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artistry of a spider’s web; kaleidoscopic color

and minute detail of a bird’'s feather; hexagonal

symmetry of honeycomb cells. Could these

and other marvels of nature possibly be the result

of blind chance? The article beginning

on page 22 proves the deck is stacked against it.
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this question from a reader of

The Good News, after reading
my “‘Personal” on “What we
should learn from the spectacu-
lar Israeli strike to free scores of
hostages from skyjack terrorism.
The amazing parallel!”

His question:

“Dear Mr. Armstrong. I read with
interest your article in the Decem-
ber Good News. I am enclosing part
of it with underlinings that I would
like more information on.

“I would appreciate receiving a
short and concise statement of the
basis of your call from God. Did He
visit you personally? How was this
Bible commission announced to
shake someone like me to be able to
know that you are the ‘APPOINTED"?
Will there be any need for a succes-
sor to you? And how is it provided?

“l enjoy your magazine. Best to
you.”

The letter was not anonymous,
else | would not give it an answer.

But I feel many readers might be
interested in the answer. God did
appear personally to Adam, to
Noah, to Abraham, Isaac and Ja-
cob. Christ did appear personally in
calling His twelve apostles. There is
every reason to believe that He ap-
peared in person to the apostle Paul,
in calling and instructing him.

[ have often compared my call
and teaching from Christ to Paul’s
account in Galatians 1:10-17.

First, he gave one of the evi-
dences of the authenticity of his
apostleship in verse 10: “For do 1
now persuade men, or God? Or do |
seek to please men? For if I yel
pleased men, I should not be the
servant of Christ.”

Then comes his teaching and com-
mission: “But I certify you. brethren.
that the gospel which was preached
of me is not after man. For I neither
received it of man, neither was |
taught it, but by the revelation of
Jesus Christ. . . . But when it pleased
God. who . .. called me by his grace.
to reveal his Son in me, that I might
preach him among the heathen; im-
mediately I conferred not with flesh
and blood [humans]: neither went |
up to Jerusalem to them which were
apostles before me: but I went into
Arabia, and returned again unto Da-
mascus.”

From Seattle, Washington, comes
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Personal from...

A Frank Answer fo a
Reader’s Sincere Question

RS

There is every reason to believe
that Jesus Christ appeared in person
to Paul in Arabia. and for some
three years taught him just as He
previously had taught the original
twelve for some three years.

Jesus Christ is the personal living
Word of God. The Bible is the writ-
ten Word of God. The Bible was not
in print in Paul’s day. Paul, when
called, did not go to men, or those
recognized by men as God’s teach-
ers. but he was taught directly by
Christ the personal Word of God. In
like manner. when God called me,
by circumstances | believe He ma-
neuvered, in the autumn of 1927
after preparing me in many ways
while [ was unconverted and travel-
ing the wrong road of life (see vol-
ume I of my autobiography)—I did
not go to any school of religion, to
any denominational teachers, or to
any humanly taught theological
seminary. I went directly to the liv-
ing CHRIST for teaching THROUGH
His wRITTEN WORD!

I was immediately shocked to see
with my own eyes that in Protestant
Sunday school. from a child, I had
been taught precisely the OPPOSITE
of what God PLAINLY saYS in His
written WoRD!

How do I know HE guided me?
Two reasons: 1) My eyes saw
exactly the SAME WORDS my human

teachers of Sunday-school days had
seen—the difference being that they
“believed” in the BiBLE—but did
NOT believe WHAT 1T samp—and |
did believe WHAT IT PLAINLY SAID.
2) 1 had been brought to a full and
complete REPENTANCE and UNCON-
DITIONAL SURRENDER to GoD. ac-
cording to WHAT HE SAID (which |
believed). I had given my life with-
out any reservations to Him. I had
forsaken THIS WORLD, the glam-
orous future it appeared to promise
me—everything—to believe and fol-
low HIM. AND HAD ACCORDING TO
His proMmISE RECEIVED His Hory
SPIRIT TO OPEN MY MIND TO HIS
SPIRITUAL TRUTH! I knew it was
TRUE. because it made sense and
nothing else did!

Little by little, in almost day-and-
night study of His WORD, much of it
on my knees, God opened more and
more TRUTH to my understanding.
Always I had craved UNDERSTAND-
ING. And God was giving it to me.

