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s the day of miracles past? Does
the bving God heal sickness and
disease today upon believing
prayer? Or was healing performed
only by Christ and the onainal apos-
tes? hd God raise Up medcal
soience for our day? What about
modern faith healers and public
healng services?



! Chapter One

HEALING
INOUR TIME?

ou live in a4 world that refies primarily on medical
doctors o treat illness, Most professing Christians
today say; “Giod rised up medical scicnce for our day.
Jesus healed to prove He was the Messinh, But the day of
miracies is now past.” Some, who think God heals through
scli-professed faith healers, aitend public healing shows. Some
believe in healing by one of the forms of “mental science™ —the
power of mind over matier. Others say: “Well, 1 think God can
heal—ir its His will, But how can we know whether it's His
will 7
Yos, people fay!
But what does Gon say?
Does He reveal whether He still heals, why He heals, how
He heals, shether and when ot 15 His will? For the nnswers we
g to the Bible.

Christ’s Ministry Was Dual

Let’s begin at the beginning: Actually, there are rug
beginmings, so far as the subject of healing is concerned—one is
in the Mew Testameni, with Christ; the other in the Qld
Testament, with the people of ancient Tsrael. We shall begin
with the ministry of Jesus. Later, many readers will be
surprised to learn how much s recorded on the  sobject
throughout the O1d Testament,

More than 1,900 years ago—in A, 27-31—Jesus Christ
appearcd on earth &8 n messenger bearing historyvs maost
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important message from Ged o mankind, His mission was
prophezied in Malachi 3:].

That message actually was a stupendons NEWS ANNOUNCE-
MENT. The mews was the most transcendent coor NEWS! 1L was
the cosPEL {which means “good news") of Jesus Christ

But Jesus" ministry was a dual ministry. And a miraculous
mimistry.,

Jesus came also healing the sick by divine power of God. It
wit nod the power of human mind over matter. Few realize the
extent to which healing and casting out demons were an
integral part of Jesus’ ministry, Later, the apostles proclaimed
His same message and healed the sick.

Ministry of Healing Ceases

It comes as an astoumding shock to learn that long before
the end of the first cemury, the proclamation of Christ's gospel
10 the world and the ministry of physical healing ceased!

But wHy?

Christ’s gospel was the glorious messianic announcement of
the coming world-ruling Kinopom oF Gon. B owas the
annoencement of the wonderlul worLn Tomorrow! [t was mo
a missage of doom!—except for explaining the causes of the
doom of this world's evils, sufferings and unhappiness. It was a
jovous announcement of coming world peace, universal happi-
mess and well-being!

But the leaders of the poople in Judea misunderstood and
resented both that good Mews and Jesus™ MIRACLES.

Jesus' mirncles were public, but they weren't healing shows,
He simply healed the sick wherever He came to them or they
came o Him. But of course the miracles attracted enormous
crowds, Many began (o believe on Him.

This alarmed the chief pricsts and the ruling Pharisees. It
stirred them to vielent persecution, They totally misundersiood
Jesies' meskape! His news announcement was that of the
yet-to-come Kingdom of God, not—as they supposed—of the
overthrow of the Roman government of their day,

The Bomans, then ruling the Western world, pvoided mosi
of the details of government adminisiration in Judea by
allowing the Jews to rule themselves at the lower levels.

The Pharizaic rubers loved their position of authority, They
viewed Jesus as an anti-Roman agitator proposing (o overthrow
the Roman rule. They feared being imprisoned as seditionists if
they sided in any way with Jesus. They plotted to kill Him, and
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at Gods sel time Jesus was crucified, making possible man’s
reconciliation with Gad,

Power of the Holy Spirit Given

God mirsculowsly raised Jesus from the dead, making
possible eternal life for humonity, On the 50th day (ealled
Pentecost) afier His resurrection, the 120 convens of Jesus,
including the aposiles, recerved the Fow i of the Haly Spirit of
God. In that power they proclaimed the pood news of the
Kingdom of God. In the same divine power from God by which
Christ healed, they healed the sick wherever they went.

But. as with Jesas, s0 now with the apostles: The miracles
drew tremendous crowds, Without any pressured solicitations,
thousands were converted and baplized, But soon the persecu-
tion against them multiplied,

Two years-after Jesus' resurcection, AL 33, Simon the
Sorcerer (Acts §). the Pater (father or Peter) of 1he Babylonian
mystery religion in Samaria, after being rejected by Peter,
appropriated the nane of Christ and applied it to his Babylon-
ian mystery religion, calling it “Christianily.” Simon und his
followers began systematic opposition and persecution against
the true Church of God, founded in A, 31 by Jesus Christ,
[ How the Babylonian mystery religion was moved into Samar-
iain 718 B.C, is explained in 11 Kings 17:15-24.%

Gentile and Jewish Opposition

The earliest opposition against Christ's Church was Jewish,
oppeing the gccepiance of Jesus as the Messiah, Judaizers
insisied on observing the temporary ritenks of Mesaic law, For
this reason the ecarly ministiry of the apostles pul prime
emphasis on the replacement of rituals by the Holy Spirit. and
an the resurrection, infallible proof of Christ’s messiahship.

The npostles were personally with Jesus for 3% vears before
Hiz crucifixion and for 40 days after His resurrection—so they
were eyewiinesses 1o the resurrection,

Afler AD. 33, as the work of this Simon the Sorcerer
spread, the oppesition to the true Church became Genile, The
writings of Paal. as well as and [1 Peter, of James, of 1, 1] amd
I John and Jude show the Gentile opposition was primarily
aimed against the law of God, Simon appropriated the dectrine
of grace from the eaching of the apestles, but it was grace
turned into license (o disobey (Jude 2).

They preached o fulbse Jesus who, they said, did away with



Mealing i Ouw Time® 11

the basic spiritunl law of God, Simon and his followers
preached a wially different gospel than the aposiles—primari-
Iy that of their own Babylonian mystery religion with grace and
Christ’s name added. OF course they got it 1o the Galatians.,

Tothe Galkatians, Paul wrate: "1 marvel that ve are so soon
remaved from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto
another gospel” (Galatians 1:6).

To the Corinthians, Paul wrote: “For if he that cometh
preacheth ahathar Jesis . or another gospel . " (11 Corin-
thiams 11:4). OF these Simon Magus-ivpe preachers. Paul
wrote: “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, trans-
forming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel;
for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light
Therefore it s no preat thing if ks melaiciers also be irans-
formed as the ministers of nighteousness” (verses 13-15),

It was Szian—1ihe former cheruly Lucifer | Isaiah 14:02-1%;
Erckicl 28:12-17y—who originally rebelled  against  the
GOV ERNMENT OF Gop and caused its removal from the earih.
Satan is the pod of this world {11 Corinthians 4:4), He has his
churches. and his ministers. They appose the Jow of God
Therefore they oppose the KmsGoom of God, since it s
governed by the laws of God. These apostles of Satan offered
the world an easier religion. Obedience was unncoessary.

Dark Age Begins

The oppusition of Simon’s Tatse church Anally snuffed o
the proclaiming of the sessacry of the winooom oF Gon.
Before the end of the first century, the curtain was systemalti-
cally rung down on all records of true Church history.

When the curtain lifis, late in the second centory, we
behold a “Christimiy™” utterty’ unlike that of Christ and His
origingl aposties. 1is doctrines, sacraments and customs were
those of the Babylonian mystery religion. 1 persecuted and
martyred those trse Christians still holding to the teachings
and customs of Christ and His apesiles. Christ’s doctrines and
customs were branded as “Jewish.” The term “Jewish™ became
a dirty word—an epithel

The message God sent to mankind by Jesus Christ—the
true gospel Christ preached, the ammouncement of the coming
KiNGDOM OF Gop—-was done away by expediently calling The
CHURCH (Simop's) “the kingdom of God™ Some, later,
reduccd the EmmGpom of Gop to an ethereal indescribable
something "set up in men's hears,"”
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Thus, through manipulations of “the god of this world.”
Satan, by whom ALL NATIONS HAVE BEEN DECEIVED (Revela-
tion 12:9), the triue GOSPFEL MESSAGE CHRIST BROUVGHT Was
suppressed and not proclaimed to the world after the hrst
century! And healing the sick as o regular practice had ceased
el sds.

Thus the puse minisiry of Chrst and the apstles was no
part of what the world has accepted as iraditional Christiam-
Ly,

But, persecuted aver the centuries, mostly unrecognized by
the world, the true and origingl Church of God has continued
through all generations Lo the presenl.

In the book of Revelation iwo churches are described. One,
in the I 2th chapter. the tree and original Church of God, small
and persecoted, having to endure hardship, persecution and
martyrdom for survival; the other, in the [7th <hapter, the
great pelitically populur church, ruling over kings and nations
of this world, dronk wilh the Blood of saints and mortyrs of
Jesus,

For 18% centuries Chiigt s true gospel— His MESSAGE [Tom
God of the coming kiwcpos o Goo—had not been
prociaimed (o the world. 1t was only tought to the comparative
fow-—secretly—who kept the Church of God alive through the
ceniuries,

Gospel Restored

The original one and only true Church of God still lives!
A still persccuted, maligned. misrepresented, it 5 restoring
the trug gospel of Jesus Christ today! ff is sending ouf thar
pond mews worldwide—as o witness for ull nations, in real
BowER!

And Christ’s -doctrine of healing the sick is also being
restored. There have been multiple theusands of miraculous
healings. Bul not, in our time. spectacular public displays of
sesational miracles toattract both érowds and added persecu-
tions. The ressons for this and the teuth about the whole
subject of healing will be made plain in this booklet.

There have been “gospel” programs—scores of them—all
over the world, But, as Paul described, they have each Becn
anther gospel, Thrist’s MEsSAGE was suppressed. Chrst bas
been preached 1o the world—but a dfferent Jesus,

Hut, Wit ool hrp-:'r'ng the sick .I'Dd'ﬂj":' Heaw e 7 -’?ﬂ'ng
restored in God's Chierch?
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LEARNING
10 BELIEVE

W: come mow Lo the biblical teaching on the subject of
healing. And | can best bring this 10 the reader by
relating my own personal and unusual experience in
discovering i

When | frst come among those of the Charch of God i
1926 and 1927, they stll carried the name *Church of Ged,”
They Enew of the second coming of Christ 1o reign on earth for
i thousand years, though they knew hittle, or almost nothing, of
what would actually take place during that millennial reign,

Back in 1560 the largest number of them had split off,
coming o the beliel that the millennial reign with Christ would
tnke place in heaven, Leaving the truth they also lefi the true
name

Although the knowledge of these simple but sincere peaple
regarding the Kingdom of God was very incomplete, they did
believe in keeping the commuindments of God, They had more
biblical truth than any other religious body on earth.

Even though Gods Charch had endured throuph the
centuries, gradually much of the sriginal truth of the gospel
oppeerently hid been. lost

True KEnowledee Revealed

Subsequent events have shown thet | wos being calied by
the living Christ for o very special end-time commission to raise
up the Philudelphin ers of Gods Church [ Revelgtion 3:7-131,
by restore much lost knowledge (Dandel 125349, 0 restore the
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great commission (Matthew 24:14) and publish (Mark 13200}
His true gospel of the Kingdom of God “in all the world for s
wilness anta all mations™ jost before the end of this present
wior]d,

We had now reached the final gencration of this ape—the
peneration during which Christ will return; setitng up the
Kingdam of God.

The shock of my life come when | saw am fhe Hible,
beginning in the autumn of 1926, that what | had heard as *“the
pospel™ was in most basic respects dhe very oppasite of the
plain and clear teaching of the real Jesus and of the Bible!

It waos an almost unbelievable shock 1o see in the Bible the
prophecy that aLL saTiONs—the world ax a wholfe—would be
deceived today? It was a tremendouws shock to learn the full
truth about the Kingdom of God and thst God had inspired the
apostle Paul 1o prenounce a double curse on gny who would
preach any other gospel! (Galatians 1:8-9.)

My eyves were opened 10 the true gospel described so clearly
and unmisiakebly in the Bibie—for those willing fo see and
believe

The Calling

And so, as | have watien belore, | say with the apostle Pal
i puraphrasingb: “1 certify you. brethren, that the gospel which
is preached by me is not after man, For | neither received it of
man, neither was | tought it, but by the revelation of Jesus
Christ . . . . But when it pleased God, wha ., . called me by Hiz
grace, (o revenl His Son and His gospel in me, that 1 might
preach it among the descendanits of the house of Isracgl, and the
Gientile nations, and kings [Acts 91 5], immediately | confer-
red mot with Mesh ond blood, neither went | 1o any theological
sermnary or source of religious teaching of this world, but |
wenl to Christ, the living Personal Word of (od, wha
instrucied me through the written Word of God, 1the Haoly
Bible" (Galatians 1:11-17}

Ader the first six months” infendive almost night-end-day
l.Lm'E:,r 1_1r lhl.- H-|i'.'||:. I'ﬂ}' |.:n|:|n'-*1.'1':-:'||.1n and |1-=|‘!|l|.5-.|:|'| occufied kA e
spring of F927—buyi not the cessation of instruction the living
Chrise was imperting through His written Word. That has
contimued oll through the over ) years since

My family and | were living then in Portland, Oregon. As
1927 wore on. intensive Bible study continued. | was rapidly
beginning to grow, as Peler said Christians must, “in grace,
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and in the krowledpe of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ™ (11
Peter 3:18), Lpon bapiism, 1 had received the Holy Spimt of
the living God. My mind had undergone a renewing, | was
thrilled at ihis new abiliy to wedersrand God's revealed
knowledge. Stll I was having §o leirn a Slep at 3 lime, A
doctrine at-a time. The hardest pari wias having 1o uxlearn
inherited false teachings

Mrs. Armstrong Siricken

In early August 19217, my wife suddenly was attacked by a
series of physical illnesses, First she was bitten on the lef leg by
a dog. Then immediately she was driven 1o bed with 1onsillitis,
She got up 1o seon and was stricken with a viodent relapse,
Meanwhile she had contracted blood poisoning from a rose
thorn on the index finger of her right hand,

The next two or three days her sister and | ook turns night
and day soaking her right arm in almost blistering hat Epsom
salts water, covering her wrist and forearm with hot towels,
holding her right arm constantly high.

The backset from tonsillitis developed into quinsy. Hers
throat became swollen shut. Her jaws became locked. OfF
course we had called a doctor.

For three days and three nights she was nol only unable 1o
swallow [ood or water, bui worse, she was unable o sleep a
single moment. She was nearing exhaustion, The red line of
blood potsoning. despite our efforts, was streaking up her right
arm. It had reached her shoulder on the way to her heart. The
doctar 1old me privately she could not last another 24 hours,

The third sleepless, loodbess and waterless doy was a
sweltering hot day in early Adgust Late that morming a
neighbor lady stopped in 1o see my wife.

“Nr. Armatrong,” she asked, "would you object i | ask a
man and his wile 10 come and anoing and pray for M.
Armsirong’s healing?”

That sounded a bit fanatical to me. Too embarrassed to
abject, however, | said hesitantly, “Well, | suppose nob™ In twa
hours she returned, saving they would come at about 7 that
EVENLNE.

But 1T began to have misgivings. What if these people were
Holy Rollers or wild, shouting fanatics? What would our
neighbors say? | went (o the neighbor lady and todd her 1
behieved we'd better not have them come after all. She was
mice. She would starl immediately and tell them not to come. 1
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lexrned then she would have 1o walk over a mile each way 1o
conticl them, It was now the keat of the day, the hotiest day of
the year.

O, P'mesorry,” Dsaid. ™1 didn’t realize you bid 1o walk so
far. But | was afraid these people might vell and wiul and
shout, and cause a nerghborhood distorbance.”

“Crh, they are very quiet people,” she asured me. | backed
down. “"'Well, et themn come, then,” | concluded,

The Meuning of Faith

They proved 1o be simple and plain people, not highly
educated, vet of good matural intelligence.

“This is all rather new to me,” | began, a5 soon as they were
seated ol my wile's bedside, “"Would vou mind il [ ask a few
Juestions?”

He weleomed the QUEstions. He had o Bible in his hands.
Omne by one he answered every question by reading his answer
from the Bible, | recognized ¢very passage he read, but had not
pui them together this way before. Mow | suw them for the frst
time a3 teachings, admonitions, explasations and, most Dnpar-
tanl, prosses! | began o understand—and believe! And 1
knew well my wile did alsa

I kmelt with them beside her bed, The man anainted my
wile from a vial of il he cirried. Then he witered o quiet bui
deeply. earnest, positive, believing praver such 235 | had never
heard before, He actually dared 1o talk directly to God, quating
whitt Cioad had sisd in the Bible, quoting God’s conditions and
proeiises and applving those promises o my wife, saying in
boldness and confidence that e was claiming and holding God
to those promises.

Mever had we heard a prayer like that! We knew God in
His Word had promised. We believed God. Mra. Armsirong
and [ both exew she was healed—as this man bad cluimed—
from the top of her head 10 the bottom of her feet.

As they rose to leave, the woman laid o band on Mres.
Armstrong’s shooider and said quistly, “You'll sleep tonight.”
I thanked them gratefully,

As they left Mrs, Armstrong asked me to bring her a robe.
Without a word, she rose. and arm in arm we walked silently
out Lo the sidewalk and back.

My wife went immediately 1o sleep and dida’t waken uniil
I1 the next morning. She arose and dressed as if nothing had
happened. She was completely healed—or EvERYTHING!
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We hadl learned a new lessom in Farra! And thut expenence
hoe resulied in countbess thousands of others lenrning that
besson! We had learned that we can rely on God s Word! God's
FAITHILLNESS 15 perfecr.

