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CHAPTER OMNE

Bl of Dbl

cup in her hand full of shominetions and filthines:
fornlcation: and wpon her forehead was
MYSTERY, BARYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF
HARLOTE AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTHY
{ Revelation 17:1-6).

When the Bible uses symbolic language, & “womman™ can
symbolize & church, The true church, for exomple, is fikenoed
to B hrlde, & chaste virgin, 8 woman withowt spaot or blemish
[Eph. 5i2T; Bev. 10:7, 8 Bl bn siiking contrast o the
rrue  ghurch, the woman of our text & gpoken of m an

Lo apply Uhis symibaolbEm to o ehuech system, it s cloar thal
oty a defled and fallen chunch could be meant! In big
capital letters, the Hible calls her “MYSTERY BABYLOM.™

When John wrobte the book of Revelntion, Bobvlon—as
a city—had presdy been destrowed and left in ralns, &5 the
Ol Testamenl propbets hsd forediold {lsatoh 13:11%22; Jer.
51-52), But though the cily of Babylon was destroyed,
religious concepts and eustome that criginsted in Babylon
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continued on and were well repressniled in many nations
of the workd, Just what was (he religion of ancint Babylon?
How did it 21l begin® What siimificance does bt hold in mod-
ern times? How does it all tie in with whal John wrobs in the
book of Rowelation?

Tumning the puges of time back Lo the period shoridy after
the flosd, men began (o mdgrats from the empd, “and i cane
Lo pass, o6 they joumeved from the enst, that they foand
& plain in the land of Shinsr; and they dwelt there” {Ceen.
11:2h Ti was in this Innd of Shinar thet the city of Babylon
was bailt amd this band becune koown as Bobylonin or |stes
m Mesapotamia,

Here the Euphrates and Tigrns dvess had bailt up dch de-
pogits of earth that could produce crops in abundance, But
there were certaln problems the people faced. For one thing,
the land wis ewermun with wild awimaly which were a =on-
sant [hreat o the safety and pesce of the inhabitants (of.
Exodus 23:2%00). Obviously mmyome whoe conld mecess-
fully provide protection from thede wild beasls would receive
greal seclabm from the people,

I was at this polnt that & lange, powerfilly bailt man by
the name of Mimrod appeored on the soene. Ho becama
famous 2% & mighty hunter agninst the wild snimals. The
Hihbe fells us: =And Cush begat Nimrod: he began o be o
mighty one in the earth, He was g mighty HUNTER before
the Lord! whersfore it §e adld, Even s Mimrod the mighty
hunter before the Lasd™ (Cen T028.9).

Apparently Nimrod's success & 8 mighty hunter cased
him to become fmous among those primitive people. He
becami “s mighty one™ In the esrth=—a fwmous leader in
wordly affairs. Guining (his prestige, he devised s bedter
means of protection, Instead of constantly fighting the wild
bensts, why nob orgsnize the people inio cities and surround
them with walls of profection? Then, why not ongmizo
ihese citled inko & Gingdom ¢ Evidently this wns the thinking
of Mimrod, for the Bible telln us that be onganised such a
kingdom, “And the beginning of his KINGDOM was Babel,
prd Ernch, and Aceod, snd Caleh, in the land of Shinar”
{Gen.10710). The kingdom of Nimrod is the st mentioned
in-the Bible.

Whatsver advances may hove heen madde hy Nimrod sould
liawe beon well ond good, ot Nimrod was an ungodiy ruler.



The name Nimrod comes from mrorod and means, *he rebai
ledk* The expressbon that he was o mighily one “before the
Lord" can carry & hostlle meaning-—the word “bhefors™
being sorselimes used o8 mesnming “agoinst” the Lord.'
The Jewizh Emcyclopedie snys thot Nimrod woe “he whio
made all the people rebellious against God.™

The fnoted historan Josephus wrote: “Now i wes Nimeod
whoy excited them to such an affvont nod conpempl of
God . He also graduplly changed the govemment o bye-
mnny, sewing no othor way of tuming men from the fear of
God...the multitudes were very peady lo follow the deter
mination of Nimrod..and they bullt a bower, neiiler sparing
mny pains, nor being in any degree negligent sboub the
work: and, by pesson of the miléitude of hands employed
in It, It grew very high. The place whersin they built the
tower is now called Babylon, ™2

Basing his conclusions on information thot hoa come down
to us in history, legend, and mythology, Alexander lli:llnp
hss written in detail of how HRohylonisn religion developed
wround brmditions conceming Nimrod, his wile Semiramis,
and ber child Tommuz,! When Nimrod died, seeording o the
old stories, ks body was cul ke pleces, bumt, snd =t Lo
various areas. Similsr practices are mentloned even in tho
Bible (Judges T9:206; 1 Sam. 11:7) Fu].lnl'n'lug hhd-aath
which was greatly mourned by
the people of Rabylon, his
wify Bemirmmis claimed he was
now the am-god, Loter, whon
she gave hirth io a son, she
claimed that her son, 'Tammuz
by name, wes thelr ero Nim-
md rebom. (The acoomps-
mping cul showe the way Tam.
miuk came o be mepresented in
classical - ari.} The mother of
Tnmmuz had probably heard
the prophecy of the coming
Messiah o be bom of 8 wom-
an, for this truth wes known
from the sarliect times |Gen.
d4:156). Shet clobmed her som i
wis supermpturadly conceived Tammuz
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gnd that ke was the promised seed, the “savior,™ In the reli-
pon that doveloped, however, not only was the child wor-
shipped, but the mether wns worshipged also!

Much of the Babyloninn womship was cartied on through
mysterious- grmbol—it was o “mystery™ religion. The gold-
en culf, for example, wos a symbol of Tammug, son of the
gungod. Since Nivred was bolioved to he the sun-god or
Baal, fire was consbdered 33 his -earthly ropresentation. Thus,
a5 wo gholl see, condies mnd ritual fres wepo fighted in hin
honor. In other formms, Mimeod was symbolized by sun
images, fish, trecs, pillars, and ankmals

Centuries kaber, Paul gave a descrplion which perfectly
fite the course that the people of Babylon followed: “When
they know God, they glorified him nol es Godo b be
cume vidn in thelr imaginatione, and thelr foolish heart was
dorkeped, Professing themselves o be wise, they boecama
fools, and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into
an [MACE maide lks to corrupiibls man, md to birds, and
foarfooted beasts, ond creeping things. ey changed e
iruth of God imto. 8 lie, and womhipped and sorved the
CREATURE  more than the CHEATOR. for this case
God gave thiem up unto vile affections,” {Rom. 1:11-28).

This system af idolatry spremd from Babylon to tee do-
Howg, Tox B wan from this lecation that men ware seatbered
ovor the face of the earth (Gen11:8). As they went from
Babylon, they ek their warship of the mother and child,
and the various mystery symbols with them. Herodotus, the
world travelor und hislorinn of anitguity, witiessed the mys-
fery religion and s rites in mumaroos countries abd mentons
how Babylon was the primeval source from which off systems
of idolatry Aowed. Bussetn says that the roligious system of
Egypt was derived from Asts and “the primitive empire in
Bohel.® In hiz noted work Nimevel ond 00 Kemaing, Layard
declares that we have the uniied testimony of saered and pro-
fane history that idolstry origineted in e aren of Bsbylonia
—ihe mooir s ciend of roligious syeiems. All of these historian:
were quoted by Hislop.®

¥When Home became s world emgire, it is o known fet g
e sssimilabed into hor system tho gods and religions from
the varous pagan countries over which sbe ruled® Bince
Babylon was the source of the paganism of these countries,
we can see lhow the early religion  of pagan Rome was but the
Babylonish worship that had developed into various fonms and
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under differeni names in the couniries to which it had gona,

Bearing this ln mind, we nothee that it was during this time
=when Romes moled the world—that the irur sasior, Jesos
Christ, was bom, Hved smong men, died, and ross again, He
mcended nlo heaven, s=nl back the Holy Spidy, and the New
Testameni church wes establisived in Uy sarth. What glorioas
doys! One only has to rend the book of Acle lo see how
much (God blessed his people in those days. Multitudes wers
added to the church-—the true charch, Gresl signs snd won-
&nmpﬂimmdpﬂndcuﬂﬁmudhhimdh‘]lhﬁgnl
following. True Christisnity, anointed by the Holy Spirl,
swept the world like a preine fire, It encircled the mounixins
nnd crossed the oceans, It made kings to tremble and tyranis
piv femr. Ii wae ssid of those sarly Christinne Ehet they had
turned the world apside down [—so powerfol was their mes-
sage and spirit.

Before loo many yvears had passed, bowover, man begun
to sel Uhemselves up as “losdi” over Gods people lb place
of the Holy Spirit. Inctead of conguering by spiritnsl means
pnd by truih—ss i the ewsly daysr—men began bo substl
tute riveir ideas and rhelr methods. Altemipis 10 mempge pagan-
iEm into Chrsttenity were being made even in the doys
when our New ‘Testament was being writton, for Faul men-
tooed that the “mypicrr of inbguity™ wae slready st work,
worted (hat there would come a “falling awsy” snd some
woulld “depart feom the fxith, giving heed Lo seducing spir s
and doctrines of devils™—ihe counterfeli docirnes of the
papgans (2 Thess 2:3, T; 1 Tim, 4:2). By the dme that Jude
wrole the book thal bears Ris name,
il wa necesiary for hdim to exhon
the people to “eamesily contend
For the nith that was ONCE deliv-
ered unin Lhe lﬁnh", for eerimin
men had crept in who were ats
tempting o subatitote  things
that were no part of the orignasl
fuith (Jude 1:3, 4).

Christionity came face to face
with the Babylonian pagenism in
it varous forms thel had besn
established in the Roman Empliee. | t
The eardy Chrinlisns refused to have  Christiens marryred.




anything to do with ki customs and belbels, Moch prrsecu-
thon resulied, Mony Christians were falsely pocused, thrown
to the lions, bumed st the stake, and in other ways bortured
and martyred,

Then grent chanpes bognn to he made. The smperor of
Rome professed conversion to Christianity. Imperal orders
wend forth throughout the empine that persecutions should
cense. Bishops weee given high honors, The church began to
roceive worldly recognition and power, But for oll of this, a
grest price had Lo be paid! Many compromisss were made
with paganism, Instead of the church being separate from the
world, it becamas o port of this woild system, The smpetar
showing favor, demanded o place of leadembip in the church;
for in papniso, emperors. were believed to be gods, From
here on, wholesale miviures  of paganism into Chrstlanity
were made, especislly ol Home, We believe the pages whicl
follow prove it was this mixrure thel produced that syntem
which is Jmown todsy as the Roman Catholic church, We do
ool doald that there are many fine, sincere, and devout Cath-
olics, 1§ s nat our intention Lo treal lightly or to ridieile aoy-
one whose helisfs we may here disagree with, Instead, we
would hope that this book would inspire peopls —regardbes
of thelr ehurel sffifistion —to forsake Bsbylonish docliines
and concepls and seok s relumn ko the faith thek was deee
deliverod unio the saknis.
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CHAPTER TWO

maﬂger anJ CZJJ Wm-di’ufr

OF THE MOST cutstanding oxnmiples of how

lonian paganism his contimued to our day may
be seen b the way the lomish church invented Mary worship
to replace the ancient worship of the mother goddess,

The story of the mother and ehild wai widaly Enswn m an-
cient Babylon and developed ko
an established worship, Numeroas
monumenis of Babylon show the
goddess mother Eemimmis with her
child Tammuz in her arms.! When
the people of Babylon were scat-
tored Lo the varions ports of the
enrth, they earded the worship of
the divine mother and her child
with them. This explains why
many natons worshipped a mother
md child—in one form or wnoth-
er—centuries before the true savior,
Jesus Cheisl, was bom into this
wordd! In the various cotnbriss
whevs this worship spread, the
mother and child were called by
different names, for, we will recall,
language wa confused at Babsel.

The Chimese had o mialher @od-
dess called Shingmos or the “Holy Mother.™ She llPJ-l!I.‘I.II.‘Pd
with child in arms and mys of glory aroand her besd.

The ancieni Cemmans womshipped the vicgin Horths with
child in arma. The Soundinavinns called ber Crisa wisn was aleo
pletnrsd withh o child, The Etruscans called her Mutra, and
ameong the Deddds the Virgo-Patitum was womshipped ps the
“Mother of God." In India. she was known s Indmni, who
wai abso represended witlh child in arms, o8 shown in the ae-
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companying Msstration,

The moiher goddess
was known as Aphodile
or Ceres in the Groeks;
Mann, o the Sumeriins;
and a: Venus or Fortuna
to hor devotees in the
alden days of Home, and
ber child as Jupiter.* The
accompanying  (flustrs-
tion helow shows the
mother snd child as De-
vakl wmd Crishna, For
nges, led, the *Oroai
Goddesa™ and her child
Inwarn, have beesn wak-
shipped in Iodin whess
tomplos wore erected for
thedr worship,

the viegin queen of heaven,
who bom fruit although
she never eonceived, '

When the chiddmen of
Isrnel [ell inbo spostasy,
they too wore defiled with
this mother goddess wor.
shig. As we poad In Judges
2:13: “They lorook the
Lavrd, nnd served Hanl and
Ashtaroth,” Ashiaroth or
Ashioreth wae the name
by which the goddess was known o the children of Tsrael. It
is pitiful to think thai those who hod kmown the truge God
would depart from him and wonhip the heathen mother. Yet
this is exactly what they did repeatedly (Judges 10:6; 1 Sum,
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T:8, 47 12:10: 1 Kings 11:5; 2 Kings 23:1 3} One af the Hilbes
by which the goddes was lmosn smong them was the
gqueen of heaven"™ (Jerominh £4:17-1%9), The prophet Jere-
mioh rebiked them for womhipping hor, bul (hey rebelled
agninst his waning.

In Ephesws, the great mother was known as THana Tha
templs dedicated Lo her in thal city was ons of the ssten
wonders of the ancieni world! Not only ai Ephesus, bt
throughout all Asia and the world was the goddess womhip-
ped (Acts 19:27).

In Egypl, the mother was
knovwn ag s and her ehild as
Horus, It s very common for
the rellgiou: monumenls of
Egypt to show the infani
Homis seated on the lap of
his mother,

This falee worship, having
spread from Babylon bo the
varlous nations, i differeni
names and forms, fnally bee
cumip eatablishod at Rome and
throaghout the Roman Em-
pire. Saye o noted wriler cone
cermning this period: “The war-
ship of the Groat Mother, .
Wl very  popuier ander the
Roman Empire. Inscrigtions
prove  that the two (lhe ' d
mother and the child] moeived e
divine honor._not ooly n
flaly pvd especially at Rome,
hul-llnh:tthwnmputhuhrlr in Africa, Spain, Porta-
gnl, Franee, Germany, and Bulgaris,™®

It was during this pedod when the wombip of the divine
mother was very prominent thal the savor, Jesis Christ,
fosinded the rue New Testamant church, Whal a glodoos
church it wes in those early days! By the thind and fourth
centuries, however, what was known as the “chunch™ hod in
many ways departed from the original faith, falling into the
apostany about which the sposiles had wamed, When this
“falling awny" came, much pognnsm was mixed with Chris.
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tinnity, Unconverted pagens were taken inin the professing
church and in numerous instances were. allowed fo conkinae
many of thelr pagan rites and cestoms—usunlly with o few
reservations or changes to make their beliefs appear morn
nimilar Lo Christian doctrine,

Ome of the besl examples of such a carry-over from pagan-
lsm may be seon in the woy the professing church aflowed
the worship of the grost mother fo continue—only in &
slightly different form and with o new nome! You see, muny
poguns had besn drawn (o Christianily, bul so sirong was
their adorntion for the mother poddess, they did not want Lo
forsake her, Compromising chiirch leaders ssw that il they
could find some similerity in Christianity with the worship
of the mother goddess, they could greaily incnease their mam-
bers, But who coold replace the great mother of pagnnism?
O course, Mary, the mother of Jesus, was the most logical
person for hem Lo choose. Why, then, coukdn’t they allow
the people (o continue their prayers pod devodlon 1o 8 moth-
er goddess, only call her by the name of Mary instead of the
formey names by which she was known? Appoarontly this wae
iho ressoning employed, for this i exactly what happened!
Litdle by litthe, the worship that had been pssociated with the
pagan mother was transfecred (o Mary.

But Mary worship wos no gard of the onginol Christian
faith. It s evident that Mary, the mother of Jesus, was & fine,
dedicated, snd godly womun—especially chosen to bear the
hody of our svior—yel none of the aposties or Jesus himself
ever hinted st the bdea of Mary worship. As The Eincyelo-
pedio Hritannicn states, durng the firsi centurics of the
chigreh, no emphasis was placed upon Mary whatsoever.”
Thin point is pdmitted by The Corholic Ewcpologpedii nksn:
“Devobion o Our Blessed Lady inits ultimate snolysls mist
e regarded s o practical application of the doctrne of the
Communion of Suints, Secing thai this doctrine is not con-
tained, ob lesst explicity, in the eartier forms of the Apos
fes” Creed, thers . porhaps no ground for surprise iC we do
ot meot with any clesr traces of the coltus of the Biessed
Viegn iw phe firee Christlany ceatiories,” e worship of Mary
teeing a later developement.®

It was not until the time of Constantine—the eardy part of
the fourth century—thot suyons began to look to Mary as a
goddess. Even at this peried, such womlidp was frowned upon
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by the chireh, as is evldent by the wonds of Epipbanias {d,
A3 ) who denounced cerinin ones of Troce, Ambia, and slee
where, lor wosshipghing Mary a8 & goddess und offering cakes
al her shrine, She dhowld be held in honor, he sald, *but lst
no one adore Mary."® Yab, within just o few more years,
Mary worship was not anly condaned by what is known to-
day &8 the Catholic Charch, it becams an officiai dootrine st
the Councll of Epheasus in 4311

AL Epkenrn? 1 was in this tity thot Dmnn had been wor-
akijpped an the goddess of virginity and motherhood from pri-
mitive times!'? She was said bo represent the generntive pows
ore of noture and so was
pictured with sy
breasts, A bowershaped
aown, a symbal of the
towor of Babel, sdormed
her hesd.

When bellefs are held
by a people for ceniu-
e, they mre not oasily
forsaken, S0 church jead-
ers mi Ephesus—as the
falling wway came—also
reasoned that i peopls
wirilld be pllowed to
hold their ldeas about a
mother goddess, i this
could be mived into
Christlanity @ond  the
name Mary substitued,
they could galn more
corverts. But this wm
not Grod's method, When
Paul had come to Ephe-
ez in eardler davs, no
compromise  was  maide
with paganism. Peophs
were rruly comerted snd
destroyed their idoks of
e goddess (Acts 19224
27}, How tmagic thai the
church @t Ephesus in

Diang of Epherus
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later conturies compromised and adepied § form of mother
goddess worship, the Council of Ephesus finally making it an
afficial doctrine! The pagan influence in this declbon seema
npparent,

A further indication thal Mary worship developesd out of
ihe old womhip of the mother goddess, may be seen in the
gitley that are ascribed do her. Mory is often called “The Ma-
donna* According to Hislop, this expression la the transln-
thon af ape of the titles by which the Fabyloninn goddess wos
known, In delfied form, Nimrod came o be known ns Baal
The title of his wife, the female divinity, would be the egui
valent of Basltl, In Enghish, this word iheanis, “My Lody™:
In Latin, “Mes Diomina', and in Iialian, it is cormpled mto
the well-known “Madonmna™ "

Among the Phoenicians, the mother goddess waa known
15 “The Lady of tha So0™' ¥ and even this title s applied to
Mary—thosigh there |8 no conmection beiween Marny and the
it

The scriptuces make | pluin that there i one medinior
betwoon God and men, e man Chrlst Jesue (1 Tim. 2:5).
Yot Roman Citholicim teaches that Mary s slio 8 “media-
tor.” Pravers to her form & very important part of Catholic
worship, There & no seriplural basis for this idea, yeb this
concept was not foreign to the wdeas lnked with the mother
podidess. She bore s one of her nomes “Mylitea®, that is
“The Mediainx® or medintor,

Mary is ofien called “the quesn of hegven” Hut Mary,
the mother of Jesuis, & rof e guest of beavern. “The queen
of heaven™ wes & title of the mother goddess thatl was wor-
shipped centuries before Mary was ever bom, Clear back in
the days of Jeremish, the people were worshipping "ihe
queen of hopven™ and practicing rites that were sacrod to hor.
As we pead in Jeremioh 7:E8-20: “The children paiher wiood,
engd the fathers kindle the fire, gnd lhe women owssd their
dough, o make cakes to the gqueen of heaven.”

Ome of ihe titlea by which Isis was known was the “mother
of God,” Later this same title was spplied o Mary by the
theologians of Alexandris. Mary was, of course, the mother
of Jesus, but only in the senso of his human aatuire, bis ho-
manity. The anginal meaning of “mother of God™ wenl be-
yond this; il altached a glovfled posiiion to the MOTHER,
and In much the ssme way, Roman Catholice hive been
baught o think of Mary!
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S5 firmby written in the paganistic mind wes the image of
ihe mother goddes with child in her arme, when the days of
the falling away came, according to one writer, “the nncieni
pﬁdt#ﬁﬂhﬂﬂﬂuﬂmdﬂﬂﬂ&wmﬂm
not soly in popular opinion, but by formal episc aanc-
tion, as the portrait of the Virgin and her child,""? Repre-
sentations of lsls and her child were often enclosed in o
framework of fowers, This practice too was applbed to Mary,
is those who have sbudied Mediewval art well know.

Astarte, the Phoenicinn goddess of fer-
bility, was pssocisted with the crescend
moon, 08 seen on gnoold medal

The Egypilan goddess of fertilily,

[sis, was represented as standing on the

grescedl mposn with st surrounding

her head. ' In Roman Cathalic chinches

all over Europs may b seen piciires of

Mary exacily the same way! The acoom- Asrarte
panying illustration below (s seen in Catholic eatechism
booklets] pictures Muory with Dwelve stam circling her head
andd the eresceni moon under her feel!

In numerous ways, leaders of the alling away altempied to
make Mary sppear similer to the goddess of paganiem and
exiali her o & divine
plane. Even a5 the
pagans hod statues of
the poddess, so siat-
uss  were mads of
Minry.” It @ sakd
that in some cases,
e pEry  Faid gtatues
thind had been worship-
pod e Txin (with her
child) were simpdy
renamed & Mary and
the Christ  child,
‘“When Chostanity tr-
umphed™, says ooe
writer, “these paint-
imgs anad fijuures
became those of the
modonna and  chikd
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without amy break in continuity: no archeeologist, m fact,
can mow fell whethes some of ‘these objects represent the
ape of the othar."™""

Many of these renamed fgurs were crosmnd and adomed
with jewels—in exacily the same way a0 the mages of the
Hindu and Egyplinns virgina, Bul Mary, the mother of Jesus,
was not deh (Luke 2:24; Lev, 12:8). From where, iben, did
these jowels snd crowns come that are seen on these statues

mupposedly of her?

By sompromBes—some very obvious, others more hidden—
e wonmblp of he anclent moller was conbinued within the
“church” of the falling away, mixed in, with the name of
Mary being substituted in place of the older namas.



CHAPTER THREE
m w:::-jg 1
ary ip

I'?}‘ ERHAFS THE MOST outstanding proc! that Mary
J BN worship developod out of the old worship of the pa-
gan mother goaddess may be seen from the feet that in pagnn
religion, the mother was worshipped as much (o mone) than
her son! This provides an ouistanding clue Lo help us solw
the mystery of Babylon today] True Chrstianily teaches Uuat
the Lord Jesue—and HE alone—is the way, the truth, and the
life: thst enly HE can forgive sing thel only HE, of sll earth's
creatures, g ever lived o life that wes never stained with sin;
pnd HE is to be womhipped=never hiv morher, Bul Homsn
Catholicism—showing the influence that paganism has had o
itz development—in many ways exalts the MOTHER also,

One can travel the world over, and whether in o massive
cathedral or in o village chopel, the sintie of Mary will oocu-
py & prominenl positban. In reciting the Rosary, the “Hail
Mary™ ks repeated nine times a8 often as the “Lord's Prayer,”
Catholics aro taught thot the reason for proying bo Mary is
that she can take the petition to her son, Jemis; and sioce dhe
i his mother, he will answer the request for her sake, The
inference in that Mary is more compasslonate, understanding,
und merciful than her son Jesus. Certainly this i contrary
to the seriptures! Yet this ides has often boen repested in
Catholic wribings.

One noted Homan Catholic wriler, Alphonsus Ligoor,
wrobe at length telling how much more effectusl payers are
that are addressed to Mary rather than to Christ. Liguod,
incidently, was canonlzed as a “saint™ by Pope Gregory X1V
in 1839 and wis declared a “doctor™ of the Catlolie church
by Pope Muas IX. In one portion of his writings, e described
an lmaginary seans in which & sinful mon aaw two lndden
hanging from heaven. Mary wes ot the top of one; Jesus at
the lop of the other, When the sinner toed o climb the one
ladder, ha saw the angry face of Christ and fell defeated. But
when he climbed Mare 'y laddor, he asconded easily and was
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Virgin, she will only have Lo
Hml

gove him: mack" and his wrath will ||
be immedintely appesssd!?? Such -'
reasoning B in direcl confict with o

w seriptural exampie, “Blessed is Use i Hiecsnd Virgin, ﬁ:‘:
womb that hore thee', s woman g woodenr ([ d%3)

gald to JFesus,“and the pops thal

thioa has sucked!” Bui Jesus answered, * Yen, mather blessed
are trey that hear the word of God pnd keep it™ [Lk. 11:27,
2HL

Such idess aboul the bressin, on the other hand, wero nob
Toreign mm-muuppuuulmepwnnlhugudﬂm

many s o huncdeoed breasis!

Further atiempis o comli Moy fo a3 glodfied positon
within Catholiclsm may be seon in the dootrine of the
“immartulile concepiion.” This doctrine was prooounced and
defimed by Tius 1X i 1864—that the Blesed Viegin Bary



would not sppear inferlor to thoso of the mother goddess, it
wan necessary bo tesch that Mary's ontranes into this workd
involved & supematuml slement alss!

Is the doctrine that Mary was bom without the stain of
original sin scriplural? We will snswer this in the words of
The Carholic Eacyelopedia ikgaif: “No diect or categorical
and siringent proof of the dogmn can be brooght Torward
trom  Scriprure. " Tt is pointed out, mather, thal these ideas
were o gradual developement within the church.*

Right here il should be exploined that this is & basie, per-
hape rhe hogie, differonoe between the Homan Cathobic
approach Lo Christiamity and the general Protestand view. The
Roman Catholic charch, s It sckoowledges, hos long grown
“ﬂmmdlﬂimﬂh‘hﬂﬂtﬂﬂm
handed down by church fathers over e centuries, even
betlefs brought over from paganism if they could be "Chids-
tinnized” and also the scripfures, Copcepts from all of these
mhmlhmﬂ:hilndluﬂrﬂl&ﬂﬂﬂdﬂ:lﬂﬁbﬂ.ﬂlﬂb‘lﬂ
become dogmas at waricus church councils, On the other
hand, the view which the Protestant Reformation soughl o
revive was o retumn (o the sctusl seriprures a5 o more soured
basis for doctdne, with liithe or no omphatis on the idoas
that developed in later ceniuries.

Ging, right bo the scriptures, nod ondy s any prool for the
ldea of the immaculats conception of Mary lacking, there s
evidenee o the contrary. While she wes g chosen vesse] of
the Lo, was a godly and victuoos woman —a virgn— she
wns an much 3 human o any other member of Adom's
famnily. “* All have sinned snd come short of the glory of God™
{Ram. 3:23), the only exception being Jesus Christ himsslf,
Like everyone else, Mary necded o savior and plainly acbmit-
ted this when she sabd: *And my spint hiath rejoiced &n Goad
my SAVIORY (L. 1:47).

If Mary needsd a savior, she was not o savior herself, If
dbe nesded o savior, then she needsd Lo b saved, forgiven,
and redecmied —even s othern, The fact s, our Losd%S clivd-
nity did not depond on hin mother being saite Lype of
exalied, divine person. Instesd, he was divine becawse he wos
the only bepotien on of Ged. His divinkty came from his
heovenly Fother,

The idas that Mary was superior o ather hiuman beings was
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mot the lesching of Jesus, Omes someons mentiooed his
mother and  brethren. Jesus mked, “Who i my molher?
andd who are my brethren?™ Then, stretching forth his hand
toward his disciples, said, "Bebold my mother and my breth-
renn! For WHOSOEVER shall do the will of my Foller whbel
B in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, ond MOTH-
ER* (Mati, 12:46-50). Felaly enough, anyone who doss
the will of God i, in a definiie sense, on the sume level with
Muary.

Each day Catholics the world over recile the Hail Mary,
the Rosary, the Angelas, the Litanies of the Blessed Virgin,
and othem. Multiplying the number of these prayers, times
the pumber of Cotholies who recite them each day, some-
one his sstimsled thet Mary would hove to listen to 46,206
potitions a second! Obviously no one bt God himself coald
do this. Neyerthelsss, Catholics belbeve that Mary hears sl
of these prayers; and so, of necessity, they have had to sxalt
her Lo the divine level —scriptural or not!

Abtempting to justify the woy Mary hss been exalted, some
have quoded the words of Gabriel to Mary, “ Blessed art thou
among wormen™ (Lk, 1:28). But Mary being “blessed among
women”™ cannnt make her o divine person, for many ceniunes
before this, o similor blessing was pronounced upon Jasl, of
whom it was spid: “Blessed above women shall Jaesl the wife
af Haher the Kenite ba ., "{Judges 5:24).

Before Penbecost, Mary puthered with the other disciples
waiting for the promise of the Holy Spirit. We reed i the
aposties “all continued with one accord In prayer and sappli
cation, with the women, and Mary the mother af Jesas, anid
his hrethren® [ Acts 1:14). Tvpical of Catholio idess concem-




ing Mary, the ilustration (= seen n the O ffciol Bafrimore
Cagechizm® ) attemprts to give to Mary o cenrral position, But
as all studenis of the Bibde know, the disciples were not look-
ng to Mery on thai ocomsion, They were looking Lo thetr
resurrected and ascended CHERIST to ouipour on them the
gift of the Holy Spiri We notice alao in the dmwing that he
Holy Spirt (s & dove) B seen hovering over her! Yet, as far
= the seripturnl sccount & concemed, the only one apon
whom the Spirt == 8 dove descended was fe sy inpelf —nol
his mother! On the other hand, the pagan wirgin godidess
mdwﬂ:nnniuulnlhn'llnﬂturrpmﬂuimth‘lﬂtldm
omn hor hend, = was also Astorte, Cybels, and [gist8

Further aitempis (o glorify Mary may be seen in the Ho-
man Catholic doctrine of the perpeued virgiairy, This is the
teaching that Mary resabned a viggin Biraughout her §ife. Bol
as The Encyclopedia Brirannica explaing, the doctrine of the
perpatnl virgindty of Mary waa nob taight untll about three
hmd"d?tﬂ-frrrﬁemﬂmnf&ﬂmnmmlmﬂ
the Coaineil of Chalcedon i 451 that thés fabulouws guality
gained the officisl recognition of Roma.”

Agcording to the sédpiures, Ure birth of Jesus was the re-
mlt of n mepernature! cosccpiion {Matd, ]:33], withoul an
carthly father. Bui affer Jesue wae bom, Mary gave hirth (o
piher children —the setural offspring of her union with Jo-
peph, her husband, Jesus wes Mary®s “frorborn ™ son | Maid, 1:
25); it doos not say be wos her only child, Jesus being her
fimthorn child could esrininly infer that later she had o
second-bom child, posibly & third-borm child, ete. That such
wia the case seems apparent, for the nsmes of four brothers
mre mantioned: J-m-,lnm.ﬁn.nn.,pndh:lp[.ﬂlﬂ_lﬂl
55). Basters are also mentioned, The people of Nezameth smid:
= .., and his sisters, are they not o with ws?™ (verse B4).
The word “Eisten & plurnl, of coame, so we know thal Jesas
had st lesst fwo sibers and probobly more, for this seoe
apeaks of “all” his sstors. Usually if we are referring to only
two people, we would sy “both™ 'of them, oot “all"of them.
The implication & that at least three sisdems are referred bo,
If wo figure three sisiers and four brothors, half-brothems
and half-sisters of Jeses, this would make Mary the mother
of eight children.

The scriphures sxy: “Joscph . . . knew her nob ol she hod
broughi forth her fstbom son: and he calied his nome
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JESUS® (Mait, 1:25) Joseph “knew her not™ antdl after
Jesius wos bom, but after that, Mary and doseph dld come
together o husband and wife and children were bom o
them, The iden thai Joseph kept Mary as a virgin all of her
Iife is elensly anscriptural,

During the tmes of the falling away, a5 taohigli Lo misoe
clossly [dentify Mary with the mother goddess,; some taught
that Mary®s body néver saw cormmption, that she bedily
sscended inta hegves, snd 8 now the “queen of heaven,™
It wos not unlil this present century, however, that the doc-
trine of the “sssumption™ of Mary was officially proclaimed
ns o docirine of the Homon Catholie church, It wes in 1851
that Poge Pins X1 proclamed that Mary's body saw no cor
ruption, but was taken to heaven,?

The words of 88 Barnned
i wp the Raman Catholle
posmition: *0n the third day
after Mary's death, when
the  oposies  gothered
around her tamb, they | §
found it empty. The sacred
body had been camied gp
o the Celestinl Parpdise.,
the grave had no power over
one who wa immeculste..
Bul it was pol enodgh that |
Mory should be received
inte heaven. BhHe was lo be
ey ordinary citizen,..
ghe had a dgnity beyond o
the reach even of the @
highest of the nrohangels, =
Mary was to be crowned &)
Gueen of Heavens by dhe | o0
cternnl Father: she was t-u-l
have o throne at her Son +I
rght hand...Now day by S -
day, hour by hour, she is .J.I.mmpr.lun af Mary
proying for us, ohinining graces for us, preserving s from
danger, shielding vs from lempiation, showering down bles
slngs upsEan W™

All of Uaese ideas aboul Mary are linked with the beliel tuat
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ghe bodily ascended Into heaven. Bul the Bible says ahso-
lutely mothing aboul the sssimption of Mory, To the con:
trary, Jobn 3:13 says: “No man hath ascended up Lo heaven,
bat he that came down from Besven, sven the Son of man
which is in hoaven"™ —dlesus Christ himself. HE i the one thst
s ab God's right band, HE is the one that is our mediator,
HE is the ope thal showers down blessings dpon is —nob s
miother!

