?
We are looking for items that can be

individually wrapped to sell at our Dessert Table
at the Family Fall Festival.

Cookies, Brownies, Muffins,
or Non-iced Cake

that can be cut into individual slices are welcome.

All individually wrapped donated baked
goods are needed at the parish on Friday,

October 4th, between 1 PM and 3 PM

Come share your gift
of baking with us!

Thank you in advance!

If you are able to help,
please call

Carol Johnsen at 631-981-5465



FALL FESTIVALFALL FESTIVAL
October 5 | 10AM - 3PM

Pumpkin Picking 11AM to 2PM 
Sand Art 10AM to 2:30PM 

Face Painting 11AM to 2:30PM
Games for Kids 

Pumpkin Picking 11AM to 2PM 
Sand Art 10AM to 2:30PM 

Face Painting 11AM to 2:30PM
Games for Kids 

Co
me Join the Fun!

Nesconset Fire Department
visits from 11AM - 2PM

 TASTE TESTING CONTEST 2PM

PARISH OF THE HOLY CROSS
95 Nichols Road, Nesconset

Holy Cross Family

RAIN OR
SHINE
RAIN OR
SHINE

50/5050/50

Dessert Table
 

Concession
Stand 

Dessert Table
 

Concession
Stand 

BASKET
RAFFLE

BASKET
RAFFLE
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September 29th, 8:30AM-4:30PM
Contact: Chuck & Maria Reiss (631) 486-8607

chuck.maria.reiss@wwme.org

The Chosen, Season 4
The Chosen is a film series portraying the life of Jesus through the eyes of

those who met him.  Based on the Gospels, this series illustrates the stories
of everyday people and the profound impact Jesus had on their lives.

Join us as we view all eight episodes of Season 4.

Wednesdays, Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, Nov. 6, 13, 20 from 7:00 - 8:45 PM
OR

Thursdays, Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Nov. 7, 14, 21 from 1:30 - 3:15 PM
Each episode is followed by small group discussion.

Participation in Seasons 1-3 is not required for attendance at Season 4.
However, if you haven’t seen any of Seasons 1-3, it would be helpful to download

The Chosen app (for free) to view it and catch up.
Questions?  Call Jude at ext. 116 

Fill in the tear-off below and return it to the Parish Office by Sept. 30th. Please print!

I would like to attend The Chosen          on Wednesday evenings/      on Thursday afternoons.

Name:                                                                                        Phone:                                              
 
Email:                                                                                    

WE GROW IN OUR FAITH

If you would like to purchase an
“At Home with the Word” book for 2025,

please sign up in the hallway by the parish office.
               OR,

Book orders will be placed
at the end of the month

if you are interested, there is also
a sign-up sheet to purchase a

2025 Missalette.

Catechist still needed to teach
one child with Special Needs 

Materials and Training will be provided.

Please contact Jennifer Miller,
Coordinator of Religious Education,

at 631-265-2200, ext 112

Thank you for your help.

Help Wanted
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ALL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PARENTS AND STUDENTS 
 

Please see below the Mandatory Meetings for your grade level.
All books, classwork materials and instructional information will be provided at these meetings.
We ask that you kindly make every effort to attend these Meetings for your grade level.

 

Level 2 and Level 7  – These are both Parent and Student Mandatory Meetings
and specific information will be provided to you, since this is a sacramental year.

We ask that you kindly make every effort for both the Parent and Student to attend. 

 

 
If you have any questions or concerns, please call the Religious Education office at 631-265-2200 Ext. 111

MONDAY
SEPTEMBER 23RD

at 7pm

LEVEL 2
Parent and Student Meeting

 
Worship Area

Religious Education Kick-off Mass Weekend
Saturday, Oct. 5th, at 5pm - Sunday, Oct. 6th, at 11:30am

Come join us for another look at Catholic Mystics!

WE GROW IN OUR FAITH

TUESDAY
SEPTEMBER 24TH

at 7pm

LEVEL 7
Parent and Student Meeting

 
Worship Area

MONDAY
SEPTEMBER 30TH

at 1:30pm OR 7pm

LEVEL 1
Parent Meeting 

Worship Area

All Catechists, please pick up your materials and rosters on the day of the Parent Meeting for your grade level.

More Mystics at Holy Cross 

Please tear off and place in the collection basket or leave at the Parish Office c/o Jane.  Thank you.

