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Here is the
Biblical Teaching

and Commands of God
on Military Service, Killing and WAR

Smm:-n A MEMEBER OF THE CHURCH
oF Gon FIGHT, bear arma, kill in
war, or enter mifitary serviea?

It is the duty of the CruncH oF Gob, in ministering (o ite
members, to instruct v THE WoEn oF Gon — o tesch God's
commands and instroction:.

God doea not allow the individeal to decide what is right,
and what iz wrong., Gon determines, and reveals, WHAT i=

UF Prais

Waunded h:ina ettended llur\-'ng boillp In Vighsom — port of the senseledd wodle dus
la wor,
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righteousness and waar is 818, But God compels the individual
to decide WHETHER to obey or to sin.

Decision YOUR Responsibilicy
God made man a free moral agent, God allows man to

idlizobey His teachings and His commands, but of course Gon’s

Laws ecarry steen rENALTIES, and they are automatically
enforced!

In compliance with this basic principle laid down by the
Creator, Hiz Church does not attempt to make its members’
decisions for them. Each must make his own devision, and each
& responzible hefore God for the result,

Goil's Church teaches, as Jesus spid (Luke 4:4), that we
must five by “every Word of God™ — that i, guide our lives by
every word of the Holy Bible,

Here, then, is the teaching of the Word of God in regard
to war, killing, snd military service.

At the owtset, bear in mind that the Selective Serdee and
the military authorities in the United States deal with
“conscientious: ohjectors” according to the genuine sincerity of
the individual, as they, net the individual, determine his
gincerity. But also God Almighty judges according to each
individual's sincerity of heart —and HE can never misjudge or
be deceived!

The Church cannot strese too emphatically, therefore, the
life-and-death  importonee to oor members that each he
completely honest before God, and utterly sure of and sincere
in his convictions and actions, after having studied thoroughly
God's mstruction, teaching and ¢ommands, in the Bible

Which Has Precedence?

This whole question is one of man's relationship — and his
redponsibility — to his Gon end to his country.

What is the relationship between the individua! and Gop?
What i the relationship — and responsibility — between the
inetoidunl and his couniry? And what is the relationship between
Gon and Country?

The Church of God herein gives you the Biblical answer and
teaching.
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The thing called s invoilves man’s relationship to his
Maker. The Bihle dofines siw {1 John 3:4) a=z the transgreasion
of Gon's Law, which is a spimrTuar Law {Romans 7:14). Crive
iz offense againgt MAN's law, enacted by an official human
legisiative hody.

At the outset, therefore, in determining relative relation-
ehips, it s necessary to determine wHicH law — according to
zon's Word — has precedence,

Binee God ig the CrEaTon of man — the Supreme MakEr of
those who constitute themselves, by consent of humans, as
legislative bodies — and since Goo is the Avrnor of right and
wrong — the Ruler over the vast Universe — Godl reveals that
He 15 above mans laws.

God eommands that we whom He has baptized {(by His
Bpirit) into His Church, a: His own begotten children, be
loyally subject to the human government in authority over us
The human government exists by God's permission, Therefore
God’s Word teaches His people to obey this human government,
uUNLESS doing 50 means DISOBEDIENCE Lo the HIGHER POWER OF
Gon — unless it constitutes =iy againat Gon] Even then he is
stll spmiecr to whatever penalty his Country imposes.

It is important, in this matter of relationships, that we
estahlish thoroughly that Gop and Gop's Law is supreme, and
hag precedence over the laws of any natiom. And since oue
Lives (those in Goda Church) are committed (o live by every
Wonp oF Gon, we look to — and stake our lives and our eternity
on— God's Word, the Bible, for our answers.

Through Ieaish, among others, God gives us a comparison
of the relative power and authority between Him and any or
all nations of earth,

"0 Fion, thot bongest pood tidings [the Cospel] .. ..
Behold vour Gon! Behold, the Lord Ereswar will come with
strong hand, and His arm shall sure for Him. ... Who hath
directed the Spirit of the Etesnan, or being His counsellor
hath taught Him? ... Behold, THE NaTIONS are g8 a drop of @
bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance. ..
AL naTions before Him are as nothing; and they are counted
to Him less than nothing, and vanity. To whom, then, will ye
liken Gopo? or what likeness will ye compare unto Him™"* (Isa-
iah 40:9.18.)
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Wids Werld Praia

Statesmen Met to “"OQutlaw War"

The “‘War fo End All Wars'" — Werld War | had just been
fought. The Peace Treaty had been signed. The Leogue of
Maotions hod been set up. Now the best minds in Europa wors
meating, In the opening session of the League (pictured
abave). Here speeches were mode "outlowing war." But 15
years later the world found itself in the throes of World War
0. And, now the cold wor — with many hot wors — like
Vietnam. Man, by himself, seam: unaoble te bring peace.
But why?



: God is the Supreme Judge over all on earth. ©. . . vesily,

He is a God that Judgeth in the earth” (Psalm 58:11). “...
the Etemal shall judge the ends of the earth...” (I Samuel
2:10). "And He shall judge among many people, and rebuke
strong nations afar off” (Micah 4:3). God shall judge the
whaole world (Romans 3:6). “As 1 live, saith the Lord, every
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So
then every one of ue shall give account of himsall ts Cod!™
(Romana 14:11-12.)

God Supreme Owver Nations

First, then, understand that Gop rules supreme, even ovar
national governments. Every national government on earth rules
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only by God's permission. Yet human governments, like human
individuals, are free moral agents, God aillots governments to
obey and reap blessings, or disobey and suffer consequences,

Perhaps humans in offices of authority over nations do not
understand or accept thiz, But it iz not a matter of human
acceptance or rejection. Tt is PacT!

In the Creator's great Master Plan for accomplishing His
pumpose here below, He has made man a free moral agent. He
reveals the right way, then requires max to cHooseE. He allows
man to rebel, reject His rule, Hig truth. But of course it’s a
matter of cavse and erFEcT. What man sows, he shall reap.
A day of reckoning is coming.

God’s. Maszter Plan calle for a duration of 6 000 vesrs for
man (o cHooSE whether voluntarly to accept and obey the
Rule of God, or to rebel and suffer the automatic penalty.
6,000 vears for man fo choose either to govern himsell, or
vaoluntarily accept Goo's Government, This applies to manlkined
— individually and collectively, God governs with nivike Law,
The basis of Gop's Government is His Spiritual Law, the Ten
Commandments, which is simply THE way to every blessing
— pvery desived coop for man (individeally and nationally).
Actually, the rENavTY B8, simply, the ahsence of those desired
blessings, and the penalty of eternal pEATH —which, after all,
i5 the absence of the blessing of eternal Life.

But human nature is hostile to God, and to God’s war,
and God's ok, Man wante the gesult of God’s Way. But he
wants to go the opposite way to pet it! So mankind as a whaole
has chosen, these 6,000 yvears, to reject God's Government
over him; to reject God's way, and to work out hiz own human-
degigned forms of conduct and of government. Few Heads-of-
Government among the nations of history have ever acknowl-
edged the fect that God i Supreme in Power over them — that
they bear rule only by His conzent!

Ancient Tsrael

In the days of Moses, after all nations had rejected God's
rale, God emancipated the Israelitish scaves from Egvpt, led
them to a country He had appointed to give them, and set
them wp as Hig nation, miled by Him, with His Govemment,
Even so, God did not interfere with their preropative of free
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moral agency. He made the proposal of this Theocratic Govern-
ment. The people made their own decision to accept it. From
the very firat, they priped, grumbled, complained, doubted,
rebelled, After a time, they decided they wanted to switeh to
HUstaw government, fike the other nations arcund them.

Here's the dramatic imcident:

“Then all the elders of Tsrael gathered themselves together,
and came to Samuel onto Ramah, and ssid unto him, ‘Behold,
thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make
us & king to judge us like all the nations’. .. And the Eternal
said unto Samuel, ‘Hearken unto the voice of the people in
all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thes,
but they hove neiecten mE, that | should not reign over
them' " {1 Bamuel 8:4-7).

5o thev had a human king, Saul. He was the tallest man in
their country, But they still remained bound by their Covenant
with God as His Kingdom — even though He allowed them to
have o human king. -

(rod removed Saul, Tt was Goo who chose King David as
the next human king, Then came King Solomon. But he
excessively overtaxed the people. They rebelled under the
biarden.,

When his son, King Rehoboam refused to reduce taxes,
the nation rejected him as King. The former executive assistant
of Selomon, Jerobosm, was set up as their King. Then the
tribe of Judah seceded, in order to retain Rehoboam as thedr
King.

So, a8 it always has gone in human gevernment, the people
suffered, and in due time the nation was pivioen! The tribe of
Benjamin sided with and joined Judah. Then Jerohoam rejected
the Levites, whom God had chosen as the priests, They were
the top men of the nation in education and leadership. In the
priesthood Jeroboam placed men he could contral — “the lowest
of the people” — illiterate men! Thereupon the Levites also
became part of the Kingdom of Junam,

It was this Kingdom which became known as the Jews.

After 19 kings in the nation Iskaer, Gop showed that He
stsll rules supreme over the nations of earth, causing the nation
Israel to be driven into captivity and slavery by the ancestors
of the GerMman people — the Assvrians. The Teraclites were
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tnoverd out of ther homes, their farms, their aties, and Laken
as captive slaves to Assyria,

Later, when the nation Jupan refused to obey God's Laws
or hive God's way of life, God caused King Nebuchadnezzar of
the Chaldeans to mvade and conguer them. Then the Jews
were removed from their homes and their land, and taken as
slaves to the land of the Chaldeans.

The First World Empire

Thiz King Nebuchadnezzar had conguered Egypt, Tyre,
Judah, and other countries, and he sat on the throne of the
first World Empire:

But was he, and his homan government really supreme?
Nehuchadnezzar, in hig vanity, thought so!

HNow see how God revealed that THE ETERNAL is the MosT
Hion — that God reigns supreme over human nations and
povernments, whether men and human rulers recognize it or Not,

Giod used the prophet Daniel to reveal this truth to the
Fimar Emperor of a world-eMpigg — King Nebuchadnezzar of
the Chaldean Empire!

When this great King eame to the throne, and had invaded
dJudah, taking the Jews sz captive slaves to Chaldea, he also
gelected certain oubstandingly able voung Jewish men for
important posts i the government, These were princes and
top-flight young Jewish men —well educated, skilled, of
outstanding ability. One was the prophet Daniel.

In the very second vear of his reign, Mebuchadneszar had
an unusual dream. It fghtened and troubled him greatly. None
of his magivions, astrologers, or sorcerers could tell the King
what he had drenmed, or its meaming, But then Daniel was
summotted. By a vision, God revealed the dream and its meaning
to Daniel {Daniel 2:18).

Brought inte the presence of the King, Daniel said: “There
i8 o Gob in heaven that reveals secrets and makes known to
the King . . " After remanding Nebuchadmezzar of what he
had dreamed —a stupendous metallic  image — Danisl con-
tinmed: ““This is the dream; and we will tell the ntarpretation
thereal before the King., Thou, O King, art a king of kings
[Empire ruler]: for THE Gob OF HEAVEN HATH GIVEN THEE A
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KINGDOM, POWER, AND STRENGTH, AMD GLORY...and hath made
thee ruler over them all” {Daniel 2:28, 36-38),

GOD'S Authority Supersedes
Human Government Authority

Thus Gop revealed to the very first EmpPirg ruler — after
the last of the two kingdoms of Israelites had been conguered,
losing their sovereignty — that Gon is suprEME over the nations
— that Gob gave Nebuchadnezzar the power to govern — that
NATIONS govern only by Gop’s consent.,

In the drd chapter of Daniel, is the account of a similar
incident to feach this human rmuler the same lesson
Nebuchadnezzar had made a huge golden idol —some 75 to
140 feet in height. He then summeoned all povernment officials,
evenn from the far-out provinces, to attend the dedication
ceremony, When the band began to play, all were commanded
to bow down and worship this golden image.

Ome of the TEN basic points of God's spiritual Law forbids
warehip of idols. Another, with which we are concerned in this
article, forbids killing (to be defined later), Here was a cpase
history, in which GOVERNMENT aUTHORITY commanded these
people to take an action that directly violated the HIGHER LAw
OF Gon.

Dranicl's (hree Jewish collesgues, Shadrach, Meshach and
Abed-nego, ozeven Gon, and refused to bresk Cod’s sioHee
Law by obeving the lesser human government.

In thiz caze the Jewish lads were browght personally before
the King, And even though Daniel's interpretation of his dream
had revealed to him that Goo's PowER is SUPREME and over that
of man's government, he disregarded that.

The King said to the Jewish lads, ©. . . if you will not bow
down, you shall instantly be flung into a burning furnace. And
where t8 the God who can save vou FroM MY rowerT”

A Specific Case History
The Jewish men answered, ") Mebuchadnezzar, we need
not say a word in answer to that question. THere: 1S 4 Gon
able to gave us! The God whom we serve 13 ABLE 1o save us from
the burning furmnace and From your powek, 0 King! But even
if He does not, understand thiz, 0 King, WE WILL NOT SERVE
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YOUR GOpE, and we wiLt woT Bow powl before the polden image
which vou have erected” (Dan. 3:15-18 — Meffatt translation).