Closaly connectod with the idea of praying to Mary s an
instrument called the rosary. 1§ comists of a chain with ff-
teen sots of emall beads, each sof marked off by one lorge
hopdd, The ends of this chain are joined by 8 medol beanng
the imprint of Moy, From this hangs o short chals at the end
of which is o crucifix, The beads on the roaary are for count-
ing prayers —peayers that sro repoated over and over. Though
this Instrument s widely used within the Roman Catholic
church, [ §s éleardy not of Chelstian origin, 18 hes been Enown
in many countoes,

The Carkolic Ercprlopedis saye, “In almost all countries,
then, we meel wilh something in the natore of prayer.
countom or rosary-besds.” L goss on Lo cite o numbee of
examples, inchuding o sculpture of anclent Nioeveh, men-
tioned by Lavard, of two winged fomales praying before a
sacred tree, each holding o resary. For senturies, smony the
Mohammedans, n besd-sbring consisting of 33, 66, or 99
h-hemumdfwmmﬂnllhnmmﬂn!ﬁﬂﬂh!ﬂ'm
e thirteenth century, was surprised lo find the
Makabar wilig o roeary of precious stones to eount
ors. AL Francis Xavier and his companions weme
gatonished (o see that rosaries were universally famil-
tﬂihuhrddhhual-ﬁpm.'

Among Uhe Phosnbelans s cirele of beads mesombling o
mmdhth:wwﬂpu!.hhﬂu the mother goid-
sbout 800 B. C."® This rosary i seen on some early
cenlelan colns. The Beahmpns have from eardy thoes tsed

with tens and hundreds of beads, The worhippems

i

Ly
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Vishmu give their childrm rosaries of 108 bends. A simi-
rosary I8 used by millions of Boddhists in Indin and Ti-

The womshipper of Sive uses a rosary upon which ha
repeats, If possible, sl the 1 (08 names of his god.’

Beads for the counting of proyers were known I8 Asidlbo
the purpose, sccording to Hislog, for

oo e staiue of Disna, He also points
ithot in Rome, cortnin necklsces worn by women wers
far counting or remembering prayers, the monile, menning
remembmncer, " ¥

The moat often repealed prayer and the main prayer of the
rosary is the "Hail Mary" which & o follows: “Hadl Mary,
full of grace, the Lord is with thee; Blesed arf thou among
women, and besed & the fruit of thy womb, Jesus, Holy
Mary, Mother of Cod, pray for we slnmers; now ond ot the
hour of desth. Amesn ™ The Crtholle Facpelopedie sy,
"']m‘pshtunurnnhlnentlhtﬂluﬂur;ﬂmlﬂjlhd
devotional formuls before about 1060."'? The complete
rosary involves repeating the Hadl Mary 53 times, the Lord's
prayer 6 times, § Mystedes, 5 Medltations on the Mystories,
b Glory Bw's, and the Apostles” Creed,

MNotice thet the prayer to Mary, the Hail Mary, is repested
alimvosi NINE tlmes s ofton as the Lord's prayer! [s s prayer
compased by med and directled to Mary nine times s impor-
tant of effective na the prayer tmaght by desus and directed
o God?

Thoee whe worhipped the goddess Dhans vopestod o reli-
gicns phrse ewer ard over—"_all with one vwobee sbout
the space of two hows cried out, Great s Disna of the Ephe
simms" [Acts 19:34). Jesun spoke of repetibious proyer as
being o pesctiee of the begrhen, “When we pray,™ he snid,
Suse pof valn repetithons, & the hesthen do; for they think
that they shall be heard for their moch spraking. Be not yve
therefore like wunio them: for yoor Fother kmoweih whaot
things ¥& have nomd of before ye psk him™ (Mait. 6:7.13).
In thiz passage, desus plainly told his folowers NOT to pmy
& Uitk prayer ower and over. It i significant to notice that
it wos right afler gheing ihis wombng, fh the verp neel vered,
that he said: “After this monner therefore pray ye! Our
Fathor which arl in henven...™ and gave the disciples what
we refer lo as “The Lord's Proyer.™ Jesus gave this prayer
m an opposite to the heathen bype of pmyer, Yel Homan
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Catholles are taught o pray this prayer over and over. If this
prayer was not to be ropeated over and over, how muach less
& little manmade prayer o Mary! It seems to us thal momis-
rlelng proyers, then ropesting them over and over while
oodnting rosary hesds, could easily become more of &
“memary  teat’” than a spontaneouws expression of prayer
fromn the beart,
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CHAPTER FOUR

-..gu'nf.l, Saints J;Zjay&, M_w

N OADDITION T0 the pruyers and devolions Bt ane

directed to Mory, Roman Catholics alio honor and
pray bo various “enbnts These saints, according to the Cath-
olic powithon, are martyrs or other aotable people of the
chiurch who have died and whom the popes have pronoumnced
eatils.

In many minds, the word “saini” refers only to a pemson
who hes atlained some special degres of hollness, oy 8 very
unigus follower of Chrest, Fut Inmrﬂﬂn! tos e Bidde, ALL
trus Christinns are sgints—owen thoss who moy sy laek
splritual maturity or knowledgn, Thes, the wrtings of Faul Lo
Chrustians al Ephesus, Fhilippl, Corinth, or Bome, ware ad-
dresised o e suints™ (Eph, 1:1, ete), Beinis, it should bo
noticed, were fving people, aod those whio had died,

If we want n “sainl™ to pray lor us, 1§ mst be a living pes-
son, But if we try to commune with people thai have died,
whiat else le this but 4 form of spiritiam T Repeatedly the Riblo
condemnd all attempls to commune with the dead (see Teniab
F:19, 200, Yei many recite the * Aposiles’ Creed™ wihibch says:
“Wa belicve..in the remmurion of mine,"™ suppofing that
such includes the des of prayess for and (o the dead, Con.
ul:uhu this wery point, Fhe Cotholie Erepelopedia says:

“Cathindie tesching regarding pravem for the dead B bound up
inseparably with the doctrine,..of the commuaion of saimrs
which & un article of the Apostles’ Croed,” Prayon 1o the
saints and martyrs collectively, or o some one of them in
particular” are recommended,” The actual wording of the
Countil of Trent is that “the samis who reign together with
Christ offer up their swn prayers (o God for moen, 1§ & good
andd useful mippbantly fo invoke them, and to have recourse
to their prayvers, mad, and help for obtaining bensfiis from
Mll:

What are the objeethone to thess belinfs™ We will lot The
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Catkalic Ercyolopedia  answer for itsclf. “The chiel Dl'-'J-E"I"-
tioms mised agninel the intercession and mvoeation of tw
aainis mre that these docitnes are opposed to the faith and
st which we should hove in God alone. cond thot ey can-
not be proved from Seeiprurer..™ With this stolemenl we
agree. Mowhers do the seriptures indicain thot the lhving can
be hlessed or benefiled by pravers e or through thoss who
have slvendy died. Instead, in many ways, the Catholic doo-
brines reginding “saints'” ond very similar o the old papan
fkeas Lhal were hedd regnedimg the “gods,™

Looking hack again to the “mother™ of inlse religion
—Bsbylon—we find that the people proyed to and honored o
plurality ‘of gods, In fsci, the Babylondan system developed
antl it had some 5,000 gods end goddesses® In much the
sume way @8 Catholics beliove concerning thair “sainis", the
Babyloniane believed thod their *gods™ hod ut ona time bean
fiwimg heroey oa cordli,  bul Were oow of & WiEher J-If:rilr.!'
“Evary month and every day of the month wss under the
prodection of a particular divinity,™ There was a god for this
problem, o god for ench of e differenl oocupntions, n god
for Uhls and o god For thak,

From Babyinn—like the worship of the grent mother—wusch

the poddoss of soilors, the god of war, the gods of special
neighborhoods or occupations.”” The Syrians believed the
powemn of certain gods were linited fo cérinin wreds, ns an
mcident fn the Hible mecords: “Their gods are gods of the
Jilte; thevefoee they wore strongor than we; buk let s fight
pgainal them in the sieid, and sirely we shall be stronges
than they™ (1 Kings 20:23),
When Rome conguered the world, (iese same |deas wore
very muoch in evidence s tho following dkelch will show,
was goddess of dmithe and pootry, Juno Hegina was
the goddess of womanhood and marvings. Minerrs was the
geddesy of wisdom, hasdierafie, and musheland. Vinus was
the goddess of sxoal love and birth, Veila wni (e godidecs
of bakers and socred fires, Ops was the goddens of wealih.
ad e goddess of com, whest, und growing vegeta-
(Our woed *oereal”, fbtingly, ‘comes from her name, )
Hereules was the god of joy and wine, Mercury was the god
und, in the old fables, quite an orator himeelf,

a
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whieh cxplaing why the people of Lystrn thought of Pl s
the podd Mercury (Acts T4:110, 12, The gods Castor and Pal-
lux were the protoctons of Rome snd of travelors ot sen
fef, Acts 28:11). Cromias was the guardinn of cathe. Janus wis
the godf of doors and gates. ' Thera were gouds who presbded
over gvery mameni of o man's life, gods of howse and garden,
of food and drink, of henith mnd sicknmss. ™"

With the iden of pods mnd poddesses pmocinted wilh varkous
events i e now pstablished in pagen Rome, it was bul
anpther siep for these same concepts (o finally be merged
Into the chusch of Home. Sinee converts from paganiam warn
reluctant ko part with their “goda™<unless they could find
same satisfoctory counterpart in Christianity—the gods and
prddesses were renmmed and called “saints.” The old iden of
gods nssociated with certain occupations and days has con-
tined |n the Roman Cathobic belief in sainis and sadiis"days,
g the Tollowing table shows,

Acties &y, Camendur August 15
Architects %1, Thamas December 21
AsdomoniEs 84, Cominic Mgt 4
Adhletes 51 Sebastsin Jumiary 20
Bakere 5L Elizabeth Morember |9
Bankom 81 Matshew Septimbu 11
Heggem S1 Alexius July I'T
Bocik Sellers a1, Faha of God Warch &
Bricklayen S, Sdeven Decermber 16
Buliiers St Viooeol Formes Aprll &
Biitchers S, Haildouan Bephembi 18
Cah driven %1, Fimicn August 1
Candle-naken e, Bemand Auguss )
Comedism &, Wil June 15
Lok Hi. Martha July 34
Dientisin Sn Appallonia Fehruasy §
[ ginrg S1. Loke Crotober 18
Editor S, Juhin Boweo Jarmuary 3 1
Fishermen Br. Anilmw Mowember 30
Fhariss S Dby Febmaury &
Hat nuskom 51, Jarse May 10
Hisusekeepers Hi. Anne July 36
Huntor 35 Huben Savember 3
Lubsnrers K1 James the Grezier July 2%
Lawyum 51, Ives May 1%
Libearians 1. Juncima Sepremhber 30
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i, Framcih of Assbg
31, Baghara

He, Cacilia

85, Mark ihe E'q.mplii:ll
5. Caihrine

51, Larks

5% Gemma Galgand

5i. Bartholomes

2t Jahn ol Gad

5L Brémidan

&1, Adben

SL Gregary

&1 Elipals

S, Thomes Aquina
25 Cosmmas & Danvizn
St Beoniface vf Credtion
51, Matthew

Cctober 4
Lascember 4
Moveenbes 13
Aprl 25
Agpril 30
Cciober 1B
Aeprl 11
Augual 14
March &

May 16
Mowpmiber |5
Mimrch 12
Ducembses 1
Maech 7
Sepiember 17
Jups' 5

Sepueenher 11

The Bomon Cethiobic Chisreh also bas saints far the followang :

Harven whorien
Beer drinibers

S, Anthony {8l maids

S Miohole: Poor
5L Dexminic

5L Fronck - Tempintion

St Esiachhe  Toappreed ticve
5t Lawrenes T hawe children
E1 Cobambon - Tio obstain o hiskband
5t Bubore  To obtain g wiie
5. Raplisel - Ta find bt ariicles

VTR
S Anmtony  Television

St Andrew
51 Lawrmce
St Gerand
5 Clam

St Syrinam
5t Cenvme
5t Feliciim
52 Jowph
St Anng

BL Aniboay

Caibolics we tanght $o pay 1 moialn “sin” for belp wish, e

fallowing affictim:

Biwg ol dogs
Thes of aakis

i

W jumes  Epllapsy, meom

51 Hoben Fover
St Filory  Toof diesses
51 Bl Gall siones

51 Peregrine Goal

41 Murics  Hegdlaches
St Cadix - Hieart troulile
81, Apuths. brearity
51 Ly Skin diease
St Blaw Sweribidy

St Wit

SL Lasomm

S Vicior

1. Libriun
5L Andnrs'
51 Pesin

81, John ol G
St Dympna
51 Rusch

St Gl



Hi. Hoheri was boem
phaue 656 and appanred
on our fst as the paron
gaint  of bhuntes and
haplor of hydrophaolda.
Before his conversion,
plmost all of bl tmoe
was  spenoi hunting, Un
n Good Fridoy moming,
according o fegend, be
pursued a large siag
which suddenly Gdrred
and he gaw 8 crocifik
beiween s anilers and
heard a voiee Lell him Lo
Eurm b o

Hut why pray Lo saints
when  Christians hnve
dccess bo Ced? Catholics
are Gaught that through
praying o odvds,  they
may be able o obiain
help that God otherwise
elght mot glvel Thay aro
told 1o wonship God end  5¢ Habers, pofron of hundern.
then to “pray, fAmt lo wivh S Elizaberh,

Eaint Mary, and the holy

apostles, sned the haly martyrs, ond all God's winis.. . 1o con-
glder them ps Criends and prorecfors, and to mplose their aid
in the hour of distress, with the hope thal God would goum
to the patron what be mighi otherwie refuse to e sup-
plicant.™ Everything considoved, it seems pvident that the
Homan Calbholle system of patron ssinis developed owt of
the carlier belieh in gods devoted to days, sccupations, and
the varfowus neods of hiifman Gl

Many of the old legends thot had been associnted with the
pagan gods were teansferred over bo the saknta. The Carkalle
Encreclopediz even says these “legends repeai the coneep-
tione found ia the pre-Chistian religiois tales. The lrgeuli
is mied Christinn, snly Chritadized . In many cases it has
obviously the same orgin & e wpoho Antiguity treced
back wources, whose natural elements it did nod anderstad,
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the amints., It became sesy o transfer to the Chriadion @mor-
tym the conceptions which the anciears held conceming
thelr heroes, Thin transference was promoled by the nomer-
s caspe i owhich Christinn sxinte beoame the swcceriors of
loesl deities, amed Christian worship sapplanied the sooienk
local worship. “This em!.u-.lm thee pread sumfros of ptmtlarities
between godds and saints, ! ®

Ap pagumizm and Christianily were mived (ogether, somp
times & sgint was givon o similar sounding name o thet of the
pagan god of goddess it eplaced. The goddess Vietona of the
Basses-Alpes was renamed s SC Victolee, Cheron as 88, Ce-
ranos, Arlemis an Bl Artemides. Dionysos as St Diomyeas,
ote, The goddess Brighit {regarded as the doughier ol the sun-
i and whi was represented with o child in her arms) wos
amcaibly renamed sa “'Salnt Bodger" In pagan doys, her
chiel temple of Eildare wan served by Vestal Viegine who
trnicled the snered fires, Later her temple becaine a convent
amd her vestals, nuns. They continued to tend the ritual fire,
oaly it was now called “S1. Bridget's fire,"""

The hest preserved nncient bemple now remaining In Rome
it the Pantheon which in olden fimes was dedicabed {oocond-
ing to the mserpton over the portieo) to “Jove and all the
gods." This was reconsecraled by Pope Bonifsce IV to “The
Virgin Mary mnd all the ssinir” Such practices were mot
uncommon. “‘Churcheés. or ruins of churches have heen fre.
guently found on the sies where pagan shirines or temples
originolly siood . It & alse Lo some extent true Lhol some-
tirnes the ssfar whowr mid was to be mvoked st the Christian
shrine bore gome outward snology to the deiry presiously
heffowdd In that place. Thus ln Athens the shrine of the
healer Asklepbos. when (L becume s church, wos made sacred
ta the twn mints whom the Christmn Athenions invoked as
mirsculous healems, Kosmas and Daminn, ™

A cave shown i Bethleham gs the place in which Jesus wos
bom, wai, secording to Jerome, sctunlly & rock shring in
which the Babylonien god Tammuz had been worshipped.
The seripiures never sbade thet Jesus was born |0 o cave.

Throughout the Hompn Empire, poganism died in one
form, anly to live sgein within the Roman Catholie chaneh,
Mot only did the devotion to the old gods continae (in § mew
formi ), bul the ose of sioiner of these gods as well. In some

ab



coses, |t b said, the very same statues that had been worship-
ped as pagan gods wore rensmed ps Christinn soints, Through
the centuries, more and more statues were made, until today
there are churches in BEumope which contaln as many as two,
threw, and four rkouzsnd siatues.’3 In Lange imipressive cathe.
drals, in smal chapels, ot wayside shrines, on te dashbogrds
of automobiles—in all thess places the idols of Catholicism
mary be found in abundamce,

The v of mich idols within (e Homan Catholie Church
provides another clue in solving the mystery of mdern
Babylon; for, & Herodetus mentioned, Babylon was the
source from which o systems of idodotry flowed to the
nations, To bnk Uwe word “edals™ with etatues of Moy ond
ihe saipts mmy sound quite hamb Lo some. But can this be
totally bneorrect?

It in ndmitded in Cotholble wdtings that st numorons tomes
and smong variows people, mages of the gaints hove been
warshipped in juperetitious  ways, Such  pbuses, however,
are generafly placed in the pesr It s explained that in this
enbightencd age, no educaled person sciunlly worships the
abifecr fivelf, bal rather whal the object represents. Coomorally
this bs Erue But s this nol sleo true of hesthen tribes that use
idods (unmistakably idolr) in the womhip of demon-gods?
Most of these do not belleve the bdol ireelf |5 8 god, bt only
sepierenrarive af the demon-god they womhip.

Several articles within The Carfolic Eropclopedis seek bo
explain that the use of nsges & proper on the basis of them
being representative of Chesl or the saints. “The bopor
which ie given o them is referred Lo the objecis which they
represent, so that through the images which we ki, snd
before which we uncover our heeds and Encel, we adors
Chrisi and venerate the saints whose Wiemener they are "4
Mot afl Chrstinng sre convinesd, however, that this “expla-
nation™ i sicotg enough reason bo bypass verses such aa
Exodus 20:4, 5: “Thou shalt nod male unto thee any graven
image, or any [kreair of nnything that is in keaver above,
or that is i the earth beneath, or that is undemeath tho
carth: Thost shalt not bow down thyseld to them,™

In the Old Testnmend, when the Isroelites conguersd a
heathen city or country, they were nol to sdopd the Wdals of
these people into thelr meligion. Suoch were to be destroyed,
even though they might be covered with silver and gold!
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muans  depicted Circs, the pagan
goddess of the sun, with & circle
surrounding her head. From ifs use

The church of the flist four
conturles  used Do phobutes  af
Chrsgt, The srrAptures do ool Buddtes with hat
give s any: description of the phywicnl fentures of Jesus
wivershy an secdrate palnting could be made of him. I seema
evident, then, thal the plotures of Christ, like those of Mary
wnd the smints, hove come from the imaginestions of ortists,
W only hove lo make o shar
study of mebpious art (o Gwd
that in different ceniuries wnd
mnong different nationadilies,
many plotures of Christ—somas
rery differeni—may e founsd,
Obviously ofl of Ceess can-
pol be whal he Iooked like.
Besldes, having now sscendod
mbo  heaven, we no  loager
know him "afler the Oesh™
i2 Cor. 6:16), having been
oy “gloriffed"” (dohn 7:39), and

i with & “gloriows body® (Phil
4:21), mot even the besd artizt in the world coald poriray the
King in his beauty, Any picture, even af its best, could never
shiow how wonderfal he reaily !
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CHAFTER FIVE

bbb, Tl i

MOMNG THE ANCIENT nations, nol only were sial-

4 ues af the gods and poddesses in Suman form made,
bt many objects thal haad o hidden or myeiery mesning were
it part of heathon worship, An outstending example of this b
seen in the wse of the anclent abeliska,

Dindoras spoke of an ohelnk 130 feet
high that wis erected by Qumen Semira-
mis in Babylon.! The Bilile mentions an
obelisk-type. image approximately nine
ool in bropddth ond ninety feet high
“The peopls,..fofl down and womhipped
the godden image that Nebuchadnezzor
hiod sei op™ in Babylon {Dpniel 3:1-T).
But il ‘was in Eppt (an sady itronghold
af the mystery feligion) thal the ose of
the otslisk wos best known, Many of the
obelleks nre still in Egypt, though soma
have besn pemoved 1o odher nathoms.
O B In Cenbral Park In New York,
another m London, snd othem wene
trnsporiad to ROME,

Urrginally, the obelisk weas sssocintod
with sun-worshig, & symbaol of “HBaal™
(which wa a tithe of Nimrod), The
prirnts—hoving rejoctad the knowlodge
of the true cresior—sesing thai the sun
gave life o plants and to man, locked
gpon fhe s ns o god, ihe greal Ufe
giver. To them, the obelish aleo hmi o
sexual  mignifieance.  Heablzing that
through sexisl union lifs wa produced, the phallus (e male
organ of reproduction) was considered [along with the sin)
a svmbol of fife, These were the belisfs epresmiod by tha

o T
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obelisk.?

Tha word “images" in the Bible is tomslaied foom sevesal
different Hebrow words: One of these wordi, sareeba,
means “slanding images" or obellshs (1 Kings 14:23; 2 Hings
18:4; 23:14; Jor. 43:13; Miesh 5:13). Anothor word s
fgmmanin Hﬁlnﬂmﬂlﬂ.w images dedicatad to
ihe sun or ohalisks (T=sinh 17:8;27:9).

In order for the obelisks o carmry out their intended sym-
bolisim, they wers placed wpright—erect Thuas they painled
wp=townrd the sun. Az o symbal of the phollus, the erect
position also hed an obvious significence. Bearing this in
miknd, it & intevesting to notice that when divine judgment
wos pronounced sgainet this false worship, it wes anid thai
ihese images [obelisks) “shall sor pfend wp™, bot wookd be
cast down (lsaiah 27:95,

When the lsroelites mixed heathen wonhip into their redi-
glon in the daye of Ezekiol, they erected on “image of jeal-
gy i the entey™ af the temple (Ezekiel 8:5), This mage
was probably an obelisk, the symbaol of the phallas, for (a8
Beoficld savs) they were “given over to phallic oulte™?
Placing an obellsk st the entrance of a heathen temple wos,
apparently, nol an uncemmom practice st the tme One
stood at the entrance of the lemple of Tum and another
In front of the temple of Hathor, the “pbode of Hores™
{ Tammiee ).

Interestingly enouigh, there B alic an obelsk ot the
entrance of S5t Peter's in Home, s the photograph shows
on the pext page It is not & mere copy of an Egyptian
ohelisk it & the very same obalisk that steod in Egypt in
anciend fmes! When the mystery religion came to Home in
pagon days, nob only were obelisks made and erscted al
Rome, but obeliska of Egypi—at grept expense—-were hauled
theve and erected by the emporors. Caliguls, in 741 AL,
had the ohelisk now at the Vatiean brought from HeBopolis,
Egypl, lo hin circus on the Vatlcan Hill, where now stands
Bt. Peter's," Heliopolis s but the Greek name of Beth-
ahemesh, which was the center of Egyptian sun-wormhip in
olden days. In the Old Testament, these obelisks that stood
there are mentioned a the “images of Bethshemesh™ {Jer.,
43130

The wery same obolisk thet once stood ot the sncient
tesmple which was the cenier of Egyptinn paganism, pow



stands before the mother church of Romanism] This séems
like more than B mene comcadence.

The red granite obelisk of the Vatican i itself B3 feet high
{132 feet high with iis foundation) and weighs 320 tons. In
1586, in order to center il in fronl of the chureh in St
Peter's squure, it was moved to its present location by order
of Pope Siktus V. Of course moving this heavy obellsk—
especially in those days—wes o vory difficult lask. Many
movers refused Lo atlempl the fest, especially since the
pope had attached the deark pernaley if the obellk wes drop-
ped and broken!®

Finally an man by the nome of Domenico Fonlana ittt
the responshility. With 45 winches, 160 horses, and o crew
of 800 workmon, the task of moving began. The dale was
Beptember 10, 1586, Muliitudes crowded the extonsive
gquiare. While the ohelisk was being moved, the erowd, upon
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penalty of death, was requbeed Lo vemain sfent. Finolly, aftar
near Fulure, the obelisk was erecled—to the sound of hun-
dreds of bells ringing, the roar of cannons, and the loud
choem of the multitbde. The Epyptisn idol was dedicated
Lo the “eroas” (the erose on bop of the obelisk is suppoeed
to contuin a plece fram the orglnel cross), mass was celbe-
trnted, and thl;imp-:prunumcrdlhk-'mgnnﬁzﬂlhnm
and thair horees,

The drawing on the next page showd the pattem of S0
Peter's and the cireulsr court in front of L At the center
af this coart stands the obelisk. This courl & bordered by
248 Daorc siyle columns which cost spproxamaiely one
million dollars. The style for such colummes was bomowed
froma the styling of pagan temgphes.

Like the ohelisk pagan colummns were often regarded zs
““mystery"” [orme of the phallas, In the vestibule of the
pagan temple of the goeddess at Hiempolis, an inseription
referring Lo the columns resds; “I Dhiony sus, dedialed these
p.u.nﬂ'i Lﬂl:lﬂ.‘l,'l!’ ltep-mnﬁ.cl'

Al rﬁ:.{“‘L %ﬂwm“" -

Reerecibig the Vaclcon obelink {(from an old drowing .
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Mler of S¢. Peler’s
Even o Homan Catholie lepden borroired olher ideas from

pagnnism, it is no surprise that building elaborete and exppen-
mve temples ulso became the custom, Worldly-minded loadors
thought they should build a tempie of greater splendor than
thase of the old Roman religion.

We know that God dirscted his people unider the nubemslip
af Solomon to buld a temple—in the Od Teatament—nnad
chose to poi his presence thore, But in the Mew Testament,
it & elear that the Holy Spirit no longer dwells In templos
meace with men's hands | Acts 17245 Now, God dwells kn his
pn'.lp]':'-h.l.l-hu:dﬂl.rdr-'h-y the Spirit! Says Paual: “YE are
the temple of God..the Spidt of God dwolleth in Fon™
{1 Cor. 3:16), Understanding this prand truch, the sy
charch—/illed with the Spirir—aever weni forth to badkd
temples of stone and siesl They went forth to preach the
gospel. Their time was mot spent in financinl drives and
oppressive pledges in onder o bulld & fancker bullding thas
a temple down the sireei] Acconding bo Helley v Bikle Hand:
book, we do not heve a record of o church building (as suchj
being built prior to 222-235 A, [, |

This |8 not to suggest It & wrong to have church bauildimgs,
Frobably the resson church buildings wese not buill carier
wons becnuse, dun to persecutions, the fist Christions were
not allowed to own title to peoperty, Bul had they been
allowed thie privilege, we fesl certabn that such buildings
would bave been buili simply=not for outwerd show, They
would not have tred to compete with the exponsive styling
of the heathen taomples of eplendor—like the temple of T
af Ephesus or the Pantheon of Hame.
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But whon the church came to politicsl power und wealth
under the mwign of Constanting, & pattern for buoilding elab-
arale and expenslve church bulldings wes set and has con-
tinued {o this doy. This idea has become so implanted in the
minds of people, that the word “church™ (b6 mosd people )
means & fweliding. But in its Biblical use, the ward refen o
an asembly or group of people who ae—themsslves—the
temple of the Holy Spirit! As strange os b may sound, s
chureh  building could be totally desiroyed, and yel the
pctaal church {the people]) remain,

The majority of expensive church bulldings that hove been
badll over the centuries hove feptured a fower. Esch genera-
tion of church builders hos copied the former gensralion,
probahly mever questioning the erlgin of the ides. Some
towers have cosl forlunes o balld. They have added no
spirilital value, Jestis, of courne, never buill sich stractunes
when he was on carth, nor did he give aoy instrsctions for
them to be buoilt after his depariure. How, then, did this
tower Lradition in church archileciure begin?

I the reader will permit ue a certnin iherty at this podnt,
we will suggest o theory which points hack to RBabylon, 08
course we all remember the lowes of Babsl. The people
said, “Lel us make brick. Jel us build us a city and @ 1ower,
whoss top moy reach unto heaven™ (Gen, 11:3.4% The ex-
presgion ‘unto beoven™ is mo doubd 8- figure of spesch for
greal lelght, ns wis also the case wlhen cities with walls teat
reached “up lo beaven'" were mentioned | Desil 1:28), We are
not to suppose those Bobel buildors intended to build elear
ap in the hewven of God's throne, Instead, there is suffickont
evidence Lo show thal the tower (commonly called o “alg-
gurat™) wos connecied with thetr relighon—wlih san-wormbip.

“Of all the lofly monuments of Babylon, the lwering
*Figgarot' must serlainly hove been one of the most spectoc-
wlar constructions of jis thoe, rising majestically sbove is
huge oncircling wall of o thoussnd powers.around the vask
sguutre, chambers wers sel aslde for pillgrione, s well ae for
e pricsts who looked after the “Zigpimil. ' called
this collection of buildings the “Vatican of Babylon',

It has been suggested thot one of the meanings of the name
aof the goddes Astarte (Semiramds), wreitten as * Ashi-tan”,
menns “the woman that made towers,""® The goddess Cy-
hele (who abso has been identified with Semiramis) was
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bmown as the tower bearing goddes, the first (enys Ovid)
that erested towsre in cities and wae repiresenied with a
tower-like crown on her hend, a8 was also Diann (see page
175 Im the symbolEm of the Catholie chuch;, s tower is
pmblematle of the viggin Mary!11 Does all of this somehow
conpecl?

Bome ancienk towers, @& we all know, wem built for miki-
tary pumposes, for wotchiowem. Bui many of the towers
thet wers built in the Babylomian Empire wers exclusively
religious lowers, connocted with m femplef In Unise Cimes,
m stranger enbterng & Babylonlan city would have no diff-
oulty locating its temsple, we are tabd, for ahove the flat
roofed bowsss, iy doewer pomld be poen/ 1 The Catholle
Encyelppedic says, “1Eis a I'II'|-HI1| fll'-'t that mosl Habylonion
citins possessed o temple-tower.”

T it possible thot Babylon {ae with other things we have
mentioned} coald be the source for religlouws towers? We

dmﬂﬁﬂdmmnt"mﬁ"
{linked with the word “goddes™) ol Nan-
kin is shown in our ilhestration.

representing scenes in the lives of the gods
of the tompls, or of eminent eaists™"?

Among the Mohammedans alko, though in
a somewhst different (orm, can be seen the Lowers of their
religion, The fimt illusirniton on the following page shows
the numerous towers, called minarels, sl Meoea. Towers of
this styfe wers also used st the famous Church of Bi. Sophia

Magoda
ar Nankin
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The Church of
&, Soplvi G
Cevivs fodt finafide

at Constantinogle {above illusieablon ),

The uvss of towens b aiso camed out in Chrstendom—{Cath-
olie and Protestant, The lower of e gres Cathedsal of
Colome rises 5106 feel nbowe the streel while thal of e
Cathedral of Ulm, Germany, s 528 feot high, Even small
chapels often have a towes of some kind. It i s trodition
that is seldom guestionsd.

AL the top of many church towens, o .1.|li.|'1.- allen pinis b
the sky! Severnl writers link, and perhops not without sode
Juiification, the stoeples and spires with tho ancient obelisk.
“There & evidence™ says one, o show that the spires of
oy churches owe their exibilence Lo the uprighis or obelisks
oitEide the temiples of former l.|;=|."'1 5 inoiher £ay 8! “*“Thorne
are sl in eadstence today remarkabde specimene of originad
phallic symboli sleeplss on he cheamehes.and obelisks...all
show the influence of our phalluswomhipping ancestors,
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HEIHE CROSS 1S recognized us one of the most mmpor-
Rl band wymbols of the Roman Catholic Church, It is
displiyed on top of roofs and lowers. IL i seen on altars,
Mirnmbings, and scclesinstion] garments. The Door plan of the
mujority of Catholie churches s Lakl oot in the shape of the
cros, All Catholie homes, hospitols, and schools hove the
eross adoming the walls, Everywhere the cros is oulwardly
honored ol adored—in bondreds of ways!

When an infand is spoinkled, Uwe priest maokes the sign of the
gross upon s forehend saying: “Heceive the sign of the
cross upon thy forshosd.” During confirmation, the can-
didlate & aggned with the cross. On Ash Wednesday, ashes are
wsedd Lo make o crows on the forebend, When Catholics snior




the church bailding, they dip the forefinger of the dight hand
in “haoly weler”, touch the forehead, the chest, the lafi and
iho righi shoulder—thus trclog the fguse of the cros. The
aamt fign I8 made before esbing meals. During Mass;, the
priest mokes the dgn of the crom 16 times and bisses the
altar with Lhe oross sign 3 times.

Protestont churches, for tve most part, do not believe in
m]“ﬂ:r:imql'hhtuuﬂrﬂlhdi‘ H.H.r'_ll. Melther do
they bow down boforo crosses or use them ss objects of
wombip, They have recognized thet these things are un-
seripiuwra] and superstitions, Bul the wse of the cross has boen
commonly retained on steeples, on pulplts, and in varicus
othey waye a8 o form of decarstion.

The early Christians did not comibder the cross as & virtuous
gymbol, but rather as “the acoumed tree™, & device of death
and “shame® (Heb, 12:2), They did nobt trist in ao obd
rugged eross. Inetead, thedr faith was in whar war aecom.
piithed or the crom; and through this faith, they Enow the
full and complete forgiveness of sin 1§ was (n 10 senee thal
the aposiles presched sbont the cros snd gloried in it (1 Cor.
117, 18% They never dpoake of the cross & 0 pisce of wood
one mighl hang from a litde chaln around his neck or camy
in his hand ms a profector or charm, Buch wees of the cooss
came kakor.

It was not until Christimmity begsn (o be poganiced (oT,
as some prefer, pagandam was Christlankzed), that the cros
image cume to be thought of as a Clidstian symbol. 1& was in
431 that crosses in churches and chambers were intradused,
while the e of erosses on sieeples did not come until about
586" [nlhnxlhunm? the crucifix image wes sanctioned
by the church of Rome* IE was not untdl the second Couneil
ntEphmthdpmhhmu“mmqulﬂpu-ul
crom.?

