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As a motion picture, the world
acclaimed “~THE TEN COMMAND-
MENTS."" As the Law of God some
people have loved, others have hated, and
all have transgressed THE TEN COM-
MANDMENTS. They have been cursed,
maligned, distorted, vilified, and some, by
human arguments, have tried fo “do
away with™ them.

A small few of the obedient have
experienced the BLESSINGS they can
bring. David said, 'O HOW LOVE | THY
LAW!" and called it perfect,; Paul called it
holy. just and good. Jesus honared, mag-
nified, obeyed, and commanded obe-
dience to THE TEN COMMANDMENTS.
But to most people they remain an
emigma that has never been UNDER-
STOOD.

Here (s the answer to the requast of
thousands — & book EXPLAINING
PLAINLY this inexorable LIVING Law —
soon to become the BASIC LAW of the
peaceful, prosperous, joyful WORLD
FTOMORROW!



The KEYS to Understanding

Your Bible contains the real WAY fo

peace — happiness — SUCCESS. ltisa

WAY OF LIFE based upon a spirftual LAW

that is as mowving, as ACTIVE, as REAL as

the law of gravity! It is & way ta LIVE BY
— and be BLESSED.

incrensing ot a fearful rate because among millions
of people there is practically no respect for fatw or
consitiuted authority — either that of God, or of man?
On the international scene, nations live in daily lear
because they very well know that the so-called “guaran-
tess” and treaties of peace are not worth the paper on
which they are writfen. There i85 N0 LAW — respect for no
authority — amang the nations of the world.
This ts the world in which vou live!

The Real SOURCE of Law

Men have lost all deep respect for law because they
have forgotten the very sowrce of AL law and muthority!
Your Bible savs: “There is one lawgiver, whao iz able to
save and to destroy” (Jumes 4:12), That lawgiver is
Almighty Gon.

In therr modem search for o man-devised “peace of
mind” or o “religion that satisfies,” men have rom-

GOTTEN about the great Gob who RULES this universe!

T!I!H 18 A LAWLEsSS age. Crime aml violence are
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Mo wonder some of our young people — the leguers of
tomorrow — have such a lawless attitude.

Ome of the worlds foremost educotors, before has
death, warned a group of military leaders of this very
problam, He was Dy, Rofus von KleinSmed, former Chan-
collor of the University of Southern California. He stated:
“I have ne guarrel with the present emphasis placed on
seience, but today we are paying for support of schools
which act from Beptember 1 to June 30 s if there were o
frael.”™ Dir, von KleinSmid noted the “aheence of moral
palpog™ in our _',.'l:'ml]'l nﬂ:ulﬁng From this attituds,

When you leave the true Gop oul, thers = no pesl
standard of hefeoior left. The reanlt s spivitual charos and
lawlessness and wretchedness in the fuman heart

In nearly all present-day religious denominations, the
tendeney s to try to “modernize” ond “democratize” God,
sl do away with His authority o RULE His creafion —
and vz, His creatures, There gre very few ruly “God.
fearing men™ left on earth today!

Having made their imaginative pet “god” in their own
image, men certainby do not stand in awe and deep respect
of such a “god.” They do not fear their “god.” And they
certainly do pod OBEY this creature of their own imagina.
tiom!

Yet the real MEssace of Jeswes Christ was about the
(rorl who crReATER and now RITLES this earth! His was
the God who bleszed men for obedience to His laws — and
whe punished for disobedience.

God's Perfect WAY Revealed

The Jeaus Christ of WOUT Hille u&r_’n:m |:|l‘|':|ir_'|!'|.ﬂd thie
goapel of the Kingdom of God (Mark 1:14; Luke 4:43). In
modern language, He preached the happy news of the
GOVERNMENT of God — the RULE of God, He said:
“Repent e, and belicve the gospel™ (Mark 1:15)

Before you can gincerely believe and accept Jesus
Christ as wour Savicur, and have His shed blood cover
your sing, you mesf REPENT. But repent of whet? Bepent of
srn!

What iz sin”? Despite the contradictory idess and gen
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eralizations of organized religions denominations, your
Hilde clearly states; “Sin is the transgresion of the law”
(1 John 3:4).

Sin is breaking God's spirituel Law — the Tex Com-
MaNDMENTE. That & definidely and specifically what sin is!

Hefore God will forgive your past sins, vou must first
REPENT of breaking His Law! You must learn to fear and
respect God as the Suprerne RULer of this universe — and
ag vour King and Huoler.

Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived, was inspired
to write; “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowl.
edge” {Prov, 1:7). This Godly fear is by no means a per-
sonal drewd, but a deep respect and reverence for the great
OFFICE and authority of God — for His Divine power —His
wisdan — His love.

Without fieith in such a great and gesL God, man is
HeoMPLETE Cut off from the freee God of law and order,
man & purposeless, emply, frustrated, confused.

The way oUT of modern man’s emptiness and confu-
ston may sound trite or simple to some people. But it is
real — and it woRks! It is simply that man must gut
worshiping FALSE Gons, Man must return to the God of
the Hible, the God of creation, the God who RETLES this
tniverse]

Summarizing His way to the fulfilfment of man’s
desire for a happy, abundant and purposeful Life, God
mapired these words at the end of the book of Ecclesiastes:
“The end of the matter, all having been heard: fear God,
and keep His commandments; for this is the WHoLE man”
(Eecl. 12:13, Mofadt translation ),

Man is frustrated and ineomplete without this Heing,
vital contact with God — walking His way, keeping His
commandmenis,  Obedience to God’s commandments
wiortld bring PFEACE, and FULFILLMENT and 10v fo afl fhe
nations and peopdes of his earth!

It &5 the real ANSWER to avn of our problems, indi-
vidually and collectively! Tt is the way or wre Jesis
Christ is going to teach when He retums to rule this
world! (Micah 4:2)



iz The Ten Commansmence

Do You Really UNDERSTAND
God's Commandments?

The Prophet David was a man affer God's own feart
(Acts 1122), He is used 8 a type of Christ, and will rule
direetly under Christ over the entire nation of Israsl in the
goon-coming millennium {Ezek. 37:24) when Chriet will
bring PEACE to this earth,

Dravid weote: 0 how love T thy caw! It 3 my med:-
tation all the day™ (Pealm 119:97), David stedied. and
pondered over God's Law all day leng! He learned how ta
apply it to every situation in life.

This gave David wisdorm. "Thoo through thy coM-
MAMDMENTS host made me iiser than mine enemies’
{var=a GH),

God's Law showed David the way to go — a waY oF
LIFE. “Thy word s a lamp unte my feet, and & light unto
my path” (verse 105],

Throughout this 118th Psalm, David declared how he
Ioved Grod's Law, and wsed it as his goide i Life, Dos vou?

Probably vou pon'r. This is because most of you have
been tanght that God's Law was done mirvey — or else you
simply have not realized that it & the oy real wey of fife
that would bring man happiness and jov, You haven’
realized that God's Law reveals the very nofure and cHAR-
acten of God Himself, And God commands us; "Be ve
holy; for I am hely™ (I Peter 116}

Remomber that the e Chrstions, the “licthe: fock™
of Jezus, are describid oz those, “Which keep the com-
MANDMENTA of God, and have the testimony of  Jesus
Christ™ (Rev, 12:171 And God gives this description of the
chargcter of His saings: “"Here is the patience of the saints:
here are they that keep fhe coMMaNnMENTS of God, and
the faith of Jesus" (Hew, 14:12);

If you are to be counted among God's frue saints who
will escape the seven lost plagues, vou will have to have
this Living farth — this QOREDIENT faith in Almighty
Crod through Jesus Christ living His hife in vou! You will
hove to gaderstond and keep God's spiritunl Law as
revesled in the Ten Commandments!
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In answer to thousands of requeats, and to help all of
vou come to really vnpeErRsTAND the commandments of
Almighty God vour Creator, we are publishing in this book
a series of articles explaining and expounding each of the
Ten Commandments, You should reallv sruoy this book,
look up each scrpture gquoted, Live by His Spiritaal and
Haly Law,

The ALMIGHTY God of Israel

~ To properly understand and feel the real impoct of
the Ten Commandments, let us notice the setting in which
they were given, Hemember that Moses and the Israslites
had preserved the knowledge that their God was the Cre-
ator of heaven and earth, He was the great nurer of the
earth who had brought about the Flood in the dave of
Moah, their forefather.

After the Flood, He had called out their fathers, Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob to seree Him, and through them
made promizes of national blessings to lerael as a nation
— a8 well az apivitual blissings to come through their
ultirnate seed, the Chnst, He was the God who lad Joseph
down into Egypt to make a way for Lsrasl to live through
the seven years of famine over all the earth,

After Joseph's death, they found themselves under a
Pharaoh who had net known Jeseph and whose heart was
turned againat them. They suffered cruelly at the hands of
Egvptian {askmiasters who wem now set over them and
they were treated as slaves (Exodus 1)

But now the true God, the God of Fsrael, had deliversd
them from this Egyptian bondage by fremendoms MiR-
AvpLiEs, had brought themn out of Egvpt and chrough the
waters of the Hed Sea which rose on either side of them as
4 mighty wall (Exodus 14),

Since the time they had passed through the Rod Sen,
God had begun to deal with them and o vemind them of
His laws which they may have, in part, forgotten. Before
they ever reached Mount Sinai, God erased all doubt
ubout which day was Hie Babbath by performing a series
of mirscles to vemind them of this {Exodus 16}, In Exodus
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18, Moses wis already judging the people according te
God's laws and statutes (verse 16).

MNow that they were come to Mount Sinai, Ged pro-
pased — KoT to give them a new laww — but to enter into a
covenant or agreement with them so that they would be
His special people and He would be their God whose laws
and statutes and judgments they would obey,

Singe the Ten Commandments were — and alivays
will be — God's basic spiriteal Law {Romans 7:14), they
were made a parf of this agreement between God and
Israel. Since they were His holy and spiritusl laws, He
gave them with great PowEeR, and, wlike the rest of the
covenand, wrote them with His oWy HAND.