Here was n direct case of an EMPIRE COVERNMENT enforcing
its laws over subjects who inzisted on opEvinG Gon's Law —
oNE oF THE Ten CommanoMmenTs — as THE HIGHER rowgs,
This peeEmiENCE to Gob, as the Supreme Power, wicHER than
man'e government, required real active Farrr! These men
STAKED THEIR LIVES oN 17!

When they thus answered the king, he was filled with fury
— his face was distorted with rage. He gave orders to heat the
hig furnace aeven times as hot as usnal, Powerful soldiers bound
theae three Jewish voung men, quickly, with all thair clothes on.
They guickly flung the thres men into the furnace. It was so
hot, the flames leaped out and killed the soldiers wha flung
them! The three men dropped dewn into the middle of the
furnace!

Then King Nebuchadnezzar became frightened! He saw
FOUR men, “guite free, walking in the middle of the fire,
unseathed! The sppearance of the fourth is like an angel”
[verses 10-25).

The King went toward the furnace and cred out to the
Jewish men, *. . . you servants of the most Hice Gop, come
out! Come heral™ (Verse 26.) Once again, thizs King was forced
to acknowledge that Gop is the mogr HicH!

The Jewish men who rrusren Cop and osdver Him, at
risk of their lives, walked out. All government officials saw that
“the fire had had no effect upon their bodies, their hair had not
been singed, and there was no smell of burning about them™ —
even on their clothes! (Verse 27.)

Human Ruler Forced to Acknowledge God's Authority

Once again, this king was forced to acknowledge that THE
Eregnar — HE 11 GOD He RUVLES over earthly governments!
His avraorrTY supersedes national governments, God made it
abundantly praty, Buot, even though he acknowledged e
FacT, this human king did not yield to ceEy God, nor accept
volunterly Gon's RULE OVER HIM AND HIS NATION.

Nor have the governments of man from that day down. to
ours! God has allowed this, But this does nol change the paet!

The fourth, fifth and sixth chapters of Daniel contines to
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reveal o all who secept the revealed Worp oF Gob — as they
revealed to those rulers — that Gop is sUPEEME in autherity and
power quer all national povernments!

The real Christian must pELIEvE that Cod 78 — and that
He is & rewarder of those that osey Him! It reguires parTH.

Today, the matter of obeving Gop, abope obsdiehes to a
law of human government that would cause one to sie, might
even become 8 LIFE-AND-DEATH matter, as it was for those thres
Joewish men.

No Christian should have & mEBELLIOUS attitude toward
his Country — an attitude of perFIANCE — but rather an attitude
of oEEMENCE To Gon first, and being loyal to, and willingly
subject to the laws of his Country, even to submission to what
penalties they assess, if that be required. His attitude should be
LovE of Country — not Kostility against it. It iz simply @ matter
for each man to decide for himself that oremignce 10 Gop
must come FiesT!

Our young men, as they study this subject, should realize
its extreme seriousness, and pray for Gon's guidance, leading
them into s right personal conviction according to Gon's
TRUTH,

What Is SIN?

The whole gquestion of the right or wrong of military
service, bearing arms, and killing, revolves on the guestion:
“la it siN?" If not, we must submit to such serviee if so ordered
by the government,

If it is =N, then God says we must obey Gon mather than
man (Acte 5:29), although still in subjection to the human
authority by submitting to penalties, if imposed.

Sin began with Adam. Although, in the days of Moses
at. Mount Sinai, God Himsalf spoke the words of Hiz Law
in the hearing of the whole nation {Exodus 20}, the Law had
been in force since Adam. Adam broke three specific Command-
ments in his sin. “Wherefore, az by one man sin entered into
the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men,
for that all have sinned” (Romans 5:12). And, further, “...
but sin iz not imputed when there is no law, Nevertheless
death reigned from Adam to Moses™ (verses 13-14). So sin



Sinai = Where God Thundered Forth
His Law!
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was imputed —the Law wes in full existence and force from
Adam,

The Law of God s the way or Live which causes peace,
happiness, abundant well-being. Tt is simply a matter of cavse
and zrFRcT, Rebellion — transgression of THI= way —is the
carse of unhappiness, poverty, strife, trouble, pain and sufer-
ing, war and death. Cop’s way brings the blessings everyone
desirea. The oPPOSITE Way, or sin, brings every curse.

God Himself determines that transgression of His Law is
RIN — bweause it brings harm, evil, upon humans whom God
loves, So violation is punishable by camTan PUMIBHRMENT —
DEATH for eternity — eternal punishment!

In respect to war, the basic teaching of God — His basic
Law respecting war, military service, and killing, therefore, ia
the sixth Commandment: “Thou shalt not kill."”

God's Law, as stated in brief in the Ten Commandments
{Exodus 20}, exemplifies the whale of the migET Way of life.
They are the ten basic principles of righteousness for man, hoth
individually and nationally,

The New Testament, magnifving this basic PrRINCIPLE, B!
“Whosoever hateth his brother is 2 murderer: and ve know that
no murderer hath eternsl life abiding in him™ (John 3:15).
Jesus, applying this law specifically to enemies, =aid: “Love
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that
hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use vou, and
persecute you; that yve may be the children of vour Father
which iz in heaven"” {Matthew 5:44-45).

This may sound to those who do not know Gon's way like
the impractical teaching of & “square.” But it is the teaching
of THE OnE by whom God created the universe, and who right
now is the Executive administering the Super-Government of
the entire Universe, sustaining this earth and all that exists hy
the Word of Hizs Powen!!! (Hebrews 1:1-3.) We shall demon-
strate that it is ensily possible to “love your enemies.”

The Two WAYS of Life

Theré are the two broad, general philosophies or ways
OF LIFE.
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God’s way is the way of Love (which is outgoing con-
cemm } — of being Gop-centered, loving and obeying God ahead
of all else— and loving fellowman (including enemies) as
one’s self, It ia the way that believes Jesus when He saye
it is more blessed to cive than to receive (Acts 20:35). It is
THE WaY of conperation, helping, sharing,

SIN is THE waY of vanity, self-love, self-conteredness, salf-
ishness, greed, competition, grasping, taking, getting, accumu-
lating, aoquiring; and of jemlousy, onvy, malice, resentment,
strife, hatred, murder. It is the orrosire of God's Way. It is
the way of war.

In the SIN way oF LIFE, love of SELF is balanced by an
equal hostility or lack of concern for others — although the
“empirical self” usuwally includes those one feels allied with —
such as wife or hushand, one's club, team, group, or coumtry,
In GOIVS way, concern for others is in equal balance to love
of seli.

These are the two 0PPOSITE WAYS OF LIFE — opposite ATTI-
TUBES of HEART. Ome i3 the way of righteousness, the other
the iomy of SiW.

Gon is Love. His whole charsctor is that of pove — our-
going concern. He is the civeEr of every good and precious
gift. In love for us humans, God cave His Son — cave His
Law that it might go well with us! God desires to cive each
of us His Holy Spirit, and Eternal life!

Thiz gives you the broad, general prixvcirLe of Gon's Law
— the basis and foundation of the Government of Gon.

The entire Law may be summed up in the one word, Love.
It is love toward God, and love toward neighbor— the two
Greal Commendments. The first four of the Ten Command-
ments define, in principle, How to love Gob. The last six, love
toward fellowman. These, in turn, are applied in principle to
specific cases,

Military service, bearing arms (for use against humans),
killing, war, is directly contrary to God's Law in principle!
It is not THE way of giving, sharing, helping, serving,

Specific Teaching

The one specific point of God's basic Law concerning war
is the sixth of the Ten Commandments, “Thou shalt not kill,”
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If all nations oheyed that Commandment, and followed
the way of cove toward other humans — and other nations —
thers would be ne wars, '

But, one reasons, that’s a pretiy platitude, bul t's not
practical — it won't work! Why? Becsuse, he reasons, if our
nation obeys that Commandment, and is disarmed with no
military force, b would be attacked and beaten by some ofher
nation which ignores, disregards and disobeyz God's Law, and
believes in wag. We would lose our liberties, our land, our
homes, our wealth — probably our lives!

That is precisely the way all nations po resson.

But God says “there is A wav that seemeth right to a
man, but the end thereof are the wavs of pEATH" ({Proverhs
14:12, and 16:25).

The Eternal Creator says that that ressoning i3 rarse
The Creator understands human nature better than we humans
do. He provided for our protection against the ungodly ExEwy
Almighty God i3 not impractical — He doesn’{ leave thoss who
obey and trust Him — wheo aceept His GovERNMENT over them,
helpless! One of the basic responsibilities of any Government
5 0 PROTECT it own subjects!

Dw you, then, think the GCovernment oF Gop is so fechle
arud lacking in power that it is unable to protect the individusl
— or the nation — it governs?

It’s time we open our eyes to THE FACTS!

Giod did take a people ta be His nation. He took a family
of some two to four million helpless spaves — descendants of
God's friend Abraham — and offered to set them up as a nation
unider Hiz Government,

Protection From Aggression Guaranteed by God!

Motice now, in yvour Bible, the specific application of the
commandment, “Thou shalt not kill," to military force and war,

Notice how Goo zays to these under Hiz GovERNMENT,
that His GovezNmest —an all-powerful supernatural and
super-national Government — will prorecr His people against
any mvading force.

God said to this multitude of ex-slaves, whom He had
just freed by supernatural power from their Egyption task-
masters:
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Wl Phnin
Meville Chomberloin with Adali Mifer before skgring of Menkh ogresment, bo prevesd
Warld Wer Il Chombersln rebened b Eaglasd, cniming —"Peoce in sur Sime"

& yaer loker, World Wor 1l wos weder woy. Angther Tallure in mon's quest Tor poooe.
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“Behold. 1 send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in
the way, and to bring thee into the place which T have pre-
paréd. . . . if thou shalt indoed obey his voice, and do all
that [ speak; then & will be an enemy unto thine enemies,
and an adversary unto thine adversaries. For mine Angel shall
go before thee, and bring thee in unto the Amorites, and the
Hittites, and the Poriweites, and the Canaanites, the Hivites,
and the Jebusites: and I will cut them off”" {Exodus 23:20-23),

God promised supernaturally to fight any invading enomy
to protect the nation and people under His Government. |
intend to give you ample case histories to verify this,

But s it just az wrong for Goo to fight an invading
army, and if necessary, take homan life, as for humans?

ARSDLUTELY NoT!

God 15 the civer of human life. Human lives belong to
Him! He, alone, has the migHT to teke human lives. The sixth
Commandment lorbids max, of hiz own volition and at his dis-
eretion — to take human life!

Free Choice for Man and MNation

But did you notice — there were conprTions to God's
promise of divine protection, He said He would protect them
®. o . if thou shalt indesd oboev His voice, and do all that 1
apeak.”

During this fivat six thousand years, in God's Mastor Plan,
He does not force any nation, or individual, to come under His
CovERwMENT. That decision is left to man's free cHOICE.

When God. with His own thundering voice, deliverad the
ten basic points of His inexorable spiritual Law from Mount
Sinai, He was outlining for Manxing the way to peace, happi-
ness and abundant well-boing.

This applies to every individual, and to every nation.
Tranagression of this basic Law i= siv (1 John 3:45.

This Law — the very principle of ricur as distinguished
from wronG — had, of course, existed from the time of Adam,
(Write for free article, *Were the Ten Commandments in Force
Before Moses?")

You'll find the account of God's delivering of thiz Law
in Exodus 20:1-17 and Deuteronomy 5:4-22.

God had said, “Trov smavt sor g1LL!” For man, of his
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own volition, to take human life is a cariraL sin, punishable
with the supreme CAPITAL PUNISHMENT — eternal death!

Immediately after God thundered the Ten Commandments,
the people were frightened and backed away, trembling —
bepging Mozss to stand between them and God. Then (Exodus
0:21-22), Moses moved closer to the thick darkness “where
God was,” and Cod began saying to Mosea: *“Thus thou shalt
aay unto the children of Israel . . ." and God gave varous
laws and ordinances for the nation, including the specific
instruction on fighting in  war, quoted above (Exodus
23 H0<23).

Israel Chose God's Government

Then, once God had restated before this vast Tamily of
Israelites His basic spiritual Law — the foundational FRINCIPLE
for all the national civil statutes, judgments and ordinances —
and also basic civil statutes and ordinances, God put it to
these people, through Moses, to croose whether they would
accept His GOVERNMENT over them.

MNotice the completing of the covENANT — the AGREEMENT
betwosn God and thizs rRoPLE — to form them into & NaTION
under Gop's GOVERNMENT.

“And Moses took half of the blood, and put it in basing;
and half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar. And he took
the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the
people: and they said, All that the ETeewan hath smd will
we do, and be obedient. And Moses took the blood, and
sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold the blood of the
covenant which the EtErwar hath made with you concerning
all these words” (Exodus 24:68-8).