After the first six months of this
intensive biblical study. God
brought me to this complete surren-
der, and gave me the gift of His
Spirit in the spring of 1927. I feel He
gave me also the special gift of UN-
DERSTANDING.

I DID NOT CHOOSE THE MINISTRY
as a life vocation. I had long before

(Continued on page 42)
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ONVERSION

SUDDEN EXPERIENCE OR LIFELONG PROCESS?

Almost everybody, it seems, is all mixed up on this matter of spiritual conversion. It’s part of
the missing dimension in knowledge. Let’s make it clear and plain as God Himself reveals it.

esterday I was speaking be-
onre a packed house in the

Ambassador Auditorium here
at Pasadena headquarters. I had oc-
casion, so I felt at the time, to sort of
“bare my soul,” so to speak, and
relate the circumstances of my own
conversion fifty years ago—not that
it is typical of the manner and cir-
cumstances in which all people must
come to conversion. Different ones
will come to it in a large variety of
circumstances.

Yet there is, after all, ONE WAY to
real conversion, regardless of indi-
vidual circumstances.

But is it a single sudden experi-
ence one undergoes once in a life-
time—and then he is “saved.” as it is
often expressed, once and for all—or
is it a gradual experience of CHANGE
continuing throughout a lifetime?

Life's Journey?

At times I have expressed the idea |
think many millions have come to
believe and on which they are stak-
ing their eternity. It is this: You are
on a journey on a railway train. It is
your life’s journey, whether long or
short. At the end of the line, because
of Adam’s sin, the switch is auto-
matically thrown to send you di-
rectly down to hell, where you will
be burmed alive—constantly burn-
ing, yet never burning up because
you are an immortal soul that can’t
die. Or, as millions also believe, it
will shoot you directly to “purga-
tory.”

But, if at any point in your life
during the journey you “accept
Christ as your Savior,” then at the
instant of that sudden experience, in
whatever manner such experience
takes place, the switch at the end of

by Herbert W. Armstrong

the line is suddenly thrown to shoot
you immediately up to heaven. And
there you shall live FOREVER in idle-
ness and ease, in glorious surround-
ings of splendor, with nothing to
do—no responsibilities anymore—
nothing but to be enraptured with
the delight of gazing continually on
the face of Christ your Savior.

About thirty years ago a man said
to me: “Let me see if I can define
your belief as contrasted to what
you claim many millions of others
believe.” Then he explained the be-
lief of the many approximately as [
have stated it just above.

“But you believe,” he continued,
“that after one is initially converted,
accepting Christ, he must then live a
life of obedience to God’s way,
struggling against himself to over-
come all wrong ways and GROWING
spiritually in Christ’s knowledge
and in grace—thus training himself
and qualifying to carry an impor-
tant RESPONSIBILITY in the next life.
You believe that when he dies, he is
DEAD. will not go to heaven or hell,
but will come to life again by a res-
urrection from the dead, and he will
be here on earth. Then he will have
immortality, and he will be RE-
WARDED according to what his
works were in this life—the BIGGEST
reward being to have conferred on
him the HEAVIEST and most impor-
tant RESPONSIBILITY. Is that what
you believe?”

“Well, not exactly,” | replied,
“but you are not too far off.”

“Well,” he said, “I want the first
way with the other millions. I DON'T
WANT TO HAVE TO CARRY ANY RE-
SPONSIBILITIES—if indeed there is
any life after death. I'd rather go to
heaven and be FREE from work and

responsibility. I prefer the idleness
and ease forever.”

“Reward” of Idleness and Ease
Well. today, thirty years later, now
in his 70s, this man has been given
his wish—so far as the idleness and
ease is concerned. He long ago re-
tired. He has nothing to do but just
SIT, SIT, SIT all day long in his small
and modest living room, morbid
with gloom, frustrated with in-
activity, wishing to die, but unable
to die. He was sent to the hospital
with cancer; the doctors did not give
much hope he would survive the op-
eration. But he did, and they sent
him home to die. But he didn’t die.
A couple years later he was rushed
to the hospital with an acute gall-
bladder infection. Peritonitis began
to set in; the doctors gave him al-
most no chance to survive the op-
eration—yet it was sure death in less
than 24 hours unless they operated.
But again his sturdy constitution
survived, and he was sent home and
recovered.