Motice the setting in Exodus 13, God commanded the
people to clean themselves up and be ready against the
third day when He would come down to them {verses 10-
11} "And it came o pass on the third day in the morning,
that there were THUNDERS and LicaTNINGS, and a thick
cLoUD upon the mount. And the voice of the frumpet,
excesding lowd; so that all of the people that were in the
camp TREMBLED" (verse 16),

(el was here showing His power a2 the CREATOR ol
this earth as He began to speak with His own voice the
Ten Commandments! As the Creator Himssll descended
uport Mount Sinai in His glory, “The smoke thereof
pecended me the smoke of o furnace, and the whole mond
QUARER greaflhy” (verse 18},

In thie setting of great glory and magesty and FOWER,
God spoke the Ten Commandments to the peopte who
wiere fremdbiing in awe below the mountain. His voice must
have literally sfiaken these people with His power as it
pooMEn across the land like the sound of thunder (Paalm
104: 7).



FPART ONE

The First Commandment

— revealing to His people the taws of life which
bring sticcess and happiness and peace with God

alhn B0 oD bogan speaking the Ten Commandments

and with man. In this day of human reason, of agmosti-
cism, nnd of creeping sovialism, it = important to notice
that the Almighty spoke first noT ahout the "brotherhood
of myan.” but about sbedience and worship to God — the
Creator and Ruler of heaven and earflli — and the personal
Grod of those who serve and ofey Him!

“And God spoke all these words, soving, I am the
Lord thy Ged, which have brought thee out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of bonduge. THOU SHALT HAVE NG
OTHER GODS BEFORE ME" (Eaodus 20:1-3),

That is the frst, and as we shall later see. GREATEST
cormmandment. Sfedy the wording of this commandment
carefilly — and meditate on it as David did!

“I am the Lord thy God,” is a more revealing phrase
than at firat meets the eve.

The “I'" who wag speaking with such tremendous
POWER was gquite evidently the great Creator of heaven
and earth. In His very manner of appearance, He had
demanstroted His power as Creator by sending forth the
thunderings and lightnings and Iiterally spaxmec Mount
Hinai as if it were a wet dizhrag)
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The word “Lord” comes from the Hebrew YHWVH
which, @ & important o reafize, RO ONE Enows exactly
how to pronounce or spell since the vowels were nol pre
served in the Hebrew textual tradition. But the meaning
of the word is the “Eternal.” or the "self-exiastent One,” or
the “BEverliving Ome.” Thus, God was showing that the
oNE who was speaking was the Eternar Gop who has
alwaye existed!
~The true God then mentions the fact that it was He
who had brought them out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage, These [sraelites had just EXPERIENCED
that tremendous deliverance and power which God had
shown in saving them oul of national slavery!

They had sEEN God send supernatural plogues on-all
the land of Egvpt. They had sEEn Him sivike dead the
firstborn born throughout that land as His final punish-
ment! They hal SEEN the waters of the Hed Sea towenng
many stories above them as a “wall” on either side
(Exodus 14:22) as God brought them through this mighty
sea bto the other side by a supernotierad miracle!

They had sEEw and HEARD and FELT His mafesty and
rowkl a8 He sppeared to them on Mount Sinai to speak
these pery words!

Yes, they had experienced this divine, supernatural
delfverance. They were now FREE from day after day,
month after month, year after vear of slovery — of perse-
cition — of punishment, as bondmen without rights in
Egvpt. They had séen the true Gods MIGHT manifested
above the gods of Egvpt and the gods of the other heathen
nations round about. Now they krew for certain that the
Gaod of Moses really WAS Goul

“Thou shalt have no other gods before me," they were
commanded. They had now seen it demonztrated that
there was no appeal to a higher God, to any greater ds-
domt, understanding, mencsy, glory, or PoOwWER!

One thing to note is that the Hebrew word translated
“bofore” can also mean “in preference to." The Israclites,
though carnal, should hove hnown not to put anyihing én

e of the true Gomn As the Source of all fife, the Giver of
f;l': and breath, the Creator and?f_ﬂi:‘r:niaﬂ_,—.i_l mighty
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God should be serve red wnd worshiped and obeyed above
E?Emmmr in h:,u'gr_u_u_ur C o0 _earth!

THJ-E- 12 THE LESSON THAT ALL THE NATIONS AND PEO-
PLES OF THIS EARTH NEED DESPERATELY To LEARN!

If we would really serve and omey the God of the
Bible, then all troubles and wars would come to a sermech-
ing hait! But as nations and us individusls, we put not one
but maxy “gods” before the true God of creation — the
God revealed in your Bibie!

We need to repent of this and Lo guit serving FaLsE
GinsE!

The First Commandment and ¥YOL

Now that we have seen the power and might with
which God revealed Himself when He spoke the Ten Com-
mandments from Mount Sinai, bet us see how each one of
them — beginning with the first commandment — applies
to you, personalfy, For if you meke any claim to being a
Christian, remember that Jesus Christ, the founder of
Ghrmm.amw, said that vou shafl live by Every word of
God (Matt. 4:4). And certainly — through God's help —
you must walk according to the commondments of
Almighty God if you would enter into eternal life { Matt.
1171

How, then, does the first commandment apply to
wor?

“I am the Eternal thy God,” the Creator states. Js the
God of creation, the God of Terwel the God of the Bitle,
really vour God whom you serve and obey? Or have you
conjured up yeur own FaLse “god” or “gods? Or are you
falsely worshiping nccording to the “traditions of men,”
which Jesus said would cause you to worship God in vain?
(Mark 7:7.)

These are things vou need to consider!

T the Chritian, God says that He is the One who
has “brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage.” Throughout the Bible, Egvpt is used as
a type of 214, All unconverted men are held in slavery to
the organieed, poganized system of this world, and to
their own personal fusts.
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When a person & really converted, God brings him
oUT of that bondage — and he comes out willingly and
gladly!

You need to examine whether or not you have ever
really come out from the false traditions snd ways of this
world and have also repented of your own personal lusts
and sins,

God commands: “Thou shalt have no other gods
before me.” Have you put something else in Prace of God?
la your time, your inferest, vour service taken up more with
something other than the true God? What o have you
placed between veurself and the true God — sfudying His
Word, and fving by it?

God sava: "The heavens declare the glory of God: and
the firmament showeth his handiwork™ (Peabm 19:1),
Throughout ite pages, the Bible declares that God = the
real CreaToR of this sarth and of the umverse. He in
the Omne who gives life and breath to all creatures
{Genesia 1),

s

The GREATEST deception of all today is not commu-
nism or atheism, but the false, pagan dectrine of evolu.
tion! Ewolution is an attempt to explain the creation
without the Creator, It DENIES the true God and His very
nature and office! It is the very fhasiz of most of this
world’s “education™ But the wisdom of this world is Foor-
isHNEss with God (T Cor, 1:20),

In the Bible, God i revealed not only as the Creator,
but the One who sustaing and who rules His creation
mtervening in the affairs of His servants to guide and to
bless and to deliver them.

M. Armsvorg bt P
EVIDENCE OF GOD'S POWER — The Great Galaxy in
Andromeda estimated by astronomers to be over 10 million
trdlson mikes from earth.
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Learn Which Are God's Prerogatives

Dawid said: “The Lord & my rock, and my fortress,
and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom T will
truzi; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my
high tower” (Pealm 18:2). Literally hundreds of times,

T R e

——Preryour § To God with thElE things. or de you trust in
vour mien strength and in purely hupran devices?

In addition to being Creator, Ruler, and Deliverer,
God is alao our Heeler, In Exodus 16:26, God states: “T am
the Lord that healeth thee™

Diavid was nepired to write: “Bless the Lord, O my
soul, and forget not all his benefite: who forgiveth all thine
imiquities; who wEaLETH ol hy diseoses” (Paalm 1008:2.35.

It 5 God's prerogative to fead! Very fow professing
Christinns today really go to God for healing when they
are Sk

Although there may be cortain things that trained
miedien] gpecialista can and should do without intervening
with the natural workings of the body, the anly resl HEAL-
i comes from God, @fio made the human Body, and who
can infervene and cud short any sickness or disesse if He i=
asked in faith to do so, (James 5:14.) The constant. teach-
ing and example of Jesus Christ Himself throughout the
four gospels was that God i Healer.

Anaother growing facet of our modern 1ife which 1= an
ABOMINATION Lo the true God is the wholesale turning
away from prayer, from Bible study and from reliance
upon the true God in time of trouble, and instesd turning
to the new “sctence” of psychology and paychiatry for
man-made “relief,” Even our own forefathers in Britain
and America would have recognized this as idolatry.

Wil Wiswht' Pritas
MEDICAL SCIENCE — Top photo. shows assoriment of
mechanical replacernant parts for human beings. Botiom
photo, depicts another hope of sick humans — the operat-
ing tabie!
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Modern churchgoers turn to these men instead of to
their ministers oNLY becanse most of those VOTY ministars
have FAILED to Bring them inte living contact with the
crue God who fioes and rdes, and who Slesses and ofedioers
His children from every tvpe of trial. trouble and
calamaty!

Understand God's PURPOSE

In Matthew 6:9, Jesus tells us — when we pray — to
addres God as our “Father.” Throughoot the New Testa-
ment, He is pevenled a2 the one to whom we should go with
aLL of our trials and problems. Like & human Father, He
watches over His children and blesses and protects them.
He aleo chastens every son that He loves {Heb, 12:6),

From the begmning, God has been the wltimate
Father of mankind, In cresting mean, God said: “Let us
make man in owr page alber aur fikeness: and lot them
have dominion over the fish of the sea .. ." (Gen. 1:26)

Man was made in the phyvsieal image of God — ihe
outward form and ghape of God, He was given certain
responsibilities and prevogatives like God Himsell has —
given dominion or rule over all the creation on this earth.
He was given certain limited powers to make or “create”™
— 50 to spesk — new things that had never existed before
in that exact form. In this limited way, he has some of the
very abilities of God! For God plang and purposes that we
shall ultimately be ke Him — plorified as he 1= glorified!
(I John 3:2.) Man is ultimately to be born of the Spirit —
made of spirit — coMposED of spirit (John 36}, He will be
part of the spirt-born, mling famidy of Ged,

God the Father i reproducing Hemsclf! He plans that
those who overcome human nature in this life and lesm —
through the help of His indwelling Holy Spirit — to keep
His perfect laws, shall be made like Him — nony into His
very family and kingdom!