& MNew Subject to Stady

That awe-inspiring experience brought before me for study
# otally new subject—HEALING—and its  accompanying
subjects of FAITH and PRAYER.

There wis one real disappointment in this whole experience
with my wife's healing. | felt extremely grateful 10 the man and
wife who had brought this eiperience 1o us. | had fearned a
rather shocking truth in the Bible: The resurrection of Christ
wias NoT on Sunday, and the crucifinion was net on Friday. |
lad written in manuscript form an acticle on the subject. This
man’s fervent prayer not only saved my wife's life, ji also
opened my eyes o a new biblcal peaih, Mow | wanted toshare
with him the eve-opening truth about the resurreciion.

I 1ok mv 1yped manuscript along and offered 0 10 him o
rend, asking his opinion about the truth of it. | lefl it with him.
A Jew nights later, | called agnin on this man | leoked to as a
man of God. 1 asked il ke had read my manuscript.

*Well, wes, Brother,” he replied. “1 took it toour pastor and
we went over it together,” He avoided giving an opinion as teils
pruth.

“But did you fnd any erse o in what 1 wrode? |

raisted.

“Well, mo, Brother,” he admitted. "We couldn’t find
anyihing wrong with i, But, Brother, we feel that siudying that
kind of subject is likely to be dangerops. 11 might get vou all
mixed up. We Feel it would be betier For vou to just forgel all
about it We feel there are more imporiant things for you 1o
study. I1's best 1o just keep your mind on Christ,™

Giods Knowledoe Hejected

| walked back home disitlussoned, grieved, tremendously
disappointed. He adminted | had brought him @ new truth, He
was unable to find any error in it 11 was the pure teaching of
the Bible, vet he not only rejected the admitted Word of God,
he advised me, a newly converted mian whe had cenfidence in
him, alse to accept fradition and false teaching and reject the
Word of the living God!

Agriving home, | happened 1o turn 16 Hosea 406 where God
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suys that because people have rejected God's knowledge, He
will reject them! 1t weighed heavily on my mind. A week later [
wiltked back down Sandy Boulevard to the old tabermacle
formerly used by Hilly Sunday where this man and wife were
caretakers. | boped | might even yet rescue this man from the
consequences of rejecting trutl,

| found him in the big auditorium, looking downcast and
dejected. “Brother!" he excluimed on seeing me. “Brother,
something ternble has come over me, God has leflt me. He
doesn’t answer my pravers anymore. Before, God osed me in a
special ministry praving for the sick. He always heard and
answered. People were miroculously healed. But not anymore!
Mot one, anymore, | don't undersiand in!™

Truth—or Consequences

Poor man? | understood. 1 iried to explain, but e woaldn't
listen. He had been a trasting and deeply sincere, if simple and
uneducated man, God had wsed him a3 an instrument in
performing miracles, helping people.

I 'quoted to hiny from 1 John 3222 © And whatsoever we ask,
Wi receive of him, beesuse we Keep his commandments, and do
those things that are pleasing in his sight.”™ But he could not see
that rejecting God's truth and refusing 1o keep His command-
ments had any connection with his case.

| had 1o think of the radio-television show onginoted by
Ralph Edwards, Trutk or Consequences. God had required
him to accept the TRUTH or receive the conseguenices, | haven't
séen or heard from ihel man since.

But Christ did continue to reveal His truth, as | diligently
continued studying His Word, Not only did He open my mind
ta reveal His truth abowl healing, but also to understand the
truth about His gospel message —the Kingaom af Gond, | saw
the great commission 1o His apostles; “Go ve imta all the
world, and preach the pospel .. " {(Mark 16:]5)

1 saw thal it was a worfdwide ministey, not g locul one, nor
even matkonal 1o our own nation, It was now revealed 10 me
how, in the ministry of Jesus and His frst-centiory apostles,
miraculows HEALING of the sick and diseased went hand in
hand with the preaching of the gospel.

What happened through Simon the Sorcerer 1o stop the
worldwide proclaiming of the true gospel and stop the miracu-
lous healings was not revealed to me umtil vears liter. But it
was ut that time revealed 1o me how healing is for Ciod's
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Church today (Jumes 5:84-15), and ako the prophecy reveal-
ifg How the preal commission was to be carried out in this
present Exn TiME of the twentieth century.

Pivotal Chapter

That prophecy is in the pivotal prophecy chapter of the
Mew Testament—Matthew 24, Before | cover what the Bible
teaches aboul healing in both €d and New Testaments, i is
witil that the reader understand how that gospel message is
today, wfier |9 centurics, going out into aLL THE worLD for a
wiTsEss o all nations— not being proclaimed to all the billions
of people in every nation, but proclaimed fn all the world—
worldwide—so that it becomes o wilness 1o or against every
natisn,

Jesus had been teaching in the Temple in Jerusalem.
Leaving the Temple, His disciples came 1o Him privaiely on
thie Mount of Olives, asking: “Tell us, when shall these things
be? And what shall be 1he sign of thy coming, and of the end of
the warld Jage]?” (Yerse 3.)

“aond Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that
no man deceive vou. For many shall come in my naume, saying,
1 [Jesus] am Christ; and shall deceive many™ {verses 4-5),
First, Jesus warned them of the grest deception, the Talwe
“Christianily™—preaching Curist 10 the world, preaching
ARCUT the Messenger, but rot proclatming His messape—His
gospel.

He did not give the sign by which we might know when we
are at the exp of this present world and His coming is near
until verse 14 “And this pasped of the kingdom shill be
pregched in all the world for 8 witness unto oll notions; and
then shall the end come,™

The very Fact He gave the procloiming of the true gospel of
the Kingdom as the sign we are 61 theend time shows it wissnot
preached to the world these past 19 centuries—atherwise i
could nol be the sign.

But notice, this prophecy says the grest commission will be
mnrrﬂ ol WA ({1 I|'||: wurlﬂ, l:|'.|:'.I' il Kayy m:.l'ﬁa'.r!g bl Jrrm'iﬂ_;
wocompanying 1, Elsewhere biblical teaching shows healing is
Sor the Chivrch, Bul if 15 ~oT, toduy, on integral part of the
prociniming of Chrst’s gospel 1o dhe world?

Whyt
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WHAI THE OLD
AND NEW
TESTAMENTS
REVEAL

M.ln'_-. belicve, :m!:l.'_-'. thal Jeses bealed and p..'rl'urrnun.i
miiracles L'lf'l':.'} o demonstrle He was the l-.hri-.l. |1|..|I
we redd of miraculous kealings all through the Cd
lestament.

The Israchites, am their trek owl of Egyplian skivery, cime
to Marah. The water was oo bittee 10 drak, O course 1he
people priped and blamed Meses, Moses eried ot 1o Giod, w
performed o miracle, making the waters sweet. Then Giod said
SH thow wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the Etermal thy
Crisd, and will do that which is right in bs sight, and wile give
gar o his commandments, and keep all his stanoies, | will puan
nong & these diseases upon thee, which | have browght upon
the Epyptians: for | am the Eternal that healeth thee™ { Exodus
1 3:26).

The Gsod Whe Heals

Those last five wards are translated [rom the Hebrew name
Yahweh-Rapha, one of Gods names, meéanng the “healing
God™ or the "God who heals.™

In Exodus 23:25, (od is guoted speaking 1o the children of

bsracl: **. .. 1 will 1ake sickness away from the midsa of
thee.™

Apuin, n Dewteronomy 7115 “And the Eternal will tzke
away lrom thee all sickness " In Deuteroncmy 32:39, Caod

B gieoted: L 1 heal,
David prayed: *0 Efernal my God, | eried unio thee, and
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thow hast healed me™ (Psalms 30:2), Psalm 404 “Lord, be
merciful unto me: heal my soul -

In Psalm &:2, David praved: “Have mercy wpon me, O
Eternal: Toe | am weak: O Loed, heal me .7

Pealmy 103:5: “Wha forgiveth all thine iniguities; who
healeth all thy discases.” 15 it God's will 4o heal? some ask. O
athers say, 1 know He could heal me, 1eit’s His will.™ 15 it His
will 1o forgive? Then, He savs, it is also His will 1o pear—all
oir e ses

Pralmy 107:07-20 “Foals becawse of their transgression,
and  becawse of their iniguities, are aMicied. Their soul
abhorreth all manner of menl |food|: and they draw mear unto
the gates of death. Then they ory unto the' Etermal ino their
trouble, and he saveth them oot of their distresses.

“He [sendeth] his ward, and [heleth] them, and |deliver-
eth] them leem their destructions.” (The eriginal Hebrew
signifies the present tense.) This is o case of one who has been
very foalish, and brought the sickness upen himself. But. on
repentance, God lorgives and has mercy and heals.

Specifie Case History

God had said 1o ancient Israel, *1 am Fakweh-Rapha™—
that i, "l am the Eternal who heals you.™ or. *l am youar
kealing God,” or, 1 am your Chod-healer.” He alsosagid inthe
Ten Commgndments: “Thou shalt have no other gods belore
R

Healing is the forgivencss of physical sin. Mone but God
ciun Torgive sin, Mone but God heals! God s 4 jealous God, He
is not gaing to allow anvone else to heal Medicoines and drsgs
dy ok, coRmid HEAL!

Motice, now, the case of King Ass of Judabh. He turmed to
the king of Syria for belp and paid him moaey 0 become an
plly, God had said He would fight Judahs batiles for them.
This hiring of nllics God calls harlotry, in which the harlot pays
instead of being paid.

Bur King Asa forsook God—Ilike a wile forsaking her
husband and hiring lovers—and this, after having previowsly
relied on Grod for victories! God sent 4 prophet (o remind Asa of
whait he was doing, But Ass in hot anger had the prephet
imprisoncd.

Later Ase was siricken with o serious discase, Motice in
Il Chronicles 16:12-13""And Asa in the thirty and minth year
of his reign was discased -in his Teed, until bz diseaze wis
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cxcepding grean: v in i disease e sowghl ool io tie Erernal,
bar fio fhee pievaicians. And Asaoslept with his fathers, and dicd
in the one and fortieth vear of his reign,”

Ciod wamis His people 1o rely on Him, 1o TRUST Him, He
wiapdy to do things for us that we eannot do For oomselves, He
winis us o learn the lesson of Guinh!

Mow motice another case hiswory, recorded in 11 Kings, frst
chapter. King Ahaziah, king of Israel at Samaria, son of the
evil Ahab, "fell down through o lattice in his wpper ¢chamber
that was in Samaria, and waszick: and ke sent mescenpers, and
said unto ithem. o, inquire of Baalzebub 1he god of Ekron
whether 1 shall recover of this disease.

“But the-angel of the Etermal said 1o Elijah the Tizhbite,
Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king of Samara,
and £ay unto them. 15 it not becawse thete i nog o Ciod in lerael,
that ye go (o inguire of Baalrebub the god of Exron? Miow
therefore thus saith the Eiernal, Thouw shalt nor come down
from that bed on which thou art gone up, bat shali surely die™
(werses 2-4)

Baalzebub, the pod of Ekron, was the patron deity
of medicine—the medicine god of Ekron. The manner in
which people inguired of this god was throwgh the medical
doctors,

Is it because some of us do not knew and rely on the true
Giond that we rely instead on medical doctors? God has snid, *f
am the God who heais you.™

But now one other case history rom che O Testamcnt.
It's the example o King Hezekiah. 1t is recerded in 1] Kings,
the 204h chapter, the firsl seven verses,

“In those days was Herekinh sick unlto death, And ithe
proghet lsaiah the son of Amo: came to him, znd said unio
him, Thus saith the Eternal, Set thine house in order; Tor theou
shalt dae, and not live :

"Then e wrned his fage G0 the wall, and praved antg the
Etermal, saying. | beseech thee, O Eiernal, remember now hiow
I lave walked before theein truth and with o perfect heart, and
have dane that which is good in Chy sight. And Hezekiah wept
sore.”

He put his heart smao s praver, Fle opiy e God, He had o
right amitude: He did nod mow L (o seek human help, but
trusicd God alone, Continuing  the passage i werse 5
"o Thus saith the Eternal, the God of David thy Father,
| Bave heard thy prayer, | have seen thy tears) behold, |
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will heal thee: on the third day thou shalt go wp unto the
howse of the Eternal. And | will add unto thy days fifteen
years,”

Sew Testament Teaching

Earlier we saw that proclaiming the assouscesiest of the
Kingdom of Goed and healing went hand in hand in Jesus”
ministry, Che passape in Matthew summarizes. it

“And Jesus went aboot all Calilee, teaching in their
synagopues, wnd preaching the pospel of the. kingdom, and
healing all manner of sickness and all manaer of discase among
the people™ (Matthew 4:23],

Jesus" ministry began in Cealiles, #af in  Jerusalem
Malthew’s accoun! shows that the so-called “Sermon on the
Mount” (actually o teaching to His disciplesy followed (chap-
ters 5§ through 7).

Beginning in chapier 3; “When he was come down from the
mouniain, great muoltitudes Tfollowed him. And, behold, there
came a beper and worshipped hime saying, Lord, i thou wilt,
thou canst make me clean™ (verses [-2).

Here ogain comes the answer to the frequently expressed
doubi, “Well, | know God could heal me, if it"s His will—but
how can we know His will? " Here is the answer: “And Jesus put
Forth his hand, and touched him, sayving, [ wiil; be thoo clean.
And immediately his leprosy was <leansed™ (verse ).

Gentiles Mol Excloded

Continuing in verse 5 “And when Jesus was entered into
Capemauwm jwhere He fived {Matthew 4:13), npparently in
His own house], there came unto him a centurion [Gentile
capiain over 100 Reman soldiers], besceching him, und saying,
Lord, my servant licth at home sick of the palsy, gricvously
Lormanled.

“And Jesus saith unto him, | will come and heal him. The
centurion answered and said, Lord, | am not worthy that thou
shouldest come under my roof; but speak the word only, and my
servant shall be healed. For | am a man under authority,
hoving soldiers under me: and [ say 0 this man, Go, and he
poeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my
servent, Do this. and he doeth i,

“SWhen Jesus heand i, be marvelled, and said to them that
lollowed, Verily 1 say unto you, | have not found so great faith,
iy, ok in Israel, .. o And Jesus s unto the centurion, Go thy
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wiry: and a5 thou hast believed, w0 be if done upto thee. And his
wervant was healed in the selfzame hour' { Matthew 8:5-13).

Haow God Henlks

Mext we meed to unneRsTasp fow Giod heals. And we need
o see, further, how Both the pespel and healing tie together,
Both operate on the same principle—one besng sparitual, 1he
ather plivsical.

Ciod 15 1the CheaTom. But alse He is the Great Diesigner,
Educntor gnd Lawgiver. Whatever God docs He does with
purpose and with order, according to the prineiples of His faw.
There can be vo law withoul o pesadiy [oe its transgresion.

And Good pever compromises with His laws or their
pemtlties. Onee 3 law s transgressed o penalty s incareed,
Chvce o penalty s incurned i sedr be padd. Giod never suspends
the penalty.

The biblical definithon of s1% is the trandgression of Law (1
John 3:4). In the spiritual sense, in connection with the poapel,
the basic law of the Kingdom of Giod is the spiritual law
(Romnans 7:14) setin inexorable, relentless motion—the [aw of
cove, the “tove” way of lile—the principle of the Ten
Commandments, The penaliy for Lransgression is DEATH
(Romans 6223 —eternal death, the abtehee of ehernal life,

Al have sinned, And sin seis wp an impassable bBarrier
betwesn the sinner and God. The pendiy—death—must be paid!
Ciod will net compromise a thousandeh ofan inch on that!

Then how dis we get FREE fram thiel penaliv? How may we
avobd puyving it? By the Taet that Chefcr paid it for us. Christ
mever committed sin. He never beowght that penaliy on Him-
schf. But, being the actunl Maker of all mankind (Ephesians
38 Colossians 1:13-16), His life was greater than the sam
total of Al of her human lives. And when He died on the cross,
He toak our penalty on Himselt. He paid the death penalty for
all mankind—condilioned on our repentance and Fzith, He
piaid the penally For UK, (8 our Sedd,

We may be healed by the same principle.

Gind miade man of the dust of the ground {Genesis 2:7), We
are compeded of matter. He designed our bodies so that they
Function according 1o definite physical laws.

In the haman body are a namber of systems—for example,
the digestive sysiem, the respirntory system, the cireulatory
aysiem, the reproductive system, efc. Each functions separnie-
Iy, yet ol work in perfect hirmony with each ather. They func-
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tion according to definite physical Laws, Those laws, when
transgressed, exael @ PENALTY,

When a person i sick or has contracted 2 diseasze, be ks simply
paying the PENaLTY of transgressed phvsical lawin his body,

Choe mey nod fimeself have broken a physical law, It conld
have been an accident, L cowld have been from o contagions
disease contracted without his knowledpe. Tn the cise of Job
{Job 2:6-7), Batan wag the cause of Job's milmems for g special
purpose, by Crsd's permission. Nevertheless, sickness and diz-
case are the pemaliy being paid Tor broken physical Low.

Ciod, the great Lawgiver, demands that she prenadty mpust be
paid] Crod npever compromises that principle! Mo weavisg
withaait ithe penalty having been Pain!