At a funeral of a relative which
we both attended some two years
ago, he said to me, “I'd give any-
thing to have a responsibility such
as you have that keeps you busy
traveling all over the earth.” He had
discovered that idleness and ease for
eternity would be indeed a poor “re-
ward” of conversion.

When Is One Saved?

Just what is this thing we call “con-
version”? What do we MEAN—"SAL-
VATION"? Peter said, “Repent, and
be baptized...and ye shall...”—
wHAT? Be saved? No. “... Receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

When I was holding the six
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‘ weeks’ series of nightly meetings in
1933 in the country schoolhouse
west of Eugene, Oregon, a local
Bible “scholar” sought to catch me
off guard and expose what he sup-
posed was my ignorance of the
Bible by heckling. He said. “Mr.
Armstrong, may I ask you a ques-
tion? Have you been saved yet?”

I replied, “If you know your

Bible. you know that Jesus said, ‘He

that shall endure unto the END, the
same shall be saved’ ” (Matt. 24:13).

So again I ask: Is CONVERSION a
sudden experience. or a lifelong
PROCESS?

[ had to ask myself, IF we humans
are destined to live an ETERNAL LIFE
in HELLFIRE because of what ADAM
did UNLEss we “accept Christ” at
some time during this life’s journey,
then why—yes, wHY—were we ever
put on earth in the first place? If we
then get the “reward” of idleness
and ease and NOTHING TO DO for all
eternity in heaven, then why did
God put us here?

That belief made no sense at all
to me.

But I read in the eighth Psalm the
question: “WHAT IS MAN, that thou
art mindful of him?” (Verse 4.)

Yes, what is a mere man? Why
should God even CONSIDER us; have
His mind on us? Of what impor-
tance are we? WHy did He put us
humans on earth? Was there any
reason—any PURPOSE?

This same question is asked in the
book of Hebrews. where it is more
fully answered.

Begin with verse 5, chapter 2,
where we find the subject matter of
the chapter: “For unto the angels
hath he not put in subjection THE
WORLD TO COME, whereof we
speak.” The context here is speaking
about the WORLD TO COME. The im-
plication is that there was a time
when the world was in subjection to
the angels. But the world to come
will NOT be in subjection to angels.
WHY? Continue on: “But one in a
certain place [here referring to what
I quoted above from the eighth
Psalm] testified. saying, What is
man, that thou art mindful of him?
Or the son of man, that thou visitest
him? Thou madest him a little lower
than the angels [elsewhere trans-

lated ‘for a little while lower than
the angels’].”

Yes, man, lower than angels.
WHy should God be concerned
about us? Even though man pos-
sesses the capacity to invent in-
tricate machines and fly to the
moon, he is really not much now.
Puny man is filled with evil, always
fighting, struggling. doing evil,
bringing suffering on himself.

The Incredible Human Potential

BuT, now notice the incredible, fan-
tastic, unbelievable future HUMAN
POTENTIAL we can fulfill—if we are
willing. *...Thou crownedst him
with GLORY and HONOR, and didst
set him over the work of thy hands”
(verse 7).

What does “the work of God’s
hands” include? THE WHOLE VAST
UNIVERSE—the PHYSICAL universe
and the SPIRITUAL universe!

Unbelievable? Read on!

“Thou hast put ALL THINGS in
subjection under his feet. [In chap-
ter 1, ‘all things’ is translated by
Moffatt as ‘the UNIVERSE.'] For in
that he [God] put ALL in subjection
under him [man], he left NOTHING
that is not put under him.”

INCREDIBLE? But notice the next
words: “But now we see NOT YET all
things put under him.”

Verse 9 goes on to explain that
Now what we see is JEsus already
crowned with GLORY and HONOR,
and, as in chapter 1, UPHOLDING
AND SUSTAINING THE ENTIRE UNI-
VERSE by the word of His POWER.

Yes, Jesus, as chapter 2 continues
to show. is the pioneer who has gone
on before, the captain of our salva-
tion, the first to be BORN of GoD of
MANY BRETHREN! (Rom. 8:29.)