Then, after this life of growing and overcoming, affer

Wiinir Wikid Photn
CBoence seems ready 10 confer wpon us s its fimal gift the
power o erage humen bife from this planet™ — OWIGHT
EISENHOWER,
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ON THE BRINK OF OUTER SPACE AND OBLIVION —

Left, hydragen bomb explosien. Photo taken-at 12,000 feot,
approximataly 50 miles from detonation site. Cloud rose to
40,000 feet — the haight of 32 Empire State Buildings
Right, launching of second unmanned Apolio/Saturn W
space wehicle, It generated -a hfroH thrust of Tla million
poands.
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this spiritual BEsIETH, man will be able Lo exercise pre-
rogatives of God Himsell? He will b guediffed as an o adidi-
tional member of the raling Sagdom of Cod!

(If you would like a defailed, technical exposition of
this spiritual rebirth, write for our free booklets Why Were
Yoir Born? and Just What Do You Mean — Born Again?)

Yeot, even in this, science and this “covilizstion” com-
pi,:h: wth God, and therefore become FATSR "gur.‘&"!

Modirm science s trving desperately to give man
power FAR I8 BXCESE of his mental and spiritual capabi-
litkes for handling such forces! &s former President Eisen-
hower said in his firgt inaugoral address: “Beience seams
reardy to confer upon us as its final gift the power to erese
humon life from this planet.” And now — reafizing that
what they have slrendy done forebodes pEsTROCTION of
this earth — scientists ane working feverishiy to invade e
ey heaiwns!

And, here on earth, our “civilization™ continoes (s
paganized teaching that max is the ultimate judge of what
ig right or wrong and puts man completely in the place of
Gon and His laws! Whether we realize it or not, this
carnal attitude — this God-meregcriye attitude —  peor-
meates every phese and facet of our civilization
‘l.m]ay'.

What You SERVE Is Your ""God"

Most people who just go to church once & woek and
take their peligion for geanted actually don®l rn.a.]!ly know
arfuerdt worsHIE i5 They think it i something vou do once a
week in church — mod eealizing that it affects every
thowght, and wond and aefion every day of your life!

In evervthing yvou think or say or do vou either sERVE
ool — or else von serve your own luats and Satan the
devil!

The Apostle Paul was inspired to explamm this: * Know

Kb — Asshpnsacor Colpa
A LAND OF MATERIALISM — ' . . nsither is thers any
and of ther charints: Their land also s full of idols; thay
worshep the work of their own hands, that which their own
fingers have made' " [lzaiakh 2:7-0). A& typical day of elogged
congestion in a major United States city,



A BOAT IM EVERY "GARAGE' — Yechizs, spead boats,
sallbogts, catboats, skiffs, dories, dinghies, ocutriggers and
various other craft jam mooring fadilities. In this affluent
society it's not uncommon for middle class farmbes 1o own
e

by, Soboror — Ambasradn Lol

!
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ve nol, that to whom ve vield vourselves gervanis fo OBEY,
hiz gervants ye are fo twhom ye obey; whether of sin unto
death, or of obedience unto rnighteousnessT" [ Rom. &16.)

‘Thare s no suddle gragnd! You either delight in God
ancd Hig Law and =erve and ogry Him all day long — or
glee wou serve and obey your own LUSTS]

e key to thiz situation & how vou u=e your time,
For vour fime 15 yvour life! The Bible commands us to
“madeem |buy back] the time, Tor the days are eal” (Eph,
a:16:)

How much Tiue do you actually put in each week
studving and meditating on God’s Word and Law as David
did? How much time do vou spend in samest, prevailing
prevver to Almighty God? How much Time do vou spend in
digenssing the Hible with others, teaching it to your family,
writing to others words of spiritual upbuilding as well as
purety eocin] intercourse?

It ds true thot most peofessing Christians think of
their religion as just occupyving a “corner” of their lives
But in all fairness and love we say that the day will come
when vou will realize that that type of religion is Farse
refigion and falze worship!

Mozt men think far mor about pleaging ther wives
and families than they do about pleasing and serving
Almighty God, Very fow indeed would actoally be willing
Lo ferweeke their Family — i need be in order to serve and
nBEY [God.

A recent survey brought out the fact that the average
American’s life is wrapped up in hiz family, his home and
furnishings, and his car. He = tofelly concerned with the
materinl things and material people with which he has
gurrsunded himself, We don't often think of it that way
but it s a faet — and it can easily bacome a form of
IDoLATIY!

Many are wrapped up in the dops, oustoms, teaditions
and way of fife of ther particular society or profession.
More than anyvthing they want to cosroRM and be
accepied by the “group” — their particulsr crowd of
human individuals that they look up to. In nearly every
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case, of course, the ideas and practices of this group are at
todal varignee with the laws and ways of Almighty God
and with living by His every word,

“Ye adulterers and adulteresses,” God says, *Know ve
not that the friendship of this world is enmity with God?
Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the
Exemy of God” (James 4:4). Many religious “indepen-
dents” in fact make a “god” out of n pet religions idea or
theory that they have concocted — AND WHICH THEY WILL
NOT GIVE UF TO SAVE THEIR ETERNAL LIVER! Such people
often have many points of truth becauss they have
departed from the “rut” into which so many religious
denominations have fallen, but they are so filled with
apiritual pride and vasrry that they are totally unabile to
see the obviows and in many cases the ridiculous error into
which they therselves have fallen!

They have made a veritable “god”™ out of their pot
religious theory — and they serve that god zealously and
unremittingly!

What Do YOU Lack?

A young man who had kept — or thowghi he hod kapt
= all of Gods commandments came to Christ and was
wondering what he vet could do to be worthy of elernal
life {Matt. 189:15-22),

But Jesus knew that he was o wealthy voung man and
that he put that wealth before or in preference fo God —
that he would sERVE that wealth before he would first
serve Gl So Chngt tobld him to go and sell his treasure
and give to the poor, and come and be Hig disciple. “But
when the voung man heard that saying, he went sway
sorrowful: for fie had grat possessions™ (verse 22),

Like s0 many people, this young man thought he was
koeping Gods commandments when actually he was
BREAKING the first commandment by putting something
else in place of God and serving it firsf and above the true
God! He was also breaking the commandment against
covelousness, because he fusted affer and covefed that
wealth more than he worshiped the God whe made it. And
he was certainly making an IDoL out of his wealth and
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position, because Paul wes inspired to say that eov-
etousness s idodatry” (Col, 3:5)

Thus, this self-nghteous voung man  was  dinseily
breaking THREE of the Ten Commandments because of
patting another god before the trae Ceosd!

I what ig ealled the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
Christ showed] how the peoples of this world sesk after
material things and wealth and position {Matf. 6:24-32),
Jesus commanded: “But seek yve rorsr the bingdom of
Croed, and his sighteousness; and afl these things SHALL be
added unio ywou" (verse 33},

You are absolutely promused by Almoghty God every
material need -and blessing if vou will onlv seek FresT
Gods way — and worship and onEy Him!

In this hurried, confused, modern age of Tuxury, gad-
getry and wealth, this seems 30 HARD to- do! But it is a
fiving I that woRks!

You nesd to understand what 18 the most impor-
tant thing in this entire life — in vour ffe’ Do vou
kmow? Would vou believe it if Jesus Christ said so?

What is the most important thing God commands
¥ou to do?

When Jesia Christ your Saviour was asked this ques-
tien, He answered: “"Thoo shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind. This i the first and great commandment™ (Mate,
TEATA8), Then Jesus continued: "And the second i like
unto it, thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyseif, OUn these
two commandments hang anl the lnw and the propheds™
[ verrnes: 3H-4100),

O thess two commandments hangs the DESTINY of
ALL nations and individuals! IF they will opey these two
commandmonts as they sre magnified  throwghout the
Bible they will bet blessed! I not, they will be cursed snd
will bemmme weetehed i their own conlusion and frostes.
tien!

As Jesus snid, the very writings of the prophefs hang
on whether or not netions obey or disebey God's Law,
Epery prophecy written against a nation shows that God
loresaw that this natien would p1aoBsEY and turn away its
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eves from His Law snd obedience to His commandmenist
These are the fivmg fows — like the law of gravity —
that ROLE the world in which you Tive!

Learn to Love and Worship God Abowve ALL Else

Jesus said the GREAT COMMANDMENT I8 to love God
with all of vour heart and scul and mind, Yeu are to
waorship and serve God withosll of your BEING!

This s certainly & foreign concept to this confused
mcdern world where men think of God as “way off” some
where and talk in sociological terms about the “broth-
arhood of man” while st the zame time inventing greater
wespons to DESTROY all life from off this planet!

Why shorfd vou love God?

Gk is wour Creator and Maker! He gives you every
breath of air you hreeathe! God gave you every talent,
every ability, every bit of strength and gracefulness and
good looks — EvERyTHING you have,

You should worship God beeause of the beauty and
majeasty and perfection of His creation — and because He
has given you life and evervthing yvou have! Everything
pood and sweel or bemutiful that you see in vour hushand
or wife is only there becasse God pur it there — and He
has o lof more where that came from!

The repson why David was a man “after God's own
heart™ 13 underatood by reading the Psalms which he
wrote, They ave aimply FILLED with proise amd worsfilp
and adoration of Almighty God “T will extol thee, my
God, O King; and 1 will bless thy name forever and aver.
Every dav will [ bless thee; and I will praise thy name
fevever and ever” (Psalm 145:1-2), Head the rest of this
Paalm and see how Damhipa and praises God in an
intimate and loving way.

True Christians cught to love God in a personal way
because He first loved vs and gave His Son to be the
propitiation for our sing {I John 4:10). One of the very
persons in the Godhead was willing to emply Himsedf of
Hiz divinity and come down into this world of sin and
suffering te pie one of the most torturous deaths a God-
rejecting age could devise!
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[hoeen't that command vour respect, vour worship,
your LOVE?

You should love God because of Hig perfect and righ-
teous and wonderful Law — which teaches us the way to
peace and happiness. That Law revesls God's nature and
character = i based on giving and serving, not on the
gelfish principle of getting, competition or greed. As Jesus
— the personification of that Law — stated: "It & more
blessed to qive than to recelve”™ (Acts 20:35).