If s cross b8 a Christiun gymbol, |4 cannot e correcily
maid thodi ils origin was within Cheistinnity, for in one form or
snather it was n sacred symbal lomg before the Cheistion Exa
and among mony aon-Chrgrien peopls, According to An
Sxpository Biceiomgry of New Femamens Words, the ooom
originaled among the Babylondend of anclent Choldea, “The
scclesinstical form of a two beamed cmss had s orgln In
ancient Chalden, snd was used ss the symbol of the ygod
Tammuz (being in the shape of ihe Mystic Taa, the initial
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of his name) in thal eountry and in
pdjacent lands, including Egypt...In
order to ineresso the prestige of the
apostale eccleslastical sysiem, pa-
gune  were  pecelved mbe  the
chuarches aparl from regeneration
by faith, =nd wore permitied
largely to tefnin their pagan signs
and symbada, Hepes the Teu or T,
in it most fregoent form, with
the crom-piece lowersd, was sdop-
fed  to stond for the oross of
mmul-l

In oy book on Egypt that shows
the old monumenis angd walls of
anclent tormples, ono can spo the
uss of the Tau erom. The accom-
penying  illustration shows e
Egyptian god Amon holding a Tau

This ilustraiion, laken From o biuflding ol Amenophis [V &t
Thehes, Egypt, sghows 5 king pmying. Notice the round sun
circle with & mystery form of the sun-god beneath it Says e
noted historian in referanee fo Egyplt * Here unchanged for
thomsands of years, we find among her most ssored hiero-
glyphics the cross in varoos forme., but the one known
grecinlly &5 the ‘cross of Egypt’, or the Tin ceoss, s shaped
like the letter T, often with & circle or ovoid sbove L Yel
thiz mystical symbal was nod peculinr fo this eountry, bul
wos reveronced.. among the Choldeans, Phoeniclans, Mox-
beans, and every shcient people in both Bemispheres, =
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An thoe cross symbaol spread Lo virlous notions, it wee dee
veloped in difforent ways, Among the Chinese, "0 cfos ...
acknowledged Lo be one of the most ancient devices. | 8
porteayed upon the walls of their pagodas, It |s paintod wpon
the lontems wsed to illuminate the most ssered regoestes of
iy temples, '

The cross has been a sacred symbol o Indis for centunes
mmong non-Christlan people. Il hes been wed e mark the
jars of boly water tnken from the Ganges, aleo ai an emblem
of disembodied Jfaing saints. in the ceatral part of Indin,
two crude crosses of slonde have besn discovered which date
back to a time cenbudes belore the Christlan Era—one over
tom feet, the other over uiﬂ.l‘. Towt |'L|.ﬂ1.. The Buddhists, mmd
numerous othor sects of tndil..,ml-rhdlhdi'l'ﬂlhmmm!
hewl with the shm of the eross.

O the continent of Afrlen, af Susa, natives plunge a crom
inta the Hiver Gitehe. The Kabyle women, although Mohom-
mednns, taton n eross between ibeir eves. In Wanyamwizi
walls are decoroted with crosses. The Yarcks, who estab-
lished a line of kingdoms from the Niger to the Nile, hod an
image of o cros painted on their shislds,®

Wharn the Spaniands Ak landed in Mexleo, “they could not
suppress thelr wonder™, says Prescott, “aa they beheld the
crois, the sacvod emblem of ther own faith, reised as @n
ohject of worship in the lemples of Anahuse. The Spaniards
were not pware that the cross was the symbol of warship of
the highesr gmriquiry.,.by pegan notions on whom the lighi of
Chistianity had never shone,"®

In Palengie, Mexico, founds! by —
Votan in the ninth ceniury before {_I_L-
the Christian Era, i a heathen tem- I

“The Templs of the H—— |
=

ple %

Crose.” There inscribed on an altar | = &
slab s n coniml cross mix snd o half |
by eleven fest in sime. The Cathallc
Eavyclopedia ineludes: & photogrmph

words  “Pre-Christian Cross of Pa-

mf.“"’ SN [, o
In olden times, the Mexican: wor- I|
shipped a cross o as tora (our fathor). e,

This practice of addressing & plece of
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wood with the title "father'™ §s alio mantionsd in the Bille.
When the leraelites mixed wdalabry with their religion, they
gaid to & stock, “Thow ari my ferker™ (her, 2:27) But it
[s comitrary bo bhe scrpiures to enll & piece of wood [of &
pricst) by the Gtle “father.”

Ages ago in laly, before the people knew anything of the
arts of clvilication, thoy believed in the cross as s religious
pymbal. & was reparded a8 g protector and was placed upon
tombs. In 46 B.C., Boman coine show Jupiter holding a long
peopber torminpting in o eross.’ ' Thie Vestal YVirgins of pagan
Rome wore the cros suspended from lbhelr nechinces, as the
nins of the Roman Catholic church do now.'2

The Grecks degleted crosses on the
hepdbond of their god comresponding
to. Tammus of the HBabylonims, Mo
celli menbions that lsls was shown with
o cyom on her fooshesd. Her prissis
earmied  processional emmses I thelr
worship of her. The temple of Serapis
in Alexandrin wes surmounted by @
eross, The temple of the Sphinx when
it was unsarthed was found to be eruciform in shapo, Ensigns
in the form of & cros were curied by the Persdons during
ibeir batiles with Alexander the Great (B.C. 335)

The croes was used as o pelbghous symbol by the Abacigines
of South Americn in ancient limes. New bom childmn wene
places under its protection againad evil spirits. The Patag-
onkani tabooed their forohonds with orosss. Anclen! pottory
in Pery hos besn found that is marked with the cros os o
religious symbol, Monuwments
ghow that Assytian kings wom
eromes  suspended onm  thelr
neckinces, as did some of
the foreignens  thot  babtled
mgainst the Egyptiona.'?

Cromes were ibso fagured on
the robes of the Roknano as
early ns - the Mfleenth contury
hefore the Christinn Era."*

The Carhalle  Emcpelopedio
acknowledpes that “the sign of
the crom, represented in ils




shimplest form by a crosslng of lwo Unes st cighl sogles,
greotly antedetes, in both the Ead and the West, the intno-
duction of Christianiiy, It goos btk to & very remofe period
af human elvilization.”'®

“Hut. sinee Jegus disd on o croese™, some guedsthon, “dosa
this mod make i oo Chrstian gymbol?™ 1t is fue that nomost
minds the cross han now come Bo he nmocisted with Christ.
Buat those who know it history and the superstitions woys
it has hoen used—sspacially in past contanes—can soa another
side of the coin. Though W sounds coude. someons: has
asled: “Buppose Jesws had been killed with a shotgun; would
this be any renson to hove 8 shotgun honging from our nechs
or on top of the church roaf? I comes down o this: The
important thing & mod what, bat whe—who It was that died,
ol whet the instrument of death was, S8 Ambrose made
a valid pomt whon he said, ®Let us sdore Christ, our Hing,
who hung dpon the wood, and nod the wood.”

Crucifixicn &= 8 method of death “was wed n anclent
times as o punishiment For flagrant erimes in Egypt, Asyria,
FEl'lh,| Polestime, Carthage, Greece, and Home., Tradition
aecribes the ineontion of the punichment of the cross (o a
woman, the quesn Senirpm ™18

Chrisd died on ome wross—-whatever fype it war—and yet
many kinds of crogses are usod in the Catholic religion. A few
different types nee shown here. A poge ls The Cribafic Eney-
clopedies shows forty. If the
Homan Catholic wse of the

cross begnn smply with the

erom o Cheigt—and was not
Inflernced by  paganbim—
why are 3o srany different
types of cromies used? e

Zays 8 nobed writer: “0OF
the several waricities of the
croas  BElll i vopgue, as
notionsl and eccleiastical

emblems, distinguished by
the familisr sppellations of
St Gearge, St Androw, the
Madtess, the Gresk, the

Latin, etc., there & not one
emongst Lhem the existence
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of which moy not be traced to the remotert an figuirg ™7
cross known o8 the TALU eross was widely used in
‘In loter times the Egypian Christlans (Copis),
attracted by its form, and perhops by its symbolism, adopred
it gr the emblem of ihe erom™'? What & known os ths
GREEK cross was nko found on Egyptinn monuments, This

LATIN cros was used by ihe
Etruscana, as seen of b anckent
pagan tomb  with winged angels
Lo ench side of it

Among  the Cumss m South
Americs, what has  been  called
ihe 8T, ANDREW'S cross, was egarded as o protecior ageinet
ovil spiritn.'® 1t nppeared on the coms of Alecander Bala in
Syrin in 144 B.C, and on those of Bakirlan kings about
140 to 120 B.C.—ong hofore “St Andrew™ was ever bom |
The oros which we show here is today called

the CALYVARY cros, vel this deowing i= from

an pncient inecripiion in Thesaly which dates

from & paricd prior to the Christian Ermal HJ

A fnnl guestion remains, Jesus died on one
crom—wliid shape wa 1LY Some believe it wos
simply n borlure stoke with o cross piece what-
poover. The word “cross™ silomatieally convewd the menning
thatl two pieces of wood croar emch other al stme POt oF
angle. But the Greek word from which “crom™ is translstecd
in the Mew Teslament, riaufos, doss not poquire this meaning.
The word itselfl simply means sn upright etake or post.?? If
the |nstrument on which Jesus dicd was no mare than this,
it wan Aot & “erose” (&8 sach) at all! This would chearly show
thie folly of many types of crosses being “Christionizod."

The statement of Thomas pbout the print of roif {phoesl)
in the hands of Jeses (John $0:Z0) would seem o odicade
a crom picce, for on o single siake s honds would hove
bly beon driven through with one nail. Allowing room
his head for the inscription (Luke 23:53), these things
tend Lo favor whal hee been termed e Lodin cross,

1
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Crosses shaped tiks n “T™ or “X" can be eliminated since
these would peobably not allow sufficlent room sbove the
head for the imscriglion.

As lo the oxact shape of the cross of Christ, we nesd nol
be b concemed. All such agumenis fade into bsignif-
icance when compared to the res! meaning pf the cross—not
the piece of wood—but the etornal redemption of Chrl,

Comstontine'y “wilan™ of the cross
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CHAPTER SEVEM

" By OUTETANDING FACTOR THAT contribuled o
the sdorption of the cross image within the Homish
ehurch was the famous “vigion of the cross®™ and subeeguent
“eonverslon™ of Constantbee. A3 be and his soldles sp-
mqﬂ:.edﬁqmp.llzymlhmﬂtnfuﬂllhhﬂn“n
the Batthe of Milvien Bridge. According to the custom of the
thme, the harsploes (those whio employed divination by such
means as reading the entralls of sacrficlal snbmals) wens
q.pﬂn:ltﬂﬁ?:ndﬁnLﬂThumuldiﬁnlﬁnﬂhﬂmhLﬂn
was alio pescticed by the king of Babylon: “For the king of
Babwlon stood al the parting of the waov, at the head of the
two ways, bo use divinntion: he made his arroes bright; he
consulted with images, he looked in the liver™—Esekiel 311
21.0 In the case of Constantine, he wa tobd that the gods
wothd ool come Lo his akd, thal he would suffer defest in
the batile. But then in a vigon or dream, oa be related Inker,
there appearsd & cros to him andd the words, *'In the sign
conguer” The next day—Oetober 28, 312—he advanced
behimd a standard portraying a cros, He was victorous in
ihat batile, defealed hin rival, aod professed convemion, OO
course mich § rreming victory for [ﬂ'i.lil:L'-nH::.'d.l.dml.llﬂ'll.u
further the uee of the cross in the Homish church,

It &+ admitted on all =ides, bhoweyer, that Constantine's
vision of the crom {8 probably not bistorically broe, The oaly
authorty from whom the story has been gethored by histo-
rians B Eusehis, who confesedly was prone Lo edifiestion
ind was occused & a8 “inksifier of hisiory.™ But if Constan-
tine did have such a vislon, ame we lo sppos ks wuthos
wai Jesus Christ? Would the Prines of Peace matract a
pagnn emperar (o moke a military banner embodying e
eroes and o go fovth conguening and killing o thal sign?

The Roman Empire {of which Constantine beceme tho
head) las been deseribed bn the Serlptunss s & “beast.”
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!Juﬂ:ﬂuwtuurmhuuuuhhhm-hﬂiuw'uﬂﬂ
empires—Babylon (a Hon), Modo-Persia (o bear), Gresce (o
leopard), and Home. The fourth besst, the Roman Empire,
was 50 homible that it wasa aymbolized by o besst unlike any
other {Daniel 7:1-8). We sor no regson o suppose that Chest
would Lell Constantine to conguer with the sign of the cros
Lo fuirther the beasl system of Rome|

Bait if the vidon was ool of God, how can we explain the

conrersion of Constantine? Actually, his cooversion (s Lo be

i Evon though he had mach to do with
the establishment of eeriain doctrines and asioms within
the church, the Licts plainly show that he was not el
converted=nol in the Sibficel sense of the wonl. Historlans
wifmit that bis converdon wes “nominal, even by conboi-
porary siandards, ™"

Probably the mosl obvious indication that be was not trely
comveried may be seen from the foct thet affer his conver-
gion, he commitied soveral murdess—including the murder
afl his own wife and son! According Lo the Rible “no mur-
derer hath etermal Bfe abiding in him™ (1 John 3:15), Con-
stantine's first mardage was to Minervina, by whom he had
a son named Crspus. His second wife, Faosta, bore him
three daughiess and three sons. Crlspus becams an ok
standing sobdier mnd help to his father. YWet, in 326—vesy
shortly after directing the Nicarnn Councif—he had his son
put Lo desth. The story B that Crispus had made love Lo
Fausta, At beast this was the aecusation of Faasta, Bad this
may have been her method of getiing him out of the wiy,
s pne of her sons might hove cladm Lo the theone! Constan-
tine's mother, however, perminded him that his wife “hacd
yielded to his son” Constantine had Fausta suffocoted to
death o an overheated bath, About this same me he hed his
sister's son Oogged to dealh and his sisier's husbond stran-
glod—even though he hod promissd he would spare his life?

Thess things are summed up in the following wonls Foom
The Catholic Encrclopédia: “*Even after his convarsion. he
catwsed the execution of his brotherin-law Licindus, and of
thn Iatter's son, as well s of Crispus his own son by his
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first marringe, and of his wife Fausta. After reading these
crislities i 5 hard to belbewve that the same emperor eotld at
tmmhlnnﬂdlndtﬂﬂlﬂrlmlhﬂ but human noture =
full of contradictions.™

Constantine did show numerons fevorms toward the Chrs-
tinns, sbolished death by erucificlon, and the porsecutions
which had become so cruel at Rome oeased. Butl did e make
these decisions pursly from Chrstlan convictboms o did he
have political mothes fox doing s0? The Catholic Erepelo-
pedin says, “Saome bishops, blinded by the splendor of the
couri, cven went so fur a8 Lo laud the emperor & an ungel of
God, as o sacred being, and o prophesy thal he wookd, ke
the Som of God, reign in henven. 1t hos consequently been
amerted that Constantine fovored Christimity merely from
political molives, and he hos been regarded a8 an enlightensd
:in'p’-;hwinm.mkt-ulrduhﬂﬂh]ylﬂmﬂuﬂhipﬂr
iy,

Such waz the concludon of the noted historisn Dairmnt
reganding Constanilne, “Was his convemion sincers—waa
it an oot of religous bellef, of & consummsts stroke of
palitical wisdom? Probhabdy the forfer. He seldom conformed
ta the ceremonial requirements of Chrstian womhip, His ied-
ters Lo Christian bishops moke & clear that he cared litile Por
the thealogieal differenced that agitated Christendom—
thoigh he was willing to sappress dissent i the Inleresis
of lmperlal undiy. Throoghout his reign be bested the
bishops 2 his political aldes; he summoned them, presided
ower their couneils, and ageeed to enforce whatever opindon
their mnjority should formulsis, A real heliever would love
been & Christlan frst ad & stibesman afterwarl; with Coa-
stnndine il was the everse. Chrisiianity was to him 8 meang,
naod wm e v

Pemsecutions had not destroyed the Christian faith. Coa-
stuntine knew this. Instead of the smplme comstantly being
divided—with pagans in confliet with Christions—why not
toke much stope s might be nocsssary Lo min both paganien
and Christianity together, he ressoped, ond thos bring o
wrilted Torce to the empire? There were rimilarities between
the two religiows systema. Even the cross symbol wes not o
divislve factor, for by this time 1 was m ase by Christians,
and “bo the warshipper of Mith ln Constantine's forees, the
cross couwld give no offense, for they had loog fought under
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i standard bearing a Mithrabe cross of Hght.™

The Christinnity of Conatantine was o mizture, Though he
haid his statuwe removed from papan temples and regounoed
the offering of socrilices o himeedf, yoi peopls continned to
gﬂkg{ﬂudﬁhﬂlﬁrnfhh:unpﬂnr_.ﬁlp-ﬂiﬂﬁlmm
he continwed to watch over the heathen womhip and protect
its rights, In dehicating Constantinopbe in 330 a coremoouial
that was hall pagan and hall Christlan was vsed, Thi chariob
ufthpmﬂdmlnthlhlmﬂllﬂhﬂuﬂﬂ!lﬂﬂhﬂ]i
eross of Christ, Coins made by Consisntine feaiured (he
crims, bul alss representatbons of Mars or Apullo, While pro-
fessing Lo be a Christian, he conbinued o believs in pagnn
mlijcfumﬂuﬂ:rthnprutmlinnurw:ﬂﬂuh!hﬂﬂﬂi
of disesse, All of these things are pointed ool in Fhe Cetholic
Encyclopedia.”  Yet, the concept by which the Roman
Catholie Church developed mnd grew—the copcept of mixing
pognnin  and Chrislbanity together ns a onited foree—ia
clearty linked with Constantine and the years that followed
in which the church became rich and incressed with goals,
A story thet greatly influmeed cross worship within the
Romiskh chureh—evan more than that of Constantines
vision—centered around his mother Helena. When almost
eighty years of age, she mode o pilgrimage o Jderusalem.
Lagond has it thet she found threr cromes buried bhere—ade
the eross of Chrst and the other two the ones upon which
the thieves were crucified. The cros of Ol wis ldentified
becouse il worked  mimcles of healing at the suggestion of
Muocariua, bighop of Jerusalem, while the other bwo did ot
Bave an artbels im The Carholie Feepclopedie, A portion
aof the Trie Cross remalned ab Jenasalem enslosed inoa slvor
reliquary; the remainder, with the nails, must hove been sent
to Constantine...Ope of the oails woe fastened Lo the em-
pecor's hetmet, and oo to his horse's brdle, bringing £o pass,
according o masy of the Fathes, what had been written by
Zncharins the Prophet: ‘In that doy that which & upon the
bridie of the horse shall be holy to the Loed®| Zach. 14:20)" 1%
This same article, while sitempiing io hold to the genernl
teachings of the chunch reganding the cross, admits that the
stories obout the discovery of the cros vary and the bradi-
tion |which actunily developod years lstor) may be lnrgely
based on legend.

That Helenn disd visit Jerusalem in 336 appears to be histor-
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keally correct. But the story of her distovery of the cros did
nal appear untll $40—about 114 yoars Iwter!® The iden that
the original vromss would still be al Jeresalem admost 300 yenrs
after the crocifivion seems very douhifil. Besides, laws
amang the Jews ﬂMmmhﬂmm‘Mm
used for crucifizion."?

Whal il someone in our doy dbd find the serwval cross of
Christ and could prove it to be mch? This would be of grest
interest, of course; but would there be any virtae n that
plece of wood? Mo, for the cros has already served its pur-
pose aa did the brase serpent of Moses. We recall thod “Moses
made o serpenl of brase, and pul it wpon a pobe, and it come
tor pass, that il o serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld
the serpent of brass, be lived” | Nambers 21:9), Lifting up the
serpenl n the wildemess was a type of the way Chrst was
Lifted up in desth (John 3:15), But sfter the hrass serponi
had served e intended pamgsoss, the limselltes kept it sroamd
pnd mpde an ol oot of it! Thus, centuries later, Hezekiah
“obid that which was right in the sight of the Lord, he e
moved the high places, and brake the mages and eut down
the groves, and frake in pieces the braven serpeni that Moses
had made: for onio those days the childien of lsrael did
bum oense to 14 (2 Eings 18:14). Hezokinh «id “mght"
=mal anly by destroying feathen fdoli—but even that which
God had ordained, for it hed served ils orgina purpose snd
wis now being used in n superstitious way. On this same
basds, I the original cross wa still in existence, there would
b e readon bo set i up as an object of worship, And if there
woukd be no power in e orginel crose, how much les
there i a mere piece of wood dn 0y skape?

FEven gs the pagan Egyptisns had el up obelisks, not only
ag n-apmidied of their god, but in some esses the vory mape
was beliewed to posses supematural power, even 60 did seme
come io regard the cros. Had it nol helped Constantine in
the Batile of Milvian Hridge? Had not the crom worked mi-
rackes for Helena? It come to be megerded s an imge that
coitld scare away ovil spiritas. It was wom & 8 charm, 1§ was
ploced at the top of church steeples Lo faghten away Lght-
ning, yot berauss of itx high position, was the very thing Ut
atirncted lghtning! The use of the cross in privete homes was
supposed Lo woend off troubde and disease, Many pieces of

pisces of the "originsl" cros—were sold
end exchanged as protectors pod charms.
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CHAFTER EIGHT

:-Rc E‘eﬁm Jﬁ?ﬂmnﬂidm

HE GROSS SUPERSTITHON that hes socompanied
the use of relics reveals the deception and inconsis-
terey with which Romanism has been plagaed for conturies.,
Among the most highly venernted relics have béen pisces
of the “Erie crom.” So many of thess wern seatbersd Uinough-
ot Europe and other parts of the warld that Calvin onoe said
that i all pleces wern guthered Logedlier, they wouold form
n good ship-toed; yet the cross of Chdst wad carried by one
individun!! Are we to believe thok these picces mirscuiouely
multiplied s when Jesus blesed the loaves and finhies? Such
was apparently the belie! of Bl. Faulinus who spoke of “The
af the Cross, L. e thal i oever grew smaller
in Hze, no matter how many pleces wore detached from it™1"
The moted reformer, John Calvin ( 1508-1564), mentionsd
the inconsistency of viarous selics of his day. Several
churches claimed to have the crown of thoms; others tho
wiiter-paie usnd by Jesus n the miesele of Cana, Some of the
wine was to be found st Orlesns. Concerning o piece of
broiled fish Peter offered Jesop, Cabvin sabd, 11 masi have
hoon wondvously well salted, if it hos kept for such o long
seried of mges.” The erib of Jesus was exhibited Tor veners-
tion svery Christmas eve ot St Mary Majors in Rome. Sever-
&l churches claimed o have the boby clolhes of Jésus, The
church of SL James n Rome displayed the altar on which
Jozumn wan pilnced whien e was presented n the temple. Even
the foreskin (from his cireumicislon) was shown by the moaks
of Charroox, who, os o proof of Hé geouineness, declared
that it vielded drops of blood,® Several churches claimed to
posdess the “holy prepuce”, including o church af Coulombs,
France, the Church of Bt John in Rome, and the Church of
Puy in Velay!?
Othar relics melude Joseph's carpenter Looks, bones of the
donkey oo which Jesus rode into Jerusalem, the cup used
al the Last Supper, the empty pumee of Judas, Pilate's bosin,
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the coal of purple thrown over Jesus by e mocking soldiers,
e iponge lifted to him oo the dross; nails fraom e ohoss,
specimens of the boir of the Vigin Mery {(some bhrown,
sne blond, seme ved, and some klack), her skiris, wedding
ring, slippemn, veil, and even 3 bottle of the milli on which
Jestis lund been suekled ®

According to Cptholie belief, Mary's body was taken to
hopven. But several difforont churches in Euwrops did cleim
to have the boedy of Mary's mother, even though we konow
muisthing alsout bes and she woi ol sven given U fnme S,
Ann' until @ fow centuries ngo! Even more difficdlt is the
ghory mbomi Mary's sosse. Catholics believe that the house
im which Mary lived al ¥ezererh B now in the lttle town of
Lereia, ltaly, hoving been tmansporied there &y angeis!

Tie Carhalic Erncpotopedis gaysr “Sinee the fifteenth con-
tury, and possibly even earlier, the "Holy House® of Loreto
has been numbered among the most famous sheines of ltaly...
The Interior measires ofly thicty-one feet by thirteen. An
altar siands at one end beneath = stotue, hlsckened with age,
of the Vingin Mother and her Divine Infant..venemble
throughout the world on sccpunt of the [Hvine myaleries
accomplished m LIt B here that most boly Marg, Mothes
of God, was bormn; here thial she was salubed by the Angel;
here that the etermol Word was made Flesh, Angels conveyed

Taterior af “Holy Howse' ar Loreio
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"I'I:.ruyurllllzt,ll:l.lhd-heﬂn.l.hg the pantifients of
Boniface VIIT, it was comried again by the minktry of angels
and placed in & wooed.,where baving changed its stalion
thrice In the pourse of & year, ol leagth, by the will of Gad i
took dp its permonedt posllion on this spot.. That the tradi-
tions thus holdly proclaimed o the world have been fully
sanctiened by the Holy Ses cannot for & moment resiaio in
doubl. More than foriy-seses popes hayve n voriois wisys
rendered honor o the shrine, and an imeerss rm by of
Bulls snd Briefs prockim wickour guoliffcativa the identity
ﬂfﬂlﬂiﬂl:ﬂhmu.l[ﬂmm with the Holy House of Nuxa-
reth™f

The venemation of dend bodies of martye was ondered by
the Council of Trent, the Councll which sls ooddemed
those who did not believe in rolics: “The holy bodfes of
holy moriyrs..are to be venersied by the faithful, for
throagh these bodies mary beoefils are besbowad by God an
mm, 0 that they whao offirn that veneration and bonot ans
ot due o the pelics of the spints_ aore wholly to be oon-
demned, ae the Church has already long since condemned,
and wlss now condemns them.™® Becnuse §@ wos believed
st “magy benelits’™ could come through the bones of desd
men, the sale of bodies and bones became big business!

In aboue THO, long Tives of wsgons constantly cams o
Home bringing immense gquantites of shulls and lhlul!-nm
whichh were soried, labeled, and sold by the popes.’ Graves
mﬂnﬂtﬂhyn@tﬂhﬁhutﬁ.ﬂthﬂm
watched by armed men! “Rome", soys Grogoroviue, wos
like & mouldering cemetery in which hyonas howled and
foight as they dug greedily after corpess.” There 8 in the
Church of 8¢ Preasede 0 morhle slab which stales that in 817,
Pops Paschal had the bodies of 2300 mmdys fransfeceed
from cemeterses to this church® When Pope Boniface TV
converted the Pantheon inbo o Chdstian church i aboat G046,
“iwenty-cight onrtloads of sacred bones were sadd to have
hesm romoved froom the Catacombe and placed in s proghyry
hasin beneath the high st

Flacing booes benesth a church o other velics . ware
poquited to “consecrate” the ground snd bidding.'® The
Cnastle Church st Wittenbery, to the door of which Luthar



nailed his famoos “Ninety-five Thes=", had 19,0040 saintly
relical " Blshops wore forbiddes by the second Nicaesn
Council in 787 to dedicate a building if no relics were pres-
emt) the penalty for so dolng was sxcommunication! Wers
these ideas taken from the Bibkbe ar Deam poagan lim *

In the ald legenads, when Nimrod the false “savior™ of Ba-
bylon died, hiz body was tom Hmb From lmb—part being
baried ane place, and part snother, When he wad “resurmec-
ted™", hecoming the gun-god, it wes taught thot he wos now in
& different body, the members of the old body bemg left
ohind. This is in codirast to the death of the true savior,
Josue Christ, of whom it wes prophesied, A bone of lim
shall not be broken™ (John 18:36) mmd who was resuenecied
in the rrue sense of the word., The resurrection of Christ
tesulted i mn cmpiy  tomb, no parts of s body boeing left
behind for melics!

In the old mystery religion, the various ploaces where it
wns helieved & bone of thelr god was burded were considered
ascrnd— conpecmbed™ by o bone. "Eﬂﬂﬂ wos covepsd with
wepubchres of its mortyred god; and many a beg and aem and
shiull, all vowhed to be pemuine, were exhibited in the rival
burying places for the adomtion of the Egyptian faithful,™ 2

The inflsence of Egypt on the children of lmel 18 s-
denced i thelr setting up of the golden onlf. Since Ejypd
woe i place of multiplicd relics, the wisdom of God o tha
geceet buerjal of Moses is apparent {Deat. 34:6). No one loww
ihe place of hin barfal and no sacrod pilgrimoges could: be
made bo his tomb. Yaars loter, the brass seepent that Moses
mmde was nomed “Nehusion®™ and was worshippod as a
sacred melic by the lsraehies (2. Kings 18:4). I such bdobatry
wis practiced with something Moses made, how much deeper
in idolatry would they have gone had they posiessed one of
his bonest

Pearhaps needlos to say, the use of relics §s very ancient and
did not originote with Christisiity. The Catholic Bacycho-
pedin vighily save that the ose “of some object, notably pard
of the body or clothes, remaining aa & momorial of @ departed
anind"™ was ln exfstonce “before the propagpitlon of Chnstinn-
ily" and “the venernllon of elles, n fact, |8 to some extent
o primitive instinct esocinted  with mamy obier eeligious
wyaremi besides that of Christinnity,"'3 If Christ and the
apoatles did moi wee pelics, but the usy of sech was known



prior fo Christlonity and smong other meligiones, do we nol
hove anolher szamiple of & pagon idea heing *Chriatisnized” T

We do not see thal relies hove any part in true worship,
for *God s & Splrit: snd they that wormshilp him must worship
him in-spicit and o rreeh ™ (Johe 4:24). The extrembnon to
which the uie of relbes has led, is certainly nod “truth,” Some
af the bones that were b one tme sceluimed as the bones of
salnta have been expossd ma the hones of arimals! In Spain,
a cathedral once displayed what was said to be part of & wing
of the angel Gabrisl when he visited Mary, Upon investigs-
thon, however, it was Tound (o be 8 magnificent ostrick
feather!'® Tt is not nocessary to labor long on this poinl, The
Catholic Encyclopedia iteell vecognizes that many relles ars
doubtful, “Many of the mor aheient mics duly exhibited
for venerstbom in the great sanctuariss of Christendom or
even ot Rome itsell must now be pronounced to be olther
cectalnly spuricus or opon to grove swapiclon o diffieultiss
might be urged agsinsi the smpposed ‘column of the fngel-
Intion' veneratedd ol Rome in the Charch of Santa Prossede
and agminat mary cther frmons pelive 1B

How, then, i this ducrepancy explaimed? The Carkolle
Frewelopedis continues: *..no dishonor s done to God by
the continuance of an eerer which hiss beeo handed down
in perfect pood fbith for mony centuries.. Hence there is
justifiestion for the practice of the Holy Ses in allowing the
cult of certain doubtful ancient relics to continee'®
Bul, sgaln, we would point oot thoi true worship i o spleli
and i fruth—not by the continumies of an error. Even if
war ffid hove one of Mary's hairs, or 3 bone of the spostle
Paul, or the robe of Jesus, would God be pleased with theso
things boing st up as objecis of worship? According bo the
example of the bras sorpont of Moses, bo would nol. We can
only psk: if there woilld be a6 real virue 6 the acfesl haeir,
hone, or robe, how much less merit can there be in refles
which are known to bo Gk



CHAPTER NINE

M HE SALE OF relies, dhurdh offiees, and indulgences
became big business within the church of the Middle
Apes, Pope Boniface VI declared n jubies for the year 1300
and pdfered fibemd indulgences 1o those who wouold make
& pilgrmage to St Peter’s, An sstlmated 2, 000, D0 peapls
enme within that yesr and deposited such treasure before
the supposed tomb of St Peter thal two priests with rakes
in their hands wers Kept busy day and night reking up the
money,! Mich of this was used by the pope to enrich ki
own relativer—the Gaetani=who bought numerous casthes
anet splendid sstates in Latium, This was strongly resented by
the peaple af Home,

From the days of Constantine, the Homan church had
inereased in wealth at o rapkd pace. Lo the Middle Ages, tha
church owned entive cities snd large portions of land, Thoss
whao lived in Catholie countries wore requoired to pay tazes
to the church. This wak nob giving from the heart, hot Teos
paid “of necersity"™—s principle which was oppassd by the
apostle Paul (2 Cor, 9:7), In those days, few people koew
how bo wrile, so priests were often involved in drafting wills,
In 1170 Pope Alexnnder Ll decreed that no one could meka
a valid will except in the pressisce of a préest] Any seculsr
Manup-manmh-m
stances} was to be excommunicsted!® Ofien o priest wis the
lnst person o be with a dying man, for he would give the list
rites, the Extreme Unction, With such armangesments, we can
b s the Bomish church was well remem bared,

Muthnmﬂn'muqmﬂ:.ﬂﬂhﬂ_nfhﬂlw.
The Carhulie Encyclopediy oxploine that sns commibled
after baptiam (which for & Catholke B wually in infancy !}
enn be forgiven through the semmend of pesames, *bat
there still rmmpine the remporsl pierichsear u-q_l.uud by
Diiwine justics, ond this requirement must be fulfilled eitloer
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v the present life or in e wotld fo come, Le, in furgeiory
An indulgence offers the penifent simaer the moeons of dis-
charging this debl during this life on earth.”? Many have
only hod a general ides of what the word indulgence implies.

Another thing that is not well-known sbout indulgences
in the basls, pecording to Catholic belief, on which such are
granted, Accoeding to The Catholle Emepefopedis, thie hnsis
or sooyer for ndulgences & the “Tooasury,™ This inchides
the Infinite redemptive work of Chrst who i the proplie
tiiting for alns {1 John 2:2), “berides “—nothe tha wordl=
ihare nre Uhe satisfaetory works of the Sisiced Virkin Moy
undiminished by any pesalty due tosn, and the virues,
penances, and sufferings of (e sainis vastly exceeding any
bemporal punishment which (hese servanis of God might
have metirred. " Bevmuse of the works thess have performed,
thiern i on extrn supply or treasury of merits, merits which
maka it possible for indulgences (o be shared with others of
the church who hove not besi ad saintly! Such was the doe-
trine dogmatically sei forih in the Bull *Unigenitus™ of CGle
meat V1 in 1343, * Acconding Lo Catholic dectrine, therefore,
the sowres of Indulpences s constiivted by the morite of
Chirist anad the szimis "™

But if Christ " the propitistion for our sne” and his
blood “cleansoth us from off sin™ (1 John 1:7; 2:2), in what
woy can the merits of Mary and other salnis possibly add Lo
this? What Mary or other saints did can edd nothing to
the completed work of Christ st Colvary. To us, such rig-
marele provides no support for the indulgence dectrine,
but idenlifies it, mthor, ns o mon-mads fabdestion.

Withoul a proper scriptuml foundotion, il & little wonder
that the iden of indulpences led o many abises, Because
granting indulgences was commonly tinked with money, The
Cathotic Encpeloped s makes such stnbements &t “the prae-
tice was fraughl with grave danger, snd soon became 8 fruit-
ful spurce of evil.n menns of mising oonry...ndokgences
were employed by mercenory ecolesisstics as o means of

gain...abuses wore widosprend™!®

Ome of the abuses was thot some who sobd indulpences (o
sinners were grester sinners themselves, Aboat 14650, Thomas
Gascoigne, Chanesllor of Oxford University, complained that
the indulgence sellers wonld wander over the lond nnd ksse
a letter of poardon, sometimes for the poyment of two pence,



Woodew! of indulgence saler by Jorg fireu
the Elger§ I'6th con tiry |\

aometimes for a glas of beer, for the hire of o hardot, or for
enrnal love ®

Al the tme of Maortin Lother, bocsuse of constmiclion
waork on BL Peter's, a special drive was made by the pope to
mise money through the geanting of indulgences. John Tet-
gel, known to be o man of poor comduct, but one who had
abilliy a4 o guack fund rmisor, was appointed Lo sell indul-
genees i Germany. The following s given a2 an eyewilnes
deseription of Teteel's enley niea German town, "When the
indulgence-seller apgrosched the town, the Bull (the pope's
official document} was corred bhefore him o6 a elolh af vel-
vt and gold, and all the priests and monks, e town council,
the schoolmasters and their scholars, and all the men and
women wend out Lo meed bim with bansors and candies and
eongs, forming o great processlon; thens with baells Finging nnd
ompan:. playving, they socompanied him to the priscipal
churchiy a eross wid sed op m the midst of the church and the
pope’s banner displayéd; in short, ana might think they wers
roceiving God himsell. In front of the oross wae pleced &
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large iron chest to receive the money, and then the peaple
wore tnduced in varieis ways @ buy indolpeness.™

It i sald that Totzel carvied with him o pictums of the devil
tormenting souks in purgatory and frequently repeated the
words thal apgeared on te maney boxt Sobeld der pfiemning
iy kavpem kifage, ke yeel” ous dem Fegfeudr gpefagd, which
frenly trnalated means, **As soon s he money o the casked
rings, the troubled soul from Pargetory springs.” The rich
gave large donmtions, while poverty stricken peasants sacrifi-
ced what they could in order to help their loved ones in Pur.
gotory or to ablam pardon for their awn sing.