Now the above passage from He-
brews 2 was speaking about the
world to come, NOT today’s world.
Angels will not be in power over it.
But angels WERE on this earth—the
earth was in subjection to them—
before the creation of Adam (11 Pet.
2:4; Jude 6; Isa. 14:12-15; Ezek.
28:12-17).

The angels sinned and became
demons. Lucifer, then king over the
earth, the supergreat archangel, be-
came Satan. And Now, God has
placed MAN on earth and given to

him the potential that was THE AN-
GELS’—if we “‘make the grade”
where they failed.

The angels turned from, rebelled
against, and rejected the GOVERN-
MENT OF GoD which then ruled the
earth and the angels that inhabited it.

What about MAN? Man has also
rebelled—sINNED!

But through Jesus Christ, who
paid man’s PENALTY of death in his
steads man MAY, if he will, REPENT—
turn FROM Satan’s way of “GET,” of
SELF-CENTEREDNESS and rebellion—
and through Christ’s sacrifice be
reconciled to Gop.

Upon real repentance, turning to
God’s law of LOVE and FAITH in
Jesus Christ, being baptized in His
name, we may be reconciled to God,
from whom our sins have cut us off.
and we may then receive the GIFT of
His HoLY SPIRIT.

That may rightly be called the
experience of CONVERSION. I could
write a whole book on that experi-
ence—what it means to receive the
HoLy Seirit of Gop; what the
HoLy SpIrIT really is, and MEANS.

It BEGETS us with the very life of
God—for the Holy Spirit 1s His life,
coming into us from His very Per-
son. It begets us with Gob-life. We
become HEIRS of God and joint-
heirs with Christ, who has already
had put under Him the WHOLE VAST
UNIVERSE.

Not Yet Born of God

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of UN-
DERSTANDING—the very MIND of
God which, with our spirit, opens
our minds to UNDERSTAND God’s
KNOWLEDGE as He reveals it (re-
vealed knowledge) through the
Bible.

But we are NOT YET BORN of
God—not yet POSSESSORS—only
HEIRS; not yet BORN—only BEGOT-
TEN, as we once were begotten in
our mother’s womb before we were
BORN. And just as we were first an
embryo and a growing fetus in our
mother’s womb, so now we must
GROW in the knowledge of Christ
and in grace (II Pet. 3:18).

We start out the Christian life like
newborn babies.

WHyY were we put here on earth?

(Continued on page 44)
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' What it Means

W e

past one.

For weeks on end, the Big Freeze of '77 clamped the industrial
heartland of America in an icy vise. Day after day of record-breaking
subfreezing temperatures sent the economies of state after state in the eastern
half of the nation careening into a tailspin. Millions of people were driven
out of work, their factories, offices and businesses closed due to severe fuel
shortages. Whole cities lay lifeless, buried under suffocating mountains of
snow. Some people died trapped in their snowbound automobiles, or frozen
to death in their own homes.

Snow also fell deep into the Southeastern states, in some places where it
had never before been seen. Virtually a whole season’s crop of vegetables
froze in the fields of southern Florida. Meanwhile, in Alaska, people basked
in temperatures in the 40s and 50s. And where the snow was really needed it
came in insufficient amounts or merely rested useless atop already frozen
bone-dry topsoil. Twelve states in a wide belt across the U.S.. mostly in the
West and Midwest, were operating under emergency relief conditions
because of severe drought. In California. municipal  (Continued on page 39)

N ever in the memory of most Americans has there been a winter like this

5



outh African officials were sur-

prised and angered three

months ago when the Soviet
Union announced that President
Nikolai Podgorny would soon make
an unprecedented trip to Africa to
visit three nations deeply involved
in the Rhodesian fracas—Tanzania,
Zambia and Mozambique.

The Soviet Union, of course,
backs the guerrilla forces fighting in
Rhodesia. And Soviet arms, in the
hands of Cuban proxy-warriors, se-
cured a Marxist victory in Angola.

Podgorny’s “showing of the flag”
in Southern Africa merely con-
firmed to Pretoria what South Afri-
cans had been warning of for some
time—that the Soviet Union sees the
chance for big political gains for it-
self in aiding “liberation move-
ments” in that part of the world.