Whenever you think or speak or hear of anything
good or beautiful or wonderful, vou should think of Gon!
Remember James’ inspired statement: “Everv good gift
and every perfect gift s from above, and cometh down
from the Father of hights, with whom is no varishleness,
neither shadow of turning™ (James 1:17),

Because you fore Him, because vou know Hiz way i
RIGHT, because you truly worship Him, vou should mem-
TATE on God's Low and on His Word daily as David did.
You ghould study vour Bible regularly o live by EVERY
ward of Ged. You should #ray to God regularly, with
stncerity and with all yvour heart, a3 Jesus did — setting ue
an example

Whenever vou find that God commands vou in His
Waord to do something, you should immediately say: "Yes,
Lond” and not argue, “resson”™ or evade the issue sz go
many falsely professing Christians do today,

Knowing that He made vou and that vour life really
belongs do Him, you should present vour body 8 Living
BACRIFICE as God tells you to do (Rom. 12:1), You should
serve and 0BEY God with all your being — with & willing
heart — and do all in your power to prepare vourself for
and to further the work of reaching others with the mes-
aage of the soon-coming goevermment of (Fod to bring real
PEACE finally to this earth.

Your attitude should always be that of Jesus Chrst,
your example, when He was called upon to give His very
[rfe: "Moot my will, but THINE, be dome™ { Lulee 22-42),

This is what frue worship really means! This i how to
keop the first commandment, the GREAT commandment!



PART TWO

The Second Commandment

AN HAS been worshiping folse gods long enough,
M That i wHY God has pormitted mankind to come
to the very brink of human annihilation. That is
wiy the Almighty will permit man — possibly within this
decade or the next — to go through the most HORRIFYING
time of drought, famine, disease epidemics and mass
destruction by war that this world has ever seen!
But now — for those whoe are willing to heed — 1t 18
time to wake upl It is high time to become aeguotnifed
with the trae God! It is time to forsake our 1DOTA!

Every ldol Condemned

In Part I, we discussed the first commandment — the
GREAT commandment. We found that Jesus Christ baged
His entire teaching on the Old Testament — and on the
Ten Commandments, He said: “Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word of God" {Luke 4:4). The
andy written word of God at that time was the Old Testa-
ment!

In His teaching on the Mount, Jesus atatad: “Whoao-
ever therefore shall break ome of these leost command-
ments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least
in the kingdom of heaven: But whosoever shall do anil
teach them [even the [east commandments] the same
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shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven”™ {Matt
52190, Throughout the entive message callod the Sermon
on the Mount, Jesus was explaining and expounding and
magnifving Lhe Ten Commandments. He wag showing
that chis spiritual Law was a Livisg Law — like the lvw of
gravity or inertia; When you break it — if hreaks woun!
Wi have seen, therefore, that when men or nations
break the first commandment — “Thou shalt have mo
other gods before me” — they aufomatically bring an
inevitable PENALTY of sulfering and wretchedness upon
themeeives and their posterity. Men cut themselves off
from the souree of their being, from the purpose of life,
from the laies that would give them happiness, pesce and
Jjow. Men cul off from the true God are empty, frustrated
and mizerable. And whether by the awfulness of war,
personal vinlence, sickness or simply the rotting of cor-
ruptible human flesh, the witimate fate of all men cat of
from Giod is an ignominious NEATH — twith no hope op
pranese of eternal life thereafter (Rom, 6235 Rev, 21:8)
Man is incomplete, then, having cut himself off from
the true worship of the true God. Yet he is to worship that
Gon along — "Thop shalt have no other gods before me ™

The Second Commandmeant Stated

The second commandment tells us about How to
warship the true God, what pisfalls to avold in our wor-
ghip, and of the continuing blessing or penadty that comes
to sur progeny as a result of the way in which we worship
Almighty God.

"THOU SHALT NOT MAKE UNTO. THEE ANY GRAVEN
IMAGE, OR ANY LIKENESS OF ANY THING THAT 158 IN
HEAVEN ABOVE. O THAT IS IN THE EARTH BENEATH, OH
THAT I8 IN THE WATER UNDER THE EARTH: THOU SHALT
HOT BOW DOWN THYSELF TO THEM NOH SERVE THEM: For [
the Lorp [ Bternal] thy God am a jealous God, visiting the
erigquily of the fothers upon the children undo the third
ard foterth generation of them that hate me; and showing
mevey unin thousands of them that love me, and keep my
commendments” (Exodus 20:4-6).
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The natural mind of physical man eries out for some-
thing to help him in his worship of God, He wants some
physical object to “remind” him of the nvisible God —
some “aid” to worship. Yet, that is EXACTLY what s forbid-
den in this commandment!

Jiesus gaid: “But the hour cometh, and sow 15, when
the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirdf and
in &rrth; for the Father seeketh such to worship him®
(Fohn 423}, Netice that it 15 only the “true” worshipers
who are able to worship the Father in Spirit and in truth.
Many others attempt some form of worship, but because
they limit their worship by a false concept of God it is
largely in pein. "God s 8 aPiRIT and they that worship
him must wership him in spirit and i truth® (verse 24).

The mstant a man sets up any representation of God,
he denees that which is easantial in God, God &s the essence
of all Power — all wisposm — all Love. God B LIMITLESS,
When man erects a mental or physical image of God, he
automatically fimite in his owm thooght and worship the
God who will soT be bmited!

The Basis of Idolatry

Many times after roitersting the Ten Commvand.
ments, (od again warned Tsrmel against any form of idola-
try. “Ye shall make you no idols nor graven image, nieither
rear vou up a standing image, neither shall yo set up sy
image of stone in vour fand, to bow down unto it: For [ am
the Lord your God™ (Lev. 26:1). God was continually
aggingl EVERY form of ol or image used in worship.

However, lest some misunderstand, et us pause ot
this point to note the fact that God does not condemn art
or sculpture, but rather the setting up of any picture of
image or representation ‘Yo bow down wndo (LY In the
original command in Exedus 20:4.6, God = not condemn-
ing every picture and image, but the command continues,

da fatchid Moy Fvpadiieg Plisls
"THOU SHALT NOT MAKE . ., ANY GRAVEN IM-
AGE . . .” (Exodus 20:4) — Pictured at vhe laft are two
figurings of pagan gods. Today, people still break the com-
mandment against idols by having the same types of images
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"Thou shalt nof bow dowe Ehveell o them, nor sere
Eheri”

Sa it iz the use of art or sculpture az a form of worship
or "aid” to worship that God condemmne!

The real bosis of all idolatry iz that selfowilled,
rebellious man refises to SURRENBER himsaelf o warship
the true God in the way thal He commands? Not really
ENOWING the true God, then, ner having His Spint, man
thinks he nesds some “aid™ or “representacion’” o help
him worship his humanly devised concept of God. Notice
that this second commmandment i not speaking of the
pdrahip of an idol — that's forbidden m the hrst
commandment. This second commandment forbids the
use of physical "pids" or “helps” in worshiping the inpis-
phle God,

A Converted Parson KNOWS God

Mo man who really knows God as his Father —
no man who & living in daily communion with Him —
needs a picture or image to belp him o pray, Jf 8 man
thinks he needs this kind of help, it = amply because he
has not come to krow God — and undoubtedly 1= not filled
with and led by the Holy Spirit of Ged. In order to worship
God tn Spered, you must Ao the Holy Spirit. "Now if any
man have not the Spivit of Chriat, he iz none of hia” (Rom, 8:9)

But God gives His Holv Spirit only after rependance
and baplizm — and only to those who "osey Him" [Acts
2:38; 5:32). Very fow men in this day and age have truly
surrendered themselves toobey God, to walk with Him, to
let Him BULE their every thought and word and acfion
Therefore, they are not actually ceguainied with God, He
seems far off — unreal — nebulows. They meed a physical
“reminder” in front of them to help them reslize that He
exists nnd is there to hear their prayers!

This very practice proves the lack of real spiritual
worship — and it comes directly from racanmsm!

Pictures of Jesus

Thousands of professing Christiane employ represen-
Lations in pictures of & so-called Jesus Christ in their
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worship — and even disploy them in their homes. What
does your Bible say about such pictures?

Fiest of all, the second commandment itzell obvioualy
prohibite the use of anything which represents God or
could eagily become an object of worship. Certainly, sinve
Josue Christ s God {Heh. 1:8), this would directly profuf
any peture or likeness of His person!

In addition, for those who might wish to “reason” or
argue shout this point, thess so-called pictures of Christ
have ro similarity whaterer to the way Jesus Christ really
looked! Jesus — when in the human flesh — was a Jew
(Heb. 7:14). The features in His supposed pictures are
obviously HOT Jewish!

Ax the Word of God, Chrst inspired the Apostle Paul
to write: “Doth not even nature itselfl teach you, that, if a
man have leng hair, it is 4 sHaMme unto him?” (1 Cor,
11:14.) Yet, these pictures invariably show a man with
long hair, soft feminine festures and a sentimental, sancti-
monious look i His eyes.

Thiz is #oT the Christ of vour Bible!

Actually, Jesus was undoubtedly very mascufine in
appearance. As a young man, He was a carpenter — work-
ing out-of-deors, And He contmued spending most of His
time out-of-deors even during His ministry.

Josus” fece must heve had & rugged, sunbuorned
appearance, He was not womanizsh in appearance, but
rather had snorT HaE like a man. He did not have hean-
tiful, arigtocratic features, but az He inspired Isaiah to
describe His human appearance: "He hath no form nor
comeliness: and when we shall see him, there i no beauty
that we should desire him™ (lsa. 53:2).

Ag a human being, Jesus was a normal, healthy, per-
haps somewhat rogged looking young Jew in Hs early
Ehirtes, who with esrnestness and conviction preached the
messayre of God's soon-coming kingrom or RULE over Lhis
earth,

However, if we think of Jesus' appearance at all, we
ghould think, in general terms at least, of the way He looks
tasday, He has descrlsed this for us in Revelation 1:13-16.
"Hiz head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as



4 The Ten Commandments

snow, and his eyes were as a flame of fire., .. and his
countenance was &5 the sun shineth m hiz strengih™

As very God, Jesua’ face now shines with radiance and
with POWER. As a human being, you would mof dore fo ook
directly Info it/

So these crucifizes, pictures and images of Jesas are in
TOTAL OFPOSITION to every description given of Him in the
sacred Word of God] They give & FALEE imprission of the
true Jesus Christ in every respect,

Marny will claim they do not worship these pictures or
imagez. Perhapz =0, But this false picture and false con-
cepf of Christ undosabtedly comes into their minds guite
often when they think of Christ or prav. These false pic-
fugres and statues actually come between them and Chriat
They separate the worshiper From Christ!