In Madieyal universities, those who wished Lo advecale ¢or-
tain opinions would publicly post “theses"—stalements of
their ideas—and invibe discussion on thess points, Following
this eumtom, Martin Luther nailed his
famous MNinety-five Theses b the door
of iw Castle Church in Wiltenberg,
Germany. (His twenty-seventh poind
was against the ides thot ps spon §s
money wenl loto the collection box
that pouls would escape from Py
gatory.) Bt wns nol ab the Costlo
Chuareh,  howeser, that ‘Tetzsl
preiched. Indulgencs preaching  was
not pllowed In Wittenberg., Bk
many of the peaple from Wibtonhery
badl pone to hear Teizel speak ot
Juterbog, a nearby {own.

Luiler begnn to speak ol agnbist
ithe slling of indulgenees and, eventi-
ally, againat indulgences as such, He was denounced in o Bull
of Pope Leo X for saying, “Indulpences sre pious frouds. . In-
dulgences do not avail thoss who really gain them for the
remisgton of the penalty due to actasl sin n the sight of
God's justice.”

The wark of the Reformotion did » good job in exposing
the shuses of giving money n bebolf of soule in Purgsiory.
Today people are not Lold thal mopey can pay for the
relense of ivese Lomented souls. Neveriheless, the giving of
money and prayers for the dead go hond in hand, Binee
priests must sdmit they have no way o lmow when souls
setunlly pas out of Purgetory inbb Heaven, there is never

B



really a seitled peace in Lhe matier. There |5 always the possi-
bility thot more mooey should be given on belhalf of loved
oqes wha hove died, To play upoa the love and tender mem-
orbes aff beresved people, to take money for masses and long
prayems, hrings to mind thess Jewish pricsts ot the time of
Jdesus who would “devonr widows' houses, and for o pre-
temce make foag praver™ (Matd, 23{14)

High Mass can be vory sxpensive, depending on the fowers,
candies, and namber of priests tnking part, I8 s sung in o loud
Inrltuh'ndfr The low Mass, on the other band, & moch les

wkx candles are used and §0 & repeated inoa
low vaive, The Lrish have o saying, "High money, HIGH Mass;
fow money, LOW Mass; no money, NO MASS!™

Those who die without anyope to pay for Masses in their
beholf are called the “forpetton souls in Purgatory.” Fow-
ever, Lhese pre remembered In speclal prayers an Movembier 2,
“ ATl Soail’s Day."” Il a Cathaolic fears he might bepome one of
the “forgoiten souk®™, he may join the Purngatorian Bociety
which wns estahlizthed in 1866. A contribolion each vear to
the soaiety will pssare him that, upon his death, prayers will
b said for his soul. Durlng World War 11, the Archhishop of
Winnipeg, in o letier dated Morch 1, 1944, wrged Roman
Catholle mothers to pusresier the slvation of their sons
from Furgatory by the peyment to him of 540 for pmyers
and maskes it their behall

I will say it here gquite clearty, wheiher he be Pagan Fapal,
Protostont, or Pentocoetsl, no pops, priest, or preachar con
gusrantee the salyation of anyone, fiving nor dead, on the
basis of any emound of mosey ghven for his prayes. The Bible
gays it is hord for a nch man to enter into the kingdom of
heoven (Matt, 19:23, 34). But il the payment of money
eolild halp a person escape from Purgatory and go to Heaven,
just Use rererze would be tree, Instead of it belng “had™
for o dch man {0 enter heoven, riches would be a Yhelp "

Tha BHible says, “They that trust m their wealth, and boast
themsolves in the multitudo of riches; none of them can by
any means rédesm his brother, noe give o God o mnsom for
him" |Peabms 48:6,7). I money connol redeom o brother
who B alive, bow could H redeem him i he s dead” There
can be no mistake as o where Mefer stood on the moluer. He
plainty =ays we are “NOT redeermed with comroptibile things
&= gilver and gold..but with the precious blood of Christ, as



of » lemb without blemish snd without spot™ {1 FPeler 1:15,
18} When the fommer Samaria sorcerer offeced matey to
ohiain o gift of God, Peler said, “To hell with you and your
my!l{n-mmmrﬂuﬂﬂﬂﬂh“fihaﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ“"
{Acts B:20% Thess words are from the tanslation by J. B,
Phillips to which he adds o fooinote: “Thess are exactly
what the Creel means, [i i o pity that their ceal menning
= oheeured by moders slang.™

Roman Cathiolic jdeas aboul Purgatery (amd prayers o help
those in Purgatory | were not the teachings of Christ and the
ppostles. Such were nolb tought within the Homish chirch
bo any grest degres until around G080 when Pope Gregory the
Grent mogde claims about o riied state—a place for the punif-
cation of souls belore their entrance o heaveo—and did not
become an setunl dogma undll the Council of Florenss in
1459,

During the twelfth orotury, & legend was spread which
claimed that SL Patrdek had found the sctupl eoimnee to
Purgntory. In onder o convines somes doubitors, he had a very
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deop pit dug m lrelond, o which several monks descsided,
Upon their retom, mnid the tale, they deseribed Purgatory
md Hell with discouraging vividness. In 1163, the [rish
knight Owen clodmed he had also gons down Urrough the pit
into the anderworld. Tourists came fram far ond nesr o it
the gpot, Thon finaneial abuzes developed and in 1497 Fope
Aleginder V1 ordeved it closed as o frond.” Three yeam
laler, however, Fope Benedict X1V preached and published
ot Home o sermion in favor of Patrick's Purgotory. B

Bofinfs phout & purgatory Geve been proand o long Eime.
Ploto who bved from 427 o 347 B. C. spoke of the Crphic
fenchers of his day “who Ooeck to the rich man’s doors, and
iry to persiode him thol they bave o power at their commpnad,
which thay procure from henven, and which smabies them by
sserifices and incaniatlon..to make smends for any erime
commitbed by the mdividunl himself, or his ancesbors. . Thelr
myeieres deliver ws from the torments of the other warld,
while the neglnct of them is punished by an rwful doom.™?

Chirese
Ruddhizin
huying
irdulgences,

There & an elaborate dedcriplion of purgolorial sulfering in
the sered wrtings of Huddhism. There have been times when
a0 many of the Chinose Haddhists csme to buy penyers for
the defiverance of their loved ones from purgalory thal spe-
cial shops were sel up for this purpose. | Above illustration. )
In the religion of Zoroastoer, soulk are taken through twelve
stxges hefore they are sulficiently puorified (o enter hesven.
The Slodcé conceived of a middle place of enbighienment
which they ealled Empurosis, that s, a0 plaee of fe, ™10
According to Moslern doctrine, the angels Munnker amd
Nakier question those whi die as to thelr religlon and progahet,
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Many of these go into purgatory, bt through money given to
o priesd an eaeape may be provided,

The concept of giving money on bohnlf of the dead s very
ancient, & point which moy be seen within the Bible itsell.
Apparently the lanelites wore cxposed to Uil belief, for they
were warned nob Lo give money “for the dead”’ (Deut. 36;
14}, After presenting detailed evidence for his conchusion,
Hislop savs: “In every system, thesefore, cxcopr phad of the
fible, the dectrine of purgatory after death, and m-lrml’n:
the dend, has slways been found to occupy o place,™

Bahy affered
: fo Miolech

It &5 vory possible thot concepls alsout purgntory and cor
tain idess linked with Molech worship all stemmed from the
samp source, 1L appears that varkous notions had the ides that
fire, in one wny or another, wans necessary (o cloanse fram
gin. The leraelites were repeatedly forbidden to let thely seed
pass {hrough the fiee o Mobech™ (Ley, 18:Z1, Jer, 32:35,
2 Kings 23:10%, Maolech (who some identify with Bel or MNim-
rod) wm worshipped “with human saerifices, purlfieations...
with mutilation, vows of celibasy and vieginity, and desstion
af the firsthom.*"? Somatimes ho was represented as a har-
rihle idod with fre buming lmshie so it what was placed in
ki wrens was comumed. o the above fllustratlon, 8 heathon
priest hus taken s boby from its mother to be offered Lo
Molech. Lest the pprepis should relemt, o lowd nokbe W
made on drims fo hide the sceeams, The wond Tor dinms is
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rephim from which comes the word "'Tn]ﬂ'u:l'.,""u the pﬂ.-:-:
mumtioned in vermes mach g devemioh Tl “They hove baikl
the high place of Tophet...to bars their sons and thair deagh-
ters in the fire,” While dnons sounded, bands played, and
pricsta chonted, humon sacrifices were devoured in the flames,

How pitiful to think that by such cniel rites, or by the pay-
ment of money, man think they can pay for their gins, The
goed news i that the price has already been pald—by Jesus
Clhrisil Bolvation f& by grace—by favor that eould never be
merited by money, humon works, or scrifices. “For by
GRACE are ye saved through feirh; and that not of your
pelves: it is the GIFT of God: mot of works, losl ooy man
should bosst™ (Eph, 2:8, 9}
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CHAPTER TEN

Wes pehr the First papf?

"'l\ TANDING AT THE head of the Roman Cniholic
% church & the pope of Home. This mar—aceording
bo Catholie doctrine—is the eorthly kead of the church and
aueeessos of the apoatle Peler, According to this belinf, Clursg
uppointed Peter ae the frsd pope, wha n fum went (o Roann
and served in this capacily for twenty-five yenrs. Beginning
with Peter, the Cetholic church claims & succesion of popes
which has continued to this day. This & a very importond parl
aof Homan Cathalie doctrine. Bul do the seriptures ionch Cthat
Christ ondained ONE man o be above all others o his
church? Can we find any scriptural suthorty for the offics
of & pope, a suprems pontiff? Did the enrly Chidstians recog-
nize Peker as such?

To the contrary, the scriptores cleardy show there was o
b am syuslisy smong the members of the church and that
CHRIST “is tha head of the chusch™ {th_ﬁ'.ﬂﬂ'l. Hok e
papef

dames and Jobn opee cams o Jesus asking i one of them
mighi sit on his right hand and the other on bis lefi 0 the
kingdom. (In Esstern kingdoms, the two principal ministers
of sitate, mnking next in authority to the king, hold thess
positions. | If the Roman Catholic claim is troe, it spems that
Jesus would hove oxplnined that be hed given the place on his
right tno Meter amd ddid not intend Lo ereste any position on
the eft! Bot to the contmry, here was the pewer of Jesi
“YWi know that the princes of the Gentiles exorcise dominion
over them, and they that sre griat exorcise dominion upon
them, but il shall re be so among you™ (M. T0:35-43).

in this stntement, Jesas plainly said thol none of them was
o be o maler over the others. Inatead, be tought an equality—
clearly denying the principles thot are nvolved n having »
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pope nding over Ehe church as the Blshop of bishops!

Jesus further taughi the coneept of equallty by waming ihe
disciples againat wsing flattering titles such as “father™ (the
word "pope” means father), Rabhi, or Master, "Far one =
vour Master, even Christ™, he sald, “ad all ye are brethoen™
(Miatt, 23:4:100 The idea that oo of them was 1o be sxaliod
tuﬂ'ﬂpﬂﬁﬂmu{pﬂpﬁhltultﬂ'm'ﬂhlhhw.

Bui Roman Catholics ore taeghil that Peter was given such 5
superior podition that the entre church wes bailt upon him!
The verse thab s used to sapport this claim i= Matthew 162
181 “And T say untn thee, thoi thou art Peter, snd upon this
rock T will build my church; and the gates of hell shafl nob
privall agninst it."

If we take this verse in s soiting, howeyer, we con see thai
thir chiurch was nol builk on Peder, bul on CHRIET. In the
verses just befors, Jesus asked the disciples who men wers
saying thai he was, Some said he wes John the Bapiist, some
Elijoh; others thought he was Joromish o one of the proph-
ete. Then Jesis anked: “Hol whom sy e thot [ am? To
this, Peier repliad: " Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Lving
Geowd,™ Then it was that Jesus sabd, “Thouw art Peter (peros—a
stone, o rock), and apon this rock (perre—a mass of rock—the
great foundntion rock of trudk thal Peler had just exprossed)
I will build my church." The rock upon which the brue
church was to be bailt was connected with Peter's sratemens
=HThou ari the Chrsi*—and so0 the triee foundation upon
wiiich Uhe church wos bulll wis Christ himself, ot Peter,

Peter himself declured that Christ was the foundation rock
(1 Peder 2:4-8). He spoke of Christ pa “ithe siome whicls was
ﬂtnihn.g;ﬁ.tnfymhniﬁhn:_,ﬂmihnuﬁmulhhnnm
any ather™ {Acis 4111, 12). The church was built on Christ.
He & the true foundation and there is no other foundation:
“For other foumdallon can no mon lay than that is laid,
which & Jedis Cheied™ {1 Coe3:11%

When Jesis spoke of bullding his church gpon 2 rock, the
disciples didd not take this to moan he wis exalting Peter to
ke their pope, for two chapiers |ster they ssked Jesuas o
quostion sbout who was the GREATEST (Matt, 18:1). If
dequE had taught that Peter was the one upon whom the
church was bo be boili—=if thin veme proved that Peler was to
be the pope—ihe disciples would have mitomatically known
who was the grestest pmong them!

Actuslly, it wis not until the time of Calixtos, who was
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bishop of Home from 218 to 223, thot Matthew 16:18 was
ined [noan attempt to prove the church was huilt on Peler
and that the hishop of Rome was his soccesor.

If we take n close look st Peter in the Scrigtures, it
becormes appatent thal Peter was not n pope pt pll!

1. Peter wns married. The fact that Peter was & married man
dipes pod harmonize with the Catholic podition thal & paope
is to be unmarmied. The Scripbures iell us that Perer'’s wife's
muther wod hepbed of s fever (Matt. B:14). (4 sourse thero
couldn’t be a “Peber's wife's mothers'” i Peter didn't have &
wife! Even yeams later Paul made o statement wihich shows
that the apostles had wives—including Cephas (1 Cor. 1:5),
Caphas was Paters Arnmnic nnma{dohn 1:42],

2. Peter would not aflow men to bow dows o him, Whon
Peter come into his houss, “*Comelius mel him, and Fell
down st his foet, and worshipped him. Hut Peter took bim
up, sving, Stand up; | myself am & man' (Acts 10025, 28],
Thin was guite differeni from whai a pope might have aaid,
for men do bow before the pope,

3, Petex did not piece rradition oo a livel with the word of
God Ta the contrary, Petor had Hilde faith in “traditions
from your fathers™ {1 Pater 1:18), His sermon on the day of
Pentecost was flbed with the Wond, not traditions of men.
When the people asked what they shoubd do to gt right with
Cod, Peter did not tell them to have a little wates poured or
sprinklesd on them, Instead, he sid: © Repent and be bepiized
overyong of you in the name of Jeses Christ for the remis-
gdon of sing, and ye shall receive the gt of the Holy Ghoat™
{ Acis 2:38)

4, Peter wan not a pope, for he wore po crowa, Peter him-
gell explained that when the chief shepherd holl sppesr,
then sholl we “poceive o crown of glory Lhat fsdeth mod
pwwy™ (1 Peter 5:4). Simoe Chivst has not yob appeared again,
the erown thot the pope wears |5 not one bestowed wpon him
by Christ. In shori, Peber never acted like a popo, Aever dres-
gad like 3 pope, nover spoke fike o pope, never wrate like a
puope, and people did nod spproach him as a popel

TH



In all probability, m the wery sardy dave of the chueh,
Poter Jid tnke the moai promineni position smong the
apostles. It was FPetor who preached the finit sermon after
the pulpouring of the Holy Spiri ot Pentecost and 3,000
were added to the Losd. Later, it was Poter who fire took
the gospel to the Gentiles, Whenever we fnd & list of the
twelve oposiles in the Bibie, Peter's mume is always men-
tioned fires (Mart, 10:2; Mh, 3:16; Lk 6014 Acis 1013} Bug
nong of thi—nol by any stretoh of the imagsstion—would
indicate that Peter was the pope or universal Bishop of bish-
o]

While Feder apparenily did take the most ootstanding role
of the spostles ot the very beglining, later, PAUL spoms o
kave had the most outstnnding mindstry. As & writer of the
MNew Testament, for example, Poul wrote 100 chapiers with
2335 verses, while Peler only wrote 8 chapiers with 166
worses.

Paul spoke of Peter, Jumes, and Joln s pillors @0 the Chris-
tlan church (Gal, 209k Nevortheless, he could say, “In
MNOTHING am I behind the wery chiefest pposiles™ (2 Cor.
12:11). Bud If Peler haal been the supreme pontiff, the pope,
then eeriainly Poul woalld have been somewhat behingd him.
In Galatians 2:11, we read thot Paul guve a rebukes Lo Poler
“hecauss he was to he hleoned", wordmg which sedms strange
if Peter wis regorded as pn “infallible™ papel

Paul was called “phe apostle of the Gentiles™ (Romans
11:13), wheress Peter’s minksiry was primarily to the Jews
{Giaf, 2:7.0), Thiy fect—in ilself—would seom aufflcisnt to
show Pater wis not bishop of ROME, for Rome wis o Gen-
tile ciiy (ef. Acts T8:25 All of this s indeed highly signifi-
cant when we conzider thet the antire framework of Roman
Catholicham i based on the claim that Peter wns Rome's
Firel hishop!

There is no proaf, Biblically speaking, that Peter ever wenl
noar Rome! The Mew Testament tolly us he went fo Antioch,
Samaria, Joppa, Caesaren, and other places, but not Bome!
This ls a itrange omision, speclally sinee Home was consid-
ered the most important city in the world|

Fhe Corhplic Encpelopidis’ (articls, "Petor") poinds oul
that & trsdition appoeared a9 early as the thinl centory for the
betiel thal Peter was bishop of Home for (wenty-five years
=these years being (s Jeromie believed) from 42 A. DL unkil
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67 A, T, Bui this viewpalnt is nod withoiit dtimel prohbieme,
Aboul the year 44, Peley was in the eouncil ab Jerusslom
{ Aets 150, About 53, Paul joined him fn Antioch (Gal 211,
About B8, Paul wrode lis better to the Clirstions ot Rome in
which he sent grectings fo (wemiby-soven persons, bt wowdd
memtioned Peier. lmagine o misionary writing to o charch,
gresting  Pwenty-saven of the members by nome, bl nevers
mentioning e pastor]

The sccampunying phatogeaph shows o stotie, supposedly
af Potor, that is locoted in St Petor's al Rome. [ have witk
nesssd long lines of peosple wailling (o pres before K anndl kiss
iite Tooll,

Fapdean
LT R
sl Perer
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B "I IMROD, THE KING and foumder of Bobylon, was
ES8 8 not only its political leader, he was s refipions
lender also. He was o priest-king. From Nimrod descended a
line of priest-kings—each standing ot the derd of the occult
Babylonlan mystery religlon. This line contlaued on down to
the davs of Belshozzar of whom we reasd im the Rible, Hln'_l'
are familine with the feast he heold in Babylon when the
mysteriows hapndwriting sppeared on the wall, Sema have
failed Lo recogulze, however, that Uthis gatherng was more
than = mere social party! 1§ wns a relipiows gathering, a
calehration of the Bshylopian mystoriee of which Belshazzar
was the head at that tme. “They drank wine, and praiied the
pods of gobd, and of silver, and of b, of iron, of wood, and
of stone™ {Dan, §:4). Adding to the blasphemy of the occa-
gion, they drank their wine from the holy vessels of the Lord
which hed been taken from the Jemaealern temple. This
plismpl o mic Usad which was boly whih that which was
heathenism  brought  shout Divine judgment. Bobylon was
minrfied For diooan. T

The ancient city & now in mins, wnin- 1'1--.-:I
habited, desolete (Jer. 50:39; 61:62) [P
There i& & rallroad which runs from |
Baghdad to Haira which passes closs |
by, A sign written in English and Arabic [
says; “Babylon Halt, Trains stop hene
to pick up passengers.” The only pas-
sengers, however, are tourists who come
to lnspect the nins, Bul though ihe
city woa desiroyed, concepls that were » part of the old
Habylnn religion sirvived!

When Rome conguersd the world, the paganism that had
gpread from Babylon and developed in various nations, was
merged into the religions system of Home. This included the
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hibea of & Suprome Pontiff (Pontifex Maximoas). Thos Baby-
lonion puganism, which had originally been carried oot under
the rubemhip of Mimrod, was united under the rulership of
one ma &t Romao: Julius Cassar, It wes the vear B3 B, C. that
Julive Capgar was officially mcognieed s the “Pontifex
Maximus” of the mystery religion—now established ai Rome,

To Mustraie how this title was used
by the Coesars, we show here an old
Homan coln of Augusius Caesar (B, C
27-14 A D) with his title a5 the “Poni-
Max ™, the hepd of the mysteres. It i
interesting to node thal coins sl s this
were i cinoulstion during the doys of
our Lord's earthly mindstry, “And they
brought unte him o penny, And he saith
unto them, Whose is this image and superscription? They say
unio him, Ceesar’s™ (Mati. 22:17-22),

The Roman emperors |mchading Constaniing ) continued bo
hold the office of Pontifex Maximids antil 376 when Gratian,
for Chriition ressons, rofused it Ve recognized this title wnd
office 08 idolatrows and bispbemous, By this time, however,
the bishep af fome had srisen fo politicel power and pres-
tige, Consequontly, in 378, Demasis, bisthop of Rome, was
elected the Pontifex Maximus—the official high priest of the
mysteries! Since Rome wes considered the most Important
city in the wodd, some of the Christians looked to the bishop
of Bomao s “hithop of bahapa™ and head of the church. This
produced 3 unigue situntion, One man was now looked to ns
heed by both Christisns and pagans, By this time, and
through the years that followed, the stronms of paganism and
Christinnity fowed together, producing what 8 known o8
the Homan Cathalic Chunch, unider
the headshilp of the Pontifex Aloxi-
ms, the Pope

The title Pontifex Maximus |s vo-
peatedly  foand on  inscriplione
throughout Lthe Vatlcan—above the
entry of 8. Peter's, above the stat-
e of Peter, in the dome, above tha
Hody Year Door wiich B opehed
wnly during a jubiles year, eto. The
asccompanying . medal, struck by

Bl



Pope Leo X just before the Heformation, heetimtes one af
the ways thot the titls “Pont. Max.” hes heen weed by the
[FOES,

Bat how eould & men be st one and the same Gme both the
head of the church and the Pontifox Moximus, the head of
the pegan mysberie? In an attempt to cover this discrejmncy,
chireh Jenders sought for simbarties between the two reli-
glome, They knew that if they could find even a few polnts
that each side hed m common, both oolld hame::gedhm
ane, for by this time most were not concerned obout details.
They deslred nimbers and politleal power. Truth was peoond-
ary,

One slriking smilarity was thai the Supreme Pontiff of
paganism bore the Chl]ﬂm title prser o interpreter—the
interpreter of the mystedes.' Here wis an opportunity to

“Christinnize™ the pagen office of Pontifex Maximuos, the
office the hishop ulﬂmn“hﬂﬁ,h}*ﬂmﬂlﬂ“w
HPeter™ or Grand Interprater of Home with Peter the apoatie,
But to make the sposriv Peter the Peter-Roma was not with-
oat its problems, To do so, i wos necessry o teach thet
Potar hod been in Rome. This & the real resson that snee the
Jowirth centiery (and ol before) that numenous ales bepan
to be voiced shout Peter being the first bishop of Rome,?
“hnd sn, o the blinded Cheatians of the dpostasy, the Popo
was the representative of Peter the aposile, while to the inbti-
atedd pagans, he wns only the represeniative of Peter; the n-
terpreter of thelr well-known mystories,

According to an old tradiibon, Nimeod was “ihe opener " of
secrets of mysteries, “ihe fimthom" of deified human beings.
The word trunslnted “openeth™ in vemes sich a8 Exodus
13:8; = Srrong’ Condvrdsnis points out, m the Hebrew
word “peter.™ To what extent things such as this may have
influeaced tradithons that hove besn handed down pbout
Peter and Rome, we cannol say.

Hinee the aposthe Peter wan known ms Sincon Peter, it i
interesting to note that Reme not only had 3 “Peler™, an
opener or interpreier of the mysteries, hut also a meligious
leader named Simon who went there in the fist centary] In
foct, it wos the Simon who hod practiced sorceey o Saenorin
{Acts B-9) that later weni to Home and founded o couember-
feit Christisn religion there! Becauss this sounds so bizame,
in onder to make it clear there s no biss on our part, we
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quots the folowing righl from The Carkolle Encyelopedis
about this Simon: “Justin Maortyr and other early writem
inform us that be afterwnrds went to Rome, worked mirscles
there by the power of demons, and received Divide lomors
bath in Rome and in his own csuntry. Though much exiny-
agant legend afterwards gnthered around the name of this
Bimon... It seems nevertheles probable thot there must be
some foundsiion n fsct for the socount gven by Justin nnd
pecepted by Eusehius, The historical Simon Magus oo deu b
founded some sort of relighon as o counterfeit of Chraeianiny
in which he claimed Lo play i parl analegous fo thof of
Cirire, ™

We know that the Romish church became expert in taking
various idens of traditions and mixing them together nto itz
onn united system of religion. I Simon did baild up o fallow-
ing I Rome, if he received Diwine honors, if he founded o
conmnterfeit Christinn moligion in which he played a part
anslogous G0 Christ, i ib nof possible that such ideas could
hase inflaenced laler troditdons? Peshaps this *Simon’ being
in Roms was later eonfused with Simon Peter. The popes
have clamed to be “Christ in office™ on earth. Apparently
Eimon the sorcerer made the sume clalm o Rope, but we
never read of any such cloim being made by Simon Peler the
apoetla!

Another mixture at Rome mvolved “keys.”" FPor almosg o
thousand years, the people of Rome had believed in the
miystic keys of the pagan god Janus and the goddess Cybele
In Mithreism, one of the main hranches of the mi-n.m'u- that
came (o Home, the sungod cerried two keye” Whea the
emperor cluimed (o be sucessor of the “gods" and the Su-
preme Pontiff of the mysteriss, the koys came to be symbaols
of his wuthority, Later when the bshap of Rome become
the Pontifex Maximus in aboul 378, he mitomatically becamo
the possessor of the mystic keys, This gained recognition for
the pope from the pagans and, agein, these wa the oppor-
tunity to mix Peter into the story. Haod not Christ said o
Peter, "1 will give uolo thee the keys of the kingdom of
heaven' (Makt. TE:L0)T 1L wes nol unill 431, however, that
thit pope publically claimed that the keys e possessed wero
the keys of apthorty given to the aposthe Peler, This was aves
Afty years after the pope had become the Pontifex Mazimus,
the posessor of the heys. For an oxample of how the keys



are shown as symbols of the
pope's authority, sew lhe largs
fan on page BS.

The Eey given to Peter [nd
to all the other disciples)
represented Lhe menage of the
guspel wherehy people coinld
enter the kingdom of God
Because some haye nod rightly
understood  this, it s nob
uncommam for Pater o be
pictored ns  the patekeeper
of heaven, deciding who he
will et ln and who he woa't] Jannir with Ley and eoek
This iz very much Hke the ideas that were pesocinbed with the
pagan gl Janies, for he was the keeper of the doors and gates
in the pagsn mythology of Rame, the opener, Janus, with
key b hand, i shown in the above daawing. He was ropro-
perted with two facer—one voung, the other obd (8 lstes
version of Ninrod lncamated in Teammoz). TE s intenesting
to notice that not oply was the key g symbol of Janus, the
cock wos pleo rogarded o being ssered Lo him." Thero was no
problem (o link the cock with Peter, for hod not & cock
erowed on the night that ho denied the Lord? (John 18:27)

It s ceriain that the title *Supreme Pontiff™ or “Pontifex
Mupocimus" which the pope beas s not o Chelstisn designa-
thom, for it was the tile used by Homan emperors befors the
Christian Fra, The word “pontiff™ comes from the word
pons, “hridge™, and fecie, “make It means “bridge-maler.”
The priest-king emperors of pagan days wors sepnrded as th
makers and guardizns of the bridges of Rome. Eath of them
served as high poest end claimed to be e bridge or connes-
timg link between this Lfe and the noxe,

That branch of the myuedes known as Mithmism grew in
Rome until it become=—l one time—almost the onky faith of
the empire.? The head pricst waa called the Paer Pareum,
that b, the Father of the Fathers,'? Borrowing direetly from
this Eble, ab the head of the Roman Catholic Church, is the
Papn or Pope—ihe Father of Fathers. The "“Father" of Mith-
raism had his seat af Rome then, pod e * Father" of Cathol-
ickamn has his thore now,

The expensive and highly decorsted garmenis that the
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popes wear were not adopied from
Christlanity, hut weore patiemed
afier thoss of the Roman amenom.
The historions have not led this
fact go unnoticed, for irdesd thoir
testimony is that “the vestmenls of
the clergy..werd lngecies  [niam
pegan Bome™*" The /ars crown
that the popes wear—though deco-
rated in different ways at diffesent
times—is identical in shape to Uint
worn by the “gods™ or angels
that are shown on ancient pagan Dagon
Ascyrian iabbets."? 1 & similar to thal seen on Dagon, the
fish-god. {cf, the tiam pictured on page 94},

Dagon was sctuntly but s mystery form of the fulse Babylo-
nizn “savior.! The peme Dagon comes from dog (n word
commonly trandated “fish™ in the Rikle) and means ﬂl'h
god.'? Though # originsted in the paganism of Babylon,'*
Dagon worship became sspecially popular pmong the hea-
thenlstic Philistines (Jodges 16:21-30; 1 Sam. 5:5, G},

Diapon fa M égame h@mlan nlun'p'ﬂwr.

The way that Dagon was depioied on Mesopotamian m:l.ﬂf—
ture & seen bn the drawing above (second Figure from lefe) ¥
Layard, n Bahyrlon and Ninevek, explains that “the head of
tha fish formed o @ irre ghowe ot of tee man, while its scaly,
fan-fike tall fell a8 o ¢losk behind, loaving the human limbs
and fesl exposed ™'® Later, in the development of things,
jimi the top porion remadned as 8 mitre, with the jaws of
the fish dightly opened, On several pagapn Maliese colns, a'
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pod [whose charncieristies
are the same as those of
Osirls, the Egypiian Nim-
rod), is shown with Uhe fish
by removed, and ondy the
fish=hemd mitre remain-
,inll'l'l

&  fomous painting by
Moretio shows SL Ambross
wearing a mitre shaped ke
the hesd of n Osh, This
anme type of mites is wom
by the pope a8 == in the
sketch of Pope Paal V1 as
he delivered & sermon on
“Peger™ during bis historie
visli o the Unlied Staies
in 1985, The picture
on pEge HO alzo phows the
fish-head mitre.

H. A, Ironside says that
the pope in “ihe diréei
successar of the high poest
of the Babylonion mystories
and the servant of the fish-
god Degon for whom he
weary, like h# idolatrous
prodecessors,  the  fEhers
man's ring," Agmin, io mix-
img paguniem and  Chres-
tlamity together, similarities
madde the mixturs Jess obyi-
o, In Lhis cese, since Peler
had been n fsherman, the
fish-godd ring with the titls
Pontifex Maximus insoribed
on W wos associated with
him, Bult a rng like this
wns never wom by Pelor
the Aposile, No one ever
eowed and kssed 4 ring.
He probably didn't even

5, dmbrose, by Moreiio
frixgrerih cémfury ),

Hope Faul i wihiFing A ifrd
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have ons—for silver and gokd had he
none! | Acks 3.

Another cloe to help us solve the

mystery of Babylon modern may
e sen i the gee of the palims
which the pope woars over his
shoulders, The unshridged dictiomn-
rics define [f = a garment that
was wam by the pogar clergy of Failliwm.
Greeco and Rome, bofore the Christian B, In modem times,
mepﬂ]mhmmhnfuﬁhwu-n]wﬂ:himmtﬂﬂ-
lambs which have hesn *“hlsseod™ in the bogilics of 5L Agnes,
Rome. As o symbol that the prchhishops also shore o the
plenitude of the papal office, ihe pope sends the pallivm to
them, Before il i sent, however, it b laid ol nkght on the
supposed tomb of 51, Peter—such 1 practice being a copy of
pragnninm Uil was practbced among the Greeks!

For centuries the Homish church clalmed to posses the very
chair in which Pater had sal and minisiered at Rome, The
Catholic Encyolepedia sxplains that the plates on the front
of this chair show fabulous animak of mythology = well
as the fabled “labors of Hercudes,”'? In another volume of
The Cathelle Encpelopedis, we find thess words: “Cil-

Chair uf Sr. Perer.




i, Wi |.1'.!|-'!i||_||-|:.|,!'_|. tranelormaed ks & HHh!u"l'lﬂlﬂH Her-
culen, would ther be the person desimnatod by the Bibdkoni
Memrol (Mimrod),™'® 16 6 curiown that Nimrod s likensd
L Horcules and carvings sssocinted with Hercules sppesr on
the so-called “Chalr of Peter,” Mome of these things would
omise us o think of this chair 28 being of Christion odgin.

A soientific commission sppointed by Fope Poul in July,
1964, hae now mported that no part of the chair = oid
anough to dite from the daye of Petor. In the official report
o the carlson dating and other besia, i has been dotemined
that the chalr @ no older thon the mmih century. Clearly,
the obld dess about Peter's cholr were interssting, bl ool

T
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Mear the high altir of St Peter's {sea page 43 ) is o large
bronze statie suppossdly of Petor. This statue i looked
upon with the most profeund veneration and (ts food hes
been Livied 80 maony times that the toes ore neady worn
away! The photograph on the previous page ehows a [ormer
pope [(Jokn XXII) abowt to kizs this stotue which was
dresspd up with rich papal robes and a three-tiered papwl
crown for the oecesion.