Jesus Paid the Penalts

o now let's continue in the eighth chapter of Manhew;
"When the even was come [sunsel, ending thai Sabbath day],
they brooght unto him many thal were possessed with devils
[demans]: and be cast out the spirits with his word, and healed
il thet were sick: that it might be Tulfilled which wis spoken
by Esaias [lsaiah] ihe prophet, saving, Binesedl ook our fafie-
midies, and bare our seknesies” [Matithew 2:06-171:

Jesus paid the penalty in our siesd.

Like the forgivencss of spiritual sin, God has paid the pen-
alty fior s by sending His Son lesas tosuffer the penalty inooor
stgad. The penalty Tor physical transgression s physical pun-
ishment—sickness or disease, physical impairment, pain and
suffering or physical death.

Healing does nod mean that God susperds the penaliy so0
that oo penaliy is paid, Insicad, Jesus bas alrsedy paid 1 For s,
Therelfore God may fegally remove the penalty Trom the ha-
man sufTerer, But il s nonetbeless a migacLg!

Thescripture above quaoted savs Jesus Himself took our infir-
mities gnd bare our sicknesses—but vOT O THE CROSS. They
scourped Jesus, beat Him, bresiking open the flesh of His bady,
before tuking Him oo Giolgo i wo be nailed to the cross;

The Scourging
Mutthew 27:24-26: “When Pilate saw thal be could prevail
mivthing, bt thit rather a wimull was made, e fook witer, and
washed his hands before ihe multitude, | . . Then released Bie
Burabbas unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus, he deliv-
cred Fom to be crucified.”
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Mark 15:15: “And so Pilage, willing to content the people,
released Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he had
scourged him, o be érucified.”

John 19:1: *Then Pilate therefore ook Jesus and sconrged
him,” This was pnor to turning Jesus over o be crucified,
which is not recorded until verse 16 of the same chapter: “Then
delivered he [Pilate] him [Jesus] therefore unio them to be
crwcified "

I think it vitally important that we realize, ot this point, two
things:

1) What a TREMENDOUS price God Himsell. through Christ.
paid inorder that Hemight perform for s this MIEACLE OF HEAL-
P This shows God s will. Heissa et e, indeed sogncions, to
relieve us from the pain, suffering or afliction that He gave His
only begotten Son—the One who is our very Muker—io be beat-
en, o suffer in our stead. so that, without violating any principle
of His Law, wemay be healed,

*The Eternal is merciful and gracious, . . . For os the hesy-
en is high abawve the earth, so preat is his mercy toward them
that fear Rim. . .. Like ns a father pitieth hig children, so the
Eternal piticth them that fear him™ (Psalm 103:8-13)

We newd 0 reatize God's Love and compassion. Healing
must not be taken for granted or treated cheaply. Twixk of
Hirm whi is the Maker of all munkind- One 50 GREST—sub-
mitting Himsell (o be beaien as no man ever was 5o that He
might perform this sigac & for us!

&) How iMPORTANT iCis 1o Giod SEVER (0 compromise His
law. We might reason that it would be eaxier for (fod, in cach
case of healing, 1o simply prevent the penalty [rom taking ef-
fect. Bul that would Yiovate sis caw? That is what Satan is
trying o do—make God's laws inoperable: abolish the penalty:
deal with the EFFLCT, ||;nurjng the CALSE

Medicnl “science” operates primarily on thut method-
ing, with medicines, to prevent God's law from -:mi:hm: its
penaliy

That theory says. in-effect. we can transgress CGod's law and
then prevent God's lew From exacting its penalty. The theory is:
The sufferer has in his body one poison, se we add another
poison in the form-of medicine. And ome poison plus one more
poison equals s poizon!

Giod has gone to great lengths a) to bestow upon us His love
and mercy, and b) to be consistent with His law. God's arith-
metic is; One poison miruy that one poion equals x0 paisen.
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Maw notice just how severcly Jesus was beaten.

In Isatah 32 and 53 00 was oretold, Speaking of Christ n
Tsaigh 52 “As many were asfonied ot thee; his visuge was so
arred more than any man, and s form more thin the sons of
mien: So sholl he sprnkle fmorging “startle”™] many natsons: the
kings shall shut their mouths at him; for that which had no
been told them shall they sees and that which they had not
heard shall they conzider™ (verses 14-15).

In the Revised Standard Version this passape reads: “As
many were gsionished a1 him—his appearance was so marred,
bevond human semblonce, and his form bevond that of the sons
af men—si shall he starthe many nations; kings shall shut their
mioul s because of him Toe that which bhas not been tald them
they shall see, und that which they have not heard they shall
understand " Motice the tenses. Many were (when He was
beaten with stripes) asionished —His body beaten and marred
mare tham iny man. So dhalf (al His coming in supreme row-
Er and GLORY) many nations be siariled ot Him,

Then, in fsaish 53 (REV): "He was despised and rejected
by men; a man of sarrows, and aegumnted with griel . | . Sure-
Iy he has borne owr g2ricls and carried our sorcows;, Yel we s-
teemed him stricken, smitten by God, and officted.

“But he was wounded for owr irensgressions; he was
bruized for our inigquities [transgressions of the law]: upon him
wis 1he chastisement that made us whole, and with his stripes
we wre hexled, All we like sheep have gone astray [How ] we
hiwve turned every one 1o his own way; and the Eternal has Tuid
aan him the imiquiy of us all™ {verses 3-6).

This i affiemed in the Mew Testament; “Who did no
sif. , . . by whose siripes ye were healed™ (] Peter-2:32, 24),

At the Passover Service

There is 4 wery cleur tenching in regard 1o Christ having
puid the physicul penaliy, as well as the spirttual penalty of
death, in connection with Passover service imstruction,

It ds i the apesike Paul’s instruction 10 the Corinthians:
“For | have received of the Lond that which alo | delpvered
it you, Thut the Lord Jesus the seme night in which he was
betraved took bresd: And when he had given thanks, he brake
i1, and waid, Take, est: this 35 [represents] my body, which s
broken Tor vou: this dodn remembrance of me [0 memarial]

“Afer the same manner also he ook the cup, when be had
supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this
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do ve, @5 oft-as ye drnk ik, in remembrance of me. For as often
as ye zat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s
death till he come [the snnual memorial of His death, on the
actual anniversary of His crocifision].

“Wheretore,” the mnstruction comtinues, “whisaever shall
ent this bread, nnd drink thig cup of the Lord, unworthily [thai
15, in un unworthy manser], shall be puilty of the body and
blood of the Lord. Bur ket a man examing himself, and so let
him euf ol that bread, and drink of that cup, For he that eateth
and drnketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation 1e
himsell, nol discerning the Lord's body. For this cause many
ire weak and dickly among vou, snd many sleep [1hat s, ore
dead]” (1 Corinthians |1:23-30),

The Revised Standard Yersion translates that last sentence:
“That 2 why many of you wre weak and ill, and some have
died™—not realizing Jesus Himself pard the penalty for physi-
cal iransgressions of the ws al the human bady, by albowing
His bty 1o be broken open by many stripes, and not relving on
the living Christ for their HLaLG!

Is 1t Flrs wini. ta heal us? This passage, especlly s ém-
phisized in the RSV, says we shall be judged if we NEGLECT
{see Hebrews 2:3) so great o price pad so that we might be
kepl WELL!

Forgiveness of Physical Sin

Bow back 1o Matthew s aceoun! of Jesss’ mumiztey. We had
last covered the cighth chapier and | 7ih verse, We come now 1o
the ninth chapter.

Jesus came apain to His own eaty, where He then resided -
Capereaum. “And, behold, they brought 10 him a man sick of
the palsy. lying-on o bed, .. ."

Motice Mark's anccount of the same incident: ™ And again he
entored oo Copernaam, alter some days; and it was noised
that he was in the howse™ (Mark 2:1).

I pause bere for o shght digression. Today many represent
Jesys a8 o vognbond-—-u hippie with long hair and no ploce 1o
five, hpving tosleep ouidass. In | Corinthians 11:14, 9t is pliin-
by stated 10 s o shane for @ anan fo have lorg hair, Josus was no
b ppie.

Pp.l‘l.ﬂlj the evidence is clear that Jesus had g kome, In Mat-
thew 4 we have seen that Jesus, leaving Muzareth, come and
dwelt in Caperngume. Thut assuredly implics 4 “dwelling
place.” He dwelt in o house. In Matthew %1, Capernnum is
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cialled “his own ¢ity,” n term certainly implying His place of
resiaence.

In Muark 2.1, quoted above, Jesus returned 1o Capernaum,
His owr city, where He dwelr, and 1 was nodsed around that
He was "in the house,” certainly implyving His ovn house. IT
He had entered the house of any other person, it would have
named the person into whose house He came.

Mow tocontinee, this timein Luke's sccount of this same inci-
dent. because Luke gives more details: “And |, . . s he was tcach-
ing. . . . menbrooghting bed a man which wias lnken witha palsy:
and they sought meansiobring him in, and 1o by him before him
| desus]. And when they could not find by what way they might
bring him in becouse of the multitude, they went upon the house-
top, and let him down through the tiling with his couch into the
midset before Jesus. And when he saw their Taith, be sard unto him,
Mfan, thy sinsare forgiven thee.

“And the scribes nnd the Pharisces began to réason, saying,
Whao s this which speaketh blasphemics? Who can forgive sins,
but God alone?

“But when Resus perceived their thoughts, he answering soud
unto them, Wht renson vein vour hearts? Whether is easier, 1o
sy, Thy sins be forgiven Thee; or o say, Rise up and walk? But
that ve may know thot the Son of man hath power upen canth 1o
forgive sins, {he said unto the sick of the palsy, } 'say unto thee,
Arise, and take up thy couch, and gointothine house.

“And immediately he rose up before them, and took up that
whercon he kv, und deparied to his own house, glorifving God.
And they were all amazed, and they glorified God, and were
filled with fear, saving, We hove seen strange things to day™
{Luke 520 7-26),

This incident, reported in all three books of Matthew, Mark
and Luke, confirms, in the words of Jesus Christ Himself, that
prsical healtng s tndeed “the forgiveness of sin""Sin s de-
fined (I John 3:4) as “the transgression of Law,” as correctly
translited. Physical sin is the transgression of physical faw
operating in the human body. To pay this penitlty in our stead,
Jesus was scourped, chastised, beaten with siripes.

On the other hand, spiritwal sin, which imposes the penalty
of the second deaih-—cternal death-—is the transgression of the
spirityal Jow (Romans 7:13-14), the law summed up by the
Ten Commundments. Jesus paid the penaliy for both, Doclors,
medicines. and drugs can no more forgive physical sins than
spiritual sins. They canncer heal!
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WHAT'IS
FAITH?

ou con be healed! Jésus said so! But also He sand,
Y “Aecording o vour Faith be i unio you™ {Matihes
o 25,

Firsl. sre you sure you know what faith (07 Yery Tew know.
Yer withowt Faith i1 is impossible (o plese: God - { Hebrews
11:60: % .., For ke that cometh to God must dedieve that he is,
gnd that he is o rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”

Looking down into our bitter half of the twenbeth century,
Jesus smad, ® ... When the Son of mon cometh, shall he find
fabth on the earth?” { Luke TH:E) Yel vow mwst fave fairh for
alfvarion!

How, then, Ay vou b 1t You can’t wark it up. Yot if
you can't have the faith 1o be healed, how can you have the
faith 1o be soved? God saed, “For by grace are ve sived
thraugh faih . .7 (Ephesians 2:8).

Jesus Toresaw the near total absence of falth in our time,
Few today, know what faith &5 or why they do not have ot

Certuinly the world has almost lost sight of real FarTh. Mo
wander s few have nny—no wonder a0 many say, "My fuith
Bt very sirong.” or 1 jusi can’t seem (o work upthe faith.”
People 1oday do not know what faith és or why they do not
posseas it Yet without PaITH nene can ever be saved!

Jesus Had Faith
When Jesus wialked the carth in bumin flesh, He possessed

faith!
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Yet Hesaid plainly, 1 can of mine own sell po xormmse”
{ Jolin 5:36)),

Few realize thar whar  He did—the miracles He
performed—He did nol do by any sopermatural power of
His own, Evervthing He did, every miracle He performed,
was done literally through FarmH, setiing ws & beaunbiful
example.

Butl how, then, did He perform His mirackes, accomphsh
His mighiy works?

*oe. The Fatner that dwelleth in me,” explained Jesus.
“he doeth the works™ (John 14:10],

Yes, even a3 vou and | may be, Jesus was filled with God's
Haoly Sparil—God s dvaamic supernaiurl MOWER! Thes power
of God Almighty, the Creator, was literally in Jesus; and the
samee fdentical power of the samee identival fiving God may be
widkin o Today!

All the apasilés and evangelists of the first century true
Church of God a@id perform mirncles, and even greater miri-
ches: thun Jesus had pecformed, until even Peter's shadow
passing over the sick and aflicted caused them to be healed!

Peter, Stephen, Philip, Pasl—common, humble, erdinary
men themselves—all had that power, the samit identicsl power
Jesus hid, hecawse they lived and walked cLose 1o Gop and
were filled with the Holy Spirirt

And we seem 1o Lack that power today, NoT becanse God
denics us thal power, bul becapie we are s close fo g modern,
miarerialistic world—aur munds are so filled wath the material
interesis of phie life; our minds and sur heurts are so far from
G, woz e 40 onl of towch with Him through lack of enough
finve spent in the study of His Word and fack of enough of the
right kind of surrendered, submissive, carnest and heartrend-
ng PRAYER—and, consequently, we are nor filfed with the
Holy Spirit which affords us the pwer of Caowed!

S0 mivw let's ask twor g siions;

First, what is faith?

And, second, how muy we have i, and how may it be
dncreaied?

What Faith Is

Mow notice, Taith s e sabsiance—ihe marginal rendenng
says AsSURANCE—ol things heped for (Hebrews 11:1). So
FAITH comes before poisession,

Once vou have received the pocsession, you no longer hope
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for it. But even before you receive it, you have it in SUBSTANCE:
and thut AsSURANMCE Lthal you shall possess it is faith.

Then again, faith is an evipERCE—the “evidence of things
nit seen.” Faith precedes the actunl receiving of what you ask
for, And faith s the EVIDENCE voo skl have it Before you even
sEr it It s the evipescn of things st ver sees. You do not
kave i1, You do not see it or feel 11— yet Taith s your EVIDENCE
that sou -have, or shall have, it Faith i the assurance of
recerving that which you siill pors for,

Proof of Healing

Sl:l | want il Loy dabioe Il'lil.l when Wil Bu‘r.lr o lhing, oF
ask God lor things: there & an BVIDENCE—a pwoay. because
where God 18 involved, His evidence (5 proof—that you shall
receive what you have asked, And what is that proof, that
evidence'? 15 16 the actual recedving of (he answer, 5o you sge or
feel or hear that you have it Nal

Suppose, [or metance, vou were ill—nken with & disease
Biaw Jesus healed the sick continually, And He sadd the works
thit He did-—and this was one of them—we should do alse
Mow, suppose you ask Giod to fenl you. Meturally, you wan
some. evidemce that you are going o be healed,

50 what is that evidénce, that preod? ls it the evidence al
the puin cedsing-—or the swelling going down—something vou
cian feel and see? | Know g oman who said, “When 1 din see
amvone healed by direct prayer, then IVl believe in it.” This
mian snid be wanred 1o BELIEYE 0 it—he wasted 10 have FArTH
i it! He wie looking Tor on Evinesct that e could s, and he
dibed without ever sesing it

Becuuse what we sEE—whil we repr—is pnod the true
EVIDENCE, Having the thing—seRNG i—is not {aith. Faith
precedes possession because Farmi B confidence, ASSURANCE,
Wik adial! fHakaEEs 1

The huematt mind, naturally, can Feceive ExOWLEDGE only
through five senses. These nre five sple channels capable of
rgnamitbing knowledge, by matural processes, to the human
bruin: the senses of seeing, henring, smelling, tasting, feeling,

Faith Is Spiritual

But flid i 0ot Farrr! Faith is a-spieiioe! moatier, and il has
rciflng fodio with the five sensés, which dre physical,

Prayer s a spirfveal matter, God 5 8 serirer! And when we
ask, Tor instance, For kesling, we do hive an evidence—proal
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posinive—that the healing will be done. But that evidence is rot
something seen or felt or heard—it is aor a physical evidence of
FAITH. FarTH is our evidence,

Let's understand plainly where your humasn nature has
clauded the issue and deceived you, God has told you in Exodus
14 that He is your healer—vour God-healer—that is one of His
narres, and God is nomed what He is. God sent His Son imo
the wiorld to be beaten with stripes, to suffer the penalty of your
frankgressions of nature’s lows (which God sel in motion ) in
your stead. His body was broken for you, and by His stripes
you are healed! God puve you His word that it is His will w0
heal vou. He commanded you to call the elders of the Church,
which vou did. He prowiised to heal you. But God has also
made it a part of this contract, o His Word, that “aceording 1o
vour faith be it unto you''—in the very words of Christ!

MNow FalTH b5 your evidence thal God will do what He
promised. You can't see fuith—you can't feed it. What you see
or feel has nothing to do with faith, But the point your human
mature—under the influence of Saton—waniz vou to overlook
i5 that God did mor promise WHES or HOW He woild Real
ot

Lenrning Patience

God's purpose in your life is to transform you Trom what
vou've beoen inte the very fmage of Hiz Son—inlo {he very
character of God Himesell, Part of this character is the learning
of Fanience! And God instructs you in James 1:3 that the
prvieng of your faith works FATIENCE into your character. God
has revealed to vou in this und other scriptures that He will
sometimes defay healing you in order to TRY your faith and 1o
teach you 1o be patiens! Your healing, God has promised, shall
be according to vour faith.