If won ues such images or pictures of Christ, vou are
BREEAKING the second commandment! And vou are greatly
limiting your concept of the living Christ — who now sits
glorified ar the vight hand of God in heaven with His face
shining like the sun in full strength)

[For adeditional information on this point, request our
frew reprint articles “Should We Use Pictures of Chriat?”
and "Did Jesus Have Long Hair?™)

Idolatrous Church Festivals

The human individuals and denominations of this
world have devised many wrong methods of worshiping
Almighty God. Jesus warned the people of His day against
their human religious traditions: “Howbeid in vais do
they worship me, teaching for dootrines the commanid-
mien s of mers For living aside the commandment of God,
v hold the tradition of men, " (Mark 7:7-3),

Many of vur “traditional” religious holidays in this
Western world are divectly conpEMNEDR by the Bible!
They are condemped not only because they were directly
borrewed from paganism, but because they involve 1pona-
Thovs practices and concepts, Just az an idol does, they
Eive a FALSE concept of God and of His plan.

For instance, the name “Easter” @ borvowed direct Ly
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from pacanisM! If isa name of an idolatrous pagan god-
dess. [t s nowhere commeanded in the Bible, and the early
New Testament Church never obgerved it!

But the practices and ideas associated with Easter
ohservance — (he Easter bunny rahbits, the eges. the hot
crnas hung — all these come from paganism and are sym-
bolz of idolatroas sex worship condemned by your Bibie,
For full proof of this, write immediately for our free book-
let. The Plain Truth About Eoster,

In the same manner, the observance of Chrstmas, a2
the birthday of the Son of Guod, is also s pagan, idolatrous
featival borrowed directly from heathenism! Ag with Eas-
ter, Grod nowhere commanded the obeervanes of Christ-
s and it was never observed by the original apostles or
their immediate followers in the true Church of God.

Any encyclopedin or Bible Dictionary will verify the
fact that Christ was not borm anywhere near the time of
December 25th, And even if He were, we are nowhere
commanded to observe the date of His birth — but rather
the time of His death commemorated by the Passover
celebration. The December 25th date = taken from an
idalatrous pagan festival of sun worship. The traditional
Christmas troe, the Yule log, the holly wreaths, and kisa-
mg under the mistletos — all were borvowed from hea-
thenism and used in & pagan religious orgy dedicated to
the sun-godd. And the wdéa of Santa Clans — osrviginally a
vile and sinful man — i8 a direc! Lig that parents tell
children every year. It i ¥oT juet 3 a “white lie” in the
gight of Almighty Cod! Wrte for our free booklet The
Plain Truth Abowt Christmas for a full explanstion of
these pagan syvmbaole.

Both Chnstmas and Esstér — and other traditional
relinous hobidays in our Western world — give a PALSE
picture of Almighty God and His plan, Space permits only
a brief summmary of these concepts,

For instanos, Christmas pictures a "little Lord Josia™
beld in Hiz mother's arms away in o manger somewhere
The emphasis is on a purely sentimental attachiment to
the belpless person of & baby bov, the trading of presents
back and forth between friends and relatives, the deceitful
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eymbol of “Santa Claus™ for the unsuspecting children,
and a time of homan ey and revelry, The troe MESSAGE of
Christ — of His fows, His woys, His soon-coming govern-
ment on this sarth — oll are forgotten in this time of
human mermment, Hather than the troe picture of Christ
sitting ab the right hand of God — His face shining like the
sun in greal FOWER, waiting (o return ahd RuLE thiz earth
with a md of iron — the participants in the Christmas
celebiration are left with a picture and concept of a helpless
little bmby in its mother's arms.

Therefore, such bumanly devised religious festivals
give & false pictre of Almighty God — and this 1=
IDOLATEY!

Worshiping Systems and Institutions

One of the most commeaon Torms of modern dolatey is
the making of an idol out of one’s church or society, For
many people, this world's sociely — its dictates, customs
and traditioni — becomes a literal “god.” Many people are
desperately  afraid of doing anything that might be
reparded ag different or “odd.” They feel they must cox-
poRM to this world and its ways.

But God commands: “Be sor coesformed Lo this
workd: Hut be ye transformed by the renewing of vour
mind " [ Hom. 12: 2], Thes eommand must seetn very hard to
ohoy for poople who pet to thinking that other people
must bee right in what they think and do and practice.

The Bible shows that many people - Jesos’ day
FAILED in their worship: “For they love the prase of men
more than the praise of God™ (John 12:43)% If vou biedly
obey the dictates of your family, your church ar sociely
instead of the direct commands of Godd, you are guilty of
inoLATRY. That group or institution becomes an 1DOL To
vou-in place of the true God!

Even rifuafism in a church service is a dangerous
thing, for however refined the ritualism of gome institu-
tions may be, it beging and ends in the physical senses of
human man — and & ¥or a valid substitute for the troe
worehip of God “in Spivit."”

The Bible directly warns that people of our day would
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be, “Having a form of godiiness, but denying the PowER
thereof™ {11 Tim. 3:5)

The true God s the invisible, Eternal Creator and
Ruler of the wniverse. How should vou worship Him? He
answers: “To this man will T beok, even o Sim that s poor
ard af @ contrite spinid ard TREMBLETH of my ierd
{I5a. 662},

You must worship God mirrerey — and with a
humble and wslling heart. Yoo must study God's Word —
willingly be corrected by it — and TREMBLE before its
authority over your very life! With & heart proven to be
submissivee through repentance and obedicnce, you must
pray to God in hesven many hours cach weel on your
knees and in silent prayer ss yvou go about your daily
tasks, YWou must come to know and love Him as your
“Father.”

As Enoch and Moah and Abraham did, vou misg
learn to “walk with God” — and be in constant and
ineresging communion and vieldedness to Him throwghout
every day of your life. Then — gurided by His Spirf — von
will never even begin bo congider using an image or sol or
picture as an “aid” to prayer and worship of the grest
sovereirn RULER of this universe, and your personal
Fuatier in heaven.

A Solemn Waming and Promise

Wi have seon that God forbids the making of any
image or idol to represent Him: “For 1 the Lord thy God
am a jealous God, visiting the mguity of the fathers upon
the children unto the thind and fourth generation of them
that hate me; and showing mercy unto thousands of them
that love me and keep my commandments” (Ex. 20:5-6),

Because God is our Father, He s lovingly zealous for
our eternal welfare. He is seaLovs over us in that He will
not countenance the worshiping of false gods by His chil-
dren. This, of course, 15 for our own good!

If we persst in an dolotrous and vain form of wor-
ghip, God sayvs He will visit our iniquity upon our children
and grandchildren and great-grandchildren. There are
many ramifications to this statemeant and principle
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But there is one obvious direct meaning in thiz con-
text. I, in worship, men put an idol, image or something
else in place of God and eome under the imfluence of that
falae worship, then they are not only harming themselves
— hut their cldldren and grandehildren! The principle =
that their rarse idea of worship will be transmitted to
their children — demaging and wrecking their fives and
happiness!

It iz s zolemn and terrible thing thus to pass on fo
soutr children s PALSE coNcEPTION of God. Tt 12 one of the
most AWFUL things a man ¢an dol

Baut together with this sarning, God gives a mereciful
prommise to those who are willing to worship God a5 He
coMMANDS, In their case, He is a loving and merciful God,
"Bhowing mercy unte thousands of them that love me,
and keep my commandments.”

Here 15 a remarkable contrast God only ssits the
indquity to the third and fourth generations before inter.
vening with merciful punishment and awakening to truth.
But He shows merey unbo the thogsondth generation!

God calls men into His own immmediate spiritual pres-
ence — to worship their Creator directly. Men can come to
really know the great God of the universe as their personal
Father. They can daily walk with Him, folk with Him.

Whenever a man stops short of that fce-to-face wor-
ship of the Etermal God, he iz working ruin in his own
charncter — Breaking the Commandment of God,

This is the meaning #and force of THE
SECOND cOMMANDMENT.



PART THREE

The Third Commandment

fairly recent poll of 1500 college students showed that

they had two sets of values toward which they pro-
femsed mllegiance: the first level, towards self, famddy and
friends; the second level, to mankind {in general) and
{Fened.

It s notable that God was least regorded by these
“educated™ young people! Yet in this same poll, 90 percent
of those questioned indicated a befief e Chod.

This prevailing spiritusl lethargy ond passive disre-
apect toward God — and toward the grest MAGNITUDE of
His office and power — @5 indicitive of @ growing trend
even among churchgoers and professing Chirstians, People
Ik g ferdle erbrnpid religion and Crod, but they do not stand
in awE of His position and His name,

Amnid this apiritual cancer has within it the seeds of the
pESTRUCTION of our western civilization!

r Goo really first in your personal life? Results of

The Third Commandment Stated

In discussing the first and second commandments, we
found that we must guard against making a “god” out of
anyihing — and putting it in place of the true God. And
we learned that God commands us to worship Him
directly — to walk with Him, to talk with Him, to really
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Exow and worship Him in spirit and truth — and to avoid
using any image, picture or physical ohject to “remind” us
of the great Creator as an “aid" to worship.

The third commandment deals with God's name, His
n,lﬁlm. His posifion as the great sovereign muLer of the
universe:

“Trou $HALT KOT TAKE THE NAME OF THE Loko THY
GoD IN VAIN; FOR THE LORD WILL NOT HOLD MIM GUILT-
LESS THAT TAKETH HIS HAME 1N VAIN" {Exodus 20:7).

In the Bible, personal names have 8 meaning. The
original Hebrew name of Abram was changed to Abraham
— for Abraham mesns “a father of many nations,” And
Abraham was destined to become just that — "a father of
many natkons” (zen. 17:5)

Hooit s owith Crod,

God's Mame Rewveals the Kind of God
You Waorship

Every nwme or title of God reveals some attribute of
the Divine charecier In studying God's Word, we learm
new facts about God's nature and character with each new
name by which He reveals Himself, In other words, God
rceres Himsell afed He ds!