The pesctics of kissing on idol or statue was borrowed from
pagonism. As we have seen, Baal worship was linked with the
ancient wombip of Nimrod in deified formm (as the san-god).
In the days of Elijah, muoltitudes hod bowed to Banl and
kitied him. *¥et", God gaid, “T have loft me seven thousand
in kernil, all the knees which lave not boewed anto Raal, and
every mouth which hath not kiszed him™ {1 Kings 15:18). In
one of his' “mystery” forms, Nimrod (incomoted in the
yvoung Tammue) was represented ag o cslf. Btataes of calves
were made, worshipped, and kissed! “They sin more and
more, and have mode them molien imoages of thelr silver,
and idols according to their own undemtanding, all of [t the
wiark af the eraftemen: they say to them, Let the men thal
sacrifice ki the calves™ (Hosea 13:1-3), Kissing an idol was
a part of Tinal worship!

Not only wae the prective of kining an kol adopted hy the
Romish church, so was the custom of religlous procoss s
In which jdofs are corried, Such processions are 4 common
part of Reman Ceiholie practics, yet these did not originate
with Chebstianiiy. In the Aftcenth eantury B. C., an moge of
the Babylonian goddess Ishiar wei carded with greal pomp
and ceremony from Babylon to Egypt.?? Idol processions
worg pmcticed in Groeos, Egypt, Ethiopin, Mexico, and sony
odler couwniries in olden times.

The BRible shows the folly of thoss who think pood can
come from idols—idols so poweress they musd be carvied)
Izaiah, in direct mformes to the pods of Babidod, had this to
gny: “They levish gold out of the bag, and weigh sitver in the
balanee, and hire a goldamith; and he maketh it @ god: they
Jull down, ven, they worship, They bear him upon the shoul-
der, they carer him, and apt him in his place, and be standsth
froem lis plece shall he not remove®™ (Traish 46:48, T

Mot only hove such processions contineed in the Boman
Catholic Chunch in which idols nre cordied, bt the pope b2



Pope Faul ¥i emreled div procenfon

also carried in procession, In Isaish's tine the people lovished
silvor and gold on their god. Today expensive garmenis pmd
jewals are placed on the pope, When e pagan god was caor-
ried in peocession, the people fell down and womshipped, sa
on certain occasions do people bow heflore the pope = he
is carried by, Even ae the god wis corrbed “upon the shoul-
ders, 0 do men camy the pope, the god of Catholiclsm,
upeinii Lhelr shoubders in religioas processions!

Oiwver three thousand Years ggo, the very ione pmctice was
known in Egypt, smuch procesgions being o port of the pa
ganism thems, The Hustration an the next page shows the
anchent priest-kinmp of Exvpt being carried through worship-
Ful crowds by twelve men?' A comporison of the papal
procegion of bedsy, and the ancient pagon procession of
Egypt, shows thal the one i a copy of the othor!
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Egpprin
priesr-king
rarried in
PROCEISOR

In the dmwing of tha Egyption pricsl-king we notics the
use of the fohelfum, & boge fan made of feathers. This was
later known a8 the mystic fan of Bacchus. And even = this
fan was cormied In procession with the pagan priest-king, so
alpn mre thess fans corried with the pope on stale occacions.
{ef, the drawing with photo.] As The Encyclogedis Beitan-
wica s5¥8, “When going to solemn cersmonies, (the pope) is
enrried on ihe sedis, o portable chair of red velvel with
high hack, and escorted by two febelll of fenthem."®? That

strong from rings in the legs of the “Chair of Peter™ {page 86)
were intended for earrying-poles, But we can be certain that
the apostle Peler was never carted through crowds of people
bowing to him? (cf. Acts 10:25, 26).
That the papal office wos produssd by a mixters of ps-
ganism ond Christionity there can be Hitle doubl, The pal
e fsh-head mitre, e Babylonish ganments, the oy s
keys, und the litle Fontifex Mosimus were all borrowsd
ism, All of these (hings, and the fact that Christ
" imetitutod the office of pope in hin chirch, plainly
show thal the pope Is pot the vicar of Clirist or the sucopssor
of the apostle Peter.
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CHAPTER TWELVE

p ﬂpﬂf jmmmﬂﬁ'fy

Wy J:
."_l,- N ADDITION TO the conclusive evidence that has
= been given, the very charscier and morals of many of
the popes would tend to identily them as sucesors of pagan
priests, miher than mepresentatives of Christ or Peter. Some
af the popes were so depraved and base in their actiona, even
people who professed no religlon st sll weee ashamed of
them, Such sins an ndultery, sodomy, simony, rape, murder,
and drunkenmoss. are among the sins that have been com-
mitted by popes, To link such sins with men who hove
claimed to be the “Holy Faiher™, “The Viesr of Choist™,
and Bishop of hishops™, may sound shocking, but thoss
scquainted with the hisiory of the papacy well know that
not all popes were holy men.

Pope Sergius 111 (BO4-011)
murder. The snnals of the
church of Bome tell shoot
his life of open sin with
Maroris who hore him several
legitimate children,' Ho was
described by Baroniua as a
“matler'” and by ﬂ:egumlu
# B “lerrorizing  criminsl.”
Aoys 0 historian: “For seven
yoprs this man,. ccoupied the
chalr of 5t. Peter, whils his ; 2
concubine and her Beniramis- Fope Sergior JIF.
like mother held count with o pomp and roluptousness thai
recalled the warse days of the anclenl empire."

This woman—Thendora—likened bto Seminumn |becouse of
her comrupt morals), slong with Marozin, the pope’s conci-
bime, “lilled the papal chair with their paromours and bas
tard sons, and fumed the papal palsce nlo & den of rob-
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bere,*? The reign of Pope Serghus 11 bogan the period known
a3 “ihe male of the kardote™ (904063 )

Pope dohs X (914-928) originelly had been senl to Ra-
vanna as an archbishop, Wit Theodom hod him retammed o
Rome snd appoinied to the papal office, According to
Bishop Lintpeand of Cremoas who wrote s history about
fifty vears after thiz time, “Theodorn supported John's
thection in oeder 1o cover more easly her dlicit relations
with him."* His reign came to a sddom end whon Marosia
smothernd him o death! She wanted him out of the way so
Lea V1 (928-929) could become pope. His relgn was a short
one, however, for he was pssassinated by Marozis when she
leprned bie hod “given his hoart to 0 more degraded woman
than hemelf™® Mol long after this, the toenoge son of Ma-
rozin—under the name of John Xl—became pope, e Cack-
plic Encpelopedin says, “Bome, lnking Liutprand and the
‘Liber Pontiftcalks® ns their lullwn'i.:.r., msmert thal be was the
natural son of Sergius 111 {a former pope), Through the -
trigues of his mother, who nied at that thme in Rome, he
was raksed to the Chair of Peber.™ But in quarreling with
same of his mothor's sndmies, he wos benten and put into jail
where he died from poloning,

In 956 the grandson of Ms-
rozia ol cighteen years of spe
begame pope under the nome
of dohn XIL The Cardoll
Frnevelopedia descrilses him as
“p coarse, immoral mang
whase life was such  thot
tho Lalemmn was spoken of as
d beothel, ond the momd

tion in Home became
the subject of general odinm...
On 6 Movemnber a synod ¢om-
posed  of Afly  Ialiun sod
Germaun bishops was convened
in 5. Poter's; John wae secnsed of escrilege, iimony, pErjury,
murder, adultery, and incest, and wins summoned in wring
io defemd himself, Refuslng o recognize the synod, John
pronounced seffence of scommuniestion against all par-
ticipniors in the assembdy, should they elect in hiz stead
mnother pope..Jobn XII beok bloody vengeance on the

Fope Jokn XIT.
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lenders of the opposite party, Cardinal-Descon Johs had his
right hond steuck off, Behop Otger of Spoyer was scounged, a
high palatine official losl nose and ears. John died on 14
May, P64, eight days alter he hod been, accornding to rumor,
stdcken by paralysis in the sct of adultery,”™ The nobed
Catholie Bshop of Cremoma, Luitprand, who lived ot this
thme wrote: “No hooest lady dered (o show hegsell in public;
for Pope John had no respect either for sinple giels, maned
wamen, or widows—they were stre to be defiled by him, svon
on the tombs of the holy sposties, Peter and Faul™ The
Catholie collection of the Tives of popes, the "Liber Poatlfi-
calis,” said: “He spent his entire life in adultery.™®

Pope Boaifsce VI (8840985} maintained his position
through n lsvish distribution of stolen money. The Bishop of
Orleans referred to him (snd also John XI1 and Leo V1)
o “monsters of guilt, recking in blood and AL end as
“pntichrisl sitting ln the templs of God." The Carivolic Er.
erclopedis says he “overpowered John XIV [Aprl, 984),
thrust him into the dungeons of Bant'Angele, where the
writched man died four months lotor,.. For more than a year
Home endured this wonsrer sieepad in the btood of his pred-
eorssom, Bulb the vengesnce was terrible, After his sudden
death in July, 986, due in all probability to viclenes,the
by ‘of Boniface was exposed to the insulis of the populace,
dragped Uhrough the streets of the elty, and finally, naked
and coversd with wounds, Nung under the statue of Marcus
Aurelivs.. The following moming compesiooote  cleocs
removed the corpse and gave it a Christinn burial. ™

Next came Pope John XV ($85-006) who aplil. the ehurch's
finances among his relotives and corned for hipsell Use pepu-
ttion of being “covetous of flthy locre pnd comupt i alll his
oo s,

Benedici VII (1012-1024) “bought the office of pops
with open hribery,” The following pope, John XX also
bought the pppecy. Being o lsyman, it was necessary for him
ta be passed through sl tho elerical ordems in one doy!
After this, Benedict IX (1033-1045% was made pope a5 a
yiauth 12 years old {or some scoounts say 200 through
money bargnin with the powerful fumilles thot ruled Rome!
He “commitied murders snd adilledes B bheoad davlight,
robbed pilgnms on the graves of the ma a hideous
criminsl, the people drove im out of Rome."® The Carfodic
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Ewcpelppedin anys, "He was a divgrecs to the Cheir of Petar"™

“Sunony"—the boying asnd selling of the popal office—
hecmme & common, and cormupdon so promownced, Chisl
secular rulers stepped in, King Henry 1T appomited Clemeni
I {14B-1047) &0 the offce of pope “becsuss no Boman
clergymem eonld be found who waa free of the pollution of
simony and fomication™! !

A number of the popes had cona:
mikted  murders, but Innocent (11
(1168-12168) ssrpassed all of ks
predecessom in killing. Though he
did noi do the klling Ferscaaily,
he prometed the most devilish
thing in human hisbory—ie J/n
giiritien, Estimpies of the maonber
of heretles that Innocent (not so
immocently ) had killed mm as high
g one million peoplel For over
five hundred yemrs, popes ased the
inguisition o mmniain their power
mguiast those whoe did nol agres

#  with the teschings of the Homish
chureh,

In coaflicis with ecardinals and
longa, pomerous charges wWene
hrought against Pops Boniface VI
(1204-1303). Says The Carkolic
Encyelopedia, “isprraly any pos:
ithbn erime wns omilled=—infdelity,
heresy, simony, oss and wn-
nadural imymorslity; idolatry, magea,
loss of (e Holy Land, death of
Celestine W, sle.. Protestant  is-
toriane, genemlly, and even modim
¥ Cotholic writere ciess him affiong
Bty the wicked popes, a8 an ambitious,
Pope Banifoce VITL :ﬁuﬁi :;.;dui:n:mm::l;luﬂm
whole pontificate one record of evil.™'? It is nol necessary
to imsist that all charpes hroughi pgninst him were boe, bat
wll camnob be dismssed eliher, Durng his eign the poet
Dante visited Home omd descrileed the Vatican as a “sewer of

¢
Pape Tnnaeeat HE
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earmaption,” He pmigned Bondface {along with Popes Nicolns
I and Clement V) to “the lowes poaris of hell,*

Though seeking to pul emphasis on certain good traits of
Bonbfsee, “Catholle historans...admit, however, the explosive
violeoee and offempive phrgeclopy of aome of his publie
documents.""? An example of this “offendve phriseology ™
wiomld bo hiz statement that “to mmjoy onesell end to be
earnally with women or with Puunnmqmmm
mubbing one's hands together,® Om other oocasbons,
apparenily in those “explodive™ moments he called Clirist a
5 " pnd professed Eo be an atheist

Yot—and this ppunds Mlmost wpbelievabie—it was this pops
that i 1302 lsswed the well-known “Unam Sanctam" which
officinfly declzred thai ihe foman Cathodic Church |8 the
only rrue rhorck, outnids of which no one can be saved, md
gaye: “We, therefore, sssert, define and promouncs that i
i mecessary o salvacion b0 belbewve that every human being
in sulsject bo e Pontlfl of Home." Becaouss tiers have been
sinful popes, being “sdbject™ o the pope s ralsed a gques
tiom, Should a snful pope still be oheyed? The Catholio
emswer | this: “A sinful pope.remains & member of the
{wisible) church and i Lo be ireated s o alnful, unjust mles
for whom we st IHI.:.I but from whom we map ko
wirkdrow anr obedience ™ L

From L3R to 1377 the papal palics was pl Avignon,
Frunee, During this thme, Petrarch sceused the papal house-
hold of “rape, sdullery, and ol manner of fomieation.” In
many parshes men imifed on priesis kesping concubines
“as n profection for their own families! 1%

Dhringg the Cooneil of Constance, thres popes, and some-
times four, were cvery moming cursing each other and
calling their opponents  antichrsis, deomons, adultorers,
soclonists, enemies of God and man, Ope of these “popes™,
dobn XX {L4101415) “was accused by dhirty seven wiis
nesses (mostly bishops amd priests) of fomication, aduliory,
incesl, sodomy, simony, theft, and murder! [ was proved by
a leglon of witnesses thal e lad sedoced and violoied three
huridred nins. His own secretary, Miem, aaid that he had sl
Roulogne, kept o harom, where not less then two hondmed
grks had been the victims of lbs labrleity "7 Altogether the
Eﬁun::l.ldinged him with Afty-fosur crimes of the womt
kinid.
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A wotican record eiffers this information about bis mmoral
reign, “His lordship, Pope Jdohn, commitied perversity with
ihe wife of his brother, cest with holy nuns, miercourse
with wirgins, adultery with the married, and all soris of sex
crimaes, . whally given Lo ilesp and other comal dedres, totally
sdverse (o the lfe and teaching of Christ. e was publicly
called the Dewil incarnate.”'? To increase his wealth, Pope
John taxed about everything—including prostitotion, gnm-
hling, snd wury. He has boon colled “ithe most deprined
eriminnl whio ever sat on e papal throne.™

Pope Pius T1 {1458:1464 ) was sald to have boon the father
of many illegltimate children, He “spoke openly of tha meth.
oda he dsed o sedece women, encoursped young men to,
pned pven offered (o mstruct them in methods of, selif-indul-
gence, " Plus was followed by Paul T1 [14684-1471) who
maintained & house full of concabines. His papal tism oui-
welghed & palace in its worth, Next came Fope Sixtues TV
{1471-1484) who financed his wamns by selling chunch offices
to the highest bidders®® und “used the papecy to enrich
himsell and his eelatioes, Ha made slght of his nephews
pardinals, while as wel some of them wers mere boys. In
luxurions ond lavish entectalnment, be rivaled (e Cacpars.
In wenlth and pomp he and his rolatives sorpassed the ald
Romun families. "3

Pope Innocent VI (1484-1492) was (ke father of sixteen
children by various women, Some of his children celobrated
their martages n the Vatican2® The Caiholic Kacypolepedia
mentione  only  *two  illegitimaie
children, Franceichetio and Teo-
doring™ from the dogys of a “lkeen-
tios  youth,"?®  Like numenous
othar popea, hé multiplied chareh
affiees and 2old (hem fof vast soms
all mongy, e permitted ball fights
on 8t Peter’s squane.,

Noxl came Rodergio Bocgin who
took the mamse of Alexander V1
{1492-1508), having won his slec-
tion to the popeoy by bribing the
eardinals. Before bocoming pope,
while a1 cardinal aud archbishog, be el
lived in min with a lady of Rome, Alexanddr ¥
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Vonozea dol Cotomed; ond aftorward, with her daaghter foosn,
v whom he had five childeen. Om hiz corpnntion day, he
appolnied bE sop—a vouth of vile temper and habiti—as
archhishop of Valencin®® Muny comsider Alexander ¥1 io
ba the most cormapt of the Henassance popos. He Dived in
pabl: ineest with his (wo sisters and bis own daugliter,
Lucreiin, from whom, (b 8 sakd, e hed o child, On Oeiober
al; 1601, he conducted a sex orgy in the l||-":|I.i.|:|'.|:|., the egual
of which for shoer horvor hos never heen duplicstod in the
annaks of human history 7%

Avcording o L% magazine, Pope Paul [ (1554-1549)
ma cardinal hod fnthered three sons and & daughter, On the
day of his coronntion he eelebrated the haptism of his iwo
pront-grandehildeen. He appoimted (wo of his lesnags
mephews a8 cordinols, sponsored festivals with « tlan:
cers, und jesters, and soughl sdvice from astrologers.’

Pope Leo X (1513-1521) was born December 11, 1475,
He received toosure ob age 7, was made on abbot st B, and &
cardinal &t 13! The Mosirutkon gven above dhows the Bull
of Fope Leo X On one sde of the leaden seal appean the
apoailes Peter and Paul, on ithe other the pope's name and
ttle. The word “hall® (from & Latin word linksd with sound-
ness) win fimst applied to the seals which authenticated pagpal
documents and later to thie documents alsa,

The Caorholic Encyoippediz says that h;l-l Leo X “gave
himgalf up usrestealesd iy to samusements thal were provided
in tevish nbundance. He was possessed by an insatiable love
of pleasune. He loved Lo glve banguets und expensive enter-
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tainments, sccompanied by revelry und carounng 29
mlﬂngusmﬁmnnﬁnlummmknﬂhprhtnfﬂu
papal church, traveled to Rome. As be caught the Gt
llhumnlﬂum-hﬂhdck;.hnhllmthruﬂndnnd
sid: "Holy Rome, 1 salite thee,” He had not spent much
tme thare, however, nrntlhu-'llutllmnmrm

hohit of saying, *If there i & hell, Romo is buill over it

Cma dny during Lother's vigit to Rom, be noticed & sialue
an ong of the poblic sireeis thal led to S Peler!
siatue of 0 frmaole pope. Because it was an object of disguai
bo the popes, no pope would ever pas down that ceriain
street, "1 pm sstonished”, snid Luiher, “how (he popes
allow the statue o remain.™*? Forty yeam after Luther's
death, the sintue was removed by Pops Sixtue WV,

Though The Creholie Ewcpclopedia regards the story
of pope Joan & 4 mene tale, it gives the followling summoary
“Afier Leo IV (847-865) the Englishman John of Mainz
oecupied the popal chair twa wears, sevon months and fowr
days, he was, it is nlleged, o woman. When o girl, she was
taken Lo Athens ln make clothes by her lover, amd there made
guch progress in leaming that no one wns her equal. Bhe came
to Home, where she aghl scienes, and thoreby otiraoted e
attention of leamed mon...and was fnally chosen o5 pope,
buit, becoming pregnant by one of her trusted attendants, she
gave hirth to o chilid during & procession from St Peter's to
the Laternn., There she died alwmost immediately, snd it is
wabd whe was buried at the same place,™?

Wis there really o female popo? Prior to the Refonmalion
which exposed so much error in the Romish church, the
giory wns believed by chronkclers, bishops, and by popes
themeelves, The Curhnlie Eweyelopedio says, "l the four-
teenth and ffteenth centories this popes wos  oiready
counted as an historenl petsonsge, whoss sxistednce no dae
daubkied Shee had her place among the carred busts which
stond in Sienn cathedral, Under Clement VI (1692-1585),
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und ut his peguest, dhe was trerefopned into Pope Zacharios.
The herelic Hus, in defence of his falss doctring bafore the
Council of Constance, refermed 1o the mnd ne one
offered 1o question the fact of her existence.”* Bome have
questioned how Pops Clement costld have s fomale pape,
namied Jonn, “ieansformed” into 3 male pope, nomed Zacha-
rias, conturies after she had died]

Having mentioned the gros immorality thal has exisied
im the lives of somo of the popes, we do not wich Lo leave
e impresion that 0 popss have been s had = the ones
mentioned, Bui we do belleve ths evidence seriously weakens
the doctrine of “ppostolic siceesdon™, the claim that the
Roman Catholic Church is the one tros chunch becanse it
can trace a lne of popés Lock o Perer. Is this really an
imporiant pomi? 1f so, esch of these popes, sven thos who
mhthnhilnnﬂﬂmﬂmmﬂ,ﬂ.ﬂhm.
Thees s even the possibility of @ female pope to make the
succession complere’ But sabvwthon B not dependent on
tracing a line of popes back (0 Peter—ar even on a system of
religion cleiming ta represess Chest, Balvatlon i found in
Chrigr fmaelf



CHAPTER THIRTEEM

Mre Popes Infullble?

FaM DDING TO THE many contradictions with which the
PR Romish syetem was plresdy plogued, Uhere  were
popes, like the god Janus of olden times, who bejan (o claim
they were “infallible," People naturslly quesiioned how infal-
libdity could be linked with the papal office when somae of
the popes had been very poor examples in mornls and ixteg-
nty., And if the infallihility be applied only to doétrimes
promounced by the popes, how was i thol smme poges liad
dizsagreed with other popes? Even o bumber of the popes—

Virilinus, Innocent T, Clement [V, Gregory X1,
Hactrian %1, and Paul IV—had rejected the doctrine of pagal
infallibility! Just how could all of this be explained in an
acceptoble manner and formulated into & dogma? Such was
the task of the Vatican Couneil of 1870, 'The Counecil sought
to narrow the meaning of infallibility down to o workahls
definition, appiying soch only to papal pronouncermesnts
mpde “ex cathedra'* The wonding finally adoptod was this:
“Thiy Roman Pontiff, when he speals ex eathedm—that i,
when In the exercise of his office & pastor and teacher of all
Christians he defings..s docirine of fith or momls Lo be
hold by the whole Chareli—is, by reason of the Divinn pasis.
tance promised ts him in blessed Peter, possessed of that
infallibility...and conseguently such definitions of the Roman
Pootiff are kreformable.™’ All of the problems were not
wolved by this wording, nevarthedess papal infullibility beoome
an official dogma of e Roman Cathalke Church at the Wa-
vican Council of 1870,

Knowing the history of the popes, severnl Catholio bislops
opposed maoking papal infallibfity o dopmo st the council.
One of these, Bishojp Joseph Strosmayer (LB18-1505), =
deseribed In The Carhalic Encyelopedia as "one of the mos
notable opponenis of papal infallibifity ™ He polnted oul
thal some of the popes had oppossd other popes, Special
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mention waz mmde of how
Fope Stephen V1 (S96.897)
brought  former Pope For
mosis {B91.-806) to teal.

The famous story of one
pope bringing another to trial
i ome of sheey howror, for
Pope Formosas had been
drad for eight months! Mevor-
theless, the bosly was broaght
from the tomb and placed on
i throme, There before o group
of biahops and cardingls was
the former pope, dressed In the rich apparsl of the papacy,
a crown upon his loose scalp, wnd the scepter of tha haoly
office in the stiff fingers of his robting hand!

Az the trind pot underway, the stemch of the dead body
filled the assembly hall, Fope Stephen stepped Torward and
did the guestioning, Of course no answers wern given to the
churges by the desd man; so he was proven guilty s charged!
With this, the bright robes were ripped from his body, the
crown from his shull, the fingem used n bestowing the pon-
tfical blessing were hacked off and his body was thrown nto
the street, Behind a corl, the body was dragged through
the strests of Rome snd finally cast into the Tiber.?

Thus one pope condemnoed apother, Then o short fime
Inter; The Catholic Eacrclopediac pdnts out, “the sscopd
successor of Stephen had fhe body af Formosus, which a
monk had drawn from the Tiber, semtered with fall honom
in St. Peter's. He furthermame anmslled af o0 synod the deci:
shoie of the court of Stephen VI, and declared all ordees
conferred by Formoms vabd. Joha [X confimmed thess acts
pt two pymods..0n the other hand Sergitas 111 (B04-811)
approyed in & Roman synod the desicions of Stephen's
synod sgainst Formosus., Sergiug and his party meted out
sevepe (reatment o the behopd consscrated by Formosus,
wha la tarn had memnwhile confemed arders on many other
clegics, n policy which gove rise to the preatest conflasion g
Buch sharp disagreament between popes cerfainly arme
aguinst the iden of popal mfeliibitity.

Fope Honorius 1, after his death, was denounced ps o her-
elie by the Blxth Council held in the year 680, Pope Leo 11
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confimned ks condemnption, 1f popes are infollible, how
could one condenn another?

Pope Yigilius, after condempkng certain books, remoyved
lls condemnstion, afterwand condemned ihem ogain and
thes petractod hls condemmotion, thon econdemned fhem
ngain! Where is infalliblity hesa?

Dueeling won auihorized by Pope BEugene [0 (1145-54).
Later Pope Jubios I {1608-13) and Pope Plus [V {15659-65)
forbada it,

At one time n the eleventh century, there wore three rival
popes, all of which were disposed by the councll convened
by the Emperor Henry 1L Later in the sie cenbury. Cleam-
ent 111 was opposed by Vietor 111 and afterwards by Urban
1L How could popes b infallible: when they opposed each
ather?

What & known as the “grest schism™ came in 1378 mibd
lagted for fifty woars linlisns olected Urban VI and the
French cardinals chose Clement V11, Popes cursed vach othar
year afber year, unbil a councll dEposed both wnd efected
another |

Pope Sixtus ¥V had & warsion of the Bible prepared which
he declired to be suthentie, Two years later Pope Clement
VIl declured thal it was fall of emors and ordered anothor
Lo be e

Pope Gregosy | sepudiated the Utle of “Unisersal Bishop™
m being “profene, suporstitious, haughiy, and nvenied by
the flrst aposiage,' Vet, through the conturies, other popes
have clakmed this tile.

Pope Hadrian [l (867-872) declared civil marriages (o be
wvalid, bui Fope Pus VII Hﬂﬂﬂ-ﬂﬂh condemned them as
i,

Pope Eugens IV (143147} condemnid Joan of Are to e
burned alive as a witch, Later, another pope, Bemedied 1V,
in 1919, declared her o be a “saint,™

When wo consider the hundreds of timées and ways that
popes save conteadicted sach othor over the contaries, we
can understand how the ldes of papal infallibility s diff-
cult for many peogle lo accepd, Whils @ b wue thel mos
mﬂﬂ.tammhnﬂmbm-d-uniﬂﬂnﬂ!rwlhﬂiﬂu[
the 1870 “ex csthedm” definition, yet if papes hove aad
in 5o many other ways, Bow can we belleve they are guaran-
teed o divine nfullibility for & few moments if and when
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they shauld indeed decide to speak ox cathedrm?

Popes hove taken fo Uhemislves sueh Giles 5z “Most Holy
Lord™, “Chiof of the Church in the Wordd™, “Soversign Poo-
LT of Babops®, *High Prest", “ihe Mouth of Jesus Christ",
“Wicar ol Christ”, and others. Bald Pope Leo XII on Juno
20, 1594, “We hald upon the esrth the place of God
Almighty.” During the Vsticen Council of 1870, on Junuary
8, it was proclamed: “The Pope & Ol in office, Chrisk in
jurisdiction nod power..wo bow down before thy voice, O
Pius, sz before the vobce of Cheisr, the God of tmth; in
clinging Lo thee, we cling bo Chrisr ™

But the historical skeich that we hove given plaindy shows
that the pope i NOT “Christ in office™ or in any other way.
The contsmst 5 apperent, The very cxpensive crowns worm
by the popes have codt milllions of dollam. Jesus, doring
his earthly life, wore no crown exoept the cvown of thorms.
The pope is waited on by servmis. What o contrist Lo the
lowly Mazareme who ceme not o be oninistered Lo, bul Lo
mlndster! The popss dress i gnrments that are very clpborate
ol cxatly—patiemned afier those of the Homon omperom
af pagan doya. HSueh vankty & contrasted to our savior who
wore the gown of & peasant, The inimoralily of many of the
poper—aspecially in past centuries—siands in strilking contrast
Lo the Christ who is perfect In holinees aad pority.

In wiew of thess things, we believe the elabm thal the pope
is the “Vicar of Christ™ is without any basis in facl As enrdy
@ the year 1812 il won poiniod oul, ss Andreas Helwiyg
didh n hi: book Bomad Astichetsr, that the title “Yicar of
Christ" b a numedeal value af 666, Weilten s *Yiear of
the Son of God™ in Latin, Ficarer Fifol Orel, the letters with
numarical value ave these: | equpls T (used six times), | equals
50, V eguals 5. ¢ equals 100, snd IY equals 500, Whan thesa
are all counted up, the tolal & 666, This numbser reminds s,
of vourne, of Revelstion 1:3:18, “Let him thed hath under.
sanding count ghe number of the beast: for i is the number
af o man; and hiz somber is dlx hundred thresscore s six,"

[t shoold be pointed out i all Oalemess, however, that
numerous nnmmes and Gtbes, depending on  how ey are
written or which |lmnguage is used, con produce this pamber,
The sxamples givan here will be of specinl interest hecaimne
they are linked with Home and with Roman Catholicism,
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According to Hislop, the original nume of Bome was Batum-
kn, meaning “the city of Satum.” Snlum was the secral nome
roveslsd only to ihe imitates of the Chaldean mystories,
which—in Chnldee—was spelled with four letiem: STUR. In
thin langusge, & was 60, T wes 400, U wos 8, and R was 200,
s total of 666,

Nero Caesar was one of the greatest persecuton of Chris-
tinns pnd emperor of Rome st the beight of its power, s
name, when written in Hebrew lotters, egtials 656,

The Cresalk letters of the word *Lateinos™ (Latin], the his-
torical langnage of Rome n all &8 officisl pets, smeunt to
866, Tn Greek, L bs 30, nis 1, ¢ m 300, e 56,1 10, n & 50,
o8 70, pnd & & 200, & total of G868, This was pointed out by
Irenaeus &5 enrly na the Uhisd contury, This mme word also
menns “Latin man"” snd & but the Greek form of the name

from which the city of Home is named, This naibe
in Hebrew, Bomibith, slso totals BES.

Unlike the Greeks and Habrews, ithe Ro-
mand did mot use sl letters of their alpha-
bet for numbers, They used only six let-
tews: I3, C, L, X, ¥V, snd 1. (All other mom-
bers were mude up of combinptions of
these” ) Tt i intoresting ond perhaps signifi-
cunt that the fx letters which make up the ——————
Bomaen numeral system when added o total = 66
gether total exactly 666,

Turning to the Bible iself, in the Old Testament, we read
that king Solomon esch yeor received GG6 tolents of gold
{1 Kings 10:14). This wealth played an imporiant pari in
lemding him setray, In the New Testament, the letters of the
Groek word cuperi, from which the word WEALTH s trame-
Lated, total 866, Out of all the 2,000 Greek nouns of the Now
Testment, thore is only one otlver word that has this aemeri-
cal value, the word peredoxs, tmnslated TRADITION (Acts
19:25; Mait, 15:7), Weolth and  iradition—intereatingly
enough—were Lhe two gest cormuptorss of the Roman
Church, Wenlth cormupted in prctice and honesty ; irdition
cormupted in doctrine,

# Fha “RY" Bas now coma bo Ba iesd aks s n fomes sumersl Ppreseding
000, But = P, W Bullnge poimis out in e Doak Asesken b= Sonin e
dp, 304}, originally 1000w writtss s 0 wish snothes C furie gound, th o
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN

3‘.9 Lgru{um:in jﬂcguidifim

O OPENLY CORRUPT did the fallen church bacoms

e In the Middie Ages, we can readily undemstand why in
many places men rose up in protest. Many were those nobla
sty who mejected the false claims of the pope, looking in-
stead to the Lond Jesus for sabvatbon amd truth. These were
called “heretics' nnd were hitterly persocuted by the Roman
Catholbe Church.

O of Lhe documents that ordered soch persecobons was
the mhoman “Ad exstirpanda” ssued by Pope [noocent IV
in 1252, Thiz docwment stated thot herebics were o be
Hersshed like venomous anakes.” Tt formally approved the
aee of rorrwer, Civil sthorities wene andered to bum heretics,
“The aforesaid Bull *Ad -mplirpmnip' remuined theaceforth
# fundamentsl document of the Inguisition, rooewed or
reinforced by severnl popes, Alexander [V {lﬂﬁl-ﬁl:l,
Clemenit TV (1205-68), Nicholas TV (1288.097), Boniface
VIIT {1 294-1300 ], snd ather. The civil authorities, thoreforn,
were anjoined by the popes, uader paie of excommuiication
to execute the legal sentences thotl condemned Ewpenmitent
heretios to the sroke. Itis lo be noted Lhot excommunication
itselfl was no trfle, for, if the perzon excommuonicated did
nob free himsell from e excommunicaiion within a ¥ear,
he was held by the legislation of that pul'in-ﬂ T3] b&-.l.l:la:'n!'rnr
and incurred ulf the genaliies that affected heresy,”?

Men pondered long in those doys on how ey could deviss
methods thal would prodiose the most toriure and pain, Cne
of the most popalar methods was the use of the mek, o long
tahle an which the sccuwsed was tied by the hands and feet,
back down, and streiched by rope and windinss. This process
disfocated joints snd coused great plln.,




Heawy ploeens were nsed to
tear out fingemaoils or  were
applied redhol to sensitive
parts aof the body, HRolles
with sharp knife blades and
ke were used, over which
the heretics wers rolled back
and forth. There was the
thumbecrsw, #an instnimeEnt
made for disprtaculating fn-
gers  and “Spanish  hoots™
which were used Lo crush the
Inge nnd feel The ®irodn Vir
gin” was a hollow imstrament
the size and figure of o wom-
an, Knive:s were arranged in
such a way and under such
preasire thal the secused wers
Incorated inm its deadly ems
brace. This torture devier was
sprayed  with “holy  water™
mnd imscribed with the Latin
words meaning, “Glory  be ==
Unij’ oG i from I'll.'rlll

Inguirition Tortare raom by Moot [J673-1737)
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Vietims afior being sripped of their elothing had their
arms tied behing their backs with a hard cord. Welghts were
nttached to their feel. The action of & pulley suspended them
in mid-air or dropped and raieed them with o jerk, dislocs-
ting joints of the body. While such torture was being employ-
acl, priests holding up croasss wiould aftempt to get the here-
Lics Lo recanl

Ridpark ™ Mistery of the World inclodes an illustrntion of
the work of the Ingusilion in the MNetherlands. Twenty-one
Frotesiants are hanging from the tree. A man on a ladder 1
nhout o be hanged, below him s o priest holding & cross.?
-, ) = T
o LT : |

i,

.I-: Wate i TR ;_F J-'.r.-:u Femran iy i rh; .'Il-'e Fierlwrdi, -

“In the yonr 1554 Francis Gamba, & Lombard, of the Pro-
tesitant persassion, was  apprehended and condemned Lo
death by the sentence of Milan, AL the place of execution, o
monk presentad 8 orosi to him, to whom Gamba said, *My
milnd i sor el of Uie real meriis and goodness of Chriss that
I wani not & picce of semsefeny atick o pul me i mind of
Him." For this expression his tongue was bomd through and
he was afterwards bumed, ™

Some whio rejected the teschings of the Homan church
hsd molien lead poured into their ears and mouths, Eyes
were gouged oul and others wers erselly besten with whips.
Some were forced to jump [nom cliffs onto long spilies
fized bolow, where, quivering from pain, they slowly died.
{(Hhers were choked to deith with mangied pisces of their
own haddies, with urine, or excrement, At night, the viciims
of the Inguisithon wese chained clossly to the foor or wall
where they were o helpless prey o the ratz and vermin that
populnted those bloody torture chambers.