Faith is trusting God 1o do that which He has pov yel
done. After the healing Is completed you no longer need 10
exerclse faith. Faitk is the ingredient you must exercise wnifl
God heals you—until you can see and feel that you are
healed. 175 the same with spiritual salvation. Yoo are not yel
in the Kingdom of God, but those of you in Christ have the
assuRancE—ihe faith—that you shall be. Afier God hus
healed vou then you won't need Farmd in it any longer. But
your fairth must rematn frm oand steadfast and  patient,
regardiess of whai you see or feel, until God actually heals
vou as He has prowised o di,
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Your human nature-—swayed by Satan—wants you 1o
belicve that fairh is something you exercise in about M) sec-
onds, while you are still praving, and then if God has pot
done what He promised as soon as yow cxpect, vou are Lo
fnd God guilty of fpimg. The instant you yield 1o the devil’
influence over your human natwre and render & verdlet thal
Ciod will wew do what He promised just becsuse He bas not
done it per, that moment you make God out & lar—svoi lime
all FarrH in God. You therenpon break yowr parr of the
agreement. which is 10 kave faieh and keep on kavieg faith
and tristing God and relying upon Him usrie He performs
what He promised.

Simple Beliance on God

Faith is simpde reliance upon God's Word, 11 is the evidence
of what you die ol see or feel. Therefore Christ calls upon you
to have patience—10 keep on TRUSTING God weril He heals
you, and then He will heal you!

You must render your verdict bused upon the evidence,

Which, now, is the evidence you believe? That which vou
see and fecl—the physical evidences that often are deceptive
ar your faith that God's Word is true. that His promises are
sure, that it is impossible for God o lie?

If you BELIEVE this latter spirifuad evidence and reject the
physical evidences of sight and of feeling, you pronounce sen-
tence that His Word hay been vinpicaten by yowpr verdicr.
You shall be RELEASED from the disense and whal He promised
shail be carried out,

But, if you decide that the physical evidences of sight or
feeling are 1o bie trusted over and above the Word of ALMiGHTY
God. and you reject His Word and His pramise and refuse 1o
believe in it—refuse, in other words, 10 accept and trast in the
evidence of rarri wnril God compleles it then you vourself
must render your verdict, “S0OT HEALED,” and vou will ot be
healed!

You sce, God does mot provnise healing or snything else
unless we BELIEVE, “According to your FAITH be it unta you,”
said Jesus. And remember the Faitn must precede and, there-
fore, is a eondition 10 the possession

Une man expressed it very well: “Faith s the asswrance
that the things which God said in His Word are rese and that
God will act according 1o what He has said i His Word. This
assurance, this reffance on God's Word, this confidence, is
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Farti!” And it isa true Bible definition. This Waork of God has
been built by putting il into actual practice
Learning rod's Will

Giod savs, ™ . ., Be ve nob unwise, bul UNDERSTANDING what
the will of the Lord 127 {Ephesians 5:17 ). Remember. whatever
your meed, the first thing o do 1o be sure of receiving an amswer o
YOUF praver is o search the Scriptires to legrawhetheritis God's
witl { Ephesians 517 11 Timothy 3:14-171).

The Bible reveals God’s will, We need never say, “Well, |
krasw Gioel cessafid! hieak me 1F i 15 His wn,™ You can know His
will. &nd so far as healing is concerned, | can tell you definitely
that His Word sovs plainly ond emphotically that i is Fis will.
The Bible Is full of peoemisgs—INiterally rone of them. 15 you
meed nnvihing, study to see whether God promized 11, and if He
has, HE CaN'T BRLAK A& PROMISE!

ﬂilm w Promise

I remember one time @ number of years ago when my two
sons came to me and asked me o do something for them—I
don’t now remember what, They were then sround 7 and %
vears old, | do remember | didn’t want 1o do at.

“But, Daddy, vou prossen,” they said, “and vou've GoT
T KEEF YOUR PROMISE.™

And then | remembered | had promised, Well, whist do vou
think? Do you think | could break a pranise when my two sons
came tome and put it like thar? Mo, and if vou’ll fuse as baldly
fell Crod fe Ko prowised and then CLaim thal promise as
applicd 1o porr case and TRUST God 1o keep it and quil worry-
fng abool it—guit trying 1o work up fdith—just RELAX and fer
Crodd tuke over from there—leave it with Him—Ilet Him do it—
He'll do g, every tme?

I know whereol | speak, because 've put what 'm sow tell-
ing wou 1o the test nod onee, but literally hendreds and thou-
sands of times, and God has aever Jarled 1o keep His promise
ance. I've seen the answers come so often and so fregoently that
I expect the answer when | ask!

Ciod promised 1o supply every need—ihat iF we'll zeek frest
the Kingdorm of God and Hiz micnTreousyess, which is right
doirg, He will provide every maferial need | Matthew $:33F.

Work a Living Example

Why. this very Work we conduct i3 a direct answer 1o
prayer. This Wark of the Worldwide Church of God—The



36 The Pian Trudh Ahcdl Heaaling

Warld Tomorrow broadcast, The Plain Truth magozsne and
AnBpassanor CoLLEGT, which now has grown to natzoml and
international seope gnd inAuence—started a5 small as any
work could stari—Uiterally from sNoTHIRG,

It has been from the start 100 percent a work of PAITH, ond
we had to really fearn this lesson of faith befors it had even
started,

Why People Lack Foiih

And now, very boefly, wiy don't we have FaiTi, fow may
we get it ond how may it be fcreased? So many say, “Well. |
have ne impresston—1 have no feeling, fio comvicifon—that |
shall get the answer.™

They want 10 wail antil they get & certain CONVICTION, o
certain FEELING, o sort of asSURANCE they can FEEL, before
they really belicve they shall hove the answer.

But THAT is nov faitk]

That i FEELING!

Your feeling, your convictions, vour impressions, have ab-
solutely not owe thing or the offer 10 do with Faimin

Farrs sias ox0y 10 oo win Goo's worh! The oo ques
bion is, Mas God promised it in the Bible? 1T He has, then prob-
abalities, pessibilities, feelings, copviclions. impressions, bave
mcr i whatsoever to do with i, God has o thonsond wiys we
kniw nathing of, of answermg and providing whatever He has
promised. We don't need to see How He is going o de it o
even WHIN!

And that's aaerher thing: He almast sever will doot the way
weexpect. Sodan't Loy to Aguee oul dow it is possible For God 1odo
it, You are irusting SUPERNATURAL POWER] Giod works in mys-
terious winys His wonders to perform, What He promised He will
petform; but He will do it Hisway and in Hisvime Leaveall that
Lo Hi and just sy His, Rely upon His Word.

God's Gifi

And let us remember FaiTH s the cirr or Gon

S many think that evervthing else that comes from God is
His gift, bt the FAITH BEQUIRID A recerve these things is some-
thing we surselves must somehow work upor strain snd sirve for,
But we have fo just relax and Teust God, even For the Farmi by
which we receive evervihing clse! (Ephesians 2:5.)

In Revelation 14:12 15 a description of the trwe Church of
rHiEs DAY, Those in this Church hove the Faitii of Jisis, Mo-
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tice, the FAITH F JEsUs! It i nod just epe faith in His, but s
laith=—the very luith with which He performed His miraches—
placed fmopr and acoring in us,

Henwecan vou gel 117 Diraw closer o o, Get b kriow frod.
Surrender all Fhe wane to Him and do His will. And then pray.
You gel jo Koo Him in PRAYER, We are too close tothe sate-
rigl things. Through FRAYER, mruch more prayer, you an come
closer 1o God and the spiefual things. And what a fappe,
Joenes gxperience 1 s, once you have really done it!

Faith Reguired for Sabvation

Mo subjéct pertaiming (o Christion salvation 4 mose gener-
ally misundersiood than thar of sewnpr FamH,

Jst "nEvievE en the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shilt be
stved” 15 the popular teaching teday, And that statement is
abaodutely true—if you understand whai kind of BELIEVING i3
fequired.

Ui nforiunately millions are being deceived —led o lrusi ina
faith thaer will never save one singhe soul—by a very popalar
and very Dlse Leaching,

It is costomary o gquote only a paxt of the scriplures on
this subject—reading a false meaning inwe them—and thus by
subtle haif-truths, popular teachings, shackle most of Chris-
tendom to spirituz] blindness and deceptions

D These Seripiures Contradict?

Ciod does not wszially reveal aff the ruth respecting a parti-
culir subject in kny one passage alone. “Whom shall he teach
knowledge? and whom shall be make to onderstand doc-
trine? | _ | precept minst be upon precepl, procepl upod precept;
line gpon line, line upon Hne; here a little, and there a fitgle”
(laaiah 28:9-100, To understand any general subject in the Bi-
ble, it is mecessary to view aff the seripturs] evidence touching
that particular subject. And we cannot read our inherited or
desired meaning into any particular passage, for "o prophecy
ol the scripture is of any private interpretation” {11 Peter 1:20),
but euch passuge s interpreted by, and in light of, orker
fexiy.

For example, it & quite popular 0 guote BRomans 3:20
*Therelore by the deeds of the law there shall no Nesh-be justi-
fied in his-sight . , " end from thes pussage alone pssume that
salvation comes by faith, in disobedionce to God's Jaw! Those
who thus interpret this passage never fell voo that in Romans
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213 the same apostle Paul was inspired to write; ™, Mol the
hesrers of the lnw are just before God, but the DOERS of the
dfew shall Be justified.™

Is there a contradiction here? IT the one seripture is in-
tended to reveal that we do not have 1o make an effort o obey
God"s low 1o be justified and then saved —but thal we are toved
by fuith withour abedience to God's faw —then, indeed, God
contradicts Himsell in His Word® And if vou wish 1o moke
Romans 3:20 say that. you muost consistently acknowledpe
there is contradiction in the Scriptures, and if this be true, you
hiave no basis For your [aith!

Mo Contradictions Here

Again, Ephesians 2:8-9: “For by grace are ve saved through
faith;and that notof yourselves: itis the giftof God: Mot afworks,
lestany manshould boase.” But those who guote this text so freely
it teach the doctrime of no works aever tell vou that the same
inspired Scripture says aleo: “For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto pood works, which God hath before
urdained that we should walk in them™ (verse 10,

“What doth it profit, my bretheen, though o man say be
hath laith, gmd have mof works® cun Faith save bim? . . . Even
%0 FAITH, i it harh not works, 15 DEAD, being alone. . . | will
shew thee miy faith By my works, Thoa RELIEVEST that there i
one Guod; thou doest well: the devily alfvo beliove, and tremkle,
But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith withour works 15
DEART (James 214-H.)

There = no confradiction here!

Rather, by putting all the scriptures on the subject of v
ing Faath iogether, we learm thal there are Two KNS of Taith,
And the kind so blindly trusted in by the majority of this day is
nothing but o DEsD faib—and o oean faith sever will sqve one
soull Notice! James 2:20: " Faith withoid works s
DEADT —Just  DEAD foith,

James continues: “Was pot Abralinm our Tather JUSTIFIED
by works, when he had offered Isaac his son wpon the altar?
Seest thou how Farre wrought with his works, ond By works
Was FAITH MADE PERFECT? .., Ye e then how that wy
WORKS & MAN i85 JUSTIFED, and not by fasth only™ (James 2:21-
241, Then are we saved by works fasread of Taith? Wo, xEVER'
We are saved by parru! But faith functions sl ader works and
BY WORKS our Faimi 15 vane PERFECT! That s LIvViNG
FAITH!
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Why Salvation 15 Needed

Why do we even weed salvption? Becouse we have sixspn,
and the penaliy of sin is peand

But fos have we sinned”? What 15 sin, anvhow? Sin is the
tramsgression of Law—that 15 God's answer (1 Jobn 3:4)

“Yes,” answers the victim of modern fubles; “bul we are
not under the low today, but uNper Grace!™ Why certainly!
"W hat then?" asks the inspired Paul. "Shall we six [transgress
the law| becsuse we are not under the low, but under prage™™
And Paul's answer 15, “Gon rorpin” {(Romans 6:15) And
again, .., Shall we continue in $ix [iransgressing the law],
that grace may absund? Goo Formp. How shall we, that arg
dead o sin, bive any longer therein?”™ {Romuans 6:1-2.)

The law has o penaity—pEaTi. It cluims the life of the ane
who transgresses it The low has power to take the life of the
transgressar. 1t therefore is more powerful than the sinner—
and is OveR the sinner, holding & claim on his life. I s the
sinneEr who is UspeR the law. But when the sinner REPENTS of
his transgression and aocepts the sacribice of Christ as payment
Tor the peaaliy of the law, then he is PARDONED—UNDER
GRACE—Ihe Inw no longer stands over -him, claiming his lile,
Those who are still sinning are still Usoeg the law! And those
who, through repentance, obedience and Fasti, have turned
(rom didobedience and are, through fasth, KERPG the lnw are
the owly ones who are UNDER GRaCE!

{rl’s Spiritmal Mirror

Letusunderstand i1 ™ . . By thedeeds of the law there shall
no flesh be justified in hissight. , .. " Mo, certainly not! That
seripiure i 100 percent true, wnd there 15 no contradiclion® Y ou
canngt be justified By the deeds of the law—not st all!

WhyT The lasi hall of this same verse pives the answer,
Why do most preachers never guoete 17 %, .. For by the law i3
the krowienGE of sin™ (Fomans 3:200, Tiats wiy!

The purpase of the law is not 1o forgive, 1o justily, to wash
away, tocleamse. Only THE sLooD OF CHRisT can do that! The
purpose of the law is to tell ws what sin is—to define i, (o
REVEAL [t—s0 we can quit it. Sin s the transgression of the
law—ihat's whai sin g

All women ought to understand this. In every woman's
handbag is 4 little mirror, She knows what it 15 for. Every little
while she takes out this mirror and steals a glance at her face,
Sometimes it reveals a speck of dirt. And we mighe truthfully
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say, "By the usc of these mirrors are no dirty faces wished
cktan.” You women understand what we mean! But do you
thriow your mirrors away because by them vour Dices are no
washed ™ OFf course nol—what & silly question |1 seems when
apphied (o0 MATERIAL casel And it we ask you wiy vour fices
are not wirshed clean by your mirrors, vou answer: “Because by
the mirror comes the KNOWLEDGE OF THE DIRT,

Ciod's law is His spiritual mirror. We look into it and see
the dirt on oar kearts! Bul by looking ai the law or keeping it fa
dirt &5 wasHED Trom our hearts—onty Christ’s groon can do
that. By the low comes the KxO0wLEmss OF 1%

Listen o James axplain it! “ But be ye poers of the word, and
nat hearers only, deceiving your own selves. Forif any bea hearer
of the word, anid nol o doer, he s like unto & man beholding his
matural fuce ina glass: For he beholdeth himsell, and goeth his
way, amdalraightwoy forgetteth whist manner of man e was, Bul
whoso leoketh mio the perfect Law ol liberty, amd comtiauerhk
therein, he being not o forgetful hearer, but a poen of the work,
thisman shall be bhessed in his deed™ { James |1 12-25),

Faith Extablishes aw

*But,” nrgues the no-law deociver. “no man ¢an keep the
commandments, 1t 15 nol humanly possible. Since parTn s
come: we keep no law—laith has mode it vom,”

Thus even ™ . . . Satan himscl i transformed inio an angel
of LG, Therefore if is no great thing iF (s sisisTERS also be
transformed as the ministers of righteousness. . .. For such are
false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into
the apostles of Christ™ (11 Corinthians | 1:14-15; 13},

"Dioowe then make voud the law through Gith?"" comes the
question in inspired Seripture—and the answer: “God ornn:
yeln, We ESTARLISH THD Law"' {Romans 3:31).

Yeu, faith sefabiishes the low! By keeping it is Taith made
PERFECT!

Yet, can we kegp the commandments? 1s it possible? Sa-
tan’s mo-law deceivers say S0l What is the roaes TRuTH?

A man came to Jesusand asked how 1o be saved, The Sav-
jor Himdell replied, ™. . . Il thouw wilt enter into life, KEEF THE
COMMANDMENTS” ( Matthew 19:17). “When his disciples hewrd
it, they were excesfingly nmared, saying. Who then can be
saved? Bul Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men
this is impossible; but with God all things are possible” (verses
25-26).
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There = Chrsts awn answer! With men it s impossible—
piterly impossible w really Keee His commandments. Bui—
hiere's the blessed truth—wimH Gom it is possible even 10 keep
Hiz ceanmandments. Do yvou begin to see? 1T TAKES PAITH—
fxith in the power of God! And, just a5 your own diligent effort
coupled with Faith makes faith perfect. so faith coupled with
vour effort makes PERFFCT ofEmEscE! The two g hand in
hand., And you cannot have the one without the other

A pivane eaiti, the only kind that will savE, i an gerive
Faith—one thii trusts God Lo make it poessibie o OREY Him, 10
live the true Christinn fife, 1o keee His blessed commind-
mients!