If men use the pamre of God in o way which denies the
true meaning and chareeter of God, they are prREARING
the third commandment,

God declares through Tsaiah; “Henr ve thas, O house
of Jaceb, which are called by the name of Israel, and are
come forth out of the waters of Judah, which swear by the
name of the Lord, and make mention of the God of Israel,
biit net an truth, nor in nghteowsness™ {1za 43:1). People to
whom this prophecy applies gsze the name of God, but fail
ta abey the revelation of God contained in His name.

And shocking though it may be, many religious people
repeat over and owver the name of God i sermons or
pravers. They are taking God's name I8 vAIN — Lo no good
e or purposs)

The original command says: “The Lord will not hold
him guiitfess that taketh his name in vain,” The Hebrew
word here rendered “puiltless™ may also be transiated
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“oloan” — “the Lord will not hold him fo be clean thai
taketh his name in vain." The fes? of spiriinal cleanfiness
o dthe atfitede of o man to the vamE of God! A man is
clean or unclean aceording as he uses the name of God in
truth — or for vanety.

Do you realize what this mesns? It certainly indicates
that a man 8 better off whio — becnise of sineere religious
doubts — has dropped the name of God out of hiz vocabu-
lary, than i a professing Chnstian who i alwnys falking
abopd God continually, but pEMyiNe HiM in his daily
life:!

The IMPORTAMNCE of God's Name

By the Lords praver. we are instructed to "hallow™
God's name. And the third commandment with which we
are dealing has directly fo do with showing the proper
respect for the nome of God, One of the fm great pornds of
God's eternal spintual Law is devoted to this very thing!

First of all, however, let ug make it clear bo thiose wha
may have been misinformed on the subject that rever
encing od’a "name” does NoT mean trying to speak
Hebrew or Greek or learning to pronounce God's name i
the original Biblical languages! There are certain sects
which make a great matter out of this Some ¢laim that
"Jehovah™ 15 the Father's name. Others claim that it is
“YWahwah,” others “YWahvah," and others wse still different
varations. The truth of the matter is that sinee all admit
that the Hebrew vowels have not been preserved, no one
Enomrs {‘:H.Hl.'.r.l.j ki this Hebrew name of God ahodld be
pronounced! (For proof that “Ged” s the Father's name,
request our free reprint article titled "The Unknown
L.:-D'Et.“]'

Drescribing the significance of one's nane, Moulton-
Milligan's Vecabudlory of the Greck Testamend states: "By
o usage smilar to that of the Heb. ... [enoms “name)
comes 10 the M.T, to denote the character, name, author-
Ei':.r al thu= person inddacnbed™ I:_p. 451, italies in -r:-rigin&l.b.

.AL'sl:_l, |:|I1r.|. ANMEN TTadKDE ir.rl |:||:'|r1_|:|nl'.. Gl:lld Himzalf i.I:l.E]:li:I‘Ed
Danial and Ezra to use the Aramaic word for God in nine
chapters of the Bible which they wrote in this lanpuape,
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nnd the New Testament writers all were inspired to use
the Crreek words for deity,

The real importance of the matter, of course, les not
in the phonetic sound which is used to describe God, hut in
the MEANTNG which His names convey!

Thiza, this respected authority on Biblical linguistics
clearly shows that one's Ramie signifies one’s ofice,
gruthority and especially one’s character. The names of
God show ua what God is like — Hhey repeal His cHARAC-
TER!

Do wou really xsmow what God is like? Do wou
rEsFECT His various afices and Hizs name as vou should?

Turn to your Bible and check uwp!

God's Nature and Character Revealed

“In the beginning God creatid the heaven and the
earth” (Gen, 1:1). In this very first verse of the Hible, God
reveals Himself by the Hebrew name “Elohim.”

There s one God — but maere Han one member n the
Godhead, or God family! This same word, “Elohim,” 12
weed in Cenegis 126, "And God [Elohim] said, Let vs
make man in oUR image, after oUR likeness." Here € is
clearly seem — in context with the passage itsell — that
maore than one person shares the neme of God —"Elehim.”

From the New Testament, this is made clear by its
revelation that God the Father créated all things by and
through Jesus Christ — who was with God and was God
frem the beginning (Johe 1:1-14; Eph, 3:9).

In this passayge, therefore, it is revealed that God is
maore Phan one person — God the Father and the “Word™
or Spokesman, who later became Jesus Christ when horn
into the human fesh. This Father-Son relationship shows
that God is & FaMiry. And the way the word Efnfum s
used in these early passages in Genesis and elsewhere
certainly indicates that God s the creating ingdom or
Ffamily! Interestingly, ELOHIM iz plural in form but is
used either singular or plural depending on the context,

Godd, by wirtue of being Creator, 2 also the ®ULER over
Hix creation, We find that immediacely after creating the
first man and woman, God gave them both a blessing and
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a commgnd: Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the
earth, and subdue it™ (Gen. 1:28), ¥Yex, the true God &
RuLer — and you should shey Him because He made vou
and gives vou every breath of air vou breathe!

In dealing with Abraham, God sometimes calls Himelf
“El Bhaddai,” which means "4 imgghty God.” So God ia the
sotiree of all power! Hiz name should be revered, because it
gtands for the One whoe i the eource of all power, all
might, and all AUTHORITY.

The name most eommonly trinzlnted “Logn™ in the
(Md Testament ia transzlated from the Hebrew lotters
YHWH, sometimes pendered Yahweh or Yahveh The
original Hebrew word means the “Eternal” or “Self-Exis-
temt Che.” The word 18 both waed and defined in Geneses
21:33. "And Abraham planted a grove [tree — eshel in the
Hebrew] in Beersheba, and called there an the name of the
Lord [YHWH], the cverfacting God.” Thia Hebrew word,
often transiated “Jehovah™ in some of the revised versions,
shows God's charscter as the Bver-Living God and is used
to show His everlasting offfce in a covenant relationship
to those whom He has created,

Crod has glwaws existed and will alwoyvs exist to corry
out His blessings, His promizes, and His covenant with His
people! Our God is the Eteral — the Sell-Exstent One,

God's Name Connected With His Attributes

Throughout His Word, God's name is connected with
His attributes — His power, Hir eternal existence, His
meroy, His faithfulness, His wisdom, His love. Motice how
the prophet David connects God's wame with His cremtive
prewer; Y0 Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name m all
the earth! who hast set thy glory above the heav-
ens .. hen | consider thy heavens, the work of thy fin-
gers, the moon and the stars, which thow hast ordained;
What B man, that thow art mindful of him? and the som of
man, that thou visitest him?" (Paalm S:1-4.)

Herve Guodd is pictured as setting His "glory™ adove. the
feavens. Then David procesds to show that Cod has
CREATED the heavens, the earth and man. No wonder
God's meme wnd office are to be respected!
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In Paalo 8:2, David writes: *1 will be glad and rejoice
in thee: T will sing praise to thy same, O thou most High,"

Now notice why David will sing praises to God's
name: "When mine enemies are turned back, they shall
fall and perish af thy presence. For thou hast maintained
my right and my cause; thou satest in the throne judging
right” {verses 3-4}, David prassed God becmase God was his
PROTECTOR and REDEEMER, God was the great omnipotent
rowER to which Dhavid turned for help in the time of nied|
He worshiped and proesed God for this: "And they that
know thy mame will put their trust in thee: for thoo, Lord,
hast not foreaken them that seek thee" (verse 101].

Motice the fiffes or attributes David ascribes to God in
Paalm 18:2: “The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and
my deliverer; my (God, my strengéh, in whom 1 will trust:
my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and mv figh
forver.” David worshiped the iving God who protected,
delivered and savED him from every trouble and calamiiy!

The prophet David, whom Ged loved and used, did
wor think of Him as an “inner-presence” or “idea” or
God who had gone “way off* somewhere and didn't swper-
naturally infervene in the affairs of this earth and His
peaple. Rather, these titles that David under inspirstion
applies to (iod, reveal Him as a living, vital, active RuLER
over His creation and as the profector and sustoiner of
those who serve Him!

In the 46th chapter of lsaiah, God describes His
omnipotence and how He has created ALl things: “1 form
the fight and create dorkness; | make peace, and create
epil: | the Lord do all these things™ (verse 7). Then God
procesds to show how He has raized ap various men and
nations fo do His uld,

He tells the nations: “Assemble vourselves,” amd
dares them to produce any other God who has the power
that He does, Then He declares: "Look unto me, and be ve
saved, nll the ends of the earth: For T am Gon, and there is
none else, T have sworn by mysell, the word has gone owt
of my mouth in ghteousness, and shall not return, that
unto me EVERY knee ghall bow, every tongue sholl
sienr” (verses 22-235
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Here the true God shows He is the One men Must
worship and cbey! No wonder we are 1o reverence amd
Aheellour His name!

Abusing God's Name

Perhaps many don't fully realize it, but this earth &
literally FiLeeEn with men and women who abuse the name
of Almighty God in many different and varving wavs! It is
time to REPENT of taking the very NaME of our Creator
and God in - vaie!

Men and women from every facet of our society have
begun to think that it i "cute” or the popular thing to do
to swear by Gods name or invoke His name in some onth
of condemnation. In the United States, and elsewhere,
actard and actresses have for years parroted caths of pro-
fanity which are inserted by the playwright seemingly
only for the purpese of “entertaimng” the audience by
using God's nane in a vain or frivoleus manner, Now, even
the motion pictures are ingserting more and more profanity
into their seripta. But the true Gon is not going to stand
for this very much longsr! Thie very thing is one of the
many ressons why He is soon geing to PUNIEH our so-
galled “Christian” natione with the prestest national
punishment that has ever been meted out to any peoples
in nll eurth’s history!

In our everyday speech, many of us are damning the
very name of sur Creator and our God! We are using our
hreath to curse and deme the name of the very One who
givee us our life and the very bresth with which thess
individuals curse His name!