Warning to East and West

In a somber New Year’s Eve mes-
sage to the South African people,
Prime Minister John Vorster, in al-
most World War II Churchillian
prose, told his countrymen that
South Africa could face a “Commu-
nist onslaught” and warned that
they must be pre-

demning South Africa and even
calling for world support of libera-
tion movements to rise up from
within the country to seize power.
He said that if one day South Af-
rica’s head were demanded on a
dish. the U.N. “will provide the
dish.” But he warned his adversaries
that “we, however, are certainly not
prepared to provide the head.”

Then, in clarion tones. he de-
clared: “Let the world know we are
not to be had for free. that we desire
nothing that belongs to others but
that we will protect and defend our
rights, our property and country with
all the means at our disposal.”

No Simple Solution

Very clearly, neither the East nor
the West is going to leave South
Africa alone in its own efforts to
achieve rational, just solutions to its

enormous social dilemma—that of

guaranteeing the rights and free-
doms for its 4% million White citi-
zens, 2'» million mixed-blood
Coloureds. 750,000 Indians and 18
million Blacks—the latter composed
of nine major tribal nations, each
with its own culture, language, and

feelings of inferiority or dangerous
superiority toward the others.

The Communists think they have
the answer. of course. Young mili-
tants attuned to their blandishments
say: “Raze the whole imperialist,
racist structure to the ground and
construct a new socialist order on
the ashes of the old and the millions
of bodies of the capitalist class.”

Those in the West, on the other
hand. ignorant of South Africa’s his-
tory and unique human mold. na-
ively push for “majority rule” in the
context of a single-state system. This
simplistic formula. which sounds so
plausible to those not understanding
the situation, would, in the eyes of
many South African officials of all
races, lead to equally calamitous re-
sults. South Africa has never been
the testing ground for simple solu-
tions.

Unique People

To understand the complex South
African situation of today, one must
first understand the history of a
unique and often scorned
people—the Afrikaners. Roughly
sixty percent of South Africa’s

White stock. they are

pared to stand alone.
Vorster character-
ized the West as
floundering, weak-
willed and militarily
inferior to the Com-
munists, adding that
“the West has not
only lost the initiative,
is not only on the de-
fensive everywhere,
but what is saddest of
all, it has lost the will
to take a firm stand
against the ever-in-
creasing menace.”
The prime minister
alluded to several re-
cent United Nations
resolutions con-

CAN
AFRICA'S

BE
AVERTED?

a literal creation of
African soil. They
have been called “Af-
rica’s White Tribe.”

It is critically im-
portant to compre-
hend the Afrikaner’s
conception of him-
self and the role of

or nation,

his volk,
in that part of Africa

in which he finds him-
self.

Afrikaner history
goes back to 1652
when a tiny band
of Dutchmen first
landed at the south-
ern tip of Africa. A
small settlement grew

During 1976, South Africa erupted on the world scene as a major
tension area, rivaling the Middle East. Few realize
the real issues involved in this vital but potentially explosive region.

by Gene H. Hogberg



out of what was originally intended
to be a provisioning stop for the
ships bound around Africa to India
and the Far East.

Thus people of European stock
have been in Africa almost as long
as Whites have been in America.

To the pioneering Dutch were
later added Germans and immi-
grants of French Huguenot stock
who fled Catholicism in France. The
bloodstream of the “average” Af-
rikaner today would yield 37%
Dutch cells, 35% German and 14%
French. Over the years there has
been some intermarriage with the
English who first arrived as per-
manent settlers in 1820—168 years
after Jan van Riebeeck’s party
landed. (Most of the English, how-
ever, along with later additions,
have remained a distinct cultural
group of their own.)

Within a short while these people
were calling themselves “Afrika-
ners”—meaning “Africans™ in their
own language—which language it-
self was subtly undergoing a linguis-
tic metamorphosis from 17th-
century Dutch to today’s Afrikaans.

The Afrikaners in their early days
showed a fierce desire

tered Black Bantu tribes moving
south in migrating waves out of cen-
tral Africa (see map on next page).