Think! Could s just God command men to do what is im-
PosstELE 1o do” Or can we conceive of Jesus oo smart-aleck
voung man who knew more than His Fother and whe did awasy
with His Father's cosmaspaents? How absurd! Yeu this is
the populsr conceplion todoy,

The Law Is Etermal

Cood's Law i mot a horrible monsger! Just and cighy lows are
& terror only Lo the criminel—ihey are made to FROTECT (he
poad! God's Law is PerrecT | Psalm 1970 10 s seiimual kv
(Romzns 7:14), moLy and just and good [(Romens 712} Al
Hiz commandments dre sURE and stand [ust FOREVER aAND
Ever [Psalm 11 1:7-8) Dont you believe it when men el you
differently!

Giod's luw s, simply, cove! Itois the perfect way of Tife.
Every particle of human suffering, unhappiness, misery amd
death has come solely from s tronsgression. 1L wis given 1o
moke man HAPPY and is the ondy philesophy of e that can do
s0. 1-cnme from o God of LovE ad LovE i the finffifing of
Hhe faw | Romans 12:10),

But not your own nateral love! 1 requires * . | the love of
God | . . shed nbroad in our hearis 5y Toe Hoy [Seoaom] . .07
{Romans5:5). Crod has amd will give you the bve that will fulnill
His law, And s it iy possible through Farrmand theorer of God's
Haoly Spirit for mun (o keep His commandments! And whaever
clnims differently God calls o plamiak { Lok 2:4).

Faith Mecessary for Ohedience

The true commandment-keeper s Torced 1o trust God 1o
make obedicnee possible. And thus Taith does not veid, ba
ertablishes, the low! And to keep the law requires rarca!
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A thrilling example of this.cternal truth is recorded in the
bouk of Dantel Nebuchadnezzar, king of Bubylon, erected a
great golden image.

“Then an herald ¢ried aloud, To vou it is commanded. O
people, nations, and lungunges, that al what time ye hear the
sound of the [band] . .. ve Mall down and worship the golden
image ... " (Daniel 3:4:-5). “And whoso falleth not down and
worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a
burning fiery furnace’ (verse &).

Sei over the afTairs of the province of Babyion were Dan-
el three young Jewish frends, Shidrach, Meshach and
Abed-nego. One of the commandments of God's eternal spiri-
tual low forbids such worshap of imapges.

Had you been in their place, whal would you have done!
Would you not have said: “Well, | bave 10 bow down to this
image. | have 10 do il or be Killed!™ And perhaps you would
have excused yoursell by reasoning thus: I den’t think G
would be fair il He punished me for this, when He kngws | am
PORCED to do . Anvwiy, He tells us to be subject to the power
of state!™ Yes, 11 15 easy b use regson 1o excuse disobedience 1o
God, Bul God s nol looking for chances to punish us—bul
rather for opporiunities I SAVE US THROUGH FATTH—T0 SAVE
LS FROM THE FOLLY oF 51N and the sad consequence our own
acts impise!

Cod's buw is imtended fo protecs us from suffering. What-
ever we sow we shall reap. It is not God who punishes us when
we do wrong; i1 is merely our own scts rebounding like & boom-
erieng!

But these three young Jews knew the truth—that we should
oseY God rather than men; that through Farmi God mukes it
possible. When they firmly REFUSED [0 bow down 1o worship
the king’s image. Nebuchadnerzar in his ruge and Tury com-
manded they be brought before him (verse 13).

Listen to the quict, trusting, unalriid answer of these lads:

* .. O Nebuchadnezzar. . . . our God whom we serve is able o
deliver us from the burmng fiery furnace ...” (verses |6-
173,

A Test of Faith

Sometimes God rries our faith. He tried theirs. You might
think He failed them, but He anly permitied their faith o be
tested.

“Then was Nebuchadnezrar full of Tury, and the form of
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hisvisage waschanged . . - therefore he spake; and commanded
that they should heat the furnace one seven times mare tham it
was wonl 1o be heated .. . Then these men were bound in their
conts, their hasen, and their hats, and their other gorments” —
surely the God whem they trusted would have them released
now'! But no; there was no physical evidente whatever that Grod
0 much as heard!—"and were cast into the midst of the burn-
ing fery furnace™ (verses 19-20)

The furnace was so hot the lames heaped outand ™ . . | slew
those men that ook up Shadrach. Meshach, and Abed-nege.”™
And they letl down = .. | bound into the midst of the burning
fery furnoee™ (verses 23-23).

Crod permitted them actually 1o be thrown in! 'Was He on-
mindiul of these who trusted in Him (o muke possible the keep-
ing of His commandmentsT Mot God!

The king looked into the furnace and said, . . Lo, | see
four men keose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have
no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God™
(verse 250 5o Mebuchadpezzar came near the mouih of the
furnace and called to them. ™, . Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-nege, ve servants of the most high God, come lorth, and
come hither, Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, came
forth of the midst of the fire . . _ . these men, upon whose bodies
the fre hed no power, nor was an hair of their hesd singed,
neither were their coats changed. nor the smell of fire had
passed on them, Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and sand,
Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nepo,
who hath sent hie angel, and DELIVEREDR Rig servantd that
TRUSTED IN HiM . .77 (verses 260-281,

There was an example of living FarrH—a  Faith that
TeusTED God 1o make il possible 1w live the way of His law!
Yes, wity God it s pessible to keep ull His commandments,
Dan’t let any man deceive you 1o the contrary.

Worshiping in Vain
When God's Word says, .. peLieve on the Lerd Jesus
Christ. and thou shalt be saved . . . " {Acts 15:31), it does not
mean the pEAD faith now popolarly taught, The common
teachings of this day distorl this 4o menn a meee beliel in the
Fac T of Christ’s existence, His sacrifice and His saving work,
Just accept these racts and accept Hive—without any obe-

dienee to God's laws! But the demons believe these things—and
they ThEMELE—bul they are pof thereby saved)
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Christ was the Messenger of the new covenant—i Messen-
ger sent from God. You cannot ReLiey e on such o divine Mes-
senger unless you believe and obey the mEssace that He
brought. ** ... IF thow wilt enter into Ciee,” was His teaching.
“KEEF THE COMMaxDMENTS (Marthew 19:17)

“Rorest,"” sid the inspired Peter, and ™. . ye SHALL RE-
cuve the gift of the Holy [Spirit]™ (Acts 2:38), God gives His
Haly Spirit only 10 them that oaey His {Acts 3:320 And His
Haoly Spirit is the vove that God gives os to fulfill and w0 keep
His commandments. And it all comes oy caren!

Christ came 1o save us FRos, nol in, our sins. To FREE us
fram the enslivement of sin and unhappiness wnd wretchedness
it bringe—not o make us free fo commit sm.

Is it possible 10 BELIEVE in Christ—to worship Him in the
customary manner of the day—amd ver be fost? Christ Himself
savs YES! "Moot every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
entér into the kingdom of beaven: but e that poEri the will of
my Father which is in heaven™ (Matthew 7:21)

Hear Him again! *Howbein ix v iy do they worship e,
teaching Tor doctrines the commandments of men, For laying
aside the commandment of God, wve held the tradition of
men ., - Lidark T-8)

There it ! From Jesus’ own lips! Such a dead faith—such
worship—is 18 vain. Those who trust in it, and in the men and
denominations who teach i, awe vost! And the quicker we
come to realize it, the bener.

Goonl's True Purpose

Crost™s pURPosE in sabvation is to rescue men from S and
its resulting unhappiness, misery and death. To REFENT of sin
the first step. Then the suoon of Christ, upon acceplance and
luith, cleanses all past dins. And by FaiTi we are kept [rom sin
ini the futire. Thus the resulting righteousness is of FATH—the
rightecsness fmparted from God.

We are nol justified ny THE LAW—we are justificd by the
bl of Jesus Chrast, But this justification will be given only on
the condition that we repeNT of our transgressions of God's
law, And so il i, after all, only the poers of the law thi shall
be rosTiFED {Romans 2003

How plain-and how beautilal is God's TRUTH!

Ll | ll" ]
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Chapter Five !

e

IS HEALING AIWAYS
GOD’S WILL?

ame, it was explained in chapter one, say Grod raised up the
Sunud:’u—]l professiian for odr lime. Some say they believe Giod

could heal, bul they dont know shether it%s His will, S
et dloes GO0 s P Tonawer, wo turaed to the Brave

Jegus came in persen with o dual ministry, He went nboul
thie citics gnd villages in Judes wnd Cialilee preaching the good
news of the coming Kingdem of God. But also He healed the
sick among the public as He encountered them.

He trained His original apostles, and after His resurrection
they continued in the snme dual ministry. The Church of God
was Tounded on the Pay of Pentecosi, AD. 31,

But soon & fherce, violent and organized persecution set in.
Iinmedigiely after AL 33 the Babylonian mysiery religion
appraoprigied the name Cheistianiiy, proclaimed o Talse Chrast,
aivd by AT 39 the proclaiming of Christ's pospel was SLIP-
PRESSED! Anciheér and counterfeit gospel was being accepi-
ed (Cralatians |:6-7).

Meither the Kiscipom message nor healing of the sick had
any part in whal from then beeame traditional Chrstianity. For
L) years the world has not heard Christ's pospel messape. 1
has been decefved by false pospels nbout a Talse Jesus

Bust both Chrise"strie gospel messgge knd miraculous healing
have todiay becn restored in Cigd's true Chorch. Cnly today heal-
ing is within the Church—not public healing of the sick as
encountered by God s apostles in the first century AD.

In chapter twi, | stated that | could best bring this truth to
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the reader by relating my own personal EXPERIENCE in discov-
ering 1his 1ruth aboutr healing.

It was very shortly alver my conversion, bapiesm, and
receiving God's Holy Spirit. This had eccurred in the spring of
1927, In August of that same year | experienced o most miree-
tileus healing of my wile from foor fatal simultaneous diseases
I then k5EW Cod heals the sick, and thereupon 1 et the living
Chrst texch me Trom His wrirten Worel the Tull scriptural us-
DERSTANIING Of this vital subject, Hundreds have since been
healed from my prayers.

Chapter three covered that biblical revelation of God's
trsth from both Ol and New Testamenis. Chapler four cove
ered FaITH,

What Abowut Medicine?

But mow, what about medicine?

Let’s review briefly the teaching of the apastle Paul in his
instruction regarding the Passover 1o the Church at Connth.

in regard to taking the bread—symbaol of Christs body
beaten with stripes to pay for us the penalty for broken laws
goverming physical health—the mnspired teaching = “For he
that eateth and drinketh onwaorthily [the BRSY trapsiales i1 “in
nn unworthy manner”], eateth and drnketh dommnation (o him-
seif, not discerning the Lord’s body™—ihat is, His bxly was
broken or beaten with stripes, paying the penalty we saffer in
sickness or disease. ““That s why [RSY] many of vou are weak
and ill, and some have died” (1 Cormthians | [:29-30}.

Some in the Church lacked the FarTi (o RELIEVE Christ
paid Tor ws the physical penaliy of sickness, disease—or even
the first dewth.

This is imporiant; UNDERSTAND the meaning of what was
written here! Taking the broken unlesvened bread means we
AoCEPT Christ's beaten and broken body (prior 10 being taken
1o the cruss) that WE MayY BE HEALED, How does His broken
body make our healing possible!

It is 1MPRTANT thisl ¥ou UNDERSTAND Uhe answer 1o (his—
because some hove been falsely teaching thers is no such thing
s physical sin. 1 John 3:4, properly trunshited from the Greek,
5a¥s, “Sin is the transgression of Law.” 11 does not refer 1o—or
say—the spiritunl law of the Ten Commuandments. Yet it is
referring (0 LAWS INSTITUTED By Gop—aol to transgressing
man-made codes,

As made clear m chapter 3, Gob formed the human body
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ol of miler {(Genesis 271, God so designed our phvsical bods
ies that they Tunction sccording to definite PHYSICAL Taws,
The digestive system, the eliminative system and the circulato-
by sysiem, for example, were designed to Function together
and (his fusclionng = a LAW OF NATURE—physical taw. Eal-
ing improper Food, neglecting elimination or polluting the lungs
with tobiacen smoke prevents these laws from perfect Tunction-
ing—dehinitely transgresses laws that God set in motion and
that operate 1 the human body, This definitely s TRANS-
CRESSED PHYSICAL 1aW! [1 35 a law Goo designed and set in
mation. This TRANSGRESSION OF LAW, according 1o God's defi-
nition (1 John 3:4}, s physical sis! lts penalty is sickness, dis-
ease or debility,

The RSV translates | John 34, “ . sin is lnwlessness™—
without regard 10 WHAT law Goon instituted.

Msiow back to our important guestion—aithough 0 owas
made cleir in chapter 3; How docs Christ's broken body make
pur healing possible? | answer with another guestion: How does
Christ's shed blood —His pEari—make possible the lorgive-
ness. of spiritual sin—iranegression of the spiritual law—the
Ten Commuandments? Simply by having PaiD THE PENALTY IN
OUR STEAD-—THATS How! His beatcn body paid in oor siead
the PENALTY we are suffering when the physical laws in the
human body have been transgressed and have brought on the
PEMALTY of the sickness, dizense or whatever—sometimes the
first death!

T say 1here is no such thing as physical sin, as ‘has been
sard by self-professing intellectuals. s voT intellectual—it is
rank STUPEDITY, IGHNORANCE 0F WILLFUL PEEY ERSION OF PLAIS

SIMPLE TRLUTH)

mame Lack the Faith

The important point here, however, is that some in the
Church of God a1 Carinth Jid lack the faith to be healed—or
else careicesly ook the broken bregd at Passover in an unwor-
ithy manner,

And WHAT WAS THE RESULT? They were physically weak or
sick or had died. Thuat was THE PenavLTy, They did not in faith
aveept Christ's broken body as payment of the penalty, which,
if they had, would have by 0 God-given miracks been removed
from them, and they would have been HEALED!

But now il s IMPORTART 1hat we note carefully that the
rESULT of this lock of sulficient faith o NOT DisFELLOWSHIP
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them from the Church! Disfellowshipping is the penalty for
causing divisions and offenses (Romans [6:17-18). That is im-
poriant!

If one in the Church of God teday lacks the rarrn thar ke
should have, the penalty is noT disfellowshipping. The penaliy
is that he still PAYS THE PENALTY in the form of sickness, dis-
ease or even death. He himsell pays it! Too bad—when Christ
already had paid it For HiM. But he should be helped to receive
faith—not be disfellowshipped.

The Crackers-and-Cheese Diet

Back in 1927 or 1928, when | had only recently ot the time
learned God's truth about healing. 1 heard a most apt example
af this,

We did not vet cross the Adlantic in airplanes in those days.
A mon was sailing to Burope in a transatlantic steamship. He
felt the meals abeard ship would be 100 expensive. 8o he packed
in o suitcase a full supply of crackers and cheesa. Alter three
days" sailing, he was becoming truly Ted up on crackers and
cheese: A steward had noticed that this passenger never went
into the ship's dining room and asked him about L

“0Oh, | can't-afford 1o ent in there,” replied fhe passenger,
Then he learned that MEALS WERE INCLUDED—RO exira
charge!

How many in God's Church today are on a crackers-and-
cheese ration, when S EALING IS INCLUDEDY Jesis CHRIST
PAID FOR YOUR HEALING!

Why do ¥EN poon PAYING THE PENALTY o chie paying the
OCTOR BLLS or probably pors, when Jesus Christ paid it all
FOR vOUT

The Weak in Faith Helped, Not Condemned

Mow nolice 1he important teaching in Romans 14

*Him that is weak in the faith receive ye"—do not con-
demn or disfellowship—“but not 1o doubtful disputations.” Or,
"not for disputes over opanions” (RSV]).

Yerse 2 (Romnns 14) Although sne believes (has faith] 1o
gal meats, another, weak tn faith, eais only vegetables, But the
very fact he has mod ver receivied FuLL Farms from God does not
bar him from God's Church. Rather this chapler in Bomans
teaches “RECEIVE HIM"—HELP the wenk in faith, The minisiess
should 1each him more abaut the way 1o achiove more faith,

And so with the member of God’s Church who has nol s
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vet achieved full vaiTi to sELIEvE Gon's PROMISES Tor the
physical hesling. He should have that faith! He may pay him-
sell the penaliy of the sickness or disease it he lacks faith 1o
beliove Christ paid the penaliy for him—to rely on Gon's
FROMISE to heal

So therefore, il o member has nol vet grown in the FarTh oF
CHrisT o absolutely K NOw hecan rely on Giod's PrOMISE of heal-
ing—and if this member does call in the doctor or go o the medi-
cil profession for help, God's Church does nod condemn him—
but rather, Cod's nubmisters should encoursge such & one Lo Grow
1% FarTi until he can rely on God instead of relying onmax,

Omnee more 10 the guestion, Did God raise up the medical
profession lor our day?

EspHATICALLY NV

Eemember, God sentenced Adam’s world to being cuT OFF
from Him for the 6,000 vears now almost ended. God zaid, in
efMect: “You, Adam, have made the choice for yvour human
family. You have REVECTED me. (04, therelore, and form your
OWn -govermments, your own relighons, your own buman con-
ceptsof the gods you will serve and worship—develop your own
fund of knowledge.” Gaod, however, reserved the prerogative of
cilling to His service such comparative few ag He should
choose 1o earry ol his special commission.

Teb those whom God hes called. He has revealed iy His
wirD o them that He s Fabweh-Rapha—their mralisG
Gind—1he God who siars those who believe

Whai s the Medical Profession?

What, then, s the medical profesion? Remember, it i5 only
one: ol several of the se-called healing arls DEVELOPFED BY MAN,
My parents, when | was o young boy, wsed g homeopathic doc-
tor, There are osteopaths—although they now also practice
medicine and-are accepied by the medical profession. There are
chiropractors—and | personally knew the lounder of chiro-
praciic, B.J. Palmer of Davenpori, lowa.