An expréssion tsed with terrible feequency s ashking
Gowd to “idlamn® someone. Poor men and wealthy men alile
give rendy tongue to this vile oath — and often think they
are proving their “manhood” or getting away with some
thing by doing it! Yet it would be hard to find any normal
human being anvwhere who would like to see this phrass
carried out with respect to his fellowman in all of =
terrible meaning. This expression & trifling with the name
of our God — asking Him to do something which He has
nevar intended to do,
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God mEVER "dambex]” a man in the way men seem to
think! This idea is an awful seresy! God's work is the work
of safvation, and God will deprive oo man of semal life ex-
cept that man by his ceem volition and will rejects Gaod's way.

The false wdea that God arbitrarily “damns" men s
being thrust into the minds of men by their own profanity
of langusge. 1t = o desphenois assertion, and it i='a libel
upen the very nature and character of God Himself! God's
Waord thunders His warning againat this into our ears
tocday: “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God
in vain™!

A gimilar form of taking God's name in vain = the
habit of 80 many in some sections of sockty to bl stories
in such & way that the name of God B made use of in s
light and frivolous manner, Such stories should be
shunned ag men should shun the fire of hell! People using
the name of their God in such a frivolous manner are
robbing themaslves of that deep sense of veneration and
reverence for God without which there is no real worship
in spirit and in truth.

God says: ~To this man will I look, even 1o him that s
poor and of a contrite spirit, and TREMBLETH at my word™
{Isa. $6:2), The very same tfhing may be said about the
deep respect and godly FEAR we should have for God's
name — which directly represents God's charecter, His
Word, and His purposes.

Should ¥You Swear?

Men today are accustomed not only to profane swair-
ing and inveking God's name to back up their saths, but
alen many legal ceremonies in seme lands invoke the name
af God in a form of sweanng or an oath.

Jesus Chrest sand: “"But | say unto you, swear nod af
all: neither by heaven; for it is God's throne; nor by the
earth: for it i his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it s
the city of the great king™ (Matt. 5:34-35),

God’s name is so0 sacmed and HOLY that we are com-
rmanded not to involee it 0o back up our words or our cath?
Fortunately, the American nation was founded by men
who read their Bibles and made great allowance for reli-
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pions liberty and freedom. Therefore, sven though many
public officials will, on occasion, ask you to vaise vour hand
a4l “pwear,” they all realize that provision has been marde
0 that you can employ the word “sffirm” inatead of
sWeAring,

And actually, as we should all know, the simple affie-
mation or formal word of o God-fearing Christian is far
maore 4 be relied upon than fen Srousend onths given by a
liar on the witness stand! The travesty of some few bys-
nessmen, politicians and even college professors taking
God's name in vwn on the witness stand in this manner
barars ample proof of this statement!

Religious Titles to Avoid

Bpeaking of uging certain expressions as o religious
title, Christ said: “And call ne man your folber upon the
earth: For one is your Father, which & in heaven™ {Matt.
23:9). Although there is a fagrant and obvious abuse of
this command in some large religious organizations, this
statement of God's Word 1= clear to anyone who wishes to
obey it

Our only spirtual “Fuather® is Gob! Any apphication
of this word az a religious tithe to @ man s simply o direct
blasphemy against the Creator whe has made all men —
even the weak, cormaptible human beings who impudently
take to themselves and falzely assume that which is a
dmvine title.

Of course, we showld call our human parent “father™
g Grod Himeelf does in the Fifth Commandment.

Another common misuse of the divinge name is the
application of the term "Reverend” to any humen being —
be hie a minister or othérwise, For God applies this title to
Himazell alone: “He sent redemption unto hiz people: He
hath commanded his covenant forever: Holy and reverernd
t2 Hig moame" {Paalm 111:9),

"Heverend"” means aomeosne o be revered — someone
wortfy af worsHiE! Mo mortal mon s worthy of such a
tithe! Even so great a servant of God as the Apostle Paul
himsell was inspired to write: “For [ know that in me {that
is, in my flesh), dwelleth ¥o coop THING" (Rom. 7:18).
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Ay man who thinks he s worthy of worship — or
deserves the title “Reverend™” — is someday going to have
to REPENT of freaking the third commandment!

The Most Common Sin of Al

In teaching His disciples, and us as Christians, how to
pray, Jesus Christ set forth the right manner of approach
to Almighty God and the atfitude of reverence in which
we should hold His office and His name. In the opening
phrases of what is commonly called “The Lord's Prayer,”
cir authorized translations of the Bible give whal & most
probably a false punctuation,

Alter the invocation, “Our Father which art in
heaven™ — the approach of the man to God — there are
three requests linked together, and then a sentence follow.
ing which conditions all thres, and not the last one only.
The correct rendering would be as fallows: “Oor Father
which art in heaven, thy name he hallowed, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth.” The
phrase, “ss in heaven, so on earth,” has reference not
merely to “thy will be done,” but to “thy kingdom come,”
and to “hallowed be thy name,”

These thoughts contained m what is called the Lords
prayer — the hallowing of God’s name, the coming of Hiz
kingdom, and the doing of His will — are simply differant
phasesz of the same hing, For a man hallows God's name
by submission o His kingdom and government, and by
doing His will and obesing His Eaws,

Simply halding the phonetic sound of God's name in
reverence ia only a small part of fulfillment of the third
commandment.

Jezus asked: “And why call ye me Lovd, Lord, and do
woT the things which I say?” { Luke §:46.) Praver withoui
nlwrdience 18 a subtle form of BLASFHEMY!

The supposedly religions peaple who talk about reli-
gron and God but REFUSE to obey His Word and His Law
are guilty of greater sin than the man who admittedly goss
his own way of the Hesh and at least refuses to prefend
nfhernse,

The aveoecrizy of religmus denominations and reli-



The Third Commanidioge LL!

gions people is infinitely worse than the profanity of the
gtrect, Praise offered to God which is counterncted by
refeliion against His wayvs and His lwws s certainly blas-
phemy — and it is taking the nome of God in vain!

A mun or minister that preaches and prays with
eloquent lips and besutiful sentences and devotional aigi-
tude, but then goes home 1o break the least of God's
Commandments (Matt, 5:18), thal man BLASPHEMES
when he pravs! But even if he deceives the world, fe never
drveies Crod!

If o man takes the name of God for verdty, if Eih
and unguestioning obedience is not behind his worship, ke
Bad better not worship at all!

And let us note at thiz point — as we have already
implied — that a man who frvolously or vainly uses the
name of Jesus Christ ts also breaking the third command
ment. For Jesus Christ 2 Gon. For the Apostle Paul was
ingpired to write in Hebrews: “But unto the Sen he saith,
Thy throne, O Gom, 1= forever and ever” {(Heb. 1:8). 50 the
throme and the office and the SAME of Tesus Chnst must be
respicted and reverenced!

Asin the case with the Father, Christ's name repre-
sents His eharmecter and His geeat office ag our Saviour, sur
Head and our coming King of kings, Fer God the Father
has given Christ & name, “far above all principality, and
power, and might, and dominion, and eoery KAME that is
named, not only in this world, but also m that which is (o
come” [Eph, 1:21).

But the man whio professes with his lips to honor God
the Father and Jesus Christ His Son, and yet denies the
will of God in his life, & committing a far greater cRIME
ngninst God than the man who openly Blasphemes and
makes w0 profession of honoring God! The most subtle and
awlul form of breaking the thind commandment is that of
religiots BY POCRIST.

Speaking of the "religionists™ of His day whe refused
complete abedience 1o the will and Law of God, Jesus
declared: “This people honoureth me with their lips, but
their heart 15 far from me, Howbeit in vam do they wor-
ship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of
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men” (Mark 7:6-7), In like manner, many today profess
God with their lips but their worship 8 vam!

"Not everyoné that sayeth unto me, Loed, Lord, shall
enter inte the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth fhe
witL of my Father which s in heaven'™ {Matt, 7:21}),

May God grant vou the willingness to osey the will
and Leee of vour Creator! May you learn to worship Him
in Spirtd and in gt Moy vou learn to donor and reces
ence His great same — for it represents His creative
power, His wisdom, His faithfulness, His love and bindness
and patience and infintte merey. It represents the charac-
fer and office and dignety of the great Gop who sits nt the
controls of this entire universe!



PART FOUR

The Fourth Commandment

¥ WERE you born? What 15 the “meaning of your

‘E‘; life”? What is the true coaL of life — and what

are the Laws of hife by which thed gosi ¢can be
attained?

How much TiME do vou spend each week in consid-
ering these most importont questions in all of life?

Muost people are so busy with the day-to-day cares of
making ends mest that they devote almost no Bee of all
io the spiritual issues of life. [T questioned about Bible
study or praver, most people reply that “there just isn't
encugh time” for these religious activities.

Because he 1= so0 engrossed with his job during the day,
ancd with television, movies. paries and eports in the eve-
mings and on weekends, the average American B fodully
LACKING in even a radimentary knewledge of his own
religious beliefs. And he is chidishly wexnoranT of the
fundamental truths of the Bible — s0 much so that a
gurvey showed that the average American = unable even
to reme the four gospels correctly!

Crod seems “way off” to him. The Bible = “for old folls
nngd preschers” to resd and understand. Yet, be proclaims
that he “hopes Lo do betier™ someday,

The big gquestion ks — WHERT When will be take the
TinME o really get too ko God? When will he take time to
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study hie Bible, to pray earnestly to the Creator as his
Father, to medifate on the laws and purposes of life?

For most people, the trie answer will prebably be
“MEVER" — unless they learn-to obey the fourth command -
svend of Almeigfity Croad! Obedience to this little-undemstoond
commandment iz & POWERFUL factor in bringing the hives
of men and women close o the Creater God — and to His
blessings and direet guidance.

The Fourth Commandment Stated

In the firat three sections of this booklet, we discussed
the provalent sin of putting another “god” in place of the
true God, We learned that God commands us to worship
Him directly — and to svoid using any image, picture or
physical object to “remind™ us of the great Creator, or as
an “ad" to worship, And we were warnid sgainst the oaim
uie of the NAME of Almighty God, which stands for His
position, His charocter, His power, His ofice as the great
RuLer of this entire universe.

The fourth commandment completes the first section
of the Decalogue which deals with man's relationship to
CGrod., It provides for the perpetual observance of 2 3168 of
the relationship bebween God and man.