The religlous ntolerance that ted the Inguisition
coused wans which involved entire . In 1209 the eity
of Bewiers wos taken by mon who hayve been e

by
pope that by engaging in the crasade against heretice they
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would zi death bypass purgstory and mmedisiely enter
haeavon, Sixty thowsand, it = d, in this eity periahad by
ithe sword while hloosd 11 in the streets. At Lavaur in
1211 the governor was hanged on g gibbel ond his wife
ihrown into a well and crushed with stones, Four hundeed
people in this town were bumed alive, The cruspdemns

thousand Huguenots (Protestants) were killed m the
bloody massscre in Pars on “8f, Butholomew's Day",
1572, The French king went o mass to vetum solemn than ks
that s0 many heretkes were slain. The papal court received
the pews with great rejoicing and Pope Gregory X111, in grond
. wenit to the Church of St Louis to give thankal
He ordered the papal mint lo make colmns commomornting
this svent. The cains showed an angel with sword In ope hand
angl 1 cross in the other, before whom a baod of Huguenots,
with horror on their faces, were Oeeing. The words Fpomors
farum  Siranges 1377 which signify “The soughter of the
Huguenots, 1572, appedred on the coins,

An ilhustration from Bidpaik’s Misiory of the World, s
seen on the next page, shows the work of the Inquisition in
Holland, A Protestant man B hanging by hie feet in stocks.
The fre is heating o poker to brand him wnd blind his syes.®

Home of the popes thst todsy nre scelnimed ns “grest™
hy the Eomish church lived and thrved durng those days.
Why didn™t they open the dungeon doom and ihe
murderas  firss that blsckened the skies of for
centuries? I the selling of indulgences, or people worship-
ping stiluss ss idols, or popes living in immoralily can be
explained as “abuses” or excused because thess things were
dong codiirary to the official laws of the chunch, what can b
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gnid about tho faquisirion? It connot be explained away ns
egafly, for though sometimes torture was camded oul beyond
whal was actually prescribed, the Fect remains that the fagui
fiiph war ordered by papal deveee and Coafirmed bE pope
affer pope! Can any believe thatl such sclions were represedia-
tive of Him who ssid to torm the cheok, to forgive our ene-
milesi, amed b o good to them that despitefully vee w?

Frigricddido e
eEne
im Al ilgaial
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CHAPTER FIFTEEM

Pl O Ol Wit

r HE HIGHEST RANKING men of ihe Romss Catho-
DR L Chureh, next to (he pope, amo o groap of “cardi
nals" The Hilkle says that Christ placed apostles, prophets,
evingelists, pastom and teachers in his charch (Eph, 4:11)
Put we mever find any indication thal he srdained 6 groop of
carcinals. To the contrary, the original cardinals weoe 5 group
of beading prbests b Ui o cfenr pagan religion of Bome—long
b fore the Chriniion Em. A bunlhl.'pnuhhld by the Knights
of Columbis, This i the Cathofie Church, oX inzt “In
arcien) Gmes the cordinads were the chiel depy of Home
—the word s dorived from the Latin word cerdo, “hitge’, and
ihus rul'v‘ured to those who were the pivotal memben of the
elenmy.”

Bt why were Usese prisls of ancient Rome linked with
the word “hinge™? They were, evidently, the priesis of Janus,
the pagan god of doors pod Aispe:! Jamas was referred to s
“the god of boginning"—thus Jonuary, the beginning month
of our Homan calenidis, comses from his bame. As god of
doom, he wan their profecior or cometalier. Even today, the
hmnt“wdmhmﬂhdlmnﬂur.lwmdﬁﬂmmm
danins |

Jurnus was kmown as “'the opener mnd shutter.™? Becouse he
was worshipped os much in Asia Minor, we can bettor undes-
siand (he words of Jemss to the church of Philadelphia:
*These things ssith he that & holy, he thet is triee, he thad
lnth the ey of David, he thod apeae i and no mam e erech
and shyrterh, ond mo man opaererh..] have seb belore vou an
apri dopr" (Rev, 3:7, 8L The pagen god Janus wes 8 eoins
terleit Jesns was the rmes opener and shutior!

“The college of Cardinals, with the Pope ab g head®,
writes Hislop, “in just the counderpari of the pogan college
of Pontifls, with its Pontifox Maxime, or Sovereign Pontilf,
which is known io hove been framed on the model of the
grund orging Councll of Pontiffs =t Babylon!™? When
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pagonism and Christiandly were mized legether, the candinpks,
priests of the hinge, that had served in pogee Rome, svon-
tmally found a place in papal Rome,

The garments wom by the cardinals of the Catholic Church
gro red. Cordinal birds, cardinn] Qowers, and cardingl priests
are all linked together by the codor red, The Hible mentions
cerlaln princes of Babylon who dressed in red gnrments:
s men porbrayed upon the wall, the images of the Chaldeans
portrayed with vermillion™—hright red—"'girded with girdles
upon the oins, excesding 0 dyed altire opon their heads, all
af them princes bo look to, afler the monmer of the Sabyp-
fontars of Chaldea” (Esckiel 23:14, 15}, The hardo sytnbli-
zing Babylonlh religon was dressed in scarlet-rod garments
(Hev, 1744 ). From ancient Limes, the color red or scarlel s
been sssociated with sin. Isainh, I his day, sakd: “Thoogh
your gns be a8 searler, they sholl be whits as inow, though
they be red like crlmenn, they shall be s wool™ (lzainh 1:18)
Aduliery |s somelimes refesred to 3 the scaret sin. The color
red b5 associeied with prostiution, as o the exprssion
Yred-Hght district ™

In wiew of these things, 1§ doees not seem uniaic o guestion
why red would be gsed for the garmenis of the highest rank-
ing men in the Romish church, We are nol saying [t & wrong
to wear red, yei does it not seem like o curious custom for
cardinals? Are we Lo suppose such Erments were wom by
the ppostles? Or is it moee likely Uit the red garments of Lhi
cirdinal: wore copied from thos wom by priests of pagan
Blomna?

The pricsts of the hings in pagan dsys wern known oy Lthe
“flamens" The word is taken from ffere, mesning ong who
blows or kindles the scred fire® They were the keepors of
the holy flame which they fanned with the mystic fon of
Bacchua, Like the color of the fire they tended, their gar
menis were flame color—red. They wem servanis of the
pontifex maximan in pagen doys and the cardinals today
arv the servenis of the pope who alss claims the tille pontifex
maximus, The flamens were divided into thres distmoet groaps
and s mre the cardivals—Cradinal-bishops, Cardial-prriests;
anil Cardinal-deacons.

Next m oauthorily under the pope and the candinsls are the
bishiops of the Catholic Church. Unlike the titles *pope®™ snd
“gardinal™, the Bible dors mention bishops, Like the word
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“enints™, however, the word “bishop™ has been commaonly
misunderstood. Mony think of a bishop a5 8 minister of
superior renk, having suthority over a group of other mimnis-
ters and churches, This idea & reflected in the word “cathe-
dral", which comes from cudfheddrs, meaning “throne’” A
cathedral, unlike other churches, B the one in which the
throne of the bishop is locwied.,

Bub turming to the Bible, oI ministers are called bishops
—pot juil minksters of certsin citics, Poul instriucted Titus
to “ordain elders i every cbity™ (Thtus 1:5), and then weni on
to sponk of these elders p bishops (verse 7). When Faul
simucted “the olders™ of Ephestis, he aabd: “Take hood anto
yvourselves, and to the Aock over which the Holy Ghost hath
mpide you overiecrd (bishops), to fred (pastor] the chanch
of God™ (Acis 20:17, 28). The word transiaied “overeen™
iz the same word thot & elsewhere iranslated bishops. The
word “fead™ means the same os the word translated pastor,
Thess minsters were referred (o as okidem, hishops, overssen,
udmﬂdﬂrﬁ:mm:mmﬂrﬁ!
same office. Manly eoouwgh, a hishop—in the Serptures—
was not n minister of o lorge city who sat on & throne and
exerclued authority over o group of other minbders. Each
church had its elders and Ueese elders were bishops! This waa
understood by Mortin Lither, “Bul os for the bishops that
we now have™, he remarked, Yof thess the Scripiures know
nothing; they n:u- knstituted.. 50 thet one might mle over

Ly

Even befare the New Tegtameni was completed, it was
nesdful to give warninge aboul the docldne of the Niools
itines {Rev. 2:6), Acconding to Scofield, the word “Nicola-
itines™ cormes from mikao, “to conguer™, and loax, "lwity™,
which, if carrecl, “refors Lo Lhe sarlbest form of the motion of
u priestly order, or Sclergy’, which loter divided an eqgual
brotherhood (Mt, 23:8), into ‘priests’ and ‘lnity*. "8

The word “priest” in o vory renl sonse belongs to every
(hristian believer—mol  just ecclesipstical leaders, Potor
instnicted mindsters nol o be “lords over God™ ferrare ™
{1 Peter 5:1-3). The word tanslated "hertage® is kiveron
and means “clorgy™! As The Marthew Hewmry Commeniary
explnins, all the children of God are given the “title of Goa's
hediage or clérgy..the word is never restralned in the New
Testament to the minaters of religion only.™
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In rejecting an artificinl division betwesn “clengy™ and
“ipity™, this 8 not (o say that ministers should nol recele
respect and honor, "specially they who labor in the
word™ (1 Tim. 5:17), Bot becaise of this division, too ofton
peopie of o congregniion are prone to plece all respomsib ity
for the work of God upon the minister, Actunlly God has o
ministry for all of his people. This 1s not to say that all hoie o
peilpls ministry ! —hut oven giving a cup af cold water & not
without its purpose and roward (Matl. 10:A42) 16 would be
well for each of us o pray,* Lord, what wilt thou have me
b o™ [Acts 9:6), In the New Testamant, the full work of
1 church was not plced on ons ndividual, Churches were
commonly postored by & pluratiiy of elders, s numeros
scriptures show, “They ordsined olders [plural] in every
church™ (Acts 14:10.23) and in “every city"™ (Titus 1:5)
Expressions susch sa “‘the eldes (plusal) of the church®
are commonly used (Acts 20:17; duimed G:14).

All wha have been washed from their sins by the blood of
Chrizd ore “priests unte God™ apd aee “z eoyal pricsthood™
{Rev. 1:8; 1 Peter 2:9). The poesthood of off baligyem is
clearly the Wew Testament position. Bul as men exalied
themselves a5 “lords ower God's benfage”, people were
tought that they nesded 4 pricst to whom they could Lell
their sins, a priest must sponkbe them, a priesd musi give
them the last rites, » poiest musk say masses for them, eic,
They wese tsught to depend wpon o human priedt, whils
thi rrie high prist, the Tord Jesus, was obscuned from thedy
wiew by o dark cloud of mon-made traditions,

Unlike Elihu who idid not want to “gpive flattering Eitles
unta man™ (Job 32:21), thoss who exalted thomsoles pa

ahould belong only o Ged! As 8 waming sgainst this prmc-
thoe, Jesun sabd, “Call e man vour fyther upon the carth:
for ane is your Father which s ln heaven. MNaither be ye
colled masters: for one s your Maater, even Chdsd. But he
that is greatest among you shall be your servant. And whose-
wever shall exalt himsslf shall be ahased; wnd he that shall
hamble himself shall be cxalted™ (Mot 23:9-12).

It ks difficalt fo understand how s church claiming to have
Christ = s founder—afior o fow centuries—would begifi Lo
e the very tiles thel he salbd NOT to s Naverthelesz, the
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bishop of Roma begen to be called by the title “'pope”,
which & only 2 variation of the word “father.” The priesis
of Catholicken are called “father” We will remember that
one of the leading hranches of e “Mystedes™ thol comae to
Rome I tho mtr dnys was Hiu:n'-m.lnilhn-ll;hm,
those who presided over the ssered cormmonies were calbed
“inihen. ™" An artbole on Mitseakm bn The Ceehalle Eneyelos
pedis says, “The ferbers (used here as o religious tile) con:
ducted the worship, Tho chief of the fI.lhl:rlr @ forf of Popd
who always bived at Rome, wos colled “Poter Fatrum®™®
Biow if the pagans o Bome called their prests by the title
“iather”, and if Chosl said to call no man “fother™, from
what poures did the Roman Cathols cusbom of calling a
prieat by this titls come—from Christ or paganism?

Even ihe Bibde gives an example of & pagin priest heing
called “father." A man by the nome of Micah said Lo o young
Lavite, “Drwell with me;, snd be unio me o fether and &
priest™ (Jodges 17:10). Micsh was a grown man with o son
af his own; the Levite was “a young man.” The tithe “Tather™
was obyiously used in o religious sense, ms a priestly designa-
tiom, Micah wanted him to be n nthespoiesd in his “house of
goids.”" This was a type of Catholiciem, for while the young
priest claimed to speak the word of the “LOREDT (Judges
18:8), the wonbip was clearly mized with (dols and pagan-
irm.
The Roman Catholic Church wses the title “Monsdgode"”
which means “My Lord.” It & somewhat of & geoeml Gitle,
The Carhelie: Ercpolopedic explains, and can be proporly
ised In addressing severnl of the higher choreh leaders,
“Instend of addresing patrisnchs as “Visba Beaalitudine,
archbishops as “Your Grece', bishops s "My Lord', abbots as
“Grpcions Lord®; one may withool any broach of eliguette
salute all equally as Monsignor.™® COne of the meanings of
“arch™ Is marier, Using tliles such as prchprest, archbishop,
archdescon, & like saving masierpriest, ete. The superios
af the order of Dominicans & ealled “master general.™ We
nead only to cite, sgaim, the worde of Chrst which are in
contrast (o such titles “Neither be ye called mastors: for
o ks your mester, even Chrisd, ™

Even tse tithe “Reverend”, Biblically speaking, & apped
only to God. It appenrss one time o the Bible: “Holy and
revierend = hiz name™ [(Psalms 111:8) The word “peverend™
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comes from the Latla fevere and was Ol applied to the
English clergy & a title of respect during the fifleenth cens
biry. Variations of this title are thess: The Roverond, The
Vory Reveromd, The Most Heverond, amd The Right Hever-
ong,
When Jegus gpoke agaknsl Natleding titles, the basic thought
wan that of humility and equality among his disciples. Shoukd
we nob, then, mjeci the supposed muthority of those high
affines in which men seek to moke themesives “lords over
God's horitage™? And instsad of men recelving glocy, shoukd
mod i the gory be given Lo God?
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CHAPTER SIXTEEM

_zdn uﬂman-iu{ prfmidnoc!

| HE SPIRIT SPEAKETH wxpressly, that in the latter
i timies, somme shall depart from the faith, giving bood to
aoducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; speaking lies in hy=
pocrisy: having their comcience seared with » hot iron; FOR-
BIDDING TO MARRY..." {1 Tim. 4:1-3).

In this passage, Paul warned thot n departure from the
pre Faith would occur in later or Intter times, “This doss not
necossarily imply the lost ages of the world"™, writes Adam
Clacke in lis wobed commentary, “bol any times consoguent
to thoss in which the Church then Hived™' Actuslly, this
departure from the falth, as those who know history under-
stamd, took ploce back in the eady centuries.

The fist Christions recognized the worship of pagan gods
&5 the wonibip of deelly (1 Cor. 10:19, 21} 1k follows, then,
that Paul's waming shout “doctrines of devils™ could oer-
tulnly rofer o the teachings of the pagan mysteries, He made
special mention of the doctrne of “forbidding to marry.”
In the mystory meligion, this doctrine difl not apply too ol
people. 1t was, instend, s doctring of pricidly celibacy, Such
anmurried priests, Hislop points out, were members of the
bighet orders of the poisithood of the quesn Semiramis.

“Stranpe &s it may seem, yel the voloo of antiquity nssigna
to the abandoned queen the hmﬂlﬂnll of clerical celibacy,
and that in ils most stringent form,™?

Not all nstions te which the mystory religion  seesd
reqquired priesily celibacy, =2 in Egypt where priests werss
allowed to murry. But, “every scholar knows that when the
wonhip of Cybole, the Babyloninn Goddess, was introdaced
into Pogen Rome, i was introdoced in its primitive form,
with its celibate cleqry.” Instead of the doctrine of *for-
bidding to mamy” promoting purily, howevor, the excosses
committed by the celibate priests of pages Home were o
bad thal the Semate folt they should be expelled from the
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Romun repubilie, Loter, affor phestly eclibary became eetabe-
lshed in papa! Home, similer problems doveloped, “When
Pope Paul ¥ sought the suppression of the loensed brothels
in the ‘Holy City', the Roman Eenate petitioned againat his
carrying his design into offect, on the ground that the exisi-
ence of msch places was the only moans of hindering tho
priesta from seducing thelr wives and daoghiers.”™

Rome, in those days, wos o “haly city™ in nome enly,
Roports estimate that there were about 6,000 prostifules
in this city with a populntion not exceeding 100,000.5
Historbans tall ws that “all the sceleskastics had mistresses; and
all the convents of the Capliol wers houses of bad fama.'®
A fieh pond al Rome which wes situated near a comvent was
drained by order of Pope Gregory. At the bottem were Tound
erver 6,000 infant skalls.

Cardinal Peter D"Ailly aald ho dared not describe the m-
morality af the nuanneres, and that “taking the veil” was
simply another mode of becoming a puldic prostitate. Viela
Lhn;mmuhlhdqthmhmrtha{ﬂmm
Beuditn forbode sven female pnimals on monostery progeerty?
In the year L1477, night dances and orgies were held in the
Catholie closier af Kenchelm that are described in history
phﬂqmﬂ:mﬂmunlnbtminthtpﬂ!ﬂkhutﬂnuf
prul:itulinn." Proests come to s Enown as "the bisbands
of all the women." Albert the MMamificent, Archbishop of
Hambairg, exboried bis prissis: "5 pon casie, famen cainne ™
{1If you can't be chaste, at lessl be careful). Another Germian
hishop begnn to charge the priesds in his district a tax for
ench female thoay kept and each child thot was bowm. He dis-
covered thers were eleven dhoicnond women kept by the
clergyiien of his diocese®

Fhe Cethalic Encyelopedie says Uw tendescy aof some b
rake these scanddnls togathoer and exaggomte detnils “is o leust
ns marked o2 the tendeney on the part of the Church®s apolo:
giats Lo fpeore Hrere wicomfarrakle poger of Wiitory alio-
pether ™™ i with so many things, we do nol doabl dhat
eutremes hove existed oo bhoth sides. We meolize also that
with reporis of immorl conduct there is the possibility of
exzggeratinon. Bui evem allowing for thiz, the prohleme that
heve mecompanked the docirine of “forbldding to mamy™
whet log obvious o be gunored. The Cacholic Evcyclopedia,
though secking to explain and justify celibacy, admils there
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have beon many aboses, “Wie have no wiikh Lo deny or oo pal-
Hote the very Tow devel of mombity o which at different
periods of the world's history, and in differenl countrhes
calling themselves Christian, the Cothelic pricethood has
occasonally sunk,..comuption was wideipresd ... How eould it
be otherwise when there were intruded into bishoprcs on
ererp side men of brutml noture and snbeidled pomiors, who
gave the very worst example (o the clergy over whom they
rubed?. A lerge number of the clesgy, not only prissis bat
highops, openly took wives, and hegot children to whom they
transmitied thelr beneflces,”"

There i no nule in the Bilale that requires o minister to be
unmarried. The apostles wene marrisil [1 Cop, 9:5) snd =
bbop was to be “the hushand of one wife™ (1 Tim. 3:2L
Even The Catkolic Eacyolepedia says, “We do nob find in
the New Testnment sny ndeation of celibscy baing made
eompulsory either dgon the apostles or those whaom they
ordamed.™ ' The doctrine of “forbidding to marry™ devel-
oped poly gradundly within the Catholic chunch, When the
celibacy doctrine firsl begun to be tought, mony of the
priesis wore marrsed men. There was some guestion, thoogh,
if & priest whose wife died shoald marry again. A nile sstab-
lished af the Councl]l of Weo-Cossaren in 315 “abacdutely
forhids o proesi bo contrsct o pew marrisge under the pain of
despomtion.” Laler, “al @ Roman couneil held by Pope
Siricius i 386 an edict was paased Senbidding priests sl
deacons to have conjugal intervourss with their wives aned the
Wmmtﬂhmﬂllmmmﬂdlﬂspdﬂﬂd
other parts of Christendom.'"'? In thess stntemenis from
The Carthplic Encyciopedie the. carefal eeader will notles
the words “Jorchid” and “forbidding.” The word “forhid-
ding" is the vame word the Hikle uees when warming about
“forbidding to marry'"—bot in ezactly the opposie senel
The Bible torms forhidding to manry & “doctrine of devils.”

Toking all of Usese things Into conslderation, we can see
how Paol's prediction {1 Tim. 4:1-3) was fulfillsd. Did n
departure from the original faith come? Yes, Lhil people
glve heed to pmgon docirioes, the doctrines of devils? Tes
Were priests forbldden to many? Yes. And bocause of this
forced celihacy, many of these priests ended up having thais
“conscirnors seared with @ hod iron™ and “spoks les
hypocrisy™ becmse of the immormlity into which they fiell.
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History has shown the fulfillment of esch part of this pro-
phacy |

The dostrine of forlddiding priests lo mamry mel with other
difficulties over the centuries because of the confistioaal
It im pluin to see that the practice of gicls and women confes-
sing thoir moral weaknesses and desives Lo unmarried prissls
caould easily result |n many abuses, A former priest, Charles
Chinfgquy. who lived ai the time of Abmbam Lincoln and
wns personadly ooguninted with him, gives 8 full scoount of
such corruption in connection with the confesional, along
with asctusl cases, I his book The Fries:, The Wootam, and
Tive Confestional, We are nob suggesting that all pricsts
should be judged by the mistales or gins of rome, We do not
doubt thet many priests have been very dediealed Lo the
vows they hove taken. Nevertheless, “the countless ablacks™
(to wse the wording of The Cathelic Encyclopedia) that have
b&ﬂll‘hid!tﬁdlul Hh.:tmrndnmlﬂumt,ﬁlmym
without hesk. That the docirme of eonfemeion has caosed
difficulties for the Romish church, In one way or another,
e implied by the wonding of The Catholic Encyclopedia
Afler mentioning the “countles gtincks," it suys, “If at the
Heformation or gines the Church could have surrendered @
doctrine or abandoned & practhoe for the sake of pesce and
to soften & ‘hard saving', confession would have been the
first Lo disappear'|’?

In o carefully worded article, The Cotholic Ercpclopedin
explains that the power Lo forglve ains belongs Lo God alone,
Neverthelesa, he exercises this power rhrough rhe priesn,
A pasizge in John [28:22, 23] is interpreted to moan o priest
onn forgive or nefuse to forgive sine. In order for him to make
this decision, sing “specifically and I detall” | soonding bo
the Councill of Trenl) must be confessed Lo him, “"How can
& wige o prudent judgment be rendered if the priost be in
lgnomnce of the cause on which judgment i= pronounced?
Aml how can he obtain the requisite knowledge unlbess 1t
come from the spontaneous stknowledgment of the sinner?”
Having givon priesis the authority to forgive sins, il b ineon-
sEtant Co belleve, says the ariicle, thod Christ “had intonded
to provide some other mean of forgivenes such a8 confes-
sing “to Lod alone”," Confesston to o priest for those who
after baptism commit sins, i “necesary unto salvation "' ®

There & & type of confession that the Rible tonches, hat it
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i nod confession to an wnmarred prced! The Bible says,
sanfess wour faults one ro apopher” (James 5116) IF this
verse eould be used o support the Cotholic hdea af confes-
gon, then not anly should people confess to priests, but
prisats should confess to the people! When Bimon of Samaris
gnned, ofier having been haptized, Feder did not tell him to
confess Lo him. He did not tell him o sy the “Hall Moy
for & given mumber of times o doy. Pater told him to “pay
to God" Bor forgivenes (Acots B:22)] When Peter sinned,
e confassed to God and was forgiven; when Judss sinned,
e confessed to s goup of priests and commitied sdcidet
(Mot 27:3-5)

Tho iden of confessing o a priesi enme not from the Sible,
but from S&biler! Secrol confession was redquired bafors
complete inltiatlon was granted mto the Babylopkan mysbe-
ries, Doce such confesion was mads, the vietim was bound
hand and foot to the presthood. There can be no doubi that
confessions were made in Haby lon, for b is from such secor-
died confessions—and osly from these—that historians have
been able o formulate conclusione: aboui the Pabylonian
concepts of cighit and weong.'?

The Babylondan iden of confesdon was known in many
pariz of the world, Splverte wrote of this prociice among the
Crecks. “All the Greoks from Delphi to Thermopylas, werne
imitiated in the mysteriss of the temple of Delpki. Their
silence in pegard Lo everything they were commanded to kEsap
secret was seeured by the geneml confession exncted of the
aspirania aftor initistion,” Certain types of confession were
alio known n the religione of Medo-Parsia, Egypt, und Home
=hefore the dawn of Christinnicy," *

HBack is the distinctive color of the clergy garmmenls wom
by the priests of the Roman Cptholic Church and some Pro-
betant  denominstions alss follow this custom, But why
biack? Can any of us ploture Jesis and his spostles wenring
binck gurments? Black hes for cenfuries been lnked with
deark, Hopmes, traditionally, heve been black, black is wom
by mourmers af funerals, ate, If any puggest that blsck should
be wom in honor of the death of Christ, we would onky
point out that Christ is no Ioager dead]

On the other hand, the Bible mentions cerlain priests of
Baal thot dressod in black! God's message throwgh Zophanish
was this: 1 will cut off the remnsnt of Baal from this plece,
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and the name of the chemarims with the prests™ [ Zeph. 1 :&t.
The “chemarims"™ were priests who wore black gaments,’
This sorme tithe s transiated “idolatroes p.n'u-l.a." in another
presage phoot Haal worship (2 Kings 23:5), Adom Clarke
says, “Probably they were an orfder made by the idelairous
H.!I'ﬂ! af Judnh, snd called desmarim, from comar, which
spnifies to bo.tmade dark, o black, because thelr busi-
ness was constantly to attend sacrificial fires, and probably
they wore bdock germents; hence the dews in dension call
Christinn minsiars Lesioris, bocase of their blsck clothes
and garments. Why we should imitaie, in our sscerdobal
dm,lghm priests of Baal, & strange to think znd bard to
el ™1

Annother practice of the Catholic church which was ako
known m anclent time:s and among nop-Christian peophe &
the romanre, The Carkolic Secyclopediv says the tonsane b
“a spered rlle Instituled by e Churh by wihieh..a Chris-
tian b recsived into tee tledeal onder by shedring of his hadr...
Historically, the lonsure was mor wm wie o e primiriee
Chirely, Bven luter Si. Joerome (340-420) disapproved of
cleries shaving thelr headd™!'? But by the sxth ceniury the
Lomdiire wiae guite common. The Council of Toledo made it
n-girict male thet pll elerics musi recetve the tonsome,; bt
torday the custom is no konger precticed In many countries,

It B known and scknoadedged thai this cusiom wes “nof
m e in the prmitive Chuarch.” Bot it wae known amaong
pagan nations! Buddhs dhaved hie head in obedience to o
supposed divine command. The pelests of Osids In Egwp
were  distinguished by the il
ghoving of thair heads. The
priesis of Bpechos peceived the
tonsure. In the Cailsolie
church, the form of toosice
used [n Britaln wae  enlled
the Celte, with only a por
tion of hair being - shaowd
from the front of the kead. In
Eastern [oem, the whole was
shayed, Bul in the Romaew
forn, enlled the tonsare of
Bt, Poter, the roond tomeree -
wos e, leawving only hale Romgn Teatiire
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around the edges with the upper poriion of the hoad baledl.
The Celtie tonsure of priests in Britiis was Adicoled as heing
ihe tonsure of Simon Magos2® Bat why did Rome inelst on
the round Lonsure? We may mot have the full answer, bt
we do kpow thal such was “an old prectice of the priesis
af Mirkrs, who in their tosisures imitated the selar dlsk
As the sun-god was the preat Inmented godl, and had his hair
cul in a clrealar form, and the priesis who lamented him
hnd thelr halr cut In & similar manner, ao in differsnd coun-
tries those who tnmented the dead snd cut off their hoir in
bonor of them, cut it in 2 circular form™ " That wuch was
& very anciont custom—known even sl the time of Moses—
may be seon right within the Bihle. Buch was forbiddes
for priests: *They shall not make fefdness upon tekr head™
(Lav, 21:6). And that sach “baldivess™ was the rounded ton.
pure sedms implied from Leditbeus 10:27: “Ye shall not
round the comers of your hend."
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CHAPTER SEVEMTEEM

The Wlass

'-'.- " (} PRIESTE HAVE power to change the dlemants of

il bvend - and wine mto the Oeih and Blood of Chrst
during the masi dtual? s this belief founded on the Serip-
tupes?

The Catholic postion |z mummed op i the following words
fram The Catholic Encyclopgediz: “in the celebration of the
Holy Maoss, the bread and wine sre changed into the body and
blood of Chrst. It is called iremsebrignieiion, [or m the
Spemment of the Bucharist rhe rubsrance of bread and wine
der wal remain, but e envire wbifance of bread §2 chamged
Inta the bogdy of Chiriet, and the @afive swbitance of wine i
choaped into Wi blood, the spacied or oubward semblanoe
of brend and wine alone remuining, ™"

Suppart [or this bolief i sought i the words of Jesus when
he said of the bread be hpd blessed, “Take esi; this is my
body" and of the cup, “Drink ye all of ii; for this & my
blood™ (Matt, 26:26-28). Bul foerclng o firerel meaning on
these worls creales numersis problems of nterpretatbon and
tenads o ovedook the fack that the Bikle commonly wses
Figurative exppressans,

When some of David's men deked their Hves to briog him
water from Bethishem, he refuwed i, saying, “ls nob this
the hfoad of men who weal I8 jeopardy of lheir leest™
(2 Sam. 23:17), The Bible speaks of Jesus as a “doar™,
“yine™, and “rock™ (John 10:9; 15:5; 1 Cor, 10:4) All recog-
mize thess statrmenis are o be undesiood in oo fpeestive
sense. We belleve that such B also true of Christ’s statement
“this {s my body..ihs & my blood.” The bread snd wine
are srmboly of his body aod blood. This does pot detmct
ab all from the realiry of his presence within an ssembly
of bolievers, for he prombed, *Where two or three ore gaih-
ered logether in my name, there am 1 in the mbdsl of them™
(Matt, 18:20)% To reject the idea that he becomes Hierally
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present in pieces of bread or insids o cup of wine is oot to
meject that he in present spisirually among believers!

After Jesus “hipmsed" the alements, they were aol changed
into his ltersl flesh and blood, for he (literally) was sill
thore, He had not vanished away Lo appesr in the form of
broad and wine. After be hsd bessed the cup, he still called
it “the Pruit of the vine” ool Hieral blood (Matl, 26:30).
Since Jesus drank from the cup alss, did he drink his own
blood? If the wine became setuad biood, to drink it would
have been forbidden by the Bible (Deui 12:18; Aets 15:20).

Thare i no evidence that ony change comes Lo the elements
through thes Romish ritusl. They have the same tasie, color,
smell, weight, and dimensions. The bread still looks like
bread, tagtos like bread, emells like bread, and feels lke
h‘ﬂ:ﬂ.ﬂﬂilﬂﬂ!&ﬂlﬂlﬂﬂtﬂﬁﬂ,ﬂhfhﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬂnﬂ.ﬁt
wine still looks Lke wing, iastes ke wine, smells like wine,
pnd if one drank enough, it would make him drank s wine!
But this is believed (o be the blood of God, When the priest
Messes the bresd and wine, he says the Latin words, foe
ext corpis mews I view of the fact theat mo chongs takes
place, we can understand how ithe expression “hoous-pocus™
originated with these words.?

The poom on page 126 18 not included Lo be wokind of Lo
diicule what many sincers people consider a very sacred
ceremony, In spite of its crudeness, the poem does make
A podnt.

The leamed Council of Trent proclaimed thal the belief
in tramsohsiantion was exea tisd do salvaiies snd profoumoed
cumes on any who would deny it The Council ordened
pastom to explain that not only did the clements of the Mass
contain fesh, bones, and norves as o pard of Chelst, “but
alic @ WHOLE CHRIST, ™ The Catholle Enerelopedia says,
“The dogma of the tolality of the Real Presence means éhat
in each individusl species the whole Christ, fesh snd blood,
body and soul, Dhvindiy and humanity, is resdly present.™

The piece of bread baving become “Chrsd,” it s believed
that In offering It up, the priesi socrifors Christ. A curse
wui proaounced by the Council of Trent on any who be-
Heved otherwise, “1f any one saith that in the Mass a true and
proper macrifice b nol offered to God. et him be anath-
ema"® In Catholic belief, this “sacrifien” is a renewal of the
sacrifice of the cross, “Chrst,. commanded thet his hleody
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A ROMAN MIEACLE

A preity maid, & Prodestent, was to s Catholic wail
T lowe all Bibls trachs andd vales, qoice eaely she'd been bred,

1t sarely griewed hes husband’s heart thoi she would md comply,
And join e Mother Clingch of Rome sl herstles demy,

S0 day by dey he Maneeed has, boo 5l she aw wo good
‘Would ever oome From b divwn 1o idoly made of wood,

Thie Mz, the liast, the misackes, wée made ot to deceive,
And tremsuhstantiation, jov, she'd mevor dore helisve,

He wend 140 see his cléegymen and told him Bis md 1ale.
“My wile 15 an unbelieves, @i you gan pedhaps prevall |

Faor all yoor Romish miraches moy wile ki strang ovesvon,
To really work o mineche may hﬂ 101 heey comvesiion.

The (eriad wid with (b gan heman—ha thought o gain g price,
Mz sl 1 will cowveri her, sir, gnd bath et eyes™

%o when they came istn the i, e hieshand leadly. cried,
"The priest his came o dine with as!" “He's welcome,™ she rephed.