But the medical [eaternity is by far the lorgest in number.
They huve allotted 3 very hupe sum of money to operate a
coeEy in Washington, ILC., fo influence governmeni legesha-
than. The medical profession has becomie 5o powerful that an
ML conld quarantime cven the President of the United States
and enforee his wirtual imprisonment in the White Howse: In
sich an instance, the medical profession has even MORE POWER
than the President of the United Siates!
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It is well 1o unpERsTAND this! The medical profession has
the GovERNMENT on their side!

A well-meaning, Bible-believing man and wife {#sf mem-
bers of the Worldwide Church of God) had an 1 [-year-old son
with diabetes. They had been- administering insulin a5 pre-
scribed by medical doctors. Then a “divine healer™ came along.
T know nothing of the credibility of this healer except what |
read in the newspapers—he certainly wad not o minkster of the
Worldwide Church of God.

This “divine healer™ anointed and prayed for the fad, and
the parents took him off the insulin, The parenis, sccording to
news dispaiehes, were staunch im [eith—but after removing the
insulin the boy digd. The parents were arrested and taken to
jail, charged with mansluughter. 1 did not learn of the final
fegal disposition of this case in the courts.

I cite this, bowever, as o PRECAUTION? | might mention, too,
that insulin is nol & drog or medicine, but o substance or haor-
mone that the human body should normally penerate. Medical
doctors prescribe insulin in cises where the body is not of itsell
generating the substance.

In the case of the iliness of a child, God does heal—but
remember Jesus said, “*According 1o your Farte be it onto
you.” IF feith is lacking—aor if in any case the child dies-—ihe
parents certainly run the risk of criminal prosecution i thay
have failed to call in a doctor.

In the case istory described above, | do nat know all 1the
facts. Press reports indicated the pareats had "supreme faith.”
Bui was the healer a fake or o self-appoinied healer uncalled
and unused by God?

Again, God says, “And whatsoever we ask, we receive of
him, Fecause we kesp his commandments, and do those things
that are pleasing in his sight™ (1 John 3:22). The press storics
on' this case would indicate that the parenis were not “com-
mandment-keepers.” But, on the other hand, God says,
“Therefore to him that kroweth 1o do good, and deeth it not, to
him it is sin” (James 4170 If the parents had mot Anown the
command o keop God’s commandments, Glod would not have
held this ignorance against them. Also it i8 o question, in the
case of administering insulin, as to whether it wis possibly not
right in {od's sight that it be supphied—since instead of being a
drug, it was a substance supplying what the body itsell normil-
Iv should generate and supply.

I do not judge in such a case as | hove mentioned—because
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| iy mant know all the facts, | MERELY CAUTION THE READER: [T
a sick child dies, and & dector has not begn called, the parenis
ey find themselves in trouble with the law!

What Is God's Will?

God’s Chorch does not judge or condemn those wha,
through lack of faith, wtilize the services of the medical profes-
seon. Giod's Church merely says o you, HEALING 15 ix-
crunen-—Christ already has Paip for il & & PROMISE of
God (with conditions of sbedience and faith), and it is one of
God’s AENEFITS which 18 INCLUDED in the gifi of His

race?
3 Speaking of God's BENEFITS reminds me of a case in point. |
hod been called 1o the bedside of an elderly lady for unointing
and prayer for healing,

“H 1 amoint vou and pray for God 1o heal you, will yoo
believe—will you be sure that you will be healed™” | merely
wanted assurance that she sELIEVED Gon.

“Well,” she replied, *1 know CGod can heal me—il it's His
will—but | can’t be sure o His will.”

“Well,” 1 responded. "it’s too bad that you don’t know
whether 11 i God’s will wo Torgive all your sins 50 vou might be
saved,”

“0h, 1 know it's His will o forgive my sins and gnve me
silvation,” she kastensd 6 reply.

“Cih ves,™ | continued, “vou know you can rely on Ciod's
prowmtive in Psalms 103—which 1 will read: “Bless the Lord, O
my soul, and forget not all his benefits; Who forgiveth alf thine
imquities. . .. " You really know He will from thet scripture,
da you "

“Yes, | can rely on thar promise with no doubts what-
ever!”

“Well,” | pursued, “will you read, with vour own eves, the
rest of that same sENTENCE?" | handed 1o her my Bible, opened
o Psalm 103, verse 3, and she read aloud, ™Who forgiveth afl
thine inkquitics; who kealerh afl thy diseases,”™

“How does it come,”™ | asked with a amile, “that you
really believe the first halll of that verse, but not the last
hatf?™

“Well, | guess,” she said, =1 just never noticed that God's
promise 10 HEAL & given right alongside His promise of forgiv-
g s

The woman then believed. She was healed.
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(e of (-0d"s Benefiis

Motice. HEALING i5 one of the sexerrs God gives us along
with salvation. Like the meals on the steamship, 7 15 18-
CLUDED—no extrd charge. Jesus already parp For 11!

And God wants His people to learn to rely ow Him!

One intellectunl writing on healing said, “1t 5 guine evident
thut God iz not bealing today in the same manner ar 1o the
same degree that He did in enrly MNew Testament times.”

Thatintellecrualis ssmply IGxoeasT of the Word of God, the
promises of Ciod, the power and the will of God! He had had no
experiencein healing. He was studying the subpect carnally and
rationally, asa scholar—as one, hke Job, who s, | . There-
fore have T utiered thal | understood not; things too wonderful for
me, which | knew not. . . . | have hesird of thee by the hearing of
the ear”—but Job bad not per come toreally Kxow God (Job
42:3, 5). Bul when Ciod revealed Himsell 1o Job, he said. ™, . 1
abrhor mysell, and repentin dust and ashes™ (Job 42:6],

This same scholarly and erroneons teaching contineed, 1t i=
equally evident thaa the physiological and medical expertise of
theend of the 20 century is far advanced over that of the middle
of the first century.”

The above was sent oul (0-0ur IMimSErs, UNAUTHORIZE, 0
an attempt, craftily influcnced and inspired by Satan, 1o po
AWAN WITH THE BASIC TRUTHS JESUs CHRIST HAD PLACED IN
Gon's CHURCH! I was sent oul with the DNaukorized state
ment that this erronemes teaching MUST RE PREACHED-—and Lhut
it superseded past teachings and carlier understandings which
Jesus Christ, the LivisG neapof God's Church, bad, through His
apistle, made the very FoUNDATIONAL TEACHINGS of Christ in
Cod's CHuRcH!

It is pant of a whole new, erroncous and corrupt teaching
encouraging faith in mex and doubt in God {Romans 14:23)—
subtly prepared and distributed to ministers without the know|-
edge of Christ's apostle—though it was falsely represented to
have had hisapproval. Theone responsible for this entire compre-
hensive elfort o replace CHirisT s wnd GOns TRUTH with carnel
pedantic scholarshipand £aLse TEACHING has been excommumni-
cated—and thisepdire usansthorized teaching made nulland void
By JESUS CHiResT through His apostle!

O ig 22ill on His throne aped Jesus Christ 12 there with
Him—und mrEy will not leave nor lorsike the true CHURCH OF
Cioan!

AS SHOWN BY THE QUOTE ADOVE, THE ENTIRE APFROACH (0
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this labes teaching was the seculur, cornisl concept that perhaps
Giod, like the professor emeritus, may have once done splendid
things, bul now has grown old, senile and lost His power. Poor
Cioxd!

Lol I5 the Same!

But God tells me He is THE SaME, yesterday. today and forev-
er! Heis today the sami Gop, with the same power He bad in the
first century—and has had eterpally.

Today Christ does nol lead His apostle or any in Ciod's
Church to heal indiscriminately the sick encoantered among the
general public—as Jesus did, and the first apostles did ontil
suppREsSLD by worldly powers.

The great commission and ministry for God's Churchioday is
in Jesus” prophecy concerming it in Matthew 24:14: “And this
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the workd for a
witness unto all nations; and then shall the end [of this age]
came,” The proclamation worldwide of Christ’s KINGDOM mes-
sape was the sign Jesus gave by which we might know when the
end of the present world was imminent. But He said nothing
ghout bealing going out to the general public!

Rather, what we do find in the New Testament i3 in James
5:14 1% “Isany sick among you?" That is.among you brethren in
God's Church, “Let him call for the elders of the church; and ket
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of " —
meaning BY AUTHORITY 0F—""the Lord: And the prayer of faith
ghall save the sick, and the Lord stiall raise hin ups and ifhe have
committed sins, they shall be forgiven him,"

God"s Will Expressed

This carnal scholarly Sysiematic Theology Project men-
tioned above attempts to refute this plaim Waord-of-God prosase
af healing in God's Church, With the very cunning inspired by
Satan, this comment is made fo cause DOUET in the detinite WoRD
oF Gom: “Althosgh this one stalement appears bo be wrilten
without qualification, the condition ‘il it be God's will’ was no
doubt tzcitly understood.”

On reading that, | was absolutely flabbergasted! NowHERE
1 THE Binie pois Gob say, “JF it be God's will™! This very
vierse, along with many others [ have given you, EXPRESSES God's
willl

Motice that sly, subtle /F. That is satanic! When Satan wiss
trying 1o overthrow Jesus Christ in his greatest temptation at-
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tempt—after Jesus had fasted 40 doys and 4l nights—Sainsaid
twice to Jesus, TEMPTING Him, *FF thou be the Sanof God.” That
litthe two-letter word £F is just about the biggest little word in the
English language! It is intended to cause pounT in Gon's wormn,
Itwas used by Satan intrying tooverthrow Christ. Satan inapired
itin this Theology Project io try iooverthrow Faith within Ciod's
ministers—und within God's C lurch?

Withallmy being, | coxpems that kind of teaching—und the
gne responsible for banding ©t owt o God's ministers (though
undoubsedly be himzelf did not write it) has been disfellow-
shipped and is 80 LoxGER & MEvBER of God's Choreh. Aond that
Satan-inspired teaching is going cut of God s Church as well!

God's Promise

Mow thal digbalical teaching about the passape in James
Fo14=15 regquires a compiele relatation—Eo make the troe Cron-
intended meamng clear beyond DosUET

Az result'of this insidious attempt (o cause OURT in the
Word of God, many have sind, " This Theslogy Project teaches
thid James 50141 505 MO A PROMISED™

But it tra-definite, plain, clear prosss from Gond [pray for
Crod’'s rercy an those who allowed Satan toonspire them to cast
DU BT on e holy, sacred worp oF Gob!

Lok at those wordsagain. * And the prayer of faith shall save
thesick, and the Lord shall raise him upand if he have commiited
sins [undoubiedly referring to physicalsin]. they shall be forgiven
him.”

ITTHATIE NOT & PROMISE then we have 5o prosise of the
forgivencss of sing or of salvation and the gilt of elesnal lifie!

Faith 15w Comditbom

The point is made in this now aull-pnd-visd weaching that
thereare conditions. That s trise—but wHaT conditions T Within
the very statement in James 5:135, i plainlysayps™ . the prayer
of FAITH. . .. " Yes, FarTH I8 a condition.

I some instances where Jesus healed, the Farre for healing
was supplicd by the one healed—like the wormnian who had spent
all she had an physiciins and had prown wosse, Jesus aaid 10 her,
"Daughier, THY FAITH hith made thee whole" Again Jesus said
elsewhere, " According to vour Faith be it untovou.™

But, in oiher cases the one healed did not supply the faith—
Jesus Himself did! So what does this teach us? Definitely heal-
ing is conditioned on Parri—either on the part of the one nesd-
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ing healing or on the part of the minister of God who prays and
anoinis.

I buve prayed for and anointed hundreds. There have beena
greal many miraculows healings. Some with cancer in an ad-
vanced siape were HEALED-—while others al this stnge were
relweved of the intense pain, though they died and will have their
heiling 1% Toe kEsUrRrECTION, More on this a litthe later. One
womanwith leukemia in the hospital with apparently lessthan 24
hours tolive, and with tubes in her ankles for blood transfusions,
tubes in ber nostrils—a horrble sight—was healed instantly
when Fonointed and prayed for her {afier potting all nurses owt of
the mom}, She left the ospital the nest day.

On the other hand | hove praved fer others where | mysel[ had
the same Faith, vet they were not healed —becapse rhey lacked the
fanth,

In James 5:14=1 5. the very scriplure here gives o condition:
“the prayer of fuith,™

Keep His Commandments

Alsa, | John 3:22, mentioned before: “And whatsoever we
nsk, we receve of im, becouse we keep his commuandmenis, and
dothose things that are pleasing in hissight.”

| personally know of o case of a man whe wanted healing, but
stubbornly refliused to keep God’s commandments. He was moT
healed.

Db vis, there are condinions—bun God tels thase condinions.
But ~ivER does the Bible say, “iFit's God's will.” MNever! Rath-
er, God's Word says, "Be ye nol unwise, bul UNDERSTANDING
whit the will of the Lord i" {Ephesians 5:17). The Bible i= His
Waord, where He tells us what is His will!

Mow as 1o Gon's FROMISES. The Bible is Tull of Ciod's pPROM-
isEs—and God expecisus Lo BELTEY E them,

Perhaps the outstanding example is the prowises on which
YOUR very salvation and mine depend.

Motice: " Jesus Christ was o minister of the cireumecision lor
the truth of God, focowfirm the promises made unto the fathers”
[ Romuns [5:8),

And who were the fathers to whem the promises were made?
“The God of Abraham, and of lsaac, and of Jacob, the God of cur
Fathers . .. ™ i{Acis 3:13)

YU e salvaTion depends on those PROMINES made Lo Abra-
ham, Isanc and Jacob! Yet notice: “These all died in faith, mos
having received the promises . . . " (Hebrews 11:13).
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God™s Promises Are Sure

Wilat, THEN Y Does not God KEEP His PROMISEST Here in
Lhis very FalTH CHAPTER of the Bible, all the way through, it
shows Abroham's FaITie, Moah's FasTH, Moses” faith, even the
harlot Rahab's faith. Then, " And these all, having obtained a
good report through FaiTH, received mot the promise: God
having provided some better thing Tor ws, that they without
us |born long since] should not be made perfect”™ (verses
59-40]

Incther words, Gon s FarriFu! Cood s PROMESES are FIRM—
they i meanwhal they sav. The fathers will receive the pROMEES
i THE BESURRECTION —abong with many of us bors miaflénniza
bater!

CHOMYS PROMISTES ARE SURE!

Althogh Fhave writien this before, kel me recount here how |
learned this kessonof FarTin,

My conversion and baptism hid occurred in the spring of
1927, By 1933 [ had come to have strong faith—1there had heen
muny miraculousanswers to prayer! Then my father was strick-
en, carly summer 1933, with o stroke, | prayed for his healing, |
anointed him. | secievee! He serieven! | prayed all night—iyet
ot 240 the next morning he digd,

That was a terrible s500 K 10 miy faith-—bul it most certainly
did notdestroy my faith, But Fhad to uvspessy s sp! Thadclaimed
Gon's FrROMISE in Jemes 520415 and orHER Frrosses for his
healing. To usprrstas,, | did not iry o wse human reason, a3
exemplified in this Theclogy Project. I went tothe faith chapter of
the Bible for UxpERSTANDING

Aiwd there | found i1, i what 1 have written immedintely
phowe, Gob oin NoT BREak His pRovise! His pfomise was
suRE— unbreakable. As sure us the rising and seiting of wmoe-
row'ssun. In Hebrews 11 Giod showed me that Hrs pRosise fog
MY FaTHER'S HEALING REMAINS SURE! He, like Abrabam dnd
the [athers, died BEFORE receiving it. 11 s stillsurE—not "1 it is
Ciod™s will,”

But there is LIFE aFTER this lile,

And, in human consciousness, o lreciion of a-second after
losing consCiousness in death, we shall woke up I8 THE RESUR-
RECTION. God has planned that there be an interval of uscox-
SCHLESERS—just ws 0 i did mot even exist—until we Live in
the resdrrection! 1am s1ill hieving paticnce—and FANTH. My
Tather's heéaling i surr! He shall receive the healing God
PROMISED!
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Rely on Cand

Ciodd has mod promised that, by continual healing, we shall
never die, A in Adam afl die—"il i appoiniad unto men-once to
die, bail alver this the judgment™  Hebrews 9:27),

G has posithvely pROMISEDR 1o heal. And He names ithe
conditions —oREmMENCE and Farra. But Grod has not tofd s how
soon or when He will heal, He ExpecTs 05 1o TRusT Him witi
THaT!

Thut most certwinly showld ol wesken or destroy our Gaith—
ITSHOULDMAKE OUR FAITH MORESURE!

[ knww, in thisdeceived andevil world of Sagan’s, itseems that
the worst thing thet can heppen s death. Humans now knowing
Giod get to thinkimg that death enps ale, That's why some
cormmil suscide —supposing that the suickde PUTS A% EXND (o ther
troufdes. Butl virtually in the same instant that they lose con-
schogsness indenth, they wake pp s THE UG MEST—their prob-
lemis not ended—bal with 3 siepper of self-destruction now
[ﬂL"i:II.E!I"II:r'I'I.!

Oar Fathers, Abralam, lsage and Jacab, all died 18 BaiTu.
Wy awn human fnther died s Farmie God's promses to themare
vel SURE,

Instead of causing us to lese Faith, this wondesful knowledge
should sTrEsaTHEN our laith—we know we may place ourselvies
inGon's pasns and wEy on Him for healing. The miost remark-
ahle and supposedly impossible healings ] have experienced. a5 a
result of miy own prayers, have occurred after my father’s death,
Cioed did mot let that expericnce weaken FPAITH AN Qo axp His
FROMISES!