Governiment Protection Against War

Motice careFULLY! A pari of God's PLaTFORM OF GOVERN:
menT which He laid before the people before they became His
nAaTION was the promise that His Goveenment would protect
its citizens from need of going to wae.

That iz the orex proMISE OF Gob, which would apply to
aNy nation, Later, God offered the saMEe government, and its
protection and blessings, to the first woRLD EMPIRE — the Gen-
file Chaldean Empire under Eing Nebuchadnezzar —as we
shall pee.
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God plays no favorites. He does not bless one nation and
harm amother by His arbitrary choice.

But human nature is human nature — and facts are facts.
And humanity had rebelled against God from the heginming —
before the Flood, and after the Flood.

From the time of the Tower of Babel, men had organized
themselves into nations, with HuMman ideas of government —
CONTRARY T0 God’s Laws, and God’s Government over them.

They had chosen other gods!

Their religions were empty superstitions. And they were
war-making kingdoms! God had dealt in an unmistakable
manner with mankind, ever since Creation!

No peorre, excepl a downtrodden suave people in bond-
age, would have made the croce to say to God, “All that the
ETERNAL hath said, will we do and be obedient.”

Nat only had this enlarged family of Teraclites been aul-
fering under the lash of slavery. but God had pEMONSTRATED to
them His rower — and His Love in outgoing concern for them,
by delivering them from slavery by SPECTACULAR MIRACLES!

By the miracles in pLacuEs upon the Egyptians, God had
freed them.

Human Namre at Work

And Busan waTURE? Yes, these Tsraclites were full of fi!

Wuy do world leaders, seientists and educators eves
TopaY reject God, and ply their trades, professions, and inter-
este a2 if (rod did not exist? God Himself tells us— in His
Woun to mankind: “Because the carnal mind [human nature]
is enmity [hostile] against God: for it i not subject te the
Law of God, neither indeed can be” {Romans 8:7),

Capiral Sin

S0 NOW UNDERSTAND this Basic raw. God has made it a
CAPITAL SIN for man to take human life. God ia the giver and
Maker of human life. He, and He alone, has the right to fake
human life, if and when and by whatever means He may use.

God forbids the people — the maTion — the INDIvVIDUTAL —
to kill. God renders war and killing unyEcessaey for any pio-
ple or nation. How? Gob Himsenr WILL DO THE FIGHTING if
fighting be necesanry!
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", ..and Leave the FIGHTING o GOD!

The people, individuelly end netionglly, shall opey Him.
To do so, they must mELy ow Hmw. He is able! He has the
rowek! He has the rreur! He has reomisen, and He cannot
lie. To doubt that He will do our fighting for us is s, Lack
of faith iz siv (Romans 14:23). Therefore it is sin to fail or
refuse to trust God to do whatever fighting (for us) i3 neces-
gary, after He has rormippex us to fight and kill, and has
PrOMIZED to do any necesssry hpghting for s,

Dhedience and faith — that i3 the duoiy of the peoplsl
That i3 THE way to PEAcE! To do whatever fighting might be
necessary — thaf s Gon's prerogative!

In Cod's specific instructions above gquoted {Exodus 23;20-
231, what the people were to do was break down the idolatrous
maces of these pagans — mot break down, fight, or kill the
FEOPLE.

God eaid He would do the fighting. He would drive them
oL,

Notice verses 27 through 13, God said HE, not an Israsl-
ite army, would put terror in these enemies, tum their backs
to the Izraplites, and send hornets which would drve out these
land poachers, who had noe right to have taken the land prom-
ised o Tsrael (the “PROMIEED LAND™ ).

Notice verse 20: “T" — God — will drive them ouf, wor
all at once in one year, hat (verse 30}, little by little.

God's Specific Application

Thiz 15 God's specthe appheabion of the commandment
“Thou shalt not kill” to military organization and war, It is
Gon's insteaction for mankingd. He savs plainly we humans
mist not fight — shall not seed to0 fght — because we are
commanded, instead, to pEry on Gon, God hes promised that,
when we obey Him in this, trusting Him, He wiLl FicHT GUR
BATTLES ¥oR un, Spiritual a3 well as physical!

We shall show many case histories thal demonstrate this,
The erincirre spplies both o physical and spintual wearfare,
and to both personal and nationa! enemies.

Next, study Numbers 33:50-56. Here we find the same
feaching. When the people of Tsracel cross the Jordan and enter
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their promised land, Goo shall have deliversd those idal-
worshiping land-poachers (a3 He promised in Exodus 23:%1)
into their hands, and the Israelites were to “drive them oul”
of the land. Nowhere in this passsge does God say the Israel-
ites are o use military weapons and xrir these people, God
already had promised He would deliver them into Larael's
hands, with their backs to the Isrmelites. Diwing themn out is
Nor killing. What they were to pESTROY (verse 52) was the
idolatrous “pictures” (margin: Rzured stones), and maolten
images {idols).

These passages give Gon's teaching for mankind, God
does not have one way for Ismmelites and a different way for
semtiles, God does not have one way for one time. and a dif-
ferent way for another time. God is no respecter of [MATEOnE.
He says, “I cHanae wot.”

This is Gon's teaching — in Hiz Word!

ANTTHING CONTRARY TO THIS TEACHING, THEREFORE, 15 SIN!

WHY Israel Did Fighe

But, one may wall aszk, didn't Lzeael fight?

Did not that nation arm itsell and zo to war? Did they
not KiLL? Did not God even command them to g to war and
Rally

The answer is vEs — but in no way does this alter or
nullify or refute the ABOVE TEACHING. as we shall show,

Few, indeed, have ever understond way Tarnel went tor
war, They should never have done so—as we shall clearly
demonstrate,

S0 now UNDERSTAND trhy [srael did g to war! Understand
how they sinwED in so doing!

God did not intend that these people should ever need to
go to war. In delivering them out of Bgypt, in order that they
should not seE war, become discouraged or fearful, and want
to return to Bgypt, He took them on a far-around way to the
Promised Land.

“When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them
by way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near:
for God said, ‘Lest the people repent [change their minds]
when they sEE war, and return to Egypt’ Bul God led the
people round by the way of the Red Ses™ (Exodus 13:17-18).
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Even before they had reached Sinai a chain of signifieant
incidents occurred. After the migacLEs God had performed in
FREEING them from slavery in Egypt., protecting them, bless-
ing them, FIGHTING their military battie for them, leading them
miraculously by a cloud by day and pillar of fire by night, these
people began to gripe, grumble, complain and pisopEy God.

Even in face of such incredible migacLEs, they began, even
then, o LOSE FAITH.

These people — 600,000 men, beside women and children;
perhaps two to four or more siLLiox of them — came to the
Red Sea. There were no ships, no bridges. They could nob
ewim such a distanee. They could not walk on the water. They
were groPPEn by this obstacle beyond their own power.

Thew looked, and within eyesight Pharach’s ArMy was
coming after them.

How God Fights Our Bactles

Right here, before they reached Mt Sinai — before they
heard God's own great voice thundering His Ten Commamnd-
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Crossing the Red Sea
ments — God demonsirated the pattern He would follow in
preserving His people from having to undergo military service,
or fighting in war, or taking human lile!

Here ia God's living EXAMPLE NUMBER oNE]

Yet even here, the people of lerael, in fright, grumbled,
complained, accused — lacked fsith in God.

These Israelites had started out of Egypt “with a high
hand” (Exodus 14:8), “But the Egvptians pursued after them,
all the horses and chariots of Pharach, and his horsemen. and
his. ARMY, and overtock them encamping by the sea, . . .
And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Tsrael lifted up
their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them:
and they were sore afraid; and the children of Tsrael cried out
to the Eternal. And they said unto Moses, Because there wors
no graves in Egypt, hast thoo taken us away to die in the
wilderness? Wherefore hast thou dealt with us, to carry us out
of Egypt? Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt,
saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egvptians? For it
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had been better for us to serve the Egyptions, than that we
should dis in the wilderness” (Exodus 14:8-12).

But God's purrose was not to be defeated, He purposep
to deliver them out of Epvpiian slavery. He ropposen to show
them —and all nations, and all humanity — that He would
fight their hattles for them. Bo, in spité of their faithless com-
plaining in this initial Examers of God'a faithfulness — o epite
of their lack of faith — He was determined to fight this battle
nned save them.

“And Moses ssid unto the people, Fear ve not, stand still,
and see the =alvation of the Eternal, which He wivt spow you
today. . . . The Eternal shall fight for you, and ve shall hold
sour piaee™ (verses 13-14).

The Israelites were not to fght — but sTanD sTILL] They
were to see God save them from Pharaoh®s aemy., God was
going o sH0w THEM that He would fight their wars for them!
They were to remain at Prace!

How God DID Fight For Them

Then God'a angel moved behing the Izraelites, and the
preat dark cloud moved between them and the Egyption army.
It held the Egyptinn army from sttacking Israel all night, bat
illuminated the way before Israel, Then God parted the waters
of the sea, holding them back by divine atigariy, so that the
waters formed a high wall on both sides, and the [sraelites
marched scross on the dry floor of the sea.

HNow notice the dramatic example of how God miraculossly
fomght Israel’s hattle for them, as rocorded in the Wofafs
translation:

“Mozes strefched his hand out over the sea; Then the
Eternal swept the zea along by a strong east wind, all might,
till the waters parted; the bed of the sea was drv, and the
Israelites marched through the sea on dryv ground, the waters
forming a wall to the right and left. The Egyptiana in pursmit
of them went imto the sea, all the Pharaoh's horses and chariots
and cavilry., And in the watch before the dawn the Eternal
lnaked out from the column of fire and cloud on the Egyptian
army and threw them into a panic; He clogged their chariot-
wheels till they drove heavily., The Egyption: cned, ‘Let us
fice from the Israclites! The Eternel i fishiing for them agaimst
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the Egyvptiana!” Then said the Bternal to Moses, ‘Streteh your
hand cut over the sea, to make the waters flow back upon the
chariots and cavalry of the Egyptians!' Moses stretched his
hand out over the sea. Then, as morning broke, the sea returned
to its wonted flow, and while the Egyptians were fleging against
it, the Eternal overwhelmed the Epyptians in the middle of
the sea; the waters did flow back over the chariots and cav-
alry, over the whole army of the Pharaoh, which had followed
thern into the sea, till not a single one of them was left. But
the Israelites had walked through the sea on dev groumd, the
waters forming a wall to right and left. Thus did the Eternal
save lerael that day from the Egyptions, till [arael saw the
Egyptians lying dead on the sea shore; Israel saw the mighty
action of the Eternal against the Epyptinns, anp THE PEOPLE
STOON IN AWE OF THE EvesnaL, RELIEVING 1N THE ETERNAL and
in His servant Moses" (Exodus 14:21-31).

Their Faith Short-Lived

Yes, for a short while, the spell of awe still over them,
these people actually BELiEven in Ged, Trusting God to po
what He has promised requires believing in sigacies, you say?
OF course! Balvation requires miracles! God is 8 miracle-work-
ing Ciog!

After this miraculous delivery from  disaster — from a
wan —a whole army of o then great nation destroyved — those
Leraclites expressed a little temporary Farra. With Moses, Ehary
sang n =ong of praise and ejoicing: "1 will sing unto the Eter-
nal . . . The Eternal is my strength and song, and He is he-
come my salvation™ {BExodus 15:1-2).

The Lesson of Faich

But now unpERstasp the lesson here!

Egypt is a type of siv. God was, figuratively in tvpe, do-
livering these people out of siv. They were starting out on
Gon's way of life

But, unperstano!!! — God's way of life requires Farmm.
It is a life of osemeNnce to Gop. Obedience requires FAITH
We are savie by crack, through warrs “snd that not of your-
selves: it {s the gift of GOD" (Ephesians 2:8). But not by &
pEAD faith! It is & viving [nith that makes obedience poesible.



] MILITARY SERVICE AND WAR

Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego {(Daniel 3} obeyed
God’s command against idol worship — but their stout refusal
to bow down bo Mebuchadneszar's idol was possible only by
thorr RELIANCE onN Gob to protect smd deliver them. They
riusTen God (Daniel 3:28), They exercised ratTet — liing
foitl! Empty, dead faith — just BELIEVING That God exisls ——js
not. the faith that saves, “The demons alsa believe, and
tromble’ (Jomes 2719).

Lsrael Lacked Faith to Obey

But faith and obedience must Expure! The newly freed
Israetite slaves, still under the spell of awe after experiencing
guch miracles, expressed fmith and ssng.

But they didn't believe very deeply or for very long. When
they came to Marah, they found the water too bitler to drink.
This one little problem in their path brought them again to
complaining and poOURTING (Exodus 15:24). Again, by & nr-
acle, God made the waters sweet

The TEST of Ohedience

Mosgey led these people on to the wilderness of Sin—
between Elitn and Sinai, They had now been gone from Egyvpt
one month, And agan, “the whole eongregation of the chil-
dren of Isracl murmured agasinst Moses and Aaron . .. and
eaid . . . 'Would to God we had died by the hand of the
Eternar in the land of Egvpt . . . for ye have brought us
forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with
hunger’ " (Exodus 16:2-3).