Amd when, ar lmg thie mesl waro’er, thie priest ac ence began,
Tor teach brin bosness gl alsoy dhee sindid seare of mas;

The greatness of o Savior's love, which Chemiians con't deny,
T give Himsell a saceillice and For our slng io dis,

=I will yetarn iomanrene, B, peepare some hresd and wina:
The sacramenial mimcle will sop you soul's Secline”

'l bake s bread,” the lady seid. "You may." Be did reply,
" kool when wnu've fpem this mrircle. convin Wil b, am 1.7

The priest diil came acoordsgly, (e brosd and wing &id bless,

The lady asked, *%ir, b5 b chamged?™ The prizil sngwdred, ey

11y chamged From commean breed and wing to truly Mesh ansd bled,
Begarrs, [oss, this power of mine ke chisged it into God!™

&0 having hlessed the bresd and wine, (o ewt they did prepare,
The safill it i 1t pedinnl, <1 wmmnh o 1o Lakik Eae,

Far am camee of asenk; wail milsed Tight in the batter,
Bt ainse you have is aabars changed, il cansil really mater,”

The priest was stnuck real dusnb—he Tooksd as pale o @l

The hresd snd wine fell fram his hands s ke did gesp for betath
“HBri mmrhmf"ﬁnyﬂmni-],“]]:’uhummﬂhuw?
The replied, “'Begone; i you whao thaes the cusie of Rome,™

The husshand, soo, ke st perpeised, @and not s said il sy,
At length be wpake, "My dear,” wald he, “the priso b g sy
Ta stk mummery and teipe, I'm ool for sone, quibe able;
'l gm yoru anad we'll renaunce this Roman Casholic fable. ™
s Author Unksown



sacrifice on the Cross should be daily resewed by an un-
bleody sacrifice of his Body and Blood in the Mass under the
simple ehements of bread and wine,”® Because the elements
arg changed into Christ, he *“4s predent in our churches not
only i 3 spifdfus]l menner boi really, troly, and subsian-
tinlly &8 the vicom of @ serifice.”” Though the ritual has
been carried oui millions of thmes, sitempis ae made o
oxplun that it s the same sacrifiee as Calvary becouss the
victim in each case is Jesas Christ,”

The very ides of Christ—"flesh and blood, body and soul,
Divinity and humanity "—being offered  repeatedly & a
“repewal” of the sacrifice of the cross, stands in shap
centraat o the words of Jeus on the cross, "It i ffighed™
{dobn 1930} The Okl Testwment sacriflees had to be con-
tinually offered because none of them was the perfect sacri-
fiee Buk now we wo sanctified theough the offeding of the
body of Jesus Christ ONCE for all. For every priest standedh
daily mindsiedng wnd offering oftentbnes the same sacri-
Fices, which can never take away sins: buk this man (Christ},
after he had offered ONE sacrifice for sins for cver, sl
down on the right hand of God.- Tor by ONE offering e per-
fected for ever them that are sanctifiod ™ (Heb, 10:10-14).

Catholic doctrine savs the saceifice of Chost on tho cros
should “be dally renewed”; bul the New Testsment scia
the idea of “daily soerifices" in contrast fo the OMNE sacriflos
af Christ, He was not to be offerod often, for “ il is ap-
poinied unie men once b div.aso Christ was ONCE offered
o benr the sins of many™ (Heb. 0:25-28), In view of this,
those who helievn the sactifice of the cross should be con-
tinaalty menewed 0 the Mess, b 8 e, “cmcify to thes-
s=lves the Son of Cod afreal, and pui bim to sn open shome™
iHeh, &:6).

Afiar the brepd has boen changed inio
Uibrlsi™ by the priest, it i=s placed on o
monsirance m the eanier of a sunburst design,
Before the monstrance Catholics will bow mid
wmﬁipthliiﬂrmlﬂuﬂndlmpuﬂh
tice, i o opinion, s amilar io the practices
of heathen  tribes which worship fetishes,
I it seriptural? Notiee what The Carkalic
Encyciopedin sxys “In the chaencd of Scrip-
tural proof, the Church finds o warrsni for, Woustraies




ond & proproty in, rendening Seine worship re the Bletced
Sacrament in the most ancient and comstant sradivion..."
This reasoning brings to mind the words of Resun, .. moking
the ward af God of none effeclt through your reditlan™
Mark T:13].

Adopting the idea thai tho elements of the Lond's Suppor
becoma the literal fliech and blood of Chrést was not withoui
its problems, Teriullion tells us that priesis ook groad care
that mo grumb should fall—lest the body of Jesus be hurt!
Even & crumb was believed to contsin o whole Chrisi. In the
Bllaifle Ages, ters were serious dicunsions os Lo whal abould
bie dons illpulmrmtqvn-ﬂllﬂ:rnmhrh':nmﬂnnﬂm
or i dog or mouse were by chance to eat God's bosiy! AL the
Council of Constance, il was argued whether 8 man who
milled some of the blood of Cheat on his beand shoald have
ki beard bumed, o B the beard and the man shoukd be
desiroyed by burning. It i adodtted on all sides thod oumer-
ous strange doctrines sccompoanicd tha sden of tramohstamn-
timtiom,

In the MNew Testement church it i evident that Christians
partook of borh the bread and the frilt of the vine as em.
blems of Chrst's death {1 Cor, 11:28). This Tee Canbaiic
Encvelopedis pdmite, Tt may be stated o8 3 general fact,
that down [o the twelfth eentury, b e West az well as in
the Easl, public Communbsn i te chunches was ondinarly
wiiminsiered and received under bosh kinads," o Pt Yelearly
hevond dispute.”'? Hur, sfter all these senturies, the Roman
Catholle Church began 1o hold back the cup ffom the people,
serving them only the bread. 'The priest dmnk the wine, One
argumient was that someone mdllitlpﬂllhﬂl'ﬂ-ﬂndniﬂlr.h‘t.
Buoi wm it oot possible thot tha cardy disciples could have
mpifled the cup? Christ did not withhold it from them on this
hasia! Serving only he!f of whal Jesis bad inethtaled called
for cortain “explanstions.” 10 was explained thal *commn-
bt uﬂfﬂn&ﬂuﬂ".ﬂﬂrunﬂhﬂ,whlnﬂﬂn
taking both. The people would not be deprived of any “grace
necessary for slvation™ and that “Christ is really preseni and
s received whole ond entive, body and bleod, soul apd
hiwimity, under sither species gione . haly mother the Church
wobits ppproved the custom of communicating under ope
kind...Motl only, therefore, i Communbon under both kinds
aol ohlgatory on the feithful, bot the chabice is senieely for
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bidden by ecclesinstical law to sny but the celebrating
priest™1" " Aftor mony centuries, this [sw has now bees re-
laxed. Bome Catholics are allowed to pariake of both bread
and cup, but customa vary from place o pluce.

Did ihe idea of tremsubsiantistion begin with Chost? The
historian Durant tells us that the beliel in transubstantistion
aé practiced in the Romean Catholic Church 5 “one of the
oldost sovemaniss of primirive wligion,”"? In the scholarty
work Marriug Eancyclopedia of Religion and Srliee, maoy
pages are devotod to sn article “Eoting the god.” In these
pages, shindant svidence & given of transubstantiation rites
pmong many natboos, tribes, and religivns. Such rite: were
known in pogan Rome as evideneod from Cicern's thetorieal
guedtion shout the com of Ceres and the wine of Bacchus, In
sithenism, o sacred meal of bresd and wine was celebruted.
siplathradem had o Encharied, but the ides of & sacred bangquet
is as old uthehununmuuﬂuuted.ntnnu;:ud
amoangst all peoples,™ says The Carholle Encpoioped . A

In Egrpt o cake wad consecrntod by s prisst and was sup-
posed to hecome the fesh of Osiris. This was then eaten and
wine was taken ua a part of the rite.,'® Even in Mexico and
Central America, among those who had never heard of
Christ, the belief in eating the fesh of a god was found. When
Catholic missionnries fisst landed there, they were surprised
“when they witnessed a religlous rite which reminded them
aof communton...an impge mode of Oour. after consecration
by priests, was distribuoted -nnngﬂielpeupu who nbe it
declaring it was the flesh of the deity.""

Higlop suggests thai the idea of eating the fesh of a god
was of cannibslistén inception, Since heathon priests ate a
portion of afl sscrifices, in cases of human sacrifice, priesis
of Beal wene requilred to eat human flesh, This = Calina-Bal”,
that ls, “priest of * |as provided the bass for our
modern word “cannibal "'

Uring Mase, membens of the Rombih church in good stand-
ing may come forward and kneel before Lhe priest who pleces
s piece of beead in thoir mouths which has become &
*{hrist.” This peece of bread is calied “host™, from & Latkn
word originally meaning “victm™ or “sacrifice.™'? The
Carkalie Eaprclepedia mps that the host “hes bheen e
ohject of o geat many mimches” including the bread being
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is
Jesue which wss hroken for us by the cruel
gtripes. But thiz symboalism i not corred oul by serving a
round, disk shaped wafer complotzly whole,

If the wee of a roand wafer & without seripturl bosis, is
it possihle thoi we are fsced with another example of pogan
influrnce? Hislop says, “The “round” waler, whoss ‘round-
ness' |5 g0 Imporiant an element nothe Homish Mystery, &
only another symbol of Baal, or the won, ™% We know that
round calié: wore used In the amciont
mysieries of Egypl. “The thin, sorad
cake pecurs on all altars,™®' In the
mystery roligion of Mithraism, the
higher mitkates of the sysiem received
a small rouni eake or wals of unleay-
ened hread which symbollsed the
swoigr divk,2? as did their round ton-
T

In 1B64 an mnciont temple was dis
coversd in Egypt with inseriptions
that show little round cokes on an
alinr, Above the allar & o lorge image
of the mnr?? A similar sunsymibaol
was used ahove the wliar of & temple
tesr the town of Babain, I upper
Egypt, where there s o represents- SEVPIaN Sum pnoge
tion of the sun, before which twao
priests are shown wonhipping. (Beo illudtralion),

This use of the sun-mmage obove the “gliar™ was nol lmited
to Egypi. Even In far away Pare, this same image was known
and worihipped ®* If thers ks any donbt that the shapo of the
host was infuenced by sun-womship, ooe may simply com-
pare the sun-image before which the hesthen bowed with
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the mooskrance  Ean-
image=in which the host
s plnced mx o “sun" and
before which Catholles
bow—and 5 stnking sini-
tanity will imanediately be
BECEL.

Even among the krasl-
ites, when they fell into
Banl worship, sm-images
were =l up abowve thair
afters! Bul during the
reign  of Josah, theds
images ware tom downs
“And they brake down
the altars of Baslim in
his pru:m:v.- end the

{margin,  sun-

Juuguh that were on
high abore them"™ (2

Cheon,  #4:d). An e
companying old woodeut
llustrates eome of the
strange images thai they
worshipped, imeloding
iwo sun-ioages at the top
of columns.

The photogeaph on the
next page shows the altar
aof 8L Peiers and huge
canopy  (the laldachi-
pum —akeety-flve  feet
high—which i supported
by four columns, twisted
and slightly coversd by
branches. At the top of
the ecohimns—"“on high
above™ e maost Empor-
tant altor 0 Cathol.
fcism—are sin-lmages like
those that were ussd in
pagnn worship, High on

Bun wl.l."jl'ltll'l i Fery

Herpmdat woodcuf (1867
of encienr Jewith fdolatry




Tarteriar of ¢ Perer’s showdng mn images

the wall, as the photograph alsc shows, is 8 boge and elabo-
mibe golden sunburl image which, from the eptrance of the
chomrh, wso appears “above” the alfar. A lange san-amage
nkso appears above the altar of the Chumch of the Rean,
Rome, and handreds of others. (Dhstration on poge 132%
Interestingly enough, (he greal temple st Babylon abso
fentured a golden sun-image. .

Bometimes the cireular sun-image i a8 stxined glass windoow
ahoye the sltsr or, & is wory cormmon, phove the entrance of
churches, Some of Lhese central cirealar windows are beauati-
fully decomled Some are sureounded with sun rays. [n Baby-
lon there were temples with images of the sun-god (o {ace
the rslng sun placed sbove the entriea?8 An corly Babylo-
nlan cemple built by king Gudes foptursd soch on emblem
af the sun-god over the sntmnce®” |t was n costom for
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Egvptian  builders Lo
place a solar disk {same-
timees with wings or othar
smmbloms) over ithe en-
trunee of their lemplos—
o homor the sun-god and
drve awey ovil sinls.
We are nol suggesting,
of cowrse, that the round
designs in use todoy con-
vey the mesnings they
once déll o thoss who
went to hepthen temples,
Nevertheless, the imi-
lority seems sigmificanl.

The cincular window
thot hes been so com-
minly used alove the
entrances of chorches s
sHmeLimes called &
tghesl"  window, The
wheel design, =1 the wheel of a
eRariof, WHR belisved by saamn
of the ancionts to ales be & sun-
symbol. They thought of the sun
pa u greal chadod driven by the )
pun-gosd who maide his tip soross || ]
the heavons eoch day and passed
through the awderwordd at :rh]g]'ll:.
When the Isrmolites mixed e
relygbon of Baal into their wor-
ship, they had Yehardods of the
am™—chariois dedicated to the Cirewdar srained glars
mm-god (2 Kings 20:4-11). An  Wimdow
image in the form of o choriol wheel & ploced over the
(amous stalae of Peter in St Petes’s. A tablet now in o Btk
museam shows one of the Babylonien kings restoring s sym-
bol of the sin-god in the templs of Hel. The symbol is an
eight pointed cross, Hke o spoked wheel, A sifniar
design nacks the povement of the clreolpr court
before Si, Petor's. (See page 41).

lamish pieiures of Mary and the saints alweys featurs n

fmerier of the Church
af the Gerl, Roma
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circular sun-symbol dsk around bekr heads,
The Roman bomsure b round. Hound imoges
are seen above the allay ond entrances. The
monsimoce in which the roond host in pleced
aften features a son-bust design, Al of
these wes of mn symbals may ssem quite
insignificant, But when the over-all pleture is '
sein, anch provides o clus o help sobe the =
mystery of Babylon modem.
ﬂumudn.ﬁu'lnfﬂuﬂ—muﬂmpichmdpd;ﬂn
marked with crosms. We can't help but notieo how B
similar these are to the roand wofers scen in the drawing of
an Assyrinn monument which we kove reproduced below,

Asrgrign imomERIeRl ICERE

fn this scens, one man B bowing befors a priest-Eing and
beneath o sun-imagge. The secomnd man From he mght b bring
Ing an offedng of round wafen marked with crosses!

When Jrsun institioted the memorinl eupper, it was st aighy
It was not st breakfast time, or ot lunch time: The fest
Christians partooh of the Lord's suppor af night, following
the example of Chrisl and the types of the Oid Tesiament
But later ihe Lond's supper come to be obeerved at o morning
meeking 1% To what extent this may hove been mfluonosd
by Mithraim, we exnnot say. We do know thot the Mithraie
rites wern observed early in the moming, belng assodated
with the sun, with dawn, For whatever resson, | 18 now a
commaon  custom among both Catholie ssd Protestont
chiarches Lo luks the Lond's “supper” in the morming.

A factor thot muy hove encournged the early moming Mass
within the Catholic church was the ides thal & person should
be forring bafore receiving communlon, Obstously eady
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marming was on easler fime o meot this requirement! But Lo
mequite sach fasting cannot be solidly build on scriptare, for
Jesus bad just caren when he instituted the memorial supper!
O the othar hend, those who soughl initistion in the Elesi
nian mysteres wore fimt aaked: “Are yod fasting?™ 1 their
anawer wns Begative, imitistion was donied *® Fasting itself
s, of coure, o Biblicsd doctrine. But true fasting must comes
from the heart and nod mecely becpuss of 8 manmade ke,
Of such, God says, “When they fasi, | will not hoor their
ery™ (der. 14:12). The Phariases were atrict abouat fasting on
certain days, bul neglected the weighlier matlerns of the
law [Moth. 6:18). Poal warned about certoin commandonesis
tio “ahetzin from mesta™ 08 being a mark of apostasy (1 Tim.
4:8).

In commenting on the Mass snd ils elabarate ritualism,
Bomantim and the Cospdl agys: *It is 2 spectacle of gor-
peous magnificence—Lights, coloms, vesimenis, music, incense,
pnd what hos o strange pivchological sffect, a number of

innis

ool participanta, spectators like those who were peoseil al
a performance of ithe snckenl oo erery culrs, ™ A poted
wirk on Catholicem summarizss  the mechankcal per-

elght times; bows his shoulders seven times; blesses the altar

ihe of the cross thirty times; loys his hands st on
nliar twenty-nine times; prays secretly eleven times;
prayy aloud thirteen lmes; takea ihe biewd and wine and
turns it into the body ond blood of Christ; eovers and un-
CiT ice ten times; goes to med Coo Oweniy
tirmes,"?" Adding to this complicpted ritulism & the wse of
highly colored robes, candies, balls, ineemnes, nusic, and the
ghowy pageantry for which Homoniem B known, What
& conirast o the (mple memorial supper instituled by Clirsd!



CHAPTER BGHTEEW

.ﬁm Ebnf& aiisd ?‘Mﬁ

ﬂE‘rﬂFUthwﬂﬂuﬂud.lhﬂJuhdﬂ-dm"hnnd'
Friday™ and mmae from the dead early on "Easter™
Bonday moming. Since Jesus said he would riee “the third
day," some count part of Friday as one doy, Ssturdny e
the secomd, wnl part of Sunday a8 the thied. 16 s polnted out
thai sompeilmes an exprosion Hke “the third day™ can in-
clide only parts of deys, o port of a day being counted o
p whole. The Jewish Encycloprdio says that the day of a
funersl, aven though the funeral might tnke pince Late i the
afternoon, 8 counted 2= the fimt of the seven days of meurn-
ing.' Other examples of part of & day being counted for &
whole day, s li were, nre Found within the Bible also, ps in
the following statement by Jesus: “Behold, 1 cast out devils,
and | do cures to day and to morrow, and the thind day 1
shall be perfected, MNevertheless | must walk to day, sed
Lo morrow, and the day following: for il conmob e it a
prophet perinh oub of Jenasalem™ (Lk, 13:32, 33} In this
cue, “the third day" would men the same nz “the day fol-
fowing {tomorrow | "—three days, #ven though only paris of
Llyose days are lnvolved. Many feel this explalns the tme
elemenl belwern the burnl ond resurrection of Chrat.

There sre other Christinns, however, who gre not (otally
matislied with this explanation, Josus often said he would rise
“the third duy"™ (Matd, 16:31; Mk, 10:34 ). Bui he nlso spoke
of this time perdod and gave it as & specific sign of his mes
slahship a8 belng three days aod fhree nighis, “As Jonas
was thiree days and three nights i the whale's baliy”, he mid,
“so ghill the son of man he THEEE DAYS AND THREE
HIGHTS in the heart of the earth™ (Mot 12:38-40),

That the expresion “the third day™ can, seripturally,
include three days and three nlghts can be seen n Genels
1:4-18: “God divided the bghl from ihe darkness. Anid God
called ihe Hght day, and the darkmess be called night. And
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the evening (darkness) nnd the moming (Ught) were the

FIRST DAY.snd the evening (derkness) pnd the moming
{ght) wers the SECOND DAY . .and the svening (now thres
perinds of might) and the moming (now three periocds of
light) were THE THIRD DAY." This provides an axempls
of how the term “the third day™ can be coumied up and
shown Lo inclade thres days emd thres nights,

While we hove long favored the view we will prosent here
—iwhich allows for throe full daye: and nighte=—we would
hasten to point out that, o8 Christiams, the fact we believe
Jesus did Eive, die, and rose sgmin b infinitely more impor.
twnt than some axplination we may offer regarding the time
elemsent of his tsrial,

Hiwe thers are fwelvs hours in & day and twelve hoars ia
o might (Joha 11:9, 10), i we fpare 8 full “three daye and
three nights", this would egual 72 hours, Bul wos the
time cloment exacnly T2 hours? Jesus was Lo be In the tomb
for *three days and three nights”™ and rise ofier thnee
days (M. B:31). We see no reason to figore this as any e
than a full 72 bours. On the other hand, if be wai o be
mized from the dead “inv theee diys™ (John 2:19), this ooald
mob be uny more thmm 72 hours, To harmonize these varlous
satements, & does not som onrmeasonable to ssume thal
the btme period was exsctly T2 hours, After all, God i a
God of EXACTHNESS, He doss everyihing dght on schedule,
Mothing is accidenial with him,

It was “whan the folness of me was come™=—no0{ one yeir
too eady of ooe Year boo lafe—'God sent forth his Son™
(el Atd) The tme for his masinting was foreordained and
spokm of by the prophel Dandel, o8 was also the thme when
he would be “vai off™ for the sins of the people, Thoss wiho
trbed to kill him beoforo this foiled, for his “Hme™ wa 6ol
yet come (John T:8) And not only the year and Bme of his
death, but the very hour was o port of the divine plan.
Hptather", Josin praved, *the bowr ls come. " (John 1717 ).

Bince there wmm an exect time for him Lo be borm, an exact
for hin apointing, an expct time for his minkstey o
, En gxnet tims for hic desth, we hove no problom
thers was also an exact time period between his
ial and resurrectlon—TE howrs exdcply, W this is true,
the resurvection ook plece st the sume Lime of day that
was buried—only thres days laler, What tme of day was

e
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thia?

desus died shoridy after “the ninth hour” or three in the
afternoon (Matt, 2T:46-50). “The Jews, becouse it was the
preparation, that the bodies should nob remam opon the
cross on the sashbath day, (For that salbbath was an high day,)
besought Piate that their legs might be broken, and that
thiey might be taken away. .bhot when they came to Jesus. .
b was dead slresdy’ (dohn 189:31-33). By this time, “the
ovon wak come™ (Miko 15:43) it w lste afemoon. The
law sadd: “His body shall aol remain all aight upon the tree,
but thou slhinlt in any wise bury him thol day ™ Deat. 21 :23 1
In the time remaining in thet day before mndown, before
the high day sabhath begam, Joseph of Arimsthass obtained
permission o remove the body, He st Micodemus prepared
the body for burinl with linen clothes and spices, and placed
it in n noarby tomb (John 19:38-42F—all of this being com-
pleted by sumdown.

{f the resarrection took plece st the same time of day bs
wien Jesus was buded—only three days lnter—ihis would
place he resurrection close bo anidown, sor werie, a8 &
commanly asumed, A smrse reurrection would haee e
quired am extrs night—three daye and four nights, This was
nok the esse, of coumse. Those who came (o the tomb al sun-
rive, melead of wilnessing the resurrection ol thai preciss
time, found that the tomb wes alrendy empiy (Mk. 16:2).
Jobn's scoouni tolls. us that Mary Blagdalene came to the
tomb when “it was yet DARK® on the firsd day of the wosk
and degus was NOT theee (Johm 2021, 21

The gospel wrliers tell of severnl different vislis mode by
the disciples to the tomb on that frsd day of the wesk. In
EVERY instance, they found the tomb EMPTY1 An angel
sakd "Hrinul.hﬂr:lmlmhlimynh:ndd"{m
28:8). The fint doy of the wook was when the
discovered that be was fsen (Loke 24:1, 2, ede, ), bul no-
whare does the Bible sctually say this was Use time of Use res-
e Lo,

The only werse which seemn (o teach 8 Sunday moming
reswrreciion & Mark 10:9, “Now when Jesus was risen early

the Ami day of the week, he appeared first o Mary Mag-
dalene...” Bait this verse doos not ey that early on the firse
day Jesns was “rising'™ or that he “did rise™ of that lEoe, It

Ilhlllhﬂlhuﬂhlﬂqnlthlwﬂkm.hn"ﬂ'ﬂ

i
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RISEN"—past porfect tense,

Sl there wire no punctusiion marks in the Greek mapo-
peripis frivm which our New Testament was branshaled, the
phrasn “enrly the Gl doy of te week™ counld just s cor
rectly—somae think more correctly—be lnked with the time
desus appeared o Mory, By simply placing e comma after
the word “rsen™, this werse would read: “Now when Jesua
was risen, sady  the fist day of the weok he sppeared first
to Mury Magdalene.” This ssems Lo be the meaniong odgl-
nully intended, for the verses Lhal follow show that Mark was
recarding the varions apponrances thol Jesus made, not ox-
plaining on which day the resurrection took place,

When Sunday moming ceme, Jesus had already coen, the
maurrectinn having taken place just befom sundown of the
day befors, Counting back three days would brng we to
Wednesday, Would this make three doys ond three nights
betwoen the barial and resuowection. of Chest? Yes, Wed-
nesday night, ‘Thursday night, and Fridoy night—three nights;
ileo Thursday, Friday, and Baturday—thren duys, This would
make o totl of exacily three doys and three nights or 72
tours, Une day after Wedneslay would be Thursdsy, fwao
duys after Wednesdny would be Friday, and “the third day™
efter Wednesday would be Saturday,

The wonds of e o disclples on the romd o Enonsus
are o bit difficull, *Bul we brusted thal i hod been he which
ghoold have redeemied Tunel™, they iid, “snd besido ol
this, b0 duy = the thitd day sinee these things were dope'
(L. 24:21) Bocsuwse Jogus apposred bo these disclples on
the frit day of the week (veme 13), and this was “the thivd
duy since these things were done™, would this not mdieata
that Jesus dind on Friday? This would depend on how we
pounl. If parts of a doy o connted ax o whole, Friday could
be meant, On the other hand, ope day “since™ Fridey wouald
hove been Saturdsy, the second day “since”™ Fridsy wouold
have been Sunday, and the thind day “since”™ Friday would
have heen Monday! This method of cotnting would not
indinde Friday,

In seeking to offer an explanation; | submit the following:
They had talked aboui *ef thess things which had hap-
puunld" {verse 14 j—miore  than ill'l: one event. 1T *theso
thinge™ included the amest, the crueifivion, the buripl, and
the stilng of the seal ond waich over the tomb, all of thee
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things were not done until Thiavsdagy, Jmmhmnnﬂrmﬂ
wae crucilied on the “preparstion” (Wedpesday). “The noxt
day [(Thumdny), thol followed the day of the preparstion,
the chinf pricsts and Pharsess came Logeidher unio Pilabe,
saying, Gir, we romember thot that deceiver said, whils he
wins yel alive, After threo days | will FAse ngnim, Comemond
therefore Lhat (he sspulehre be msde sure until the third
day, lest his discijles come by night, and stesl hilmo away ™
(Matt, 27162840 Fmﬁilm,hhrmmhmmk:dﬂd
guarded. “These things” were not fully comploted=—wene not
“ane =il e Lomb was sealed and goarded, This hap-
pened, ma we have already seen, oo Thurday of that woeeli,
the high day. Sumday, then, would hove been “the third
day slnce (hese things wern dope”, bul pot the thicd day
dnce the crucifxdon.

Bince Jesus wos crucified on the day bafors the sabbath,
we can understand why some bave thoughi of Frday as the
day of the erusifivion. Bui the sabbath thal [ollowed ki
death wus not the weekly sabhath, but an annusl sabhath-—
“for thai ssbbath was an high day ™ [John 18:14, 31). Ths
sabbaih coald fall on eny day of the week and thol yesr
apparenily cane on Thomdoy. He was erscified ad buried
on the preparstion day (Wedneaday), the nexi day wan the
high day ssbhath [Thursday}, then Friday, followed by the
wookly sablath (Saturdsv), Undesstanding that theme wermn
rwo sabbaiths thil week explaing how Chrlet could be ereck-
Gedon the doy before the sabbath, woe already dsen Crom e
tomb when the day gffor the sabhbath come=yel Molfiling
his sigm of thiee days and three nights,

A coreful comparson of Mark 16:1 with Luke 23:56 pro-
vides furiher evidence thers wers Dwo splsbaths thal wesk—
with o common work day between the bwo, DMark 1601
says! “And when the spbhath was past, Moary Magdolens and
Mory the Mother of Jomes, snd Sslome, Sowph™ sweel
spices thol they mighi come and anoinl him."™ This verse
stales that it m.u,ﬁ:rﬂ:nﬂ'hhﬂ:n‘hmﬂ:ﬂ. women bought
their spéces, Luke 23:56, however, states that they prepaned
the splees and o/fer preparing them restod on ihe sabdath:

* Tha g dvma Vargion & the only mensdsrian jof meny & hevs chacksd) ths
usm i el Vel bought " Al attees mess perrenily rendanl tha e
“hosgit,” i W net uncommoms dor thin veess io be resd se though the moman
Thitlaghd” e, bl the waaell b VBsaghtl™ o lEftes maliing B o Menines)
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iaAnd they retumed, and prepared gpices and ointmenis;
anid rested the sshbath day aceording to the commandment.™
The one verss says it was §ffer the sabbath the women
bought spices; the other verse says they prepared the spicos
Before the sabbath. Binee they couldn't prepore the spices
until firsi they hod purchased them, the evidence for two
different sabbaths thot week seems conchosive.

Writing in E¢ernity magazine, its editor, Donald Groy Bam-
howse, said: I personally have abways hedd thal thers wore
two Sabbaths bn our Loed's st week—the Satunday Sabbath
and the Pmsover Sabbath, the latter beimg om Thussday,
They hastened (o take his body down after m Wednesday
crucifixion and he was throe doys and three nights (st losst
72 hours) in the tamb.” He ciies evidence from the Desd
Sea Scrofls which would ploce the Last Supper on Tuesday.
Mot all tradition bas favored o Friday crucifixion. He quotes
from n Homan Catholie journsl published in France thal
sign pncient Christinn radition, stiested to by the Didascalta
Apoatolorum g well m by Epiphanius and Victorinus of Pet-
i [died 304) gives Tuesdny evening &5 the dote of the Last
Supper and prescribes a fast for Wednesday Lo commemorte
the capiure of Christ.™

Though strongly holding to the Fridey crucifixion, The
Cacholic Enepefopediz says thal mot all seliolars have believed
this wuy. Epiphanks, Loctantius, Wescold, Casslodorus and
Gregory of Tours ars mentioned ss mjecting Friday as the
day of the crucifixion.”

In his book Hible Juestions Answered, W, L, Pettingll,
gives this question and anewer: “Om what day of the week
was our Lord cruckied? Toe us it b perfectly obvions that
crucifixion was on Wednesday,™ The Compainion Bible, pub-
lished hy Oxford University Press, in s Appendix 156
expiains that Christ was criscified on Wednesday,

In his Dake’s Annoiated Reference Dible, Finis Dake hos
saldl In his pote on Matthew 122400 “Christ was dead for
three full deys and for three full nights. He was put in the
rove Wednesday just befors munset and was resierected ot
ihe ond of Saturday ol simset. . No siatement says that
He was buried Friday ai sunsel. This would make him in the
grave ooly one doy snd one night, proving his own words
umtre."*

The guotations given here from voricus minsiers are eps-
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ciplly sigmificant since this belief wne nof the genorally ac
copiedd position of the warious church osganizstions with
which they were affiliated. In such cases, men speak feom
comviction, nod merely convenience. Such was e cme of
R, A Torrey, noted ovangelist and Bible institute desn,
whose words (written in 1907) well sum up the hasic pos-
tlon we have presented here. *. Acconding bo the commaondy
arpepied iradition of the church, fesus wos craelfied on Fo-
doy...and was raised Irom the desd very early in the moming
of the following Sunday, Many readers of the Bible are puz-
eled bo kmow how the interval between late Friday altermoon
and early SBunday moming can be Bgured oul to be thres
days and three nighis, It scems rather to be fwo nighis, one
day snd & vory small portion of mmother day,

“The solution af this apparent difficulty proposed by many
commentotors b el ‘s day end o alght' i simply anodlser
wany of saying "a day’, end thai the anclent Jews reckoned
n fraction of a day os a whaole day.,. There arm many pomons
whom this solotion does not slogether satiefy, and the
writer i5 free Lo eonfess it doss not sstisfy him st s, 1t seeme
Lo me bo be g makeshift. ..

“The Bible nowhere sava oo implies thai Jesus wos cruci
fied and died on Friday, I s eabd that Jesus was crocified
on “the day before the Sabhath’. Now the Bible does not
leave us Lo speculate in regard fo which anbbath is meant
in this inetanes.. it wae nod the day before the weakly sab-
bath (that is, Friday), but it was the day bafore the Passover
sbbath, which caome this yenr on Thursday—that s to say,
hﬁrmwﬁﬂhiﬂlﬁﬁﬂ“mﬁdnwml
dohn makes this & clonr as day,

‘lesup was burjed just mhout sunset on Wednesdmy, Sev-
anty-two hourn later. he srosé from the grave, When the
women Vigiled the tomb just before dawn in the morming
they Fosind the grove already empty.

¥Thent is asotoiely nothing in fevor of Friday eroeifizion,
but everything in the Scriptures s porfectly harmondzad by
Wednesday crucifixion. Il b remarkable bow many prophe-
teal mnd typical presages of the Old Testament are fulfilled
and how many seeming discrepancies in the gospel nuoro-
tves are siralghtened oul when we once come Lo undersiand
that Jesus died on Wednesday, pnd aot on Priday ™
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CHAFTER HIMETEEM

Fish, Fridog, and the Spring Fustival

‘“ E HAVE SEEN from the Scriptures certain reasons
phAM for questioning Friday s the day on which Christ
was cricified. Yot sach Friday, many Catholice abetain [rom
mesi—substituting fih in (s place—supposedly in reden-
branee of the Friday crucifivion. Roman Catholics in the
United Siates wee no longer required by thelr chuech to ah-
ginin from mest on Fridasys (s formedy —except during
Lent—naevertheless many alill follow the custom of fish on
Friday.

Certainly the Scriptures mever mssociate fsh with Fridoy.
O the other hand, the word “Priday"” comes Erom the name
of “Freya", who wes regarded ss the goddess of peoce, joy,
and FERTILITY, the symbol of her fertility being the FISH,
From very early times the fish was o symbol of fertility
among the Chinese, Asyrians, Phoonicians, the Babylonians,
snd others,” The word “fish™ comes from dag which implies
increase or fertility,” i

& accompanying illostration s son Venus with
Anciens Pogen and Moderm Cheds- fizh wymbol
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tlan Spmbolizm  shows the iud:I-
Tmummhﬂamhﬂ.ﬂnﬁh.

The finh we regonded s agered to
Ashtoesth, the names onder which
ihe larssfites worshipped the pagon
poddess. In ancienl Egypt, Isis was
pometimes represented with & fish
on her hesd, as seen i the sccom-
Friday was named afier the goddess
of sexual leclility, Pridsy being her
macred doy, m:ll:heﬁhhu'!fmhﬂ,.
it seems like more than o mers ciine-
donee thal Catholics hove beon taught
thot Fridey & a day of sbetinenes
from meat, a day tooeat fikh!

We have already nobced why
some Christians have rejecled Friday E
s the doay of the crucifixion and txiw amad Horsda
Enster Sunday moming as the time
aof the resursection. From whare, then, did Esstor oheemvance
come? Did the sarly Chrstians dye Faster egm? [d Peler
or Paul ever conduct an Essler suntise secvice” The amawen
urw, of course, obvious.

The word “Essier™ appesrs onee in the King James Ver-
mon; “.Jdntending after Easter to bring him forth to the
prople™ | Acts 12:4). The word tramalaled *“Esster’ heee s
pasrhz which =ss ALL scholnm koow—ihe Greek word
for pesecrer mnd has no connection with the Enghsh
“Eaater.” [i s well-kmown that “Essiec™ |8 not & Christian
expression—nol in 8 origioel meaning. The word comes
from the name of o pagan goddess—the goddess of the rising
light of dwy and spring. “Esstor” i but o more modeom form
af Eostre, Osters, Astarte, or kshiar, the latter, sccording to
Hislop, being pronounced s we pronounce *Baster" foday,”

Like the word "!‘.—m‘", many of our customs at this sea-
gom had their begmnings among non-Christian religiomns. Epst-
er ¢ggr, for example, ore colored, hic, bunted, and eaien—a
custom done nnocently Loday and aften liaked with s time
of fun and frolic (or children. Bul this custom did not gl
nate in Christionity. The egg was, however, 8 sacred symbaol
among the ¥abylonisny who belirwed an old fable ebout an




e of wonderous size which fell from heaven uie the Fu-
phrates River. From this msrvellons egg—aocording to the
ancient myth—the goddess Asiarte (Easier) wns habched.
The egg came to symbaolize the goddess Eastor.?