God Alone Heals

I have been Trankly aroused to indignation to learn of this
false, Tath-shattering icaching in this supposedly scholarly theo-
logical manual, wherein ministers were literally instrucied 1o
encourage God's people 1o TRUST In siar-—in the “advanced
experiise” of the medical profession—-and to discourage them
frewm having faithin G, | realise that Satanis the real culprit—
that those who prepared this manual did not imtensd barm-—and
were misled and deceived into supposing they were leaching
truth.

Jesus Christ, through His apostle, teaches ministers: 1o
ENCOLRAGE RELIANCE O% THE LIVIsG CHEST, rather thun on
man,

Medical practice may be the best thing that carnal MAN, ent
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aff Trom God and His revealed truth, has in 6,000 years come up
with.

D we ever need doctors? Yes we do—but the true people of
God do not need them 1o compete with God as oir GoB-1EALER
(Ciod s name 15 nkso Fabweh-Rapha—our Goo-es L er ) God is
i jeatous God and does nod albow any other 1o do what He alone
cando—nExL!

Woeda, in this modern degencrated dav, need doctors for child
delivery. Adoctor can remder real helpin the caseol a brokenarm
of leg—but even then it is Gop who kéals: thowgh the doctor may
properly bind it upse that it may heal.

What about the ramifications of sickness and dissase? As
stated, medical practice may be the best thing siax without Giod
has been able to produce. 11 & Church member simply lacks the
faith to be healed by the living Christ—iIl he has more Faith in
medica] “expertize™ than in God and Gods promises—God's
Church will not judge or condemn him if be puis himsedf or his
child under medical rreatment. I that is the best he has Faith in,
better led him have whal help Ma® can give, BATHER THAN %4
HELP AT ALL!

Healing Is a Miracle

Crod’s ministers should Mo high=pressure any against medi-
cal care—bui definitely they should encoursge Christions to
bunkd and receive FaitH in the living Canest.

But God's people should be taught that healing is @ MmigacLE
and not 1o be considered lightly, The definition of & miracle is;
“An event beyand the power of any kaown plvaicnl laws 1o
produce; & supernaiural sccurrence produced by the power of
Crod,™

Healing definitely isa siRacLE. But wemust never forget our
God i a MIRACLE-WORKING Gon! He s the supernatu ral Gon—
not man, Yel He intended man 1o have a direct and intimate
cortact with Him through Christ, Those called are called to
become His begotten children, and by growing in griace snd
Christ's knowledge inspiritual character, tobe sor s, by o resur-
FECEion, INTO THE ¥VERY Gon FAMILY, The human potential is that
w ik shall BECOME VERY GO—evenas Chrisi—firsthorn ol many
brethren-—already is!

And His people, whom He has called, must remember that
“without faith it 15 impossible 1o please him: for he that cometh o
Giosl muest believe that HE 15, and that he is o rewaraer of them Thist
diligently seck him' {Hebrews |16}, And He is the civer of
FAITH.



Chapter Six "

CLAIMING
GOD’S BLESSINGS

el’s see [ we can pick wp the loose ends and put them
I_[jgn:l her. We need clearly to understand HEALING a5 Christ

pul ivin His Church for os today.

Today the medical profession is a much greater factor than
when Jesus tnught and healed. Correct UNDERSTANDING, 45
Christ iniends for God's Church teday, necessitales open-
mindedly sesing it {fo the Tigkt of God's revealed teaching for
TODAY.

To clear the air we need to understand Wity this ix o
God 5 world. We need 1o understand how this world has devel-
oped and chanped and wuy God has called His Church 1o
come ol of this world and 1o be a separate and peculinr
peaple—(rn's PEOFLE!

The Pre-Adamic Warld

We need to ¢lear sur minds of today's concepis and conlu-
Bl —to UNBERSTAND the beginning of human hife, the world
into which Jesus came, snd the changed world out from which
Crod calls us ioday, We need 10 begin by refreshing our minds
on what led up 10 Max's creation

God created angels before the existence of the phvsical wni-
verse—immortal spirit beings, each individually and separately
created. Then God created the heavens—the vast matenal uni=
verse—and the earth.

But understand this basic truism, God's creating is a DUl
process, In the physical universe, what God created was perfect
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a3 far as the first stage of creation which had been producesd,
But God ploced angels on the carth 1o be used by Him in the
Sinishing stage—10 ulilize the material already created —work-
ing with s elements to beautily and fmsh earth’s creation in
physical aplendor and glory

This wits merely the testing grownd Lo qualify the angels 1o
finish the creation of the entire limitless umverse—all other
planets.

As God's principle of creating is a dual process, s was the
creation of angels—and so iz it with man

The fintaking stage of angelic creation, os i1 s with siaxs, was
creationof holy and righteous cHaracTER, which must emunate
Tromy Crom. That is somet hing which ciaane be created inslania-
neously by fiat. 10 requires o process of development in which the
created beings must MakE THECHOICE, acquiesce imand seek this
rightcousniss Crom Giod.

Angels, as wad man alerwind, were ereated in ther inital
stage with suxrs with which tothink, aoquire knowledge, reason,
make choices und decisions. Ciod first instrueted them.

Crod's own holy and righteous CHARACTER B Lhe WA v OF LIFE
of Hisspreirrual Law, It is the way; the prirciple and sitivnde of
Lovi—aputgoing toward God first of all, in reliance, Faith and
obedience: and, secondly, cutpoing concern for the wellire and
good of ane’s fellows. This Law wis made the basis of THE
GOVERSMENT OF Gop, which He first st over the angels that
they might proceed in what God purposed for them in Tarmony.,
umity, cooperation and peace—in united effort,

On the throne of the carth God set a cherub-—u superarchan-
pef mamed Lucifer—toadminister Cod s GOVER NMENT,

But Lucifer defected. He led his angels into rebellion against
Giod and God's way oF Love, into the way of GET—sanity, lust
and greed. jealousy and envy, competition and strife. rebellion
against guthormty.

Instead of ConsTRUCTION—finishing earth’s creation—Lu-
cifer’s way led to nesThudcTios, Chaos and confusion and decay
wereihe results:

Lucifer was pisqualified to rule God's GoversmesT. In his
state of perversion Lucifer's nome was changed by God to Satan
the devil, pnd hizangels becnme demons (that is. the third partof
allungels who had been under Lusifer).

Moow | Psadm 1 0=:30)an six days Cosd g ew i the Mece of the
carth for Man

Crod now had s2t out on the supreme act of crestion—e Evro-



Claming God's Blessings £l

puUCisG HiMstlr through mortal and. physical sas. Though
composed of matter from the earth, man was fermed in God's own
Itkeness—formund shape.

The Max and waman He created were the first shage 10 the
BUALITY of man's creation. This was the PHYSICAL state-—1he
materiil with which toform pnd create the srmmmuai phase.

Mlan—and God

As the physical stage of man’s ereation began wath Adam, 5o
the spirirual plase began with Christ

Adam was given an opportunity toqualify 1o succesd Satan
an earth’s throne. But to qualify it was necessary that he refect
Sutan's way of rebellion and GeT, and accept God™s way of GIVE
and obedicnee.

As Giod had first thoroughly instructed Lucifer and his angels
before placing them on the irth, so God first instrucied Adam
and Eve—in His Love, His righteousness, His way, and His
government,

Inthe Garden of Eden where God placed the manand woman
weere bW sYm Bslie trees. (hpe h:nmi}u:}l:l:l"El'l Cind Hl.ll}' Sparil and
the gift of eternal life upon obedience. The other, the tree of the
“krowledge of good wnd evil,” represented—ir they partook of ils
forbidden fruit—iaking fo rhemaeelves Gon's prerogative of de-
1ermining the kaowledpe of pood and of evil—of deciding for
rhemelves the way of righteousness ar of sin—the way of deter-
mining cHaRacTiR, And this, of ooirse; meanl REBELLIKS
againal Cixd's REY Ear Fp knowledge.

Satan was ned allowed 16 contict Adam until has Maker At
inatricted him in THE WAy of rightcous character: Then the wily
Sntan god to Adam by deceiving his wife. But Adam was nod
deceived and mlll’ully REJECTED G A5 THE S0WRCE OF RE-
¥ EALED BASIE RSO LEDEHE s well as his Cod and Roler.

Haoly and righteows characTeR can come anly by the free
choice of jts recipient. Adom had made the decision for his
HUMAN FAMILY—cxcept those Cod should specially call to moke
their cwn decision.

When God “drove out themun™ from the Gorden of Eden and
barred reentrance, ™ . . . LesT he put Forth his hand, and ke also
of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever™ [Genesis 3:22-24),
God said, in eflfect! " You have made the decision. Yoo were
instructed persanally by vour Maker. You did not believe what
He sasd—you rebelled apainst Him as Ruler and Revealer of
basic kRowLEDGE. Y ou hive decided for the whole world that
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shall spring from you, except such as 1 shall choose to specially
callin preparation for My Kiscpos, which shall follow the dayof
MM,

“Therefore | seNTENCE YOU nnd your world, which vou shall
sirie, to 6000 vears of Bemg CUT OFF from me. Go, produce YioU R
OWN K NOWLERGE, [0rm vour ows BILIGIONS, FEur own gov-
ERMNMENTS, your own CiviLizatios, And alter the 6,000 years |
have allsited o you for Your civilization, | shall by my divine
POWER feslore my GOVERNMENT and establich My KisGDOM—
My BORN FAMILY ruling the enrth,”

The World Cuf O4F

And &5 THIS WORLE'S CIVILIZATION wias developed by Max,
cut off from God pnd the revelation of God’s KNOWLEDGE, vel
eraltily and mvisibly swayed and led by Satun in Satan's way.

Mun has NOT BEEN FREE TO VOLUNTARILY SEEK AN GALN
coNTACT with G, Sosuid Jesus!

Look at the histerie FacTs! Noah did not seek God— God
called Meah for o definite project, Abraham did not seek God
Cioad calbed Abrabom, and A braham responded and obeyed with-
GULEFgument

M oses did nod seek God. And when{od called him tolead the
Israelites out of Egyptian slyvery, Moses protested: 1 can’t doil
I have p speech impediment—I stutter.,” Jonah did not seek
Cipwl—and when God called him toaspecial assignment, he iried
L0 FuA away ind ship.

Bsanah did not seek God or the office of prophet—he protested
he was a man of unclean lips, until God cleansed them. The same
with Jeremiah, who gave the excuse that he was 100 voung. Dhd
King Drivid seek Cod or the kingship? No, Duvid was interesied
only in herding sheep.

Jesus came saying, "NO MAN CaX fome 1o me, excepd the
Father which hath sent me draw him™ (John 6:44), And His 3'-
year public minkstry proved it OF the many thousands whe heard
thiz Master Himselll only 120 believed Him after 3% years,

Peter and his brother Andrew wanted 1o be fishermen—and
also John and James, And Matthew wanted 1o be a tax collector,
Jesus said 1o His twelve, “You have nol chosen me. but | have
chogen you. ™

The apostle Paul did not seek Chast—he was on n hate
campaign to imprison Christians uatil Christ siruck him down
blind and revealed to him the GREAT CoMmission he was tocarry
tothe Gentiles,
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Last and feast, the very fasr thing | wanted to do was to
become w minister of Christ's gospel. | wanted 1o be an advertis-
ing man in the business world—until God coxgureen me and
after real conversion committed to me (he GREAT CoMmssion for
our Lirme,

It s important that we KEER 1% swn that this is NoT God's
world—it is Man’s workd, cut off from God and God's ways, vet
deceived and led by SaTan.

The people of China, Indin, Southeast Asia, Indonesia and
meany popbous areas of the world have been so completely cut off
from God. few in those countries know anything about Him.

Giod called ancient Israel oul of Egypt to be His separate and
peculiar people—under His REVEALED Laws. Yel He offered
enly their prophets His Holy Spirit. They were cornal-minded.
They said 1o Samuel they wanted 1o be like the people of this
world and huve a king—rejeciing God ns Kingi{l Samuci#:7).

Healing Aris in Jesus® Day

Into such o world Jesus came —a world that did not accepd
Him or His teachings.

Mow the medical profession antedates the time of Christ by
miny generitions. However, man's development in the healing
arts and medicine was then quite clementary compared 10 its
&l [ux-tnd.l}'

Let's unpErsTann and fix firmly in mind this TR The
medical profession is one of THIS worlD's humanly devised
phitses. of 0 man-made civilization—ouT oFF Trom God, but
swityed and deceived by Satan!

Jesus had nothing vo do wath it. Bui | repeat, medical praciice
{and | use the word practice significantly) was then crude and
undeveloped compared to the medical profession of the late
19705, Jesus had compassion on the sick, the diseased. the blind
and crippled, Max's civilization had not as vet developed a heal-
ing art that gave him much, if any. help: In His compassion and
mercy for the peopleof Judah—God’s chosen—He healed people
of the general public as He came across them or they came to
Him,

desus” ministry, as emphasized in the first chapter, was 2
pUAL ministry. He proclaimed the good news of the future xixa-
now 0F Gob, and He healed the sick. Preaching and healing went
hand in hand as o pUAL ministry. Sowith the first aposiles,

Jesus did not come on a soul-saving cresade, but He did make
forgiveness of spiritual sin possible by His SHED sLOOD on the
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crossof DEATH—and He did also Pay THE PENALTY I8 DURSTEAD
for the broken laws that function in our physical bodies av His
sTRiFEs, | deveted some considerable space to that Fact in an
earlier chapter,

For emphasis 1 repeat: Jesus PAID THE PENALTY FOR US of
bath physical and spiritual ransgression. He reconciled us 1o
God by His shed blood and death {Romans 5:8-10), and by His
stripes weare HEALED | [sajah 53:5, 1 Peter 2:24). "Stripes™ bibii-
cally means lashes given by a scourge or rod :

But now, when we come tothe prophiecy of the GREAT COM-
WISSI0N S onre day, Jesus gave the proclamiation of the Kiscioom
oF Gop as the oNLY 516N by which we might know when the end
of this world—tkis pay o sas—would come and His KiNcGoos
be set up to rule the carth. BUT, SIGMIACANTLY, JESUS MEN-
TIONED MOTHING ARBGUT HEALING AEING PART OF THE GUSFEL
PROCLAMATION TOALL THE WORLD, Why?

Perhips it is because we of Christ’s ministry do not have the
fnith of Peter. Paul, James and the earfy fivst-century aposties.
And af our time Jesus said. * . . . when the Son of man cometh,
ghall be find Faith on the earth™™ (Luke 185 Or coubd 11 be
because man's world has developed o medical profession. which
Jesus foreknew, so that the people uncalled of God would be (ar
better cared for than those of the first century?

Ohur Day, Mow

But what we do find is that healing today 8 FOR THE PEOPLE
OFGOR"S CHURCH, as per James 5014-1 5.

| repeat, there are two conditions to healing: commandment
keeping (1 John 3:22) and faith {James 5:15). Commandment
keeping has been restored toGod's Church today. And we should
have faith, which is & gift-of God. but weare almosi outof Faith
todday, and when were out of faith we'reout from Gonl

[t seems somuch easier today 1o just goto s dectorand TRUST
1N MAN—Max cUT OfF FROM GoD—than to kEry o8 CHRIST
and His prosses!

Especially when weare so well aware of the progress made by
the medical profession inoar day.

Forty-five vears ago | spoke of the use of medicines and drugs
ns paigons, Written 32 years ago, the only booklet the Church
had, until now, published on henling spoke af it as prescribing an
opposite poison 1o counteract the poison of the body. Linlike all
our other booklets it was transeribed from the recording of an ad-
libbed broadcast. | said that the medical arithmetio was that one
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poison plus one more poison cquils Ko poison, and | remarked
that a student of second-grade arithmetic ought to know that one
plus one does not egual zera!

In the early days of Ambassador Colbege in the late "40s, our
Dr. Ralph E. Merrill, M I, anda pioneer member of the Church
at Pasadena, said, “We doctors have been keépl 50 busy treating
those already sick that we haven't gotlen around to much re-
scarchinto dict and other cawses of illnesses.” But for the past 15
or 20} years the medical people have made considerable progress
in thisarea.

Further, itis true that ioday most dociors prescribe medicines
rhat are SOT pedsang bt rather are desigmed to help nature do its
owt healinmg.

However 80 MEDICINE—ND DoCToR—cin HEAL | have
never heard a medical doctor deny that statement. They do not
claim toheal.

I am not saving that Gods peeple should trust in doctors
instead of relying on God and His promses. T shall have more to
s v a bout those promises a little later before closing this book ke,

Understanding for Chr Day
At this point we need o cléar our UNDERSTANDING O tWo

witil poanis:

I. Good created Man in His own image—afer His own like-
ness, Mian is wholly material flesh—vet there is 4 spiril esence in
gach human. Man was made to have a special relationskip with
G, Muan's potentipl is to be BORN 810 the Gop FaMiLyY—
changed from material to spirit composition,

Consequently, when Cod made Man after His own kind—not
after the dumb animal kind—God endowed man with near-crea-
tive pewers, In the sense of designing and making out of already
existing materials, man does have creative powers.

At the wwer of Babel God said, ™ . . | and this they bemir to
doc and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they
have imagined todo™ (Genesis 11:6), Therefore, Lo put the brakes
on man’s misguided civilization development, God confounded
their languape.