Bo God gave them a test of obedience, along with mirncy-
lously providing food, God said, “T will rain bread from heaven
for vou; and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate
every day, that 1 may prove them, whether they will walk in
my Low or no” (Exodos 16:4).

The particular Law God was testing them on was His
Sabbath, And remember, they had not vet reached Sinsi. On
the sixth day of the wesk He would provide them with a mwio-
pay portion. On the seventh day, God's Sabbath, He com-
manded them to rest and refrain from going out to gather
manns. On the sixth day God provided the two-day supply.
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Nevertheless, on God's Sabbath, some of the people, greedy for
gain, went out to gather manna.

“How Lone refose ye to keep my commandments and my
laws?™" thundered God at them (Exodus 16:28). They wers
neither friesting nor obeyimg God,

The vast congregation journeved on and pitched tents in
Rephidim, Again, there was no water. Again they griped, mur-
mured, necused, lost faith, and “tempted the Eremsar” (Exo-
hus 17:1-27.,

Now we come (o the crRuciaL INCIDENT that explaing wHY
Tsrael went to war, Regolarly they had been grumbling, com-
plaining, accusing, disobeving, Losivg FartH — in face of con-
stant mIraCLES from God. Now, again, a8 God pedformed
another miracie, causing water to gush forth out of a rock, the
people poveTen that God was with them. “ . . . they tempted
the Eterwar, saving, ‘Is the FErermaL among ug, of not? "
(Exodaa 17:7.)

Now consider what had happened. Repeatedly, God had
given these peaple awe-ingpiring and miraculons demonates-
tioms of His intention to fight their battles for them, These were
vistBLE miracles. which the people witnessed with their own
eves, God had demonstrated Hie faithfolness, His powen, His
willingness, His way! Yot repeatedly, these peple doubied,
cemplained, found Faull, grumbled. Repeatedly they vost rarmm
After all of this overwHELMING PROOF, these people poumrEn
Gad's faithfulness — pousren His power — even nousren His
very existence, They disobeved. They went the way of siv! In
effect, they had their own “God iz dead"” movement!

Faith Gone — Chose W AR

At this point, Moses was distraught, his nerves shatbered,
his patience about exhausted. After all, Moses was only human!

“What am I to do with this people?™ Moss appealed to
God (Exodus 17:4); “They are almost ready to stone me!”

God answered Moses, had him move ahead of the people,
and smite the rock at Horeb with the same atick he had used
in the parting of the waters of the Red Sea, Then again Cod
performed a visible sigacLE — water gushed out of the Rock.

But, at this juncture, Amalek, a Gentile king, came sgainst
the Israelites in great strength with an invading army.
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This time God accowen the Iseselites fo write dhe lesson
of expericrce. He allowed them fo sy, God does not forcibly
prevent humans from sinning.

Moses, at the end of his patience teying to mduce these
atubbom, rebellious people to belisve in and reuzr God, sad
to Joshun, “Chooze g8 out men, and go out, FiceT with Ama-
lek" (Exodus 17:0),

Lacking the faith to trust God for their protection, Moses
feared they would be slsughtersd. Althongh Moses weakened
and gave the order for wal, it was THE PEOPLE themselves who
potually MADE THE DECIsION for war, by their utter lack of
reliance on God,

It was altopether unnecessary for these Israclites to arm
them=elves and wage wan,

It was weong! It was sin. But God let the deciion De
theirs!

The Turning Point

T'his incident was the furning poirt,

It ocowrred before they reached Mt Sinpi. It wes after
this that God laid before them His reoetsal for them to
become His nation, muled by His Government.

It was after this that God promised, conditioned on
obedience and faith, always to fight their battles lor them —
to protect them from war — to give them constant PEACE.

Tt was after this that they sccepted Hizs Government owver
them. But alresdy they had shown leck of fath and trust,
oven during the days when God was pEMoNsTRATING His power
and faithfulness by so many miracles!

They had experionoed a taste of war. They could have —
shouwld have — turned from if, afterward, and relied on God

instead of their own power.
But they didn't.

Refusal o Have Pewe

Later, shortly before the lsraelites, onder Joshus, finally
did enter the Promised Land after 40 yvears, Moses wrote for
them — pnd for ws today as well — this account of their ze-
rFrean through lack of faith to let GGop save them from war.

You'll mead it in the frst chapter of Deuteronomy. Here
iz the giat of it:
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“The Etemal our God said to us at Horeb [Mi Sinail,
You hoave staved long enough among the hills here; move on,
away into the highlands of the Amorites and sll the surround-
ing country . . . 1 hand this land over to vou, as far as the
great river, the River Euphrates® . . | On setting out from
Horeh we passed through that wide awful desert, as vou aaw,
on our way to the Amorite highlands . . . | ssid to you, ‘Now
yvou have reached the Amorite highlands, which the EvTersal
our Godd is to give us; here ie the Eveasatn yoor God handing
over the land to you; march in and take possession of it as
the Evernan the God of your fathers has told you: FEAR woT,
neither be dismayed,” "

But the people pip fear — and they were dismaved! They
didn’t pELeve Gop! Continoe the account:

“Then you all came to me”" Moses continoed, “and pro-
posed to send some men in front, to explore the land and bring
back word about the mute you should follow . . . ™ instead of
proceeding in FAITH on the route Gop would lead. Moses con-
tinued, “so [ chose twelve men, one for each Tribe, and Ehey
made their way into the highlands as far aa the wady of
Esheol, which they exploved. Then, carryving some fruit of the
country, they hrought it down to os, with this report: ‘Tt is
a fine land that the ETernal our God iz to give ue” But yvou
would not march up; YoU RERELLED against the orders of the
ETErmaL your God, and grumbled in vour tents, ‘Tt 12 because
the Eteenar hates us that He has brought ue out of the land
of Egypt to band us over to the Amorites, to he destroved!
What ia our fate to be? Our friends have made our courage
melt by telling us that the people are stronger and taller than
purselves, aned the towns are walled up to the skyv: besides,
they saw giants in the land!

"Then T said to you,” Moses continued, " ‘Dread them
not, have no fear of them. The ETernaL vour God who goes
in front of you, He wirs FicHT For vou; HE WILL DO IT ALL
FoR vou, a8 yvou saw Him do in Egypt, and alw in the desert,
where you saw how the Eteryal your God carried you for-
ward, as & man carties a boy, all the long road till vou reached
this place.’ But, for all I said, veu would not trust the ETeg-
¥al your God, who had gone in front of you upen the road,
by fire during the night, and by a cloud during the day.”
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These Ierselites simply would neither pELIEVE nor OBEY
the living Con!

Israel’s Decision; A Warring Mation

By their continuous. dishelief, lack of relinnee on Gon, and
reliance only on PHYSICAL WARFARE, they made the peorsion
bo b, like oll the oations of tho carth, a warmING NaTTON!

Actunlly, relisnce on military arms; physical force, and
homan allies, is 2y, It breaks God's Commandment, “Thou
SHALT MoT KL

The fact that are nations have chosen this way of s
does not make it grort! And the individual Christian, today,
having Gad's Spirit, and in God's Cerurcn, muest face this
question-and decide for himself whether he will go along THE
way ofF SiM, sz the overwhelming mojonty are deing, or whether
he will opey Gop, and then Tovst Gop with his life —Trost
Con alore!

MNations CAMN Choose Peace

Would it seem preposterous to chiefs of state today, to be-
lieve that even wow, in this vear of 1967, God Almighty actually
would fight our wars for us — that our nations, today, could
pelucily finve PEACE — and have it theis very veor?

Undoubtedly it would! World leaders today — in ALL na-
tions — hove gotten so far from God and God's ways, end God
has become so UNREAL to them that it probably would seem
ridiculous. even to suggest such & thing. The scientists, the
industrial “and commerciel leaders, the educators — yes, and
even the cLercy — have all departed =0 rag from God and His
ways, that such a thought could not even enter their minds.

Yet the Ererran has not left us without absolote assus-
atcE! He has recorded, in His Word, net only His promises and
assurances, but three additional concrete cose histories— in
peddition to those already recounted in this booklet — proving
that He acruacty pip po THE rFlasaTiyg for a pation being
invaded, when that nation and ita rulers TRvsTED Him.

God's PLURPOSE Srands!

Even though God antows humans to make their own
decigsions — allows them Lo siv — allows nations to go to Wan
— nevertholese God’s pURPDSE must stand! His PURPOSE was
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to settle these descendants of Abrabam in the land He had
prornised Abraham — “the Prosi=ep Lawp,”

God's promise to Abraham, 430 years before, had beon
made vycoNpiTionNAl. Abraham had performed his part of that
apreement, He had obeved God, kept God's Commandments
and laws (Genesis 26:5). Now God's faithfulness demanded
that He plant these people in that land, regardless of their
conduet!

It was Goo’s responsibility to place these people in the
Promized Land, driving out the inhabitants. It was Israels
regponsitulity 1o decide wow this would be done — whether to
rely on God to do the Gghting, doving out the illegal
inhabitantz, or to arm themselves, fizht, and engage in war,

These descendants' of Abraham had made their decizion
tn be a fAghting, war-waging nation.

That decigion was theirs o make.

And since they hod made if, God weed them to do the
fighting in driving out the inhabitents Mlegally possessing the
land God had sliotted to Abrabam's descondants, Conseguently
G gave orders for them to do what fighting — and killing —
was necessary to accomplish God's puerose of putting them
the land of Promise!

But thot did mot moke war RIGHT., Whether Lo Do right
or wrong — that 5 max's decision! These Ismelites did not
need to fight!

o it was gecavcse of larsel’s faithlessness and disobadienes
that God ALLowen them to siv by faking up arms. And
therefore God wsed them as His instruments in driving out the
nationz illegally in their land.

Even at that later date the Israelites could have
REPENTED, changed their decision, and trosted God to fight
their hattles for theim.

God had given the lIsraelites every chance. They were
without excusel

Bul, even as in our personal and national Lives tday, one
sin invatinbly leads to another. Whatever 12 not of FaTH &=
zen! (Homans 14:23.)

Having committed the sin of power, these Israelites
proceeded to commit the sis of FioETING — of wan!

God acvowen ThHis! And for good resson! Without free
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moral agency God's runpose for having placed hmans on ths
'|:IJEI.TIET. woluld be frustrated! That rURPoSE 15 Ehe :lﬂwe]-::-pmq:nl
of righteous cHARACTER — and it necessitales FREE MORAL
AGENCT!

Crod’s poRposE must stand, even though God  olfows
humans to rebel and sin! Hiz rorrose in placing the Tsraelites
in the Promisep Lann hod to stand and Gop aw TO IT.
lsrael's arw conld not prEvenl k!

So wow you Keow why the nation Israel went to warl

{'ﬂu‘!'.‘. i.ﬁ-.-.:«. HI:.LﬁI:inH tia ":f:".il.F

Since Israel exercised their God-allowed prerogative of
making the wrong decision for wanr, it iz troe that God pave
them special lmws: relating fo war. They are found in
Deuteromomy 2.

But norice! They are ot laws of military steategy! Thiy
did mot justify or glorify war, They did mof tesch Tsraslites to
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i MILITARY SERVICE AND WAR

hate, want to kill, or become skilled in the arts and steategy of
warfare or military taclics.

These laws ztill concerned God's fighting for them — even
though they had decided to go to war. And these laws concerned
miiiary eremption for certain reasons.

God allowed them to make their own wrone decision to
fight. So He said —in these gpecial war regulations — “When
thou goest out to battle,” and they find themselves facing a
superior military force “BE wWoT aAFRAID, for the Eternal thy
God iz with thee” (Deuteronomy H0:1).

When they approached the actual battle, it was wor the
army general or military Commander-in-Chief who was to give
the orders, sur THE PRIEST! The priest shall say: “Hear, 0
Izrael, ve approach this day unto battle against your enemies:
let not your hearts faint, fear not, and do not tremble, neithar
Be we terrified because of them ., ." And Wiy? Not because
Iztnel had a superior military [oree — for they were greatly
outnumbered. Nof because of superior military strategy, hut
* ... for the Eternal your God is He that poeth with you, To
FIGHT FOR YOU against ¥our cnemies, TO SAVE you” {verass
2ed},

Then this lew provides exesmerions from military service.

If & man has built a new house, and not dedicated it —
planted a8 vineyard and not vet enjoved its fruits — hecome
betrothed, and not yet taken his wife to him — all such shall he
sent home. If any man ia faint-hearted and torrified, he is to
return home, lest his presence cause others (o lose heart alan.

Finally, whon lzrael's army draws close to the enemy, they
were fo offer peace before fighting, and fight only if the enemy
rejects peace. Cuite different from the laws and rules of warfare
uzsel by any nation today!