The smclent Droide bors sn egg 88 the sscred smblem of
thalr idolstrous order,” The procession of Ceres i Home
was preceded by on egg'” In the mystedes of Bacchus an
egg was consecrnfed. Chinn ueed dyed or colored eggs in
sarred festivale. In Japan, an anciont custom was to moke the
sacred egg o brapen color, In northerm Europe, in pagan
times, ogin were colored ond used == avmbols of the goddess
of spring. The illustrufion given below shows two woys the
pagnne represented thedr sacred eggs, On the left & the Egg
of Hellopolis; on the dght, ke Typhon®s Egp. Among the
Egyptinns, the ey wos dssociated with the sun—the “golden
ege.”"! Their dyed egge were wsed ps pacred offerdings ot the
Easter srason.*

Baye The Enepclopedis ritonnidd, *The egg as & syimbol of
foriility and of renewed ke poes back bo the ancienl Egyp-
tana atd Peralans, who had alio the costom of colodag and
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the Loibh, Pope Paul V (16056-1621) ceen appointed s proyer
in this connectbon: **Bless, (0 Lord, we beseech Usee, this thy
cyepturg of epge, thul b may become wholesome giilesancs
unts thy servants, eoting i i remembeance of our Locd
Jesus Christ.”" *

The following quotations from The Cathalic Emeyelopedie
ure signifieant. “Bacanso the use of egge was Torbidden during
Lent, they wers beought to the table of Easter Day, cobored
red o symbolize the Esstor joy...The custom oy lave-ite
origin in pegrniim, for @ preal mEny pagam cwrioms cebe-

thee retum of spring, gravitaied to Esster™! SBoch was
cuee with a custom that wo popular i Europs, “The
Fire ks lit on the top of moiniains fom new fire;
dmwn from wood by friction; this is o custom of peges
ongin in vogue all over Europs, signifying the wvictory of
spring over winter, The bishops smed severe edicts against
the sacrilegious Exstor fires, bub did not succeed in abolishing
them everywhere.” Bo what happened? Notice this carefully!
“The Church adopied the observance into the Easter cerero-
pies, referring it o the Gery column in the desert and to the
resurrection of Christ™! Were pagen customs mixed nto the
Romish church and given the sapgeorance of Christionity ™
It is noi necessary Lo take my word for it, in numenous
places The Caitholic Encpclopedis comes right oul and says
io. Finally, one mom quokte concemsd the Easter 8abbid
“The rabbil B & pugen symbol ond hes always been an om-
blem of fertility. """

“Like the Easter egg, the Esster hare", smys the Encycio-
pedin Brirgwnica “came to Chriatisnity from antiquity, The
hare is sssoclated with the moon in the |egends of ancient
Egypt and other peoples...Through the fact thal the Egyp-
tinn word for bore, om, means also ‘open’ and “period’
tho hore come o be paociated with the ldes of periodicity,
both lanar and human, and with the baginming of new life
iy both the young man and young woman, and 0 o symbel
af feriflity and of the renownl of fe. Ac ooch, the hare be-
came Hnked with Easter..eges.”'® Thus both the Emstes
rabhit and Eaxler eggs wers symbsols of sexunl significance,

H
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symbsnls of fortility.

Al the Epster season it is pol uncononom for Chosbians Lo
piiend smndie services. [ & sssumed thot mich honor Cheist
hecansr he rose from the dend on Esster Sundny moming
fust pe the sun wes coming up, Bul the rearrection did not
actually occur ot sunrise, for it wes yoi DARK when Mary
Muogdalene canbe Lo the tomb and it wes afrrady empiy! On
the other hand, thers was @ type of sunrds serviee thal was
s part of sncient sun worship, We do not mean o imply,
of course, that Christion peoples todoy wondilp the sun in
thelr Easter sunrise services. Nor dg we say thai those who
bow before the monstrance sun-imoge with s round, sin
shapod host are worshipping the sun. Bul such practicss,
being without scrpiursl exunple, do indicale thob mixiaeer
harwe besen mads.

In ihe tme of Ezeliel, pvon people who hod known the
true God, Fell Inlo sun worship and made it o pard of their
worship, “And he hrought ime bile e nnee eoort of the
Lord's houss, and, bhehold, at the door of the templs of the
Loed, betwesn the porch and the alior, were aboul fve and
twenly men, with thelr backs toward the temple of the
Lord, and (heir faces boiwarnd he EAST; and they worshipped
ihe sun toward the EAST™ |Esekiel 8:16) The fhct that
uu'rwmlﬁppadﬂ'umlnwnﬂr]m_llhnﬂﬂﬂﬁ.lmﬂ-
rite serviee, The mext werse gave: *...and, lo, they put the
branch bo thelr nose.™ Fausset anys this “alludes to the idola-
trous nenge of holding up o branch of lamardsk (o the noss
ot dayhresk whilst they sang hymns to the rising san.*'®

It was also (o the erst thet the propheis of Baal looked in
the days of Elijjah. Baal was the sun-god, snd so god of fire.
When Elijah challenged e poopheiz of Banl with the words,
“The (od that answen by FIRE, lel him be Ood™, he was
meeting Bual worship on its own grounds, What tine of day
was it when these prophets of Hoal started calling oo him?
It wos xe Basi—ihe sun—made his fixl appeamnce pver the
eastern horiton. b owas ol “moming™ (1 Kisgs 18:26), that
is, at dawn, 17

Hites conmecied with the downing sup—in one form o
ancilier—hove been lmown among many ancent nations. Tho
Aphinz in Egypt was located so @8 o face Lhe sask. From
Mouni Foji-yuma, Jopan, prayers are made Lo the dsng s,
“The pilgrime pray to their meing sun while climbing the

146



molunlain sides . somstimes one may e everal hundreds of
Shinto pilgrims in their white robes oming out from their
shelters, andd joining their chants o the rising sun.""™ The
pogun Mithdsts of Rome mel logether ol dawn in honor of
the sun-godd.

The pubdess of spoag, from whose name our word
“Epster” comes, was associnbed with the sun dalng in the rarr
—owen &8 the very word “East-er” woulil seem Lo imply, Tlus
the dawn of the sun in Ow easl, the nome Easter, and the
spring sesson e all connectaed,

According to the old legends, after Tammuox wos slakn, e
descended into the underworld. Buil through the weeping
of his "'mnlh:r", I:lhh.l'i.[‘.u.l‘l.nr]. be wam mystically revived
In soring. “'The msurrection of Temmuz theegh shiar's
grel was drumptically represented epsually in oeder to
insure the succes: of the crops and the fertility of the
people. Exch yeor men and women hael to griove with lehiar
aver the death of Tammuz and celebrate the goed's returm in
order Lo win smew her faver and her benefits!™"? When
ithe new vegelation began to come forth, those mciont people
beelivved thelr “savior™ had come from the anderworld, bl
ended wintor, ond coussed spring Lo bogin®? Even tse lemel
ites pidopted the dootrines @l dtes of the annaml pagan
spring festival, for Ezellel spesks of "women weeping for
Tammine"™ | Ezekis] B:14).

As Christisns we beliove that Jesus Christ rose from the
dead in realipy—nol merely in mature or e new vegetalion of
sprimg. Becanse his sesurrecton wos in the spring of the yedr,
it was not too difficult for the church of the fourth contury
{now having departed from the origing faith in & mumber
of woyd) to merge the pagan spring feetival into Chrlstianlly.
In speaking of this merger, the Ercpclopedio Brisennica
siyE,  CChristianily..incorporaied in s celebration of the
preal Christian feasi day mensy of the heathen rites and
customs of the spring festival*'!?

Legend has it that Tammuz was killed by a wild boar when
bo wes forty vears old. Hislop points owh that forty day:—a
day for each year Tommuz had ived on earth—were sel nside
o “weep for Tommuoe™ Tn olden times these foriy days
waore ohaarved with weaphng, fasting, snd selfl-chaticemeni—
to gnin anew his favor—so he would come forth from the
underworld nnd couse spring Lo begin, This ohservance was
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nol only known st Babylon, but slso smong the Phosnl
clans, Egyplians, Mexbcans, und, for a tme, oven pmong the
Tsrmelites. “Among the pagans™, says Hislop, "ithids Lent seems
to have bean an indispensable preloninary (o the gresl anausl
festival n commemorstion of the death snd resurrection
of Tammua, =72

Having adopied other oHels about the spring festival into
ithe church, it wa only another siep n the dovelogment o
also adopl the old “fasl” thal precesded (he festival, The
Carholic Facpelopedis very honestly points out thal “writers
in the fourth century were prons to describe many practices
(eur the Leates fiwnd of forty davi) as of A4 posalle mstibo.
thon which certainly had ne claim fo be o regarded Y It
was pob until the sizih cendory thai the pope
urﬂmdllwmuf[mt,nlﬂh;ill"uﬂuﬁlﬂl“
during which people were to ohsiain from meal o o few
wther foods,

Catholke scholas know and recognize that there nre cus-
toina within (seir church which were borrowed from paga-
pism.,*? But they reason that many things, though originally
pogan, czn ba Christisnized. If some pagan tribe oherved
in honor of 4 pagan god, why should we ot do
in honor of Cheisl? Though pogens worship-
ward the eask, could we nok hove sunnss ser-
the resurrection of Christ, even though this
of day be arose? Even though the egy was
, Ean'l we contlnse s use and pretend i
large rock thal woa in Frool of the tomb?
why pot sdopt ull kinds of popular cusfoms,
using them Lo honor pogen gods, a8 the hes-
o Lo lionor Cheist? It all sownds very logical,
pidﬂhqifmﬁdhﬂh:ﬂﬂuilﬂﬂ: MTake
t thou inguire nob sfter their gods (pagen godal,
wodld thess nations serve their gods? even so will
. Thou shalt #ar do souare the Lord thy God...
thing soever | command you, abserve o da it thoo
moe add thereto. payt - 13 0
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CHAFTER TWENTY

A THISTMAS—DECEMBER 25th—is the day desig-

SN naied on our colendars ns the day of Clhdad’s birth,
Bait s this really the day oo wihich be vwas bom? Are todoy's
customs at this sooson of Christisn origin? Or is Chrstmas
snother exomple of mizture befween pagnnism gl Chiis-
tian

A look si the word *Chrisimass™ eflcates Uil @ & a
M X e, Thmlghjlind.l.ﬂulhl:mnl{:ui.rl.. it also men-
Homs the "Moss."” When we consider all of the clobommis cors.
monies, prayers for the desd, trensuhetantintion riles, and
complicated rituals of the Homan Catholle bisss, can any
truly link this with the historbal Jesus of Lhe gospeis? His (s
and ministry were uncomplicated by such rifualism. As Paul,
we frar thal some hove been onrrupted “from the o pliesy
thei in in Chrisk™ {2 Cor. 11:3) became of pagan infloence
gpon swch things as the Mas, Looking at it this way, the
word “Christ-mpss™ is solfconiradictiorny,

As to the sotual dake of Christ's birth, Decemilser 25th B to
be doubted, When Jesus wis born, “there wese in Use same
conimiry shopherds abiding in the ficld, keeping waich over
their Nock by night” {Luke 2:8). Shepherds in Palestina did
ool shide b the fOelds diring the middle of wintor] Adam
Clarke his writben, "As these shepherds hod nod vet brought
home their Oacks, it is & presumplive anaiment thal October
bl ot yel commenced, and Uik, comsegeenily, our Lord
mlﬂmmﬁeﬂﬁﬁdﬂunmhrﬁunmmm
ot bn tee el On this very grouned the nativity in Decem-
ber should be given up, ™!

While the Bible dows not expressly tell us the date of Jesws
hirth, there nre indications & was probably in the (e af the
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Shepherds dn Judea

vear, We koow thal Jesos was crucified in spring, ot the Lme
of the pasiover (John ER:IU). Figuring his ministey os Insting
theee and 5 half wears, this would place the beginning of his
ministry in Ml At that fime, bhe was abont to be thirky vears
of age {Luke 3:23), the recogniied age for a mon io become
an official minister onder the Old Tesioment (cf. SNumiberns
4:3), If he turned thisty in e fall, then his biethday was in
thie full, thirty ¥éam hefors.

Al the time of Jesus' hirth, foseph and Mory had gooe Lo
Bothlehem to be taxed (Luke 2:1-53), There are no reconds
to irsdicats that the middle of winler w2 the iime of taxing,
A more logical time of the veor would have been in the fall,
iid the end of the harvest, If this was the cne it would hove
heon the season Tor the Fesst of Tobernacles al Jersolim
which could explaim why Mary went with Juseph (of, Lauks
S04y This would aleo cxplnin why even &l Bethlehem
ke wai Bio foom m the inn™ [(Luke 2:7L Aceording Lo
Josephus, Jerusalem was normally & city of 120,000 ubabii-
ants, but during the fensts, sometimes ps may as 2,000,000
Jows would guther. Such vmml crowis not only filled Jeru-
spbemy, but the surroonding towne olso, including Bethlehem,
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which was only five miles to the south. If the jpumey of
Mary and Joceph wos indeed Lo sttenzl the feast, ps well as
Lo be laxed, this would ploce the birth of Jesus in the fealf
of the year,

It & not esential thad we mow the exact date oo which
Christ was bom—the main thing beimg, of cvune, that e
wak har! The estly Christisns éommemarntod the deasid
of Chrlst (1 Cor. 11:26), notl b hirth. The Carhodic Fnepc
fopedin says, *Christmas wad nol among the earliest festivals
of the Church, Irenseis and Tertsilion omit it from their Hsts
of feasts,"* Later, whan churchos at various places. disl bagin
colehrating the birthday of Christ, there wis much difference
of opinion &= to the correct doto. [f was not untdl the lntier
part of the fourth century before the Homan Clhiisch began
ohserving December 25th.? Yet, by the fifth century, it was
ardering thod the birth of Chrsi be forever cbheervod on this
date, even though this was the day of the old Roman feast of
ihe birth of Sol, cne of the name: of the sen-god!®

Hays Frager, "The largest pagan religious sult which fos
ter=d ihe celebration of December 25 ax a hobiday tirough-
oul the Roman end Greek worlds wos the pogan sun worship
—Mithraiem... This winter festival was called ‘the Nativity"
—the *Nativity of the SUN'."® Was this pagan festival respon-
sible for the December 26 day being choson by ihe Roman
Chuirch? We will et The Corholie Ernepelopedia answer.
“The well-knewn selsr feast of Notalis Invicti™—the Nativ-
ity of the Unconguered Sun—"*celebratod on &5 Decembeer,
bl g dteorg clals o e Pespomrlbiilly Jor vié December
dofe'il

As pagnn snlar customs wore being “Chrstionieed™ ot
Rome, it & undepsimndable thal confosion would resuld
Some thought fess was Sol, the sun-god! “Tertulling land o
asaert thai Sof was not the Chrstmos' God; Augesiine de-
nounced the heredleal identification of Chdst with Sol. Pope
Lew [ hitterly reprovel solar sarvivals—Christians, on the very
dm;-up al the Apostles’ basilica, luming to adore the rising
man.

The winier fostivid was wery popaier in anclent times. “In
pugan fome and Greece, |n the days of the Teutonic barba
:|'i.l.|'1.:1 in the remote times of ancient Eﬂ]_:liln i:i'lrﬂil.nl:il:l:l;.|
in the infoncy of the mee Easi snd Wesi and North and
South, the period of the winser sodiclier was ever o peckoed of
rejobeing and festivity."" Bacsuse this ssason was so popular,
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it wos adopred =8 the time of the birth of Chrisi by the Bo-
mai elhinrch,

Some of our prsentdny Christmas costoms were -
imeed by the Roman Sxtamokis, “I 8 common knowledge™,
says one writer, “that noch of our sssociation with the
Christrmns seagon—the holidays, the giving of presents and
the gonernl foeling of genlality—ds but the inhertance from
ifve Hompn winter festival aof the Ssbomolis. surivals of
paygariam. "

Tertullian mentions that the pmctice of exchunging pres-
ents woa a pard of the Sstumnmolia, There B nothing wrong in
piving presents, of course. The Trmelites gave gifia o each
wther ab times of celebration—even colobrations thal were
ohservind becsusn of mere cukbomm (Esther 8:27), But some
hove soaght to link Christmas gifis with those presented o
Jesus by the wisemen. This cannot be comect, By Hhe time
the wiseman arrived, Jesus was no longer “lying b & manger™
(s whon the shepherds came), bot wes in o bouse (Matl
£:5-11), This could hove besn guile a while afier his birth-
day, Also, they prosmied their gifts o Jeswi, not b0 sech
ather!

The Christmas tree, as we know it, only dotes back o fow
centuries, though idens shoul saceed treps mme very anciend,
An old Babylonish Toble (ol of an evergreen troe which
gprung out of o dead tree sfumgp, The old stump symbolized
the dend Nimrod, the new evergreen troe symboliged that
Mimrod had eome to life sgnin in Tommais! Among the
Deuids the onk was sacred, among the Egvptians it was the
puim, and in Bome it was the fir, which was decoratod with
red borries during the Saturnalin!"® The Scandinovian god
mmmhﬂ:ﬂhhlnnwidpm&:ddﬂ!mmm
who approacehd his sacred fir tree. at loast ten Hibdi-
Hmm;umlﬂthmhﬂlﬂ.ﬁiﬂmlﬂﬂ
false worship (1 Kings 14:23, éte.) Sinoe all brees are green
at lenst part of the year, the special mentlon of “gren™
probahly refers o trees that aro overgreen. “The Chirsbmos
tree... recopitulptes U Bbea of tree worship. gilded muis
anidl balls symbolize the sun._all of the festivities of the
winter solstice have boen absorbed into Cliristmas day...the
we of holly and mistketos from the Drudic ceremonies; tho
Christmes troe from Ui honos paid o Odin's mered fir, 17

Taking all of this into conskerstion, it B interesting Lo
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Deecordtica of the tree, by | udwiy Richeer { FEUT]

compare a statement of Jeremish with today's custom of
decorating & tree at the Christmas season, “The customs
of the peopls are wvein: for one cutteth & tree oot of the

the hands of the workman with the axe,
deck it with sitver and with gold; they fssten It with
and with hammess, LUhat it move not. They sre upright
palm tree, but speak aot" (der, 1003, 43

The people in the days of deremiah, as the context shows,
were actuslly making an idel cui of the tres, the word
tporkman” being oot marely a lumbegack, but ome who
formed idols (cf. lsslah 40:19, 20; Hosen B:d-6). And the
word “pxe” refers here dpecifically to 8 conving bool. In
citing this portion of Jeremish, we do not mesn to infer
that people who today place Christman tress n their homos
oo chiichis aré warthippiag these trees. Such customs feo,
however, provide vivid examples of how mixacres hove been
.

In the sixth century, mussoonsbes were senl throuagh the
northern part of Europe to gather pagens inio the RKoman
fidd, They found that Jupe 24th wes s very popular day
among thes people, They sought Lo “Christinnize™ this doy,
but hew? By this time December 250 had been adopted by
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the Romish church as tse birthday of Christ, Bince June 24th
was spproximotely six months bofore December 25th, why
not eall this tho birthday of John the Baptist? John was borms,
it should be remembered, pix months before Jemm {Luke
1:26, 38). Thus June J4th & lmown on the papal calendar
now as St Joln®s ey

In Britsin, before the strance of Christlanity there, June
2fth was celobrated by tie Drulds with blazing Fires in honor
of Baal, Herodotus, Wilkinson, Layvard, snd other historians
tell of these coremonial fres in differcnl countries. When
June Pdih beesme 58, John'n Doy, the ssrred fires wern
prdopted also and became “SL John's Tiees"! These are men-
tioned as such in fhe Catholic Encyedopedia'? 41 have seen
the people running snd leaping through the St John's fires
in lrelond™, says & wrter of the pal century, “.proad of
pamsing through um]nqud:lunhmql themselves in o special
manmer bilsi by the coremaony,”™'* It would seem that
guch rites would sooner honoe Mo lech than John the Bagstist?

dune T4th was regarded as being sawered to the snciont Fish
god Oanmes, 5 name by which Nimrod was known.'® In an
article on Nimrod, Fasset says: “Oamnes the fish god, Baby-
jon's civilizer, rose oul of the red sea."™%® In the Latin
language of the Roman church, John was called JOANNES.
Notice how similar this s to OANNES! Such similaritbes
helped promote more easlly the mixture of paganiim inko
Christinnity.

A day which in pagen times hod been regasded #s sacred
bo Dals or Digns, Aogost 15, was amply renomed a8 the dey
of ihe " Adsumption of the Viegin Mary™ and right up o our
prosent time is still highly honoved.'” Another day ndopted
from paganism, supposedly bo honor Mary, ks called " Condle-
maa" or the “Purification of the Blessed Viegin"™ and & cele-
beuted on Februsry 2. In Mosaic law, after giving hirth to s
male child, a mother was considored unclean For forty doys
(Lew. 12} “And when the days of her purficatoon secordmng
i the law of Mosss were scoomplished, Foseph and Mary
presented the baby Jesus in the temple and offored the pre-
seribod saerifice (Luke 2:22.24). Having adopted December
25 g Lhe nativity of Christ, the February 2 date seemed bo
fit in well with the time of the purifiestion of Mary, Hul
what did this have to do with the use of candles on this day?
In paprn Rome, this festival was observed by the camying of
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torches and candles in honor of Februa, from whom our
month February 8 named! The Greeks held the fest in
honor of e goddess Ceres, the mother of Proserping, who
with candle benring celehranis searched for her in the under-
wordd. '™ Thus we can see how adopting February 2 to honor
the purification of Mary was TR “
mfluenced by pagan customs (B 'F'?"!f-.- L A
mvolving candles, sven Lo calling | 5 ﬂfr'

- Eh;ﬂr i

:
H
I
:
<

prbesis.  Bays  The Carholic
Ercyclopedia, “We nead not
ibrink from admitting that can-
water, wers commonly employed
in pagen worship and in rites
paid to the dead.”1? Pope diveribuiing eandley
If the apostle Paial were toobe on Ceadlemas Day
raized up to preach to this poneration, we wonder if he would
mot sy to the profesing church, o he did to the Galstisna
long . Ve obaerve duys, and months, and times, and
yeam, | am afraid of you, st 1 have bestowed opon you
Iabor in vnin®™ (Gal 4:0:11). The context shows thai the
Calntinns had been converted from the pagsn wonhip af
“godds™ (verse 8), When some had tomed “again™ io their
formor worship (verse §), the days and times they ohsorved
wire evidently those which had been sef aside to honor pagan
goads! Loter, strangely enough, some of tese very days were
merged into the womhip of the professing church and
“Christinnized"]

L
{

—— i
e T

it
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CHAPTER TWENTY-OME

The Mystery of the Wxture

fE HAVE SEEN—by sors of examples—that a mix-
Bptture of paganiem and Chrstimity  produced tho
Raman Cotholic Church. The pagans worshipped and prayed
m.mnthw.udﬂnhmﬂleﬁlmchmhlﬂnphdﬂnﬂjﬂ-
worship under the name of Mary, The pegans had gods and
goedidesses  associsted with various days, occupations, and
evenls in life. This system was sdopied and the “gods”™ wers
called “minte™ The pagans used statue: or kdols of their
jagin deities in their wonkip, so the fallen charch did also,
simpiy enlling them by different nemes. From ancient Himes,
eroases iR various Torms were tegarded in superstitious wayi
Some of these bieas were sdopted and psocinted with the
croms of Chrest, The cros = an imsge was outwardly hon-
ared, but the true “fmished” sacdfice of the crods became
ohscured by the ritosls of the Mps with ils Uransabstan-
tintion, mystery drama, and prayers for the dead!

Hepetitious pravers, rosaries, and relics were all sdopied
from paganism and given a surface appearance of Chirds-
tinnity. The pagan office and e of Pootlfex Moximus
wii applied to the bishop of Rome, Fla hocams known os the
pope, the Fallsor of fathers, even though Jesus sakd to call no
man fother! In Hlerally hundreds of ways, pagnn rites were
merged into Chrstiantty at Home.

Catholic scholars: recognize that their church developed
from o mixture of paganism and Christisnity. Bat from their
pomit of view, these thimgs were dumphs for Chrstianity,
becouse the church was able (o Christianize pagan procices.
Five Catkalie Ercpelopedis mokes these stabemenia: i
need not shrink from sdmitting that candles, like incene
amedd lustral wates, were commaonly employed in pagasd wor-
ship and in the dies paid to the dead. Bui the Choreh from o
very enrdy period Look them mbo ber service, st a8 ahe
adopred maeny ofer Mhingedike music, Lighis, phﬂlﬂl.:l.
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ablutions, florsl decomtions, canoples, fans, scroens, bells,
vestments, efc., which were not identified with any idoia-
trous cull in particulsr; they were common Lo almost all
culte™ “Water, oil, light, incenss, singing, procession, pros-
testhon, decoration of alton, vestments of priests, arm natu-
rally sf the servics of pnivemal religious infrincd.. Even
pagad feasts may be ‘baptized': certainly our procesions of

35 Apdl are the Robigalio; the Rogntion deys may replace ihe
Ambarualin; the date of Chrstmes Day may be due io the
same instinet which ploced om 25 December the Nptalis
Inwvicti of the solar culi.™?

The use of siatwes, and oustoms such = bowing befors
an lmage, are explained m Catholic theology ns having devel-
oped froen Lhe old emperor worship! “The stiquetie of the
Byzantine courl gradually svelved elaboraie fonms of respedt,
not only far the pemson of Cassar bat even for his siatues and
iymbols. Philostorgius,. says thal in the founh centary ihe
Cheistian Roman citizons in the Esst offered gifts, incense,
even prayem (1] to the stotues of the emperor. (Hist, socl
i, 173 18 would be worured that people who bowed o,
kigged, dneensed the imperio]l eagles sowd images of Cacear
(with o smspicion of anylhing ke idolstry ). shoulkd gve
ke same signs 9 the cromn, the images of Chrivr, wd the
altor. The fimt Christisns were novisiomed to see statues of
emperoni, of popen gods and herces, af well as papow
will-printings. S0 they made pakitings of their relighon, and,
as soon &8 they coold afford themn slabues of thelr Lowd and
of Useir Bevoes,"? Tt should be noticed that no claim for sy
eeripicral enmmand i85 even supgesied for these things. It s
clearly sintod that these custorms developed from pagniam.

Sometimes varous wall-ppintings of the sarly centuries,
such ps these in the Roman caincomba, are refeoed Lo as
though they represented ihe boliefs of the original Christians.
We do not believe this s true, for thers & clear evidence of

unmistakably pagun porbreyals. Some fesl this “mixiore™
wns 8 disguiss used Lo ovodd pemecution, bol peverthe-
, it cannot be denied that the rools of mixture were
present. Says Phe Catholie Encypclopedia: “The Good Shep-
herd carrving the sheep on his shoulders oocums frequently,
and this preference may well be doa to it resemblanee bo e

E
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pagan Ogurs of Hermes Hricphoms o Aristaeus, which at
this pericd wers muich in vogue...Bven the fable of Orpheus
wm borrowed pictodally and referred to Chrsl Similady
the siory of Erms and Fsyche was revived and Christinnized,
serving to remind the bellever of the remurection of the
bady. The groop of the Twebee Apostles probably nitescted
the leds slbention becauss Uhe twebve D Majores were often
also grouped together. Again the Agure of the Cronr (g. v.),
the woman with wrms uplified in prayer, was quile familiar
to classieal antiguity...Similardy the fish symbol, ropresenting
Christ, the anchor of bope, the palm of viciory, were all
sifficiontly Cfammilior = embloms among pogens o Exclle
no particular sttention,™

in the O0d Testamont, the apostasy into which the Inrscl
s repeatedly fell was that of mivsare. Usually they did not
Boetnlly pepect the wonship of the e Gosd, bol mixed heathen
rires with ! This was the coss even when they womshipped
the goldon calf {Exodus 12). We-all reslize that such waorship
wae falss, heathenistie, snd an sbomination in the sight of
Cod, Yet—and this is the pomi we would make—ii was
clotmed Uiad this was o “fesst unto the Lord™ (verse 5}=—
feasl tokehovah (or more commectly ) Yahweh, the tre God!
They sat down o et and drink and rose up o play, They
practiced rlss in which they made themesbves noked (verse
25), pethaps similar o those which were carded oul by
naked Babylonian priests,®

During the forly years in the wildemess, the lsracbifes
camisd the bnbermacle of God. However, some of them were
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not content with this, o they sdded somathing. They mode
untn themselves 3 Babyionlsn tabemacie thai was corried
also! “Pail vo have bomme the labemacle of your Moloch amd
Chiun, your images" [ Amos 5:26; Acts T:42, 43} These wers
hul otler names for the sun-god Baol ond the mother goddess
Asigric. Because of ths mixture, thelr songs of womship,
serifices, snd offermgs were mejecked by God,

At snother period, the Ismelites performed secret rites,
buill high places, used divination, ceesed their children Lo
pass through the five, pnd worshipped the sun, moon, and
stars (2 Kings 17:9-17)L As a resuli, they wers driven from
iheir land, The king of Assyria broughi men from various
natione, including Babylon, to inhabit the land from which

the Ismelites had besn Laken. These also practiced hepthen-
felic ritusls powd God senl lions amoog them, Hecognizing
gsch e the jodgment of God, they senl for o san of Ciod Lo
teach them how to l’un @ Lord, “"Howbeil every nalbon
e -g:mh of th mm“ (versps T8-31), atiempling to
worship Lhese pods and the  Lovd slo—a wiziree. "So0®
—=in this way="hey feared the Lord, and made unio them-

solves of dwe lowest of them poests..they feared the Lord,
avid gerved Theilr own gods™ {weose 32),

Mixture was abio apparent in the days of the judgs when a
Levile priest who claimed to speak the word of the Loed
sorvpd in o “house of gods™ and was called by the titls
“father” (Jodges 17:3, 13; 18:8) AL the lime of Exekbel
an ol had been ploced dght at the ontronce of the Jenasalem
lemple. Priests offersd imcense lo false gods which weree
piotired upon e walls Women wept for Tammuy and man
worshipped the sun st dawn from the lemple ares (Exelel
8}, Soma even serificed their children and *“when they had
dain their children to their idols™, God said, “then they
came the same day ko o sanetunry” (Ezekin] 20:38 249,
Jdereminh’s message waa directed e people who  chrimed
io “womhip the Lord™ (der. T:2), but who had mixed kn

rites, *“Behold”, God said, *ye trust in lying words
that cannot profit. Ye. bum incenss unto Bosl, and walk
after other gods.make cakes (o the quesn of hesven...and
eome and siand before me in this housde™ (versos 8-18),

Considering these numernis Ribbeal examples, it is clear
thai God is pot pleased with worship thak is a miviere, As
Samuel preached, “If yo do retum unto the Lord with alf
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your Dearts, then put away e stramge gods and Astaroth
{the pogan mother warship) from among you, snd propars
your hearts unto the Lord, and sérve him only’ ond he will

We should rrmember that Salan does nol sppear & & mon-
ster with homas, & long tail, snd o pitchiork. Instesd, he
appenri = an angel of light (2 Cor, 11:14). As Jesus wamad
about “wolves in sheep's clodliing™ {Matt, T:15), 2o in mumer-
m;mtlmplr:ﬁ.ﬁn hl“wm the aliler
garmanis of Christanity became o mixture that as deceived
millions. 1t was like removing the waming label from a botéle
of poson and substibuting o pepperming candy Ishol in itz
place, The contenls are deadly fast e same. No motter how
much we may dress it up on the oulside, paganism is deadly,
True worship must be “in spirit and in truch™ (John 4:24)
—sod PREEN FFAF,

Becanss of the clever wuys that paganism wes mined with
Christianity, the Bobylomsh iaflusnce became  hidden—a
mysierp—"mystery Hobylon." Bui = o delective guthers
choes and facts in opder o solve & mystery, #0 in this book we
have présented many Biblical snd historicol elues ae evidence.
Some of thesé clues may have sesmed insgpnifiesnt st first
glance or when Laken alone, Bul when the Tull pictuoe is seen,
they  fil together and conclosvely solve the mystery of
Babylon—ancient and modem! Over the coenturies Geod has
ealled his peopls dul of ihe bondage of Babylon, Bl today
his voice is saying, “Come oul of her, my poople, that ye
be not partakers af her gins™ (Hev, 18:4).
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it is o delicpte task to write conceming relighous suhjects
an which very fine and sncere people have strong differ-
mma#uumwﬂmmmwhmm;puhn
yel alsn to maimtain p proper balenee so that in Jiegreeing he
i2 not noedlessty dhagrecable, M'ﬂhwbﬂlﬂk—mﬂlﬂh‘
ool excluding the Bible—it i mevitable thal some misun-
demtanding or differences of opimion will resull. Some
may feel boo much has been eald, othem not enough. Never
theless, in the words of Pilats, “What | have writien T have
written,” If the Roman Catholie Charch which claims o
pever change is groduslly tuming from practices which some
of us conslder heathenistic, wo can he glad for any progress
abong the path of truth, If this book has had any part is this
trend, we ocon rejoice,

We helieve the toe Christion goal b= not religion based on
mixiure, bul o returmn o e orginal, simple, poweriul, and
spiritual faith thai wos ooce deliversd o the sainis. No
tlonger entsngling oursslves in o mage of ritusls or powerbess
tradditions, we can find the “simplicity that s o Chdst™,
rejoicing in the “lberty wherowith Chrisi has minde s fres®
from “hondsge'” (2 Cor. 17:3; Gal_ 611

Galvation is not dependent on o human peiest, Mary, the
saints, of the pops. Jesus said, F am the wiry, the trith, and
the Hfe: no mas comark aaro phe Forher, bor by me " (John
14:68), “Neither is thers salvation s eoy other: for there @
nane ofher neme under heaven given among toss, wheeby
we must be gaved™ (Acts 4:12) Lat us look to JESUS who s
the suthor and fOnkher of our foith, the Apostle and High
Hulﬂmprnﬁﬂim,ﬂulﬂmhﬂﬂﬂd,ﬁ!ﬂmﬂ
Balvation, the Bread from Heaven, the Water of Life,
Good Shepherd, the Prince of Peace, the King of kings
Laord of lorda!

Egf
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BABYLON MAYSTERY RELIGION
s a detailed Biblical and historical
account of how, when, why, and where
ancient paganism was mixed with
Christianity. From the carly days of
Babylon and the legends surrounding
Nimrod., Semiramis. and Tammuz,
certain rites and rituals are traced in
their various developments, thus
providing clues whereby the “mystery”
is solved! The apostles had predicted
there would come a “falling away™ and
the proof of their prediction is now
evident in history. With such evidence
in hand, all true believers should seek,
as never hefore, the simplicity found in
Christ himsell and to earnestly contend
for that original faith which was once
delivered unto the saints.
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