Thereafter there was little progress in man's complicnled
cducational and indusirial development until aler the invention
of printing. Even then it took lime for dissemination of knowledge
by the printed word wuntil man began to narrow the languge gap.
For a while French seemed to be making progress as the world's
universal language, but today English has avertaken i,
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Muost civilization development has occurred only in the lust
| 25 years—and technical knowledge and indusirial development
have more than doubled in the last twoor three decades.

This is especially true in the practice of medicine and knowl-
edge inthat profession. The focr of man’s ability and capacity for
development reflects, nod the glory of Man, but the creative might
of our Maker in ereating man to have such abilities and capaci-
ties.

et we must remember this development is not always prog-
ress forward. Toosollen, under Satan’s unrealized sway, with man
cur oFF FrROM Cod and His revealed knowledge, it has been
progress in reverse. As Isaiah | -4 says of ancient Israel,™ . |, . they
are gone away backward."”

Satan has had access 1w deceive and sway man into Satans
CHARACTER IMAGE, whereas we must sogquire and develop Gon's
CHARACTER IMAGE (0 be borninte His Kingdom! [Lisvital that we
REMEMBER THAT, in considering healing vs, medical reliance
ToDay!

2. God reveals knowledge—to those called and having His
Spirit—which min could not discover for himself,

God left it for Copernicus to make first discoveries about
astronomy, for Newton to discover the law of gravity, Galileo 1o
discover that the enrth s round. Yet for UnnersTA NDENG, Bear in
mind that what was accepted as science yesterday is sometimes
the laughingsock of today—especially in the speculative and
philosophical sciences, Revelation from Gon is the basis of real
TRUTH,

Thie same principle pertains (o what man can [N, The great
advances in the medical field enable man to do for his human
family many things he coubd not do 50 vears ago, short of actual
krealing. God does for us (often by miracle) that which we are
unable to do. God gave man talents, mind-power {physicul} and
abilities that He intended us 1o use and develop under His puid-
arce,; and always for His gloryand toward our developmentinthe
holy. rightecsus CHARACTER ol God,

To this end, God intends man 10 excel and improve—but
never in a way o inflate vanity or detract from relinnce on and
trust in God. We must rely on Gop for guidance even in what we
are made able todo for ourselves.

Righteous Character Must Be Developed

But the very purrose of human life {God reproducing Him-
self) 15 this holy and righteous character development. ANDIT 15
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ACQUIRED, DEYELOPEDand iNCEEAsED primactly through oae-
MMENCE &N FAITH.

[ said earlier that Ciod cregtes by the principle of puaiiTy.
UrwpersTaso THIS! D explained that the firsestage of humancrea-
tbom was the physical creation, starting feom Adam. The second
stapeisthesPIRITUAL CREATION, beginning with Chrisc

Buteven inthe conversion of ane called of God in the present
age, that conversion is brought about by the puaciTy principle.
First, upon being called of God, granted real repentance and
being corngUERED by Him, and having faith in Christ, with
baptism we are PROMISED the gift of the Holv Spirit. That i the
first siage. There is 3 definite time when one receives God's Holy
Spirit. But only Jesus (John 3:34) was not given the Spirit by
MEdsure,

All other humansdoreceiveinitially only a certain measure of
Crodd's Spanit. Then we mustGRow in grace and the knowled e of
Jesus Christ (1 Peter 3:18). That is the second phase of the spiri-
tualcreation,

The natwral-barn human hasonly the human spirit—impart -
ing the power of intellest, Yetall such human minds are confined
i knowledge of the physical and material. And by the fact that
Satun i prinee of the power of the wir {Ephegians 2:27, he broad-
casti-—surcharges the air with fis ATTITU B of SELFE—vanity and
lowve only toward sell, We call this attitede Satan instills human
nature, Weacquire it from earhiost child bosd gradualiy,

Repentance is change frovr that atfitude. Through God's
Holy Spirit joining with our spirit, we scguire— become partak-
eriaf (1] Peter 1:d)—Hhediviae nafure,

Bui this initial stage of conversion does ot eradicale human
mature. Real repemance is a change of WILLFUL INTENTION L0
turn from the attitude Satan kad injected,

I den’t know {Tor God does aol reveal) what percentage of
human nature is driven ot and the divine nature cives throogh
the initial measure of the Holy S pirit a3 conversion.

But o illustrate, ot w5 suppose one receives one porcent of
camplete Tull measure of the Holy Spirit. Sach & one might be,
shall we suppose, 99 percent aciuated by the selfish nature. Possi-
bly that may vary in different individuals.

Principle lustrated by Parables

Jesus ilfustrated this principle by the parables of the pounids
and of the talents, In Luke 1%;11-27, Jesus s pictored as giving
His ten servanis one pound cach. This unit of British money
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symbaolized a measure of the Holy Spirit. For sake of clarity let us
suppose it represents one percent of the full measure of God’s
Spirit. When Christ returns from heaven as Kivo of kings and
Lorpof lords, ench of the ten 15 called to give account, The first
had Grown in grace and Christ’s knowledge fen times from
where hestarted. Inthe Kingdom of God—in the next life—He is
given rule over ten cities.

Thesecond servant had increasad hisoriginal spiritual stock-
in-trade five times. He was not saved by his works but rewarded
aceording 1o his works. He was given rube over five cities.

But the third had gained noTHmvG, He thought his erigingl
conversion would get him into God's Kingdom without any spiri-
tual growth, He had the one pound taken away from him. He lost
out tomlly. He did not make it into God's Kingdom! In other
waords, if we do not Grow in God's spiritual character, we LosE
the salvation we thought we were starting with,

We Grow in God's Spirit—receiving increased measure—
by whatever extent we overcome the seLF and Satan-injected atti-
tude, und increase in God's LOVE, FAITH, DREDEENCE—and in
FRaYERand BisLestuny,

The menns God has given His Church for this development is
primusily our part in loyally standing behind Christ's apestle in
supparting the GREAT comsission. In fact thal s the primary
PURFOSE of calling some fo conversion NOw instend of after
Christ comes toruleand Satan is bound.

Mleans ol Spiriiual Growth

But anather important means God gave His people of our
time for spiritual growth is RELYING Ox Him anp His PROM-
ISES FOR HEALING.

Let me help vou uspirstasn. True, God dogs lor ws that
which we cannt do lofr ourselves, HExLiNG i something we
cannod do for ourselves—something doctors, medicines or knives
CaNROT o,

Dot misunderstand. Doctorsmay be a real HELP—because
they have specialized in learning many things humans car do,
Again | refer, IN PRINCIPLE, 1o child delivery and binding and
setting a broken nrm or leg. Today doctors can do for us many
offrer things possible for a human todoshort of actinl healing.

But the vEry FACT thal twocomdifiony to mitaculous healing
by God are obedience and faith requires the exercise of, and
therefore GROWTH in, obedience and it h.

Jesussaid,” . . whatsoever ye shallask inmy name, that will



Claining God's Blaksings &

! do [a prowsuse], that the Father may be glorified in the Son™
{ John 14:13).

But My Father Died

Finaliy, a most impoeriant matier [0 UNDERSTAND!

What if one relies on God lor healing and mies? 1've heard so
many refer to this old bromide to justify lagk of Taith that 1 want
now finally toanswer that pousr with God's TRUTH!

My conversion occurred in the spring of 1927 1 first learned
about HEALING in Augustof [92T—through the mirsculows heal-
ing of my wife. | was learning rapidly in those days (0 TRUST
o

Inthespringof 1933 | was visiting my father onhis farm near
Oregon City, Oregon. That evening around sundown my futher
told me he had repented and wanted Christ’s salvation. [ was to
baptize him next morning.

My father had been a solid ¢church member all his life in &
respected Protestant denomination, He was what everyone ca Hed
u good man. He never used profanity, tobacen or strong drink. |
knew of no bid habdis, Heowed maman any money.

He had a deep huss voice—had sung for years ina maleguar-
tet. He could fill an auditorivm with po smplification clear down
on lower .1 know of none who can do that today. When later ]
came into possession of a personally autographed record by
Caruso, 1 was astonished to recognize the same voioe color or
tonal guality, except in the higher range, that my father had—
although he had but litthe voice training.

That night he sang sut, with glepming eve and joyous volce,
the old hymn “Praise Him, Praise Him."” Then suddenly, a
STROKE!

I had been ordained in 1931, about 3% years nfier comversion,
I anointed and peayed for my father. 1 secieven! Me believed! |
continued praving for him throughthe night in Farm! Yet ai 940
the next morning, he died!

That was my first experience in seeing one anointed and
prayed over for healing die, Several astomishing healings had
resulted from my anointing and praying,

| cannot say | was not shaken—and | can understand how
others may be in such a case. But it #id not desiray my fairh! |
prayed, 2sking God to give me HIS USDERSTasDING!

He led me to Lhe faith chapter in the Bible—Hebrews | | —
and [ praverfully studied, There | Tound the answer, Faith is the
AsSURANCE—the pvipENCE—aof whal s NoT sEEN! Faith pre-
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cedes the requested resull. And laithis the assUrance God gives
us peeril Lhe petition is answered. Faith s sguevinG wiHat Gop
SAYE!

Adam did not believe what God told him face toface. Faith is
relying on the veracity of God—trusting that what God has
ProMsED He will perform,

A promise | have often relied on is in Psalms 37:5, Maffan
translation: *' Leaveall to him, relvon him, and he will seetait.”

Believer Relies on (Gomd's Promises

The doubter denics Godd's PROMISES, The BELIEVER relies on
them—unmiL God perfodms them,

Dod has given us Maxny PrOMISES. God promizses | Romans
Sohop . . weshill be sived by his [Jesus'] 0ire.” God promeised
salvation and evernal life through Abraham, “Now to Abraham
and his sced were the ProMsES [of eternal life | made™ (Galatians
3:16). They were repromised (0 lsaac and Jacob, Jesus Christ
came b3 CoxFIRM Lhe PROoMISES made unio the fathers ( Bomans
1 5:8). And Abraham, ™ .. . being ncd wenk in faith [as so many
are today| .. . staggered not at the PromisE of God through
unbeliel [as do many today]; but was strong in fuith, giving glory
to God; and being FuLLy PERSUADED that, what he [God] had
PROMISED, he was able also o perform™ (Bomans 4 19221,

Yei Abraham, Iszac and Jacob ™ . Call deed dn faih. mol
having received the promises . . " (Hebrews 11:13)

A minister, apparently lacking either in fuith or in UNDER-
STANDING, writes, "Case histories in the Bible, and especially
thousnnds of case histories in the present Chureh, show that Maith
wilk present in the lives of people, and God did not heal ™

| could nod vouch for the fect that Farmy was present inall such
cases— | cannot judge ot hers; only God can, The same letier gives
the following, striking home to me, in contending sgainst God's
PrROMISES 10 heal on faith; “What about the many of oir dead we
hive buried—Mrs. Loma Armstrong [the wife of my vouth whao
died at nge 75% |, vourson Dick . . . " and four others,

My answer, insimple Farrs, is thatthey, like Abraham, lsaze
and Jacob, all died 1% Pasth, not haviog received the PROMISES
YET! But in the next fraction of a second from their lows of
conscrousness indeath, THEY sSHALL Wak® Up HEALED—inthe
resurrection, amd in Gon's KinvGDos! D have fainh that in the not-
too-distant future | shallsee my Father, my first wile, my son Dick
and others this minister nomed FULLY HEALED inthe Kingdom
af Chod,
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Proclaiming the World s Only and Sare Hope!

Crod savs through Paul, *If in this life osLy we have hope in
Christ, we are of all men most miserable™ ([ Corinthinns 15:19],

Lispesrasn! God HAS PROMISED TOHE AL —on faith
andobedience!

But neither you nor | can dictate to God Aow or when He shall
do WHAT HE HAS FROMISED.

Mowhere has God promised that we shall be healed so repeat-
edly that we shall never die. My wife and my son had been
BEFEATEDLY HEALED! God says, "Forasin Adam AaLLDEE . - " (]
Corinthians 15:22). But He also promises ™ . . . soin Christ shall
il be made alive.”

You who misunderstand or lack faith, bt trust in medical
doctors, D ¥ OU NOT KNOW THAT THE OVIRW HELMING MAJOR-
TY OF THE MILLIONS WHO DIE INE UNDER THE MEDICAL
DOCTORS' CARE? Yet vou who disbelieve still have fofth fn
M.Iha

Frankly, it makes me a little indignant, gs 1 fully believe it
does the living Cunrist, to find people exalting the advances and
“pxperiise’” of medical dectors, while at the same time denying
that God's FrOMIZES are promises—discrediting faith i God,
excusing their lack of trusting Goop while they argue for trusting
M

Grod has PROMISED sabvation and eternal life on the SAME
conditions He PROMISED healing—obedience and Taith, Jesus
paid our penalty, making possible elernal Life by His shed Blood
on the cross. He paid the peaalty for physical broken faw, making
possible our Mes LiNG by His stripes (Isaiah 33:5, 1 Peter 2:24),

*Who forgiveth all thine iniguities: who healeth all thy des-
gases (Psalm 103:3). If yon can't believe the one, fow can yvonu
believe the other?

The Eternal God called me and committed to me Christ's
GREAT CoOMMISSION—{o go inte the whole world proclaiming the
world's OxLY and SURE ii0PE—the soon-coming KINGDOM OF
oy

All whom Grod has called 1o come mto His Church today—
coming oul from ameng those o the world—have beencalLED to
stand back of this worLpwipE proclamation of the seon-coming
KiNGoos—rthe Hime of LIFE afterihis fife!

Look to the Glories Ahead

Giod wants our minds 40 be lookmg Forwaro to His &G
and the glorses nhead! That's what is meant by Codossians 3:1,

=
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WHY, then, should any of us be saving toGrod, = Do it RiGHT
wow, Lord—rigHT NOW ™ or else we'll drop faith in God and
tristin Max?

God™s PROMISE (o those who died in faith, sor YET having
received the PROMISES, STANDS SURE ANDINVIOLATE!
we can’t believe that, wesimply do not belicve Cron!

I have made it plain that God's Church does nod condemn
medical or other doctors—nor sit in judgment of these who are
weak in faith and rely on Mas. Thereis much dectors camdo for us
today.

I have given the Basic PrRISCIPLE Crod does for us what we
humans cannet de. Dne could get into endless arguments and
controversy on technical specific issues of what we may goto man
for and what to rely on Goo to do. T have given the broad poide-
lines, The Chirch will encourage God's people to BELIEVE
Oi—rELY O GoD—Ito say, with the apostles. ™ ... Lord,
INCREASE OUR FAITH” [ Luke 1 7:5),

Afterwriting the above lines, intending them to be the conclu-
sion, I turned on television for a moment's relaxation. A medical
drama was on. In a beated argument betwesn two doctors
actors taking the part of doctors—one said 1o the other, angrily,
*¥ou're not a miracke worker—you're s doctor!™

Crod does not cxpect His ministers fo make vour decisions for
yiou—and God’s Charchwill not sitin judgment of vou (Fyow goto
a doctor. But Goosays one of His BENEFTTS, for which He makes
no charge, is that He offers vou the loving services of o MIBACLE
winRKER—the [ving Jesus Canrast!



t was true in 1934, and it's true now.
¥hen you read The Plain Truth. you're getting a look at
tomorrow's headlines foday. For example: even belore
the dust had settled after Warld War I, The Plain Truth
predicted the rapid recovery of Germany and Japan. Thea
coming economic (and eventual political) unification of
Europe was foreseen, as was the emergence of the
Middie East as the hub of a giant world power struggle.
Today's upset weather patlerns, food and energy shorl-
ages, worldwide racial and religious strife—all were fore-
lald years ago. Mow thesa things are happening. and The
Plain Truth is pointing out solutions to world problems
Where efse can you read tomorrow's headlines today?

RUNINRIRUIH

After 45 years,
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still ahead of its time!



THIS UNIQUE COURSE MAKES THE BIBLE LIVE!

TWELVE EASY STEPS TO

T'he Ambassader College Carrespondence Course
i unigue, 1t makes the Bible relevant and meaning-
ful o today s world conditions. Life’s most important
guestions are researched as you are directed,
step-by-step, to the clear answers in vour own Bible)

The Correspondence Course covers such wital
subpects as

* YWhy study the Bible In the space age?

* YWhy were you born? Just what & man 7

® What i death? What s "Hell"?

- 'L"'-."I‘r:-.::'. 15 ",-5._r|1|.an|:5|r_'~r_'||_;|-;_;r1 Uo=and thia

'Four Horsaman''7

* Ahat happens affer "Armageddon’’?

And much more is laid out in step-by-step detail
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BIBLE UNI]EHSTANI]ING

You |l fird these |E'=l'=l.l:h"r= sliring. sparkling with interest
Many of our stedents have written to tall us it was
diffizult to pull away From this course, once startad
You can be richly rewarded by these lessons. Thay
iead to a study that is Burpriging, exciting

Thera @re no tests to return, You evaluate your
awn grogress. And thers is absolutely no tuition,
no ohligation on your part

For all bwelve, 16-page. monthly lessons, just
write 10 Correspondence Course in care of dur
office nearest you Lessans are alzo availahble in the
French, Germarn. Dutch, Spanish, Itakan, Daresh, and
Afrikgans languages. (See last page of booklel for
addrasses. ) Send for it [H‘]FI'-,-' Yaull be GlAc you did®
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