Why God Ordered Them o War

But one may ask Hhis guestion:

If war is wrong — if it is s1n— if it is conteary to God’s
wa¥ for man, then way did God, on occasion, actually order the
Israelites to go to war and kill?

Consider these Two FacTs:

1} lsrael had sinned in a) not TRosting God to do the
fighting for them; and b) in disobeyving God's Commandment
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aganst war. They had coosen to be a war-waging nation. The
decision was wronG, Yet God compels man to deride wHETHER
to sin. If be does, he brings on himself the penslty. THe Facr,
therefore, must be realized that TSRAEL REFUSED T RELY 0N
Gob TO o THE FIGHTING: snd cHOSE to be a warring nation.

2} God's purposE must stand, regardless of what men da,
It was God's purPosE to install Tsrael in, and to drive certain
people out of God's holy land, which He had rromisen to the
children of Abraham, lsaac and Tsrael. These nations had taken
and possesssed that land illegally,

Since Israel was not going to rely on Gop to drive out
these nations, but elected to be s wag-making nation, God usad
them to accomplish His ruerose of exterminating these
land-poachers. Therefore, He ordered them to do what was
required to make His ronpose stend!

Understand this! The fulfilment of the Divine #rgrose does
nat depend en humans — it depends on Gon's action, not man's.

Actually, even thouph thizs Isemelitish nation rebellad
against God’s Command againat war and killing — even though
they made their decision to become o war-making nation, like
all others — even though Gop used them in driving out nations
from the promised land, it is still considered in Gon's Worn
that it was Goo who thrust out these foreign nations from
Tzrael's land.

In Acts T:45, New Testement, it speaks of “ . . . the
Centiles, whom Gop deave out before the face of our fathers,
oo Im the RSV, it &, “Cur fathers in turn brought it [the
Ark of God] in with Joshus when they dispossessed the
nations wHicH Gon THRUST 00T before our fathers"

God's. Right to Take Life

But, did Goo do wrong, in using the war-determined
larnelites to drive out these nationa. and to Eil? Neveg!

Remember this bagic truth: God elone has the right to take
human life, since He alone is the civen of life.

Because of Israel’s faithlessness and disobedience, God
usodd them as His instrament in taxing wire, which God had
full nght o da!

There i no useIGHTEOUSNESS wiTH Gon! But Israel had
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chozen the way of siv in going to war. Even now, they could
have changed their decizion.

The divine civer of human life has the right to take the
lives He gove, They belopg fo Hism! But for sny human, or
nation, of los or its own volibion, on his or 165 own iniliatove, to
take human life i3 a16. The life he fokes 12 mof his — bub Gon's!
He not only commits mucder — he pleo sTears or fakes what
is Gion's.

Even hiz owm fHfe belonga to Cod. The suicide takes a
human life that belongs to God!

When Crod hes made 1t one of the ten basic sivg for mam
to take human life — and made it unnecessary for man to go
io war by promizing to take care of the wprs Himzell super-
naturally, then the pation which cHooses fo be o WAR-waging
nation has committed =iy, And every individoeal who enters
ite military organization is committing six,

Izrael hod made that decision. Dther nations, too — all had
mitde it Since the nations of thiz world do fight, God allowe
them to commit this siw. Yet, to carry oot His roreose, God
Himself determines the oubcome of wars. And since lsrael
already had rejected Him ns its war-making Force, He even
ordered them to fulfil His rusrose, which must be aceomplished !
But that did not whitewash Tarsel from having deliberately
rebelled and chosen to fight in war in violation of Gop’s way.

Ievesrearion: When God commanded  Abraham  to
sacrifice his son Isaac, the life of Ieage belonged to God. If Gop
ordered his life token, that was God's right. If He ordered
Abraham o be His instrument in taking it, it was still Gob who
wae the responsible party in fefing what wae Hig to take, Had
Abraham refused, his rebellion would have been sim, OF course,
it was a test. As soon a3 Abraham proved hizs obhedience, which
required  FairH (James 2:20-24), CGod provided a lamhb
pubstitute and reversed His order sbout slaying Isaac.

David's Killing in “War
God called David a man after His own heart, David was
a warrior. David killed many people. Az King, he waged wapr
Biit that did not make war right. God held David accountable
for this bloodpuiltiness.
Dravid very seriously desired to build the great Temple in
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Jeruzalem, Notics what King David said to Solomon his son:

“My son, as for me, it was in my mind to build an house
unta the name of the Eternal my God, But the word of the
Eternal came to me, saying, "Thou hast shed blood abundantly,
and hast made great wara: thou shalt not build an house unto
my name, becouse thou hast shed much blood upon the earth.
Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who shall be a2 man of rest:
.« . and 1 will give PrACE and quietness unto lsrael in his days.
He shzll build an house for my name...,” (I Chronicles
227105}

Diavid was a “man after God's own heart™ NOT heogyes
of his wars, hie fgzhting, his killing.

God pusisien him for that!

What did endesr David to God was, first of all, David's
willingness to admit it when he was wrong, and to nEPENT.
David [oved oand obeved God's Law (Paalm 119:97), His
ATTITUDE was right. He was humble, yet he was strong and
unafroid. He was ram in his dealings; he respected authonty
and those over him; he was compassionste and merciful; he
was honest and straightforward, David had many wives, but
il you will research the record carefully, you will perhaps
be surprised to find that he repented of this, put away his
concubines, and in hiz latter vears had only one wife. David
sinned — but he acknowledged hiz sing, and repented | Peaalm
a1},

e

MNanons CAN Choose PEACE!

Would it seem preposterous to chiefs of state today, to
believe that God actuslly wowld fight our wars for us—
that ouR nation, today, could actualiv have PEacE?

The Ereswar has not left us without an answer. He
has recorded, in His Word, three concrete CASE HISTORIES
a3 ovidence,

THERE 15 A& way by which the Umied Stales could sue-
cesgfully ENp the war in Vietnam al once!

There is a way — a tried and proven way — a SURE way
—to put an end to the harnssment of the coLp wak, with
either Russia or China.

What a pity that the Government snd the PeopLE of
the nations remain blinded to THAT way! And it is so giarie!
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Treating Effect — Ignoring CAUSE!

It’s just as simple a2 this; There 5 8 cavse for every
EFFECT — Vet the whole socioty and way of life in the world
today iz based on treating the effect, 1onomiNe the causel
Our people do it in trepting sickness and diseape. They do
it in dealing with ¢nime, They do it In WORKING FOR PEACE!]

Evervhody wonds peEAcE—or at least, so the nations
profesal They work for peace! President Johnson works for
PEacE! The Pope pleads for peace! Prime Minister Wilson
strives for reace! Yel there i8 no peace!

Way?

The wvery mews of all thizs “working for peace” was
reported millenninms ago in Biblical prophecy! Bot, it was akso
reported, “The way oF PRACE They Rrow not ., " (leaiah 59:8),

S0, the nationg and world leaders cry for “peace”™ —
work for “peace,” while they endorse, sanction, and continue
fthe way of war! They follow the way thot i= the cavse of wan,
trying &0 sTor war by dealing with the effect, ignoring the
CAUSE!

WHY Must There Be WARS?

Many aek, “Well, if there b¢ a God, wiy does God allow
warg?”

They argus: “If God i cove, He surely wouldn't wamt
all this suffering. And if God is aLc-powerFure, He could
prevent wars! Bo why dosen't He?™

The snewer is, cerbamly God conld stop it —and in very
Tew wvears will! Buk, why in the future? Why did He ever
allow 1t?

Because a punrose is being worked out here helow! Man
wis put here on earth to develop righteous cHagacTer! That
purpose mecessifates free moral agency in man. It g ahaolutely
necessary that man be given both the prerogative and the ahil-
ity to make his own choice, and exercise his own willl Other-
WSS — WO CHARACTER!

There iz o way that will prevent wan, and produce PEACE

SavPilad
Chimeds Communisl mflliio shoul eefillS. shegoni. Ching pesed fofedd Ihieef on world
s, Bul il suf giseeinmieh Veeited Ood Be “(hiscie Problesi” would be guichly
aliminofad.



#2 BMILITARY BERVICE ANLY WAR

Many Peace Talks — But Wars Continue

@ way to happiness, and abundant well-heing for everyhody!

The ETernal offered mankind that wey — and let mankind
choose! The ETerwar created and set in motion inexorable
laigis that work —not only laws of chemistey amd physics
but also o base serermroan caw, which s $he ey to peace,
|:'|.;,I,!_'|pi|'|1:-_-1'\-'_ abundant wu-ll-’!m-.up‘. That LAw 15 the basic CAUsE
of peace. Its violetion iz the cavse of war!

Yo, it's just that simple!

But & rebellious humanity priding itzell on its rational
processes of “intellect” — willingly blinds its mind to simple
TeUTH, and embarks on a system of complicated and nonsen-
gicnl ERROR!

Human nature is basically rebellivus against God, and the
inexorable Laws of God (Homans #3:7).

The Creastor laid before man the kxowrEnGeE of His Law

Wide Weorld, PAMppiee Free S Mo
Abowe, Liwd Poullag, Bobesd Hukchine, oml Poul THh sl of Gilohal Puoce
Conferentn: Top. right, Pretident Johnson {third from rigdf] ond olfer leoders of monile

Poeocn Cosloresce. Bobpr, rlghl, Hoergld Wilwos, Prime Minnber of Gresl Brilis and
Sovinl Praafdenl, Anaiioy Mikbopoes mewl in peoce Salks






Wide World Pasiai

Above, Redsars retile rockeli @ Moy Doy Parsde. Mote tlga ot laft, cpalling ot
“peote’ In several longeogen. Righl, cammenoralive peote medallion, in honar of Fope
Paul'i pesee misdicn fa tha Usiled MHalisne.

— the knowledge of How To avord waks] But vielding to human
mature — vamty, greed, self-centeredness — rebellion against
od's Law of PEACE — thal is the CAUSE of wars!

Mations Never Needed Go oo War!

In respect to war, the basic point of God®s Spiritual Law
ig the Sixth Commandment, It says, simply, “Thou shalt not
HIL?I

If all nations opeyeEp that Command of God, and followed
the way of vove and rPeAack, there would be no warl

But, an objector argues, “That’s a pretty platitude — but
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it's not practical, Tt would never work! Any nation that would
follow that Command wouald be attacked and beaten by some
pther mation that was more practical.”

Oh, but that way wourn wors! That way 15 practicall

I repent, the Creslor understands human nature bettey
tham we humans do! He provided for that!

D vou think the Almighty Creator 15 so improctical that
He leaves those who osey Him—who accept His Govees-
MENT cver them — helpless? Understand this! God Almaghty
ig SupkEME! He created the universe — and He nULEs sUpresE
over the entire vast usiverse. He nuLes over the earth — and
whatever men do in their politics — their wars — their zetting
up of their own forms of government — ia done oMLY RECAUSE
Gon artows 11! He did make humansg free morsl agents,

Government Responsibility to Protecr Cicizenry

God 1z FUPREME n GOVERNMENT! Apan I remind yow,
A prme mesponsibality of COVERNMENT 15 bo PROTECT its own
suhjects!

S0 open vour cves, now, to the racrs!

God did take a people —as T have nlready shown—a
family of some two to three million svaves, children of God's
friend Abraham —and offered to sel them wp as a nation
UNpER His GOVERNMENT!

Ta any people — whither an individual, 8 pation, or even
all nations — who will voluntarly subject themselves under
Cod's Goveasvment, God says the same tHmNG — He s no
respecter of persons! What He zaid to these Israelites, He
RAVs- 10 ALL:

He zaid, ., . . if thon shalt indeed obey His woice, and
do all that [ speak, then I will be an enomy unto thine enemies,
and an adversary unto thine adversavies . . . and ! will cut
them off " { Exodus 23:20-23).

Godd promiged supernaturally to fight sny invading enemy
to pratert the netion and people that will obeyv and Tiosr Hiu!

But, did vou notice — there were conprross to God's
promise of Divine and supernatural protection. During the first
ary thousand vesrs of man’s sojourn on carth, it 15 not in God's
Muzter Plan to force any netion, or tndividosi, to come under
His Coverwmint. That iz left to man’s free caoicel
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But these freed slaves — the Israelites — accepted God’s
offer, and became His Nation, They acnegr to obev Him and
His Laws— His Government — and He agreed to give them
PEACE, as long as they oheyved and trusted Him.

Case History Mo, 1

The lzeaslites — perhaps twa to three smoros of them —
came to the Red Sea. They weee srovrern by this obstacle
bevaond their swn power,

They looked, and within cyesight, Pharaoh'’s apsy was
eoming after them,

Right here;, God demonsirated He would preserve Hiz
people from having to underge military service, or fiphting
in war, or taking human life!

In spite of their fathless  compliinmg 0 this  imitial
EXAMPLE of God' faithiulness, He weos determaned o fight
this battle and save thom.

After this mursculous delivery  from disaster — from &
wak—a whale army of a0 then great nation destroyed —
those Israelites murmured against Mozes and Asron.