Name                                                                                                                                                               

Phone                                                                                                                                                              

Email                                                                                                                                                                

Mystics Course - Semester 3

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Kathleen Reid leads us on the following dates
as we learn about the Mystics: 

MONDAY, SEPT. 23, 2-4PM
Thomas Merton - Part 2 - True Self/False Self

 MONDAY, SEPT. 30, 2-4PM
St. Teresa of Avila

MONDAY, OCT. 7, 2-4PM
Jessica Powers a/k/a Sr. Miriam of the Holy Spirit, O.C.D.

Meetings will take place in the Fr. Joe Room 

This week we look at the Catholic Mystic:

Thomas Merton
Catholic Writer

and Trappist Monk

This is Part 2 -
True Self / False Self 

MONDAY,
September 23rd

2-4PM



Membership in the Catholic Church
Do you know someone who is:

not baptized, but interested in learning about the
Catholic faith?
baptized in another Christian denomination,

              but wishes to explore membership in the Catholic Church?
baptized in the Catholic Church but hasn’t
celebrated the Sacraments of Confirmation and
Eucharist (Holy Communion)?

Then, the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
 is just what they’re looking for!

RCIA is the process through which adults are welcomed
and fully initiated into the Catholic Church.

Our RCIA will be meeting September 24th, so if you know
anyone who might answer “yes” to any of these questions,

or if you are interested yourself, please contact Jude at
jpickel@holycrossrc.org or at (631) 265-2200 x116.

How often do we find ourselves hoping to be thanked for doing a good deed
or recognized for an accomplishment?  Jesus reminds the disciples that
placing a desire for recognition over the desire to serve breeds jeaousy and
selfishness.  Our good deeds and accomplishments must always point to God.  
This takes a lot of effort and daily dedication to turn to God.

Each day, this week, hold in your prayer someone who models service.  How
does this person humbly help others?  How do their actions point to God’s
goodness?  How do they challenge you to a life of service to others?

Consider an issue with which one of your neighbors or somone in your
community struggles.  What is something you can do to assist them and
relieve their burden?  How can you center that act of service on gratitude,
humility, and Jesus’ call to serve? 

Practice of Hope (Excerpt from “At Home with the Word 2024”)

RCIA = OCIA

At the close of the Second Vatican Council,

the RCIA was re-introduced as the means

for adults to join the Catholic Church.

RCIA, or, the Rite of Christian Initiation of

Adults, is a months-long process in which

inquirers learn more about God and about

Catholicism as they journey toward being

received into the Church. In 2021, after a

lengthy study of the RCIA, the United States

Conference of Catholic Bishops approved a

new translation in which the process would

be called OCIA, or, the Order of

Christian Initiation of Adults. Since this

is a more accurate translation of the

original Latin, RCIA will become OCIA

officially on the 1st Sunday of Advent this

year. For all you Catholic trivia buffs, share

the news!

WE GROW IN OUR FAITH
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Women’s Bible Circle meets in the Fr. Joe Room on Thursday, Sept. 26th, at 10AM
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If you are a middle school or high school student looking for community service hours,
please join Youth Community Cares (YCC).  There are currently opportunities available.

Please register for these events to participate. To register, send an email to Angela & Susan at
youthcc@holycrossrc.org and/or join our Remind group rmd.at/ycchc to receive a SignUpGenius link.

COMMUNITY SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES
AFTER MASS HOSPITALITY & FALL FESTIVAL HELP

This weekend at the offertory
we will also be collecting for our

Renovations and Major Repairs fund.

Thank you for your continued support!

Youth
Community
Cares
“Serving our youth
   as our youth serves others”

It is a new program for our parish...
Youth Community Cares (YCC), a program encouraging our youth members who are in
middle school and high school to take an active part in our church community.  The program
offers youth members community service opportunities to engage them in church life, to meet
the people who form our church family, and earn community service hours. 

Next week is the inaugural YCC Hospitality Weekend. Youth volunteers will be present at
Masses on Saturday and Sunday to provide refreshments after Mass. 

If there is a service opportunity you would like to share with us, to involve our youth members, please
contact Angela Wichtendahl and Susan Ribeiro, Coordinators for YCC, at: youthcc@holycrossrc.org

The volunteers of YCC look forward to seeing you the weekend of September 28/29 after Mass!

Have you seen
this logo

around church
recently? 

OUR PARISH COMMUNITY

HOLY CROSS SENIORS
Wednesday

September 25th. 

We are meeting in the atrium

from 11:30AM to 2:30PM 



The Exaltation of the Cross
September 14, 2024