Afrikaner Psyche

The tales of these Voortrekker pio-
neers, their covered wagons, their
clashes with the warring Bantus,
comprise some of the most inter-
esting history of the 19th century.
Deeply 1mprmted on the Afrikaner
psyche today is the v1(,tmy over
Zulu warriors at Blood River in
1838. Before the battle began the
Voortrekkers promised God they
would always celebrate that day in
His honor if He gave them victory.
The “Day of the Covenanl,” as it is
called, remains South Africa’s most
important holiday.

The following 64 years are rich in
South Africa’s history as well: the
establishment of two Boer republics
(the Transvaal, or South African
Republic, and the Orange Free
State); the inrush of the English in
quest of newly discovered dmmonds
and gold in the interior; a series of

wars with the British culminating in
the epic Anglo-Boer War (1899-
1902) in which no more than 30,000

Boer commandos at any given time
withstood the might of the British
army, which had 500,000 men in the
field.

Forced to capitulate under the su-
perior weight of men and arms, the
Afrikaners, in a sense, still came out
on top. The two Boer republics were
joined to the British-controlled
Cape Colony and Natal to form the
Union of South Africa in 1910. As
an independent member of the Brit-
ish Commonwealth, it was tied to
London until 1961 when a republic
was declared.

The more numerous Afrikaners
have nearly always dominated the
political scene, while the English-

speaking population, with its experi-

ence in commerce and industry, has
dominated the economic life of the
country. This division has roughly
pemeled to this day. though in the
past two decades Afrikaans-speak-
ing Whites have shown great strides
in the business world as well,

First Anticolonialists

Afrikaners today stress to outsiders
that they were the first people in
Africa to throw off the yoke of colo-

nialism. In fact, Af-

for freedom and inde-
pendence. After the
English took control
of the Cape in 1806
and over the next
three decades firmly
established them-
selves in authority,
some of the Afrikaner
families, also known
s “Boers”—Dutch for
“farmers”—set out on
their “Great Trek”
into South Africa’s
unpopulated rugged
high interior—in much
the same fashion as
America’s pioneers
headed west. Along
the way they encoun-

Alan Reininger—Contact

rikaner nationalism
was the first coherent
nationalist movement
on the continent. As
former British Prime
Minister Harold Mac-
millan told the South
African Parliament in
February 1960: “You
are sprung from Eu-
rope ... and here in
Africa you have your-
selves created a free
nation, a new nation.
Indeed, in the history
of our times, yours
will be recorded as the
first of the African na-
tionalisms.”

The dilemma which

A NATION IS BORN — PEACEFULLY. South African Prime Minister John Vorster, seated left, and
prime minister of the Transkei, Chief Kaiser Matanzima, sign papers
granting independence to former homeland area.



the White South Afri-
can, and the Afrika-
ner in particular, has
faced in recent
decades is this: how
best to preserve his
own identity and cul-
ture and yet provide
for the aspirations of
the various and highly
divergent Black peo-
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comprise several dis-
tinctive peoples. each
with its own language,
culture and customs.
A Venda. for ex-
ample, is as distinct
from a Zulu as a
Swede is from an Ital-
ian, The most impor-
tant of these tribal
nations are the Xhosa

ples in his midst, ST MEETING OF and the Zulus—both
whose ultimate politi- nearly 5,000.000 in
cal future was never ggl'fl%'ﬂ it population.

determined when the FRENCH AND Americans and

old British-formed
Union was designed

GERMAN PIONEERS

BLACK TRIBES wmmmm
EUROPEAN MIGRATION ——

others outside South
Africa find it hard to

back in 1910.

A recent editorial
in Die Burger, the
prominent Cape
Town Afrikaans-lan-
guage newspaper, de-
scribes this dilemma

In South Africa, neither the Whites nor any of the Black tribal nations has a
prior claim to all of the land. Historically, the various Black peoples settled in
different regions where they established their own social and cultural systems
and tribal organizations. It was not until 120 years after the first Whites
came to South Africa that there was any appreciable contact between
Whites and migratory Blacks.

understand that not
all Black people are
alike, just as not all
White people are
alike. Blacks in Amer-
ica, having been re-
moved from their

best:

“South Africa’s survival crisis is
also in its deepest sense a crisis in
the heart of the Afrikaner Nation-
alist.

“The main theme of our history,
as we ourselves have chosen it is
national freedom. Our most glorious
hour was the Boer Republics’ los