Repeatedly, God had given these people swe-inspiring and
miracifous demonstrations of His intention to figks their bat-
tes for them, Altor all of this ovERWHELMING PrOOF, these
people poupTED God's faithfulness, They disobeved. They went
the way of 8i8] They tumed to wag!

It was alingether unnecessary for these lsraslites to arm
themselves and wage war. It was weone! [t was siv. Bot God
et the decision be theirs!

But that did not make war sicer. Whether 10 po right
or wrong — thot is sman's decision! These Taraelites did not
necd to fight. Nor does any nation today!

Many people have wondered wey, if God’s teaching is
that war 12 weowe, He actually commanded His own nation
ta fight in war.

The answer we bave now made plain, It iz that God
made man with rFRER MORAL ACENCY — God not only alfews
humans to have a caock — He compels us to choose!

God alone determines wHar is sin, God does rot aflow
man to decide wHAT is €in, or WHAT i% righteousness. But He
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does allow man — He actually compels man to decide WHETHER
to =im.

Cod made it PLAIN 1o ancient lerael that they need never
go to war, He guarantesd complete protection from outside én-
emies. He guarenteed pEACE — if they would trost Him and
obey the laws of Hix Government! He demonstrated His ability
— and His power! But the Israelites chose wak. Juwst as ALL
nations have chosen war! Just as our nations do — needlessty
— today!

Case History No. 2

Notice, now, Case History No, 2.

This concerns King Asa of the Kingdom of Judah. The
King ol Ethiopia came againgt the Jews with 300 chariots
and an army of oMz siLLioN soldiers, They had major-size
armies in those days, strenge ag that may seem.

In those days the Jews also had o sizable army — bot not
nearly large enough to withstand an invasion of a force of &
million troops.

Perhape, had the Ethiopians come with a smaller armmy,
Asa might have gone to war with them, relving wholly on
hiz armed force, instead of on God. But, regardless, the wacr
iz that in this instance this King did relv on God for his
delemnse!

“and Asa cried untn the Ereanan his God, "0 ETERNAL,
it is nothing with thee to help, whether with many, or with
them that have wo powee: help us, O ETERNAL our God; for
wie Test on thee, amd in thy name we go against thiz multitade,
0 Eterkarn! Thou art our God; let oot man prevail against
Thee!" S0 THE ETernst smote the Ethiopians before Asa,
and before Judah: and the Ethiomans fed!™ (I1 Chronicles
14:11-12.)

But there iz an unhasppy sequel to this tremendoss event
— whern reliance on Gop pat A4 MILLIOK ARMED MEN TO FLEGHT!

In the 36th vear the King of Iskapl. Bassha, came with
an arred foree against the Jews. Incidentally, note carefully,
the Kingdom of Iskapr was here fighting against the Jews
of the Kingdom of Jupan! They were two altogether different
nations! The people of the Kingdom of Iskaxl never were
called Jews!

This time Asa neglected to rely on God to fight off the
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attacking military force! This time he did PRECIZELY WHAT THE
Umiren Srares avp Brirain are poinc Topax! He hired an
ALy — the Kinpdom of Syma (II Chronicles 16:1-3).

“And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa King of
Judah, and said unto him, ‘Because thou hast relied on the
King of Syria, and not relied on the ETErNAL thy God, there-
fore iz the army of the King of Syria escaped ouf of thine
hand. Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubims a huge army,
with very many chariots and horsemen? Yet, because thou
didst rely on the Erermar, He delivered them into thine hand.
For the eves of the ETeRxan run to and fro throughout the
whole earth, to show Himsell stronc in the behali of them
whoee heart s perfect toward Him. Herein thou hast done
foolishly:' " —avsr Like THE UNITED STATER AND ALL NATIONS
ronay] — * ‘therefore from henceforth THOU SHALT HAVE wars' ™
(11 Chronicles 16:7-8),

If vou wonder why oUR RATIONS are comtinually having
WaRS, there ix vour anawer!

Case History No. 3

The next case history invelves Ase’s son, Jehoshaphat,
the mext King of Judah.

Throe allied armies came against Judah, with a mighty
military force,

“And Jehoshaphat feared, and aot himeelf to seek the
Ereevar, and proclaimed a fast throughout sall Judah. And
Judah gathered themselves together to aak help of the Even-
MAL. . ..

“And Jehoshaphat stood in the comgregation of Judah
and Jerusalem, in the house of the ETeswan, before the new
court, and =aid, "0 ETErNaL, God of our fathers, art not thou
God m heaven? and RULEIT NOT THOU OVER ALL THE KING-
poME OF THE HEATHENT' " — that is, over all Gentile natione,
o8 well as Israelitish?

Continue: *‘and in thine hand is there not Power and
pMIGHT, 30 that none ie able to withstand thee? Art not thou
our Gop, who didst drive out the inhabitants of this lamd
before thy people Israel? . . . And now, behold, the children
of Ammon and Moabh and Mount Seir, whom thoo wouldst
not let Tarael invade . . . Behold, I say, how they reward us,
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to come to cast ws out of thy possession, which Thou hast
given to usg to inherit, O our Gon! wilt thou not judge them?
for WE HAVE NO MICHT AGATNST THIS CREAT coMPawy that
pomizs apainst us; neibher know we what to do: BUT OUUR EYES
are oM THEE!"" (II Chronicles 20:3-12.)

Could God be GO, and fail to heed a heartrending prayer
like that— coming from helpless people who were obeving
and TrusTING Him?

Immediately God answered thmoush one of His prophets:

“Thus saith the ETErNaL unto you, ‘Be not afraid nor
dizmayed by resson of the great multitude; for the battle =
HOT Yours, suT Gob's ., .

1 Ye ghall mot need to fight in this battle: ast yourselves,
stand ye still, and ses the salvation of the ETErmar!” . . . And
Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground: and
all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerwsalem fell before the
EverMaL, worshipping the ETerMaL . . .

“Jehoshaphat stood and said, "Hear me 0 Judah . . .
Believe in the ETernar your God, so shall ve be established:
helieve His prophets, so shell vou prosper.” And . . . he ap-
pointed sincERs unto the Evermar, and that should praise
the beauty of holineses, as they went out before the army, and
to say, ‘Praise the ETErnaL; for His mercy endureth forever.”

“And when they began to sing and praise, the EtTerxar
set ambushments againat the children of Ammon, Moabh and
Mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they were
smitten, For the children [soldiere] of Ammon and Moab stood
up against the inhabitantzs of Mount Seir, utterly to slay and
destroy them: and when they had made an end of the inhabi-
tants of Seir, every one helped to destroy another. And when
Judsh came toward the watch tower in the wildemess, they
looked unto the multitude, and, behold, they were dead bodies
fallen to the earth, and none escaped™ (1T Chronicles 20;15-24),

But would not most Americans, and British, hoot and
jeer in smrepsm, if one suggested that "The Great and power-
ful United States™ 7Topay humble itself — and trust in the
mvisieLe God —and worsHre Him, howing our heads to the
ground? Couldn’t you just hear the snorts and raucous ridicule

Wids World Phota
Madic Bandoges o of woesded man in Soull Yeefsom fos poddy.
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of stiffnecked proud “Great” Britons at the suggestion that
they send before an armed enemy an army of SINGERS, saying,
FippaisE THE BTERMAL!” — instead of relying on the nation's
MILETARY strength?

Yes, WoOULDM'T it seem RIICULOUDE to sugmest that ouw
prond nations de this — seraEve God’s prophets (not the
numerous false prophets whe are mor the clergy of the troe
living Crerr). and march to war sinGing prajses “to the
beauty of holiness™?

Well perhaps sol But that kind of “loolishnéss™ tuwrmed
out to he mighty reactical for Jehoshaphat and those Jews!

Someday —and in not more then =% 0 nine more years
at that — America and Britain will be forced to WAKE UF
to the sobering rpaLrzaTion of which way iz fruly the “fool-
ish" way! And God's true Minister is telling vou, as you read
this, that you'd better make the right choice wow, before it's
too late! For indeed it is later than you think!

Case History Mo, 4

Several wvears later, “Sennacherib, King of Assyria, came
and invaded Judah . . . And when Hezekiah [King of Judah]
gaw that Sennacherib had come and intended to fght against
Jerugalem, he . . . gatherad [the people] together to him in
the eguare at the gate of the city, and spoke encouragingly
to them saying, ‘Be strong and of good courage. Do not be
afraid or dismayed before the King of Assyria and all the horde
that is with him; for there iz One greater with us than with
him. With him % an arm of flegh: bhut with us is the ETEENAL
our God, to help us and to fight owr battles” And the people
took confidence from tho words of Hezekiah King of Judah”
(1T Chronicles 32:1-8 RSV).

Supposing President Johnson, and Prime Minister Wilson
—IF the Kremlin warned that Russia and the Red Army
hordes were going to attack our countries in 24 hours — first
by uypeoces eomas hured by puided missiles on New York,
London, Birmingham, Manchester, Washington, D, C.. Phila-
delphia, Pittsburgh, Detroit, Chicago, Los Angeles, and all our
major cities — supposing these two leaders of ours broadeast
words like those to afll the people of America and Britain —
gaying we would not counterattack — we would not attack
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with nuclear force firs, before the 24-hour ultimatum was up
— but we would kELY o THE ETeRvan our Gop to fght this
battle For ws!

Have our evvcarronan sysTEmz so deceived and drugged
the minds of our people with “Cerman rationalism® — with
agnosticism, atheism, and the entire evolutionary philosophy —
that the people would ridicule our leaders az cowardly molly-
coddles, and would crowds surge into the White House, and
Number 10 Downing Street, to assassinate our leaders, and
would our War Departments instantly give the signal to un-
leash the full all-out wmeciear destruction of our vast arsenals
RAINING DOWK WUCLEAR DEVASTATION of Moscow, Russian cities
mnd military centera hofore the 24-hour ultimatam could expire?

Of eourse, the Kremlin — 17 they were minded to attack
— would give no such ultimatum! This i= just & hypothetical
question. But vour ansgwer it! — and T think you'll realize that
our pPEoPLES have gone S0 FAR away from the Eresnar our
God that, in mosl minds today, He seems nonexistent! Yet He
is just o5 REAL — and as powERFUL — as in Hezekiah's day!

Continue; “After this Sennacherib, King of Assyra . . .
gent his servanis to Jerusalem to Hezeliah King of Judah
and to all the people of Judah that were in Jerusalem, saying,
Thus says Sennacherib King of Assyria, “on what are you
relying, that wou stand siege in Jermsalem? Iz not Hezekish
mitleading you, that he may give you over to die by famine
and by thirst when he tells you, ‘The Eternal our God will
deliver uz from the hand of the king of Assyria? . . . Do you
not know what I and my fathers have done to all the peoples
of other lands? Were the gods of the nations of those lands
at all able to deliver their lands cut of my hand? . . . How
much less will your God deliver vou out of my hand? "

“Then Hezekiah the King, and Isaiah the prophet, the
gon of Amoe, prayved because of this and cried to heaven, Axp
THE ETERNAL SENT AN awcen, who cat off all the mighty war-
riors and commanders and officers in the camp of the king of
Assyrin. So he returned with shome of fece to his own land.
And when he came into the house of hig god, some of his own
sons struck him down there with the sword, So THE ErernaL
SAVED HEZEKIAH AND THE INHABITANTS oF JERUSALEM from
the hand of Sennacherih King of Assyria and from the hand
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OF ALL HIg EMEMIES: and HE caAve THEM REST [PEACE] oM
every =tpe" (I Chronicles 32:9-22 RSV},

War 15 g0 needlese! War = wrowNg!

Yesq, the United States could put an END to the Vietnam
war TMMEDIATELY — [F not only our leaders at Washinglon,
but ALSD OUR PEOFLE AS A WHOLE, could recogmize REALITY
— could understand that God is kEar —and would humble
themselves before Him, seLiEve Him — zery on Himl

But, if our people wite wor. then it is decreed, we shall, in
fewer vears than wvou will believe, see OUR CITIES DESTROVED —
along with a full third of our populations — by a foreign inva-
aion!

The God who is8 REAL savs of OUR PROPLES: “Prophesy
againat the prophets of [zrael . . . O Isracl, thy prophets are
like the foxes in the deserts. Ye have mot pone up into tho
gape, neither made up the hedge for the House of Israel 10
RTAND im the RATTLE ™ THE pay oF THE Ereemal” (Ezekiel
13:1-5}.

That is wor a message to ancient Israel — but to oue
waTions of TODAY. The “Day oF THE ETERMaL” —a time
forctold in more than thirly prophecies —is going to strike
between 5 and 10 vears from now! You will krow, then, how
eeaL it 5 You will wish, then, vou had heeded, T am ot writ-
ing foolishly, but very soberly, on avrsoerry of the lvieg
CHRIST!

Continue this warNING to oUR nations Topay: ““They have
sean vanity and lyving divination, saving, “The ETErNaL saith’:
amd the ETermarn finth nof sent them: . . . Because, even
because they have seduced my people, saying, Peace; amd
there is no peece!™ (Verses 6, 10.)

Perhaps vou meed to read the fres booklet, The Unifed
States and the British Commomeesith in Propheey, and then
read this whole chapter seriously! It is a last warniNGg from
the ETernan Gon!

God says to vs, Topay: “Cast away from you all your
trangeressions, whereby ve have transpressed; amd make you
o new heart and g new spiid; for WHY wine v mE, 0 House
of Tsreel? For 1 have no pleasure in the death of him that
dieth. saith the Lord EtTErnaL; wherefore, TURN YOURSELVES,
and LIVE ve!" (Ezekiel 18:31-52.)



Is There any DIFFERENCE Between
God's Teachin g Jor Ancient Israel,

and His Teachin g for Members
of His Church TODAY?

an wi need to UNDEESTAND
the relation of God's teach-
ing, so far covered, to individual members of God’s Church
today,

Rermomber, with emraasia, this basic teurn: Sin is sma,
whether committed between the time of Adam and the Flood,
whether in ancient Israel, or today; whether by Jew or Gen-
tile; whether by a nation, & group of people collectively, ar by
an individual — regardless of time,

And for emphasis we repeat: Popular acceptance, group
approval or disapproval, or national decree does not determine
what is sin —or what is righteousness! Governments may
legislate what they regard ag crime, but sy is the transgrea-
gion of Gon's Law, S involves man's relationship with his
Maker. And we have shown, in the beginning, that Gop and
the Laws of God sare surkeme in authority, even over those
af nations and their human legislative bodies.

Although God's teaching directs us to be lovally subject
to the government under whose jurisdiction we live, if, un-
happily, there i conflict, God Almighty teaches us that we
must oBEY Gop, rather than man— even though still sub-
missively subject to the national authority.

Bur Is There a Difference?

But are there certain differences, revealed and made plain
by Gov in His Scriptures, between the position of the voung
man in God's Church today, and that of men in ancient Israel,
in regard to military service?

There are certain differences which should be vspERSTOOD.

But the difference is nof between the nation then, and
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the individua! today., Nor iz it between nation then, and
nation noww; nor between individuals then and now.

But there fz a difference between the Od Testament
CHURCH — called “The ConcrecaTion of Tsrael,” and the New
Testament CHURcH of Gop, And, althouph sin s sin megard-
less, the swme for the one as the other, there still i= a certain
difference between  the diidus! who iz a Spint-berotten
member of the Church of God, and one whe in nat.

The Spirit-begotten Christian, who has received the Holy
Spirit of God, and in whom God's Spinit actually dwells, has
n sparitual mind, The uneonverted has a natural, or carmal
mind. Thid does pot in any sense make milibary service a gn
for one, and righteousness for the other. Sin, as stated above,
i5 &% — the same [or the one as the other.

Yet the one does approach this guestion from a certain
different position than the othet,

A New SPIRITUAL CITIZENSHIP

(d Testament lsrael was not colled to, nor offered,
gpiritual salvation.

But, Jesus of Nazareth came proclaiming, not the physical
worldly Kingdom of Isgari, but the Spirit-born Kincoosm o
Gon. And He promised for His CHurce the gift of God's Holy
Spirit {(John 16:7, 13; 15:26; Acts 1:8). This comes by God's
CRACE, upon two conditions: Repentance, and fath,

Wnao, acrording to the New Testament, is truly and actu-
allv a Christian? Those who have received, and in whom now
“dwells,” e Hovy Seirir (Romans 8:9), and they only! The
Holy Spirit imparts, provisionally and eonditionally, the very
divine and immortal LiFe of Gon, Tt imparte a4 new MATURE —
the Drivine Mature (11 Peter 1:4). It OPENS THE MIND L0 COm-
prefiension of sFEITUAL Enowledze (1 Cornthians 2:11),

The patursl-born site of man —even the “great minds"
of the world's preat— caxnmpor comprehend Cod's spiritual
reirtH {1 Corinthians 2:7-11, 14).

Once a human has received God's Holy Spirit, he has
been REGOTTEN a3 a4 SoN ofF Gon, Not vet born of God, because
he is still an HEE — not an inheritor or possessor. He is a
JOINT-HEIR with Chrst {Romans 8:14-17). Even a converted
person Gentile bom, becomes an Bem of Gop, according to the
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spiritual (Scepire) promise to Abraham (Galatiane 3:28-29).

But, at and after Christ's coming to muLe all nations, in
the worLh ToMorRkOw, theese heirs shall then vuERtT God's
Kingdom (Matthew 25:34; Daniel 7:23).

The presence of God's Holy Spirit cranNces one — changes
hie whole attitude, from one of hostility to God (Romans 8:7)
to submission, ohedience, and faith — changes his outlook on
life — changes his way oF LiFg, 50 that it becomes Gop-centered
rather than sELF-centersd.

Israel of the Old Testament wes one of the kingdems
of this world!

But the truly converied Christian, receiving and being
led in his life by God's Holy Spirit, is a begotten, though vet
unborn Soen of GOD, as surely as once, in his mother's waomh,
he was a begotten, though vet unborn aon of his humsan parents.

The Gospel Jesus brought from God and proclaimed to
men taught plainly that the Kinecoom orF Gop is the Divine
Family into which we may be nwons (John 3:3-8), The Kine-
vom oF Goo also is the supernatural divine GoverssmesTt of
Gon, of which Jesue of Nazarcth was born to become the
Kiwg (Luke 1:30-33).

Jesua Christ Himzelf plainly said He was 2own to become
the King of the Kingdom of God, while on trial for His lifs
before Pontius Pilate (John 18:37). But, He said, "My Kivo-
poM 18 NOT OF THIS WORLD: f my Kingdom were of this
wotld, then would my servants fight, that [ should not be de-
livered to the Jews: but now my Kingdom iz not from hence.”
{That is, from thic world.)

Yes, ancient Israel was one of the kingdoms — or nations
—of THI3 worLD — and, although no natien should fight —
none needs to fight — they po go to war and fight, and Izrael
did fight,

But Jesus made plain that His prorue, now the begotten
citizens of Hiz Kincoom, DO NOT FIGHT! If His Kingdom
were one of this world's governments, then His gervants — His
citizens would fight! As it is, His reopie [N} NOT FIGHT!

Mo, UNDERSTAND THIZ

The reception of God's Hely Spirit through Jesus Christ
begets ome into this sPIRITUAL KincDoM. As long as God's
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Spirit dwells within him, he has SFIRITUAL CITIZENSHIP in GOD'S
Kisonon,

Wow notice Philippians $:20-21; “For our CcrrizesNsHIP
[see margin] iz in heaven, from whence also we look for the
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change our uvile
body, that it may be fashioned like unto Hie GLoRious body™
{Sea alao | Corinthians 15:49.54; RHevelation 1:13-16).

The Spirit-begotten true Chriatian receives a NEW, a dil-
ferent, a sPrmrTual crrizENsHIe] He becomes a crrizen of the
Kmvcoom oF Gon! But, sinee God's Kingdom has not yet come
to earth, as it shall, to swove ALl MaTIONZ under the gplorified
Crarist as Kivg of kings, this spiritual citizenship 15 RESERVED
IN MEAVEN, as of now!

Then, WHAT I8 OUR STATDSR?

We are, natarally, born citizens, or subjects, of the govern-
ment under which we have been horn (or naturalized). As
guch, we are LovaL cilizens or subjects. We 1ove our country,
We are sussect to its laws, ils authority. WE ACKNOWLEDGE
NO OTHER ALLECIANGCE TO ANY EARTHLY POWER!

BUT, we now alzo have a sperituel citizenship, v HEAVEN.
But we are not in heaven, but here on earth. WHar THENT

We are here on earth az “Asmpassapors For Cerist” (11
Corinthians 5:20). Even Abraham, whose were the PROMISES,
was merely @ sojourner in the promizsed land, “as in a strange
eountrw.”” He is the father of the faithful, and spiritually we
are here in the same way, even though we have national citizen-
ship, a8 AMBASEADORS representing Kmva CHrisT whb i ™
HEAVEN,

This spiritual crTizENSHIF — to be brought, later, literally
to this earth — does make o difference between the one who
HAs 1T, and owes spiritun]l ALLEGIANCE to it, and ome whose
andy citizenship is to a war-making kingdom of THIS WORLD.

Thus, the true Spirit-begotten Christian, in a sense, has
a new pual citizenship, But, in his new CHRISTIAN LIFE — his
primary allegisnce, above all, is to AumicHTY Gop THE CrE-
aror, and to his Lord and Saviour Jesvs CHRrsT, coming Kimwa
of the Kingdom of Gon! He is completely loyal in his heart,
hiz atfitude, hiz sympathies, his obligations, concerning all
povernments of this world, to =15 counrey in which he was
born, or has national eitizenship.
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Most eivil government laws are based, in principle, on
God's Great Law, the Ten Commandments. Laws against mur-
der, stealing, ete., are all based on God's principles.

But, where there might be conflict, as between national
obligations and commanns or Gop, as we have shown from the
beginning — for the true Spirit-begotten Christian, e MusT
opex Gon, even though still being subject to penalties, if need
be, of hiz national government.

His raysicaL citizenship — his BARTHLY citizenship — his
NATIONAL citizenship is wholeheartedly confined to hizs national
country. But he also has a seiriToAL citizenship, which in
NO WAY is hostile toward, or an enemy of, his country of this
world, And he will, in most cases, make o pETTER CITIZEN for
his earthly nation than those who do not have this obediont
subjection to the Gor who is the Gob of our nation, after alll

As an Ampassapor for Carist, he abides lovally with all
laws, rulea and regulations of his earthly country, payve taxes,
pays his way — but, as the United States Ambassador to the
Boviet Union does not fight in the Red Army, he takes no
part in the military establishment.

Jesus did not jein the Roman Army, which controlled
Palestine when He was on earth. Christ, today, in us, will not
enter the military service. The true Christian today is like
the Apostle Paul, who said: “1 am crucified with Chriat: never
theless T live; vet not 1, but Christ NYveth IN ME: and the -
life which 1 now Tive in the flesh T live in faith, [viz.] that of
the Bon of God" (margin). (Galatians 2:20.)

God's Word teaches that Crnrisy, in Spirit, must Live TN
us— “Christ v vou, the hope of Glory” (Colossians 1:27).

Carnality in a man wil] fight, and think it right. Hiz a0
thinking does not make it right — because Gon, not man, e
fines what is sIN and what is righteousness, “There is 8 way
that seemeth right unto o man, but the end thereof are the
ways of pEATH" (Proverbs 14:12; 16:25).

Sin is #IN, regardless, But we do not judee those who
think military service and killing in war is right. God hag not
set us to be their judges. Neither do we condemn them.

The judgment of God is now on the House of Gop, The
true Christian, who has this UnNpERSTANDING, i5 held acesint-
able, now! Judgment on the wornn will come with the comming
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of Christ to role! We do not say that this makes it mGHT
for the uneonverted to participate in war, hecause he thinks
it right. But Gop knows how, equitably, to judge each one

Still we say, if ANY nation would opey Goo in His com-
mands against killing, and war, and would recy o God, who
commands, “Thou sHarT wor Kir,” God would fight its bats
tles, and that nation would have reace!

Personal Application of the Command

Now notice New TestaMENT teaching in regard to this
command, “Thou shalt not kill.”

Jegus aaid, “THixg NOT that 1 am come to destroy the
Law, or the prophets: 1 am not come to destroy, but to fulfll
For verily T say unto wvou, Till heaven and earth pass, one
jot or one tittle ghall in no wise pass from the law, till all
be fulfilled™ (Matthew 5:17-18).

He set us an example, of obedience to the Law {John
15:10, that we should follow His example {1 Peter 2:21).
And so wg, too, muost fulfill the Law (James 2:8), two of
whose poinls are “Do not commit adultery,” and “Do not
kill" (verses 10-11).

Far from abolishing God's Law, transgression of which
is 8N, Jesus put a magnifving glass on it—so that we might
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see how to obey it in eeiNcieE, and in apmmir, not meraly
according to literal letter.

Jesus Christ came into this world to “magnify” God's
law and make it honourable (Tsajoh 42:21). Jesus cast a Epat-
Light as it were on the Ten Commandments, and showed their
real spiritual infent and meaning in the full Christian life,

Jesus said: “Ye have heard that it was eaid by them of
old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall
be in danger of the judgment: But I sey unto you, that who-
soever I8 angry with his brother without a cause shall be in
danger of the judgment: ond whossever shall eay to his brother,
Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall
say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire” (Matthow
5:21.22),

Here, killing, murder, war, is traced to its source — hate,
anger, self-centeredness of carnslity, greed, lust, spivit of com-
petition, spirit of aggression.

Christ declared that if personal anger filled the heart of
one of His subjects, such a person is in danger of Judgment.
If that anger leads a man to have utter derision and contempt
for his fellow human being, that man shall be “in danger of
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the council” — of God's punishment, 1f in bitterness and scorn
a man shall say of his fellow, "Thou fool,” an expression which
in the original Greek marked condemnation, such & man shall
be “in danger of the hell of fire.”

This is Jesus Christ's application of the Sixth Command-
ment to you and me respecting individuals. If we harbor hate
and anger in our hearts, we are harboring the “spirit”™ of
MURDER!

Tn a military organization, if men are nol taught to
hate, and to want to kill (the enemy, of course}, he iz not
likely to be a very good soldier.

In the ware against Cermany, our goldiers popularly called
them “huns,” and “bosch,” and “Frite,” in a contemptuous and
derogatory manner. In World War II, we often heard the ex-
pression, “The only good Jap is a dead Jap.” OF course those
epithets were not intended to express Love for the enemy —
an attitude Jesus says Hig followers must hawve!

Action follows thought. First we think, then we do! The
Spirit of Christ guides us not only to control our actions, but
to control our thoughts and our attitudes!

In part, the New Covenant is the process of God writing
Hiz Law in our hearts, and minds, and inward parts (He-
brews 5:10).

Cod spoke through Paul: “Dearly beloved, avenge woT
vourselves, but rather give place unte wrath: for it is written,
Vengeance is mine; 1 will repay, saith the Lord” {Romans
12:19).

Man is incapeble of taking vengesnce with proper wis-
dom and justice to all concerned, God avose has the wisdom
and the power and the “right” to take vengeance on human
beings — to the extent of executing them if need be. The true
Christian must learn that God is xEaL — and that His pro-
teetion and His vengeance ave just as real!

The Character You Shouold Build

How, then, should you deal with your enemies? “There-
fore il thine enemy hunger, feed him; If he thirst, give him
drink: For in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.
Ea not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good™ { Romans
12:20-21).
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It takes real efremgth of character to help and serve vour
fellow human being when he has directly tried to harm wou!
It takes the apiritual wisdom to realize that he is a fellow
human being, made in the image of God, and simply mis-
guided for the time being in his thoughts and actions,

Instead of the natursl tendency to want to “get even”
with one who hes done us wrong, o real Christian must really
LEARN the lesson that the Apostle Paul was allowed to bring
to ue directly from the lips of Christ: “Jt is more blessed to
give than fo receive™ (Acts 20:35).

God is the Giver of every good and every perfect gift
(James 1:17). He has given us our lives, our strength, our
minds, our abilities — everything we have or hope to have
comes [rom Him! In order to live happily forever as God's
sofl, man also must learmn to Give — to serpe — to fove. This
ia the great Lessow of life.

The perfect definition of this highest of all attribotes —
iristinn LOVE — i& given in the 13th chapier of T Corinthiana.
Read . Study it

The spirit of mefice and murder j2 the exact orrosiTE
of this basic attribute which Ged requires of His sons.

Notice the Apostle John's emphasis of this point: “We
know that we have passed from death unto life, hecause we
Love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother ahideth in
death. Whoseever hateth his brother is g murderer: And ye
kEnow that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him™ (T
John 3:14-15).

A continued lack of love in carnal human beings leads (o
hate. And hate leads to swmorr. God says the spirit of hate
i murder!

And this “spirit” of murder is not an indefinable nothing.
Daoctors and psyehologists have clinically proved that people in
the attitude of strife. and malice and hate literally become siok
physically — and have a form of mental msanrry if this men-
tal attitude iz not changed! And in all too many cases. these
wiong emotions jead to the Nters! smurper of a fellow homan
hwing.

Mass Murder in the Christian Home?

Concerning thess wrong emotions of lust and hete and
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covetousness, God warns us: “Love not the world, neither the
things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the
love of the Father iz not in him. For all that is in the world,
the [ust of the flesh, and the lust of the eves, and the pride of
life, is not of the Father, but is of the world™ (I John 2;15-16).

The Breaking Down of Spiritual Principles

To a far greater extent than moet of us realize, our modern
society is hiterally based on a svatem of competition, greed
and selfishress, In other words —in plain language — it i
based on the spirit of sonper!

You have never thought of it that way before, have you?

Well, it is a foct, and it is time vou ceme out of this
modern “Babylon™ (Revelation 18:4) before Almighty God

intervenes to rFosisH]

Humanity's Greatest Crime

Perhaps the greatest international erime of humanity is
the scourge of wwre. Millions of human lives created im the
image of God have been mercilessly sfoughtered down through
the ages in useless, senseless, idiotic wars which in most cazes
fatled wlterly to accomplish their stafed purpose!

Mot long age, 8 MNorwegian statistician sef a computer
to work counting all the wars in history. The final tally was
amaziNGg! The machine reported that in the nearly 8,000 years
of hurnan history there have been 14,531 known amd recorded
wars — or slightly under 2.6 every vear!

Even more startling was the computer's finding that of
the 185 generations of man’s recorded expervience, onRly fen
have known unmarred peace!

World War I was billed as "The war to Enp all wars
But it. in turn, was succeeded by the most devastating global
conflict in history! Countless millions perished in bombings,
flames and devastation — civilians incleded — in World War
II. And since that great conflict ended, in 1945, there have
been mo less tham 40 more conventional wars —some still
raging onl

Today the whole world ia in upheaval and chaos, only
awaiting the spark to ignite the war that eovlp, at last,



MILITARY SEMVICE AND WAR &5

END all wars indeed!! — by ERaSING ALL HUMANITY FROM
THE EARTH!

Warld Leaders Condemn War

The epirit of God's Law as magnified by Jesus Christ
i as totally opposed to every form of war as would seem
posaible!

Nearly all the really great religious and political leaders
of the world have acknowledged the witer FuTiLITY of war

Before the outbresk of World War T1, Pope Pius XII
declared: “Everything is gained by peace; nothing is pained
by war.”

Ume of the most respected statesmen and military leaders
of our time, General Douglas MacArthur, has stated: “Men
since the heginning of time have sought peace . . . military
alliances, balances of powers, leagues of nations, all in turn
failed, leaving the only path to be by way of the crucihle
of war, The utter destructiveness of war now blots out this
alternative. We hove had our lost chance,

“If we will not devise some greater and equitable system,
our Armageddon will be at our door. The problem basically
is THEOLoOICAL and involves a spiritual recrudescence, and
improvement of human character that will synchronize with
our almost matchless advances in science, art, literature, and
all material and cultural developments of the past two thou-
sand years. [t must be of the spirit if we are to save the fesh”

Humanity’s “laet chance’ i= to kerexT of the sin of war
before human annihilation removes svery vestige of Iife from
this planet!

General MacArthur acknowledged that the problem we
face is theological —it is a Christian problem imvalving a
true knowledge of the true Goo! He went on to say that it
mvolves “an improvement of human character.”

All-Time Greatesr Sraresman

The greatest statesman of all time was Jesus Christ.
He was the Spokesman for the government or kingdom of
God. Christ said: “Ye have heard that it hath been said,
Thou shalt love thy neighbor and hute thine enemy, But I
SAY UNtO ¥ou, LOVE YOUR ENEMIES, bless them that curse vou,
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dn good to them that hate you, and pray for them which de-
gpitefully uze vou, and persecube you ... " ( Matthew 5:43-44).

There is a great deal of highly respectable, cultured, and
most interesting paganism abroad in the world today under
the name of “Christianity.” But can even thiz sophisticated
paganizm face these clear words of Jesus Chnst without con-
fessing that His lile, His teaching, and His Spirit coNpeEmMx
the very essence of war?

More lives have been snufled out prematurely, more
suffering has been endured, more homes have been wreched
and broken, more time and property has been otterly wasted
borause of the scourge of war than through any other means
in the hiztory of man!

And war has ¥EVER solved the problema of men or brought
permanent peace. Instead, it only breeds more war! “For all
they that take the sword shall rerism with the sword”
[ Matthew 26:52).

The Bible Teaching

Jesus Christ come into this world as a messenger of the
eovernment or kingdom of God.

He took no part in this world's politics or wars. On tmal
for His very life before Fontius Pilate, He said: "My kingdom
is MOT of this world: Tf my kingdom were of this world, then
wenild my servants fight that I should not be deliversd to the
Jowe: But now is my kingdom not from hence™ {(John 18:36),

Ae woe have stated, only Gon who gave lile haa the right
to. take life. Therefore, only God has the right to wage warl
And, ag Jesus tought, God does not choose to have His chil-
dren wage war. _

And wars fought by and for the governments or ling-
doms of this world are in defionce of the higher government
and guLk of Almighty God from whom all real authority
proceeds,

The Apostle Paul stated to the Christians at Corinth:
“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the
fleeh™ (11 Corinthians 10:3).

Through the Apostle James, God shows that war results

Wide Workd Phaie
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from a type of epirit exactly opposite that which He wants
His servints to have,

“From whence come wars and fightings among vou? Come
they not hence. oven of your LosTs that war in your members?
You Iust, and have not: Ye kill, and desire to have, and can-
not obtain: Ye fipht and war, wet ve have nol, bécause ve
ask not" (James 4:1-2).

A Lack of Real FAITH

Men do not BELIEVE that God could give them — individ-
wally and nationally — the materal possessions that they
wont and need. Instead, they feel they must compete and
fight and wan to get these things,

When an aggressor attacks, peoples and nations of this
world reEFuse to trust God to deliver them ss He did andient
Israel at the Red Sea (Exodus 14} and in other instances.

Todav, we are divided and confused in oor religious,
political and national loyalties, There i3 no modern Moses
to command us “The Lord shall fight for you, and ve shall
hold your pegee” (Exodus 14:14).

In plain langunge, there is no nobion on earth — inchud-
ing America and Brotain — that really knows and TRUSTS
the true living Goo for His supematural protection in time
of warl

Instead, we szeem to find it easier to spend countless
pitLions of dollare and man-hours to protect ourselves. Coumit-
lesz milliona of lives are killed ar crippled or reined. And
millions of voung men are taught to become effective killers
— murderers!

Indeed, one of the most devastating indictments against
war is that it breeds in whole populations the apirit of violence
and muURpER. Inm one generation, Americans ave laught to
fate the British in a Revolutionary war, Later, they are taught
ko hgte the Mexicons and the Spamsh. Stll later, they must
fote and destroy the Gormons and the Japaness! And now,
the entire Western World — called “Christian” by some —

Wide Workd Phcoss
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i taught to return the hate and violence and spirit of MURDER
of the Communistic hordes of the East!

No wonder there iz so much violence, crime, aduoliery
and broken homes in the wake of every war! More than any
other one thing, war breeds the spirit of murder! And that
evil spirit is growing and ineressing throughout the world
today!

God's Government Will End War

Jesus Christ came preaching the good news of the povern-
ment or BULE of God. That rule is based on the Ten Com-
mandments — Cod's gpiritual Law.

Jesus magnified that Law and showed its spiritual intent
and purpose. He taught that il we even hele our brother,
we are spintually guilty of murder! Jesua taught that men
should osey the laws of God and prepare for His coming
kingdom by vielding themselves to let God's laws — His
charaofer = be placed within them,

When God's povernment does come very soon now to
this earth, His caw will go forth as the standard of conduct
of all nationg (Micah 4:1-2). At that time, God alome will
wage war to punish rebellious nations in perfect wisdom
and justice.

As for the peoples of the world themselves? “Nation
shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they
legrm war any more” {verss 3.

War involves [sarning to hate and kill! Young men will
no longer be forced to LEaRN an attitude which is diametrically
apposed to the rale of God’s law of love!

But meanwhile, true Christians must work and pray for
God's kingdom of peace, and we must realize that the spirit
of war is the spirit of mMurpEr — and avoid it with all of our

Jesus Christ and War

Speaking before the Leapue of Nations, Tr. Harry Emer-
son Fosdick put this thought in a very powerful way: “We
cannot reconcile Jesus Christ and war — that is the essence
of the matter, That iz the challenge which today should stir
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the conscience of Christendom. War §s the maat eolessal and
ruinous social sin that afflicts mankind; it i= utterly and irre-
medizbly unchristian; in its total method and effect it means
averything that Jesus did not mean and it means nothing that
He did mean; it is a more blatant denial of every Christian
doctrine about God and man than all the theoretical athssts
on earth ever could devise. It would be worthwhile, would it
not, to &ee the Christian Church claim as her own this greatest
moral i=sue of our time, to see her lift once more as in our
fathers' days, a clear standard against the peganiem of this
present world and, refusing to hold her conscience at the heok
and ecall of belligerent states, put the kingdom of God ahove
nationalism and call the world to peace? That wenld not be
the denial of patriotism but its apotheosiz,”

The essence of the matter is that Jesus Chriat is against
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the spirit of war m every form. He g against wer — and
someday He will put an end to it forever!

He is against all malice and envy and hate. Jesus Christ
taught the dignity of man and the sacredness of human life —
“Craated m the image of God."

And the great Father of Jesus Christ, the Almighty Gop
who governs the universe from Hie throne in heaven, that God
thunders at an age of violence and rebellion: “Thou shalt
not kll"
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