"HEMEMEER THE SARBATH DAY, TO KEEP IT HOLY. 51X
DAYSE SHALT THOU LABOUR AND DO ALL THY WORE: EUT
THE SEVEMTH DAY [5 THE SARBATH OF THE Lorn THY
Gon: in of bhon shalt not oo any work, thow, nor By son,
nor thy dogghter, thy manservont, nor thy maidservant,
nar thy eatile, ror thy stranger that s within thy gates: for
in siy dave the Lord made heaven and earth, the zea, and
all that in them iz, and rested the seventh doy: wherefare
the Lord blessed fthe sabbaoth day ond halfowed "
{Exodus 20:8-11).

This command s, in 168 wording, the longest of any of
the ten. It is placed, protectively as it were, in the very
miielst of the Ten Commandments. Yet, sad to say, it is the
one command about which men “reason™ and argoe most
and which they would most quickly tear asunder and try
to separate from the rest of God’s Law.

MNotice that it starts oul with the injunction to
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“remember,’” This very statement proves that the Sabbath
command was already understood by God’s chosen people
and that, in incorporating it as part of His basic apiritual
Law, God was peminding them of a command of which
thev already had knowledge.

“Remember the Sabbath day to KERP it holy." You
cannot “keep” eold water hot! And morial men cannot
make anyibing holy. Therefore, to fully grasp the signifi-
cance of this Divine command, we need to learn @ho made
the Sabbath day holy and when!

Jesug said; “The Sabbath wis made for man, and oot
man for the Sabbath: Therefore the Son of man is Lord
also of the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27-28). Notice that Jesus
zabl the Sabbath day was “wiade” Whatever was made
has a Maker.

Mote also that Jesus did Mot say that the Sabbath
was made for the Jew, but for May — for all mankind in
other words, Then He stated that He — Christ — is
“Laord™ of the Sabbath, In this atatement, He claims to be
— ol the destroyver — huat the Lond of the Sabbath,

I Hiz human life, Jesus opt the Sabbath, and many
verssd in the four gospels are devoted to His instruction of
the disciples in how it should be kept, and in fremng it
from the traditions which the Jews had added.

But, before continuing, let ug answer the question:
“Wha made the Sabbath day™

Who Made the Sabbath?

In understanding the command to “remember™ the
Sabbath day and “keep” it holy, and who “made” the
Sabbath in the first place — we nessd Lo turn o an aceount
ol the very beginning of God's creation. The New Testa-
ment gives such an account in the first chapter of the
goepel acdording to John

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God, The same was in the
beginning with (God. AN Mhings were mode fo him: and
without him was not anything made that was muds”
{dohm 1:1-2). Here we find Jesus Chriat deseribed as the
“Woard” or “Spokesman,” as the original Greek may more
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properly be rendersd, This passage reveals that Jesus has
been with the Father from the beginning, and that anr
things were made by Him — &by Jesus Clirise!

As the second person in the Godhead, the Father used
Him as the imstrument through whom the creation was
brought into being. The Apostle Paal woas inspired to
speak of how God “created all things by Jesus Christ™
(Eph. 3:9).

In Hebrews, we find Christ described as the Son of
God, "Whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by
whorn also he made the worlds” (Heb. 1:2).

These and many other scriptures show that He was
the person in the Godhead whe later became Jesus Chinst,
whio actually carried ouf the job of ceeation! He was the
O who said: “Let there be light,” and there was light, He
wias the One who created man — and set him on this earth
in the garden of Eden.

Bo speaking of Hirn in particular whe did the creating,
the inspired writer of Genesis states; "And on the seventh
day God ended his work which be had made; and he rested
on the seventh day from all his work which he had made.
And God blessed the seventh day, ond sanclified if;
Becnuse that in i1 he had rested from all his work which
God created and made” {Gen. 2:3-3).

Jeaus said that the Sabbath was made for man. Here
we see that the Sabbath wae made when moan weas made,
And it was made by the very Divine porson who later
became Jesus Christ! It was made ag an infrinsie pared of
the environment which surrounded man and which God
mukde i the seven dave of creation,

MNatice that (God "blessed”™ the sepenth day and “aane-
tified” it. Such an honor was not conferred on anv of the
preceding six days. When God blesses something, He
bestows Hie Divine faver upon, and His Divine presance i,
that thing. The very word “sanctifv" means to sef apart
for holy use or purpose,

Thus, we see that in the very act of creation, the
Almvighty God put His Divine favor upon, and =et apart for
haly use and purpose, a certain space of the most enduring
thing there is.
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The Sabbath |z a BLESSING

Certainly this insight into the background of the Sah-
bath gives added meaning to God’s command: "Remember
the sabbath day to keer it holy.” Through Jesus Chrst,
God mape the seventh day of the week holy — and on His
authority as our Creator He commands s B keop @8 that
sy

" The Sabbath, then, is HoLy time. Yet, it was made for
man — s 0 greal BLEssmG e all mankind?

Oer Crenvor knew that we would nERD & period of rest
and worship every dgeventh day, and this 15 the basic pur-
pose for which the Sabbath was created. Each of us tends
to become overly absorised in our daily cares and work and
pl.aaﬂu_ra duﬁng the week, Our Crestor Toresaw this, and
pet apart His SBabbath days as a consscratad time when we
can completely forget our daily routine and draw closer to
the Crestor God in siudy, meditafion and preover

Muodern man deaperately NEEDS this period of time in
which to have real communion with his Maker and God,
Taking time to think upon God and to worshee Him, o
pray, to shedy and seeditafe npon the purpose for himan
existence, and upon God's revealed Jaws of life, all this
adeds greal STRENGTH and meaning to man’s life the other
six dave of the week.

The Sabbath i one of the greatest BLEssiNGS thet has
ever been bestowed upon the human family!

A Special Covenant

The command to keep the Sabbath is the enly one in
which we are enjoined to “remember” Yet it 18 the one
commaond which many ministers and religious people seem
most anxious to forget! Many have reasoned that since the
Labbath was contained in what is called the “Book of the
Covenant” in Exodus 20 through 24, therefore 1t 1= no
longer binding on us today who are under the New Cov.
enant of Chrst,

Such people seem Lo forget that, ss we have already
shown, (zod made the Sabbath day holy back at creation
— long BEFORE there were any Jewish people, and befirs
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the (ld Covenant wag mude with lsrael! They also forget
that God doubly commanded the Sabbath by making =
special and seporafe covenant with His people o keep it
This special covenant i spoken of in Exodus 31

God told Moses: “Speak thou also unto the children
of lsrael, saying, verily my Sabbaths ve shall keep: For it &
a 36N between me and vou thronghout yvour penerations:
that & may know that 1 am the Lord that doth sanctify
you" (Ex. 31:13) Here the Sabbath is spoken of as a “sign”™
that sdentified the true God — the God of Israel. But Aow
iw it a "sign™?

“It 18 a s1aw between me and the childron of [srael
forever: For in six dava the Lord made heaven snd earth,
and on the seventh day he reated, and was refreshed”
(verse 17), The Sabbath is a “sign” becauss i ddenifes
rod as the One who CREATED all Mungs!

God commands: "Whersfore the children of lerael
ehall keep the Sabbeth Lo obeerve the Sabbath throoghout
their gemerations, for a perpetuel eovemand™ (vorse 16),
Here 1 an EVERLASTING covenant o dentify the true God
of lsrael — the CreEaTor! God Hissell rested on the
sevendh day, and made o HoLy in memory of His work of
creation, and s an everlssting “sign” that He & the Creator.

The Sabbath |s of VITAL Importance

Throughout the Old Testument, the history of the
nations of Israel and Judah show thal they were blessed in
every way when they worshiped the true God and kept His
Sabbath holy, But when they meglected this command (o
“remember” His Sabbath, and began to worship the
ereabed instead of the Creator, they went off into pagan
idolatry, human saerifice, bloodshod and were rPuKisHED
by God through the stripes of men.

Appmn;nt:ti'ef_? T91-T1E E.'I:"_-.I the nation of lsraiel went
inte the greatest nabiomal coptivety and punishment that
has ever befallen any nation i all the history of this
garth! Thi: kEasoN for that punishment is deacribed by
God Himselfl in Ezekiel 30,

Alter deseribing how He brought [sreel out of Egyvpt
and gave them His etatutes and judgments, God states:
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“Morecver also [ gave them my Sabbaths th be a 56N
between me and them, that they might fernow that T am
the Lord that sanctify them. But the house of Israsl
rebelled agrinst me in the wilderness; They walked not in
my statutes, and they despised my judgments, which il a
rony o, Bre shall even live in them; and miy Saebfboatfis they
greatly polluted: then I zaid, I would pour out my FuRy
upen them in the wilderness, to coxsume them” (Ezek.
20:12-13}

Owver and over throughout this chapter, God indicts
the nation of Isreel for rebelling aguinst Him — and specil-
ically condemns them for breaking His Sabbaths,

And it will be well to notiee that God does not eall
them “worr Sabbachs,” or “Vewish Sabbaths,” a8 g0 many
like to =ay with contempt today, but the Almighty speaks
of: "My Sabbaths,” and condemns [erael for neglecting
this command which He obviously reparded as of extreme
fmporiance!

It = important to retterate thet God Himself rested
on the seventh doy — and “sanctified"” or mede Acly that
day as atime of rest and worship pointing te the troe God
— the Creator of all.

GGod made the Babbath command a special and eper
losting  covenant between Him and larael. And the
inapired example of Jesus Christ and His apostles certainly
indicatées that this identifving “sign™ of the true God ought
i be obsérved by the true servanis of God — the “spiri-
tual [sraclites" today (see Rom. 202820 and Gal, 3:258-29:
f: 1516},

[t iz an undeniable fact that every nation and every
individual who has failed to “remember” the true Sahbath
haz been cuT oFF from the true God and turned to some
form of pagan idolatry! For the Sabbath-kesper, God is
EEAL — He is the living, active Creator and Ruler of the
universe. He s o God of PowER and ooy,

But the God of the Sabbath-Breaker evolves into a
sort of “essence™ or a harsh, atern unreal being who s
“way off”" somewhere. And in veality, such a false worship
degenerates into carrving on a form of religious oleervance
enly because it is Ysocially acceptable.”
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The= Sabbath guards against felse religions and falee
pocs!

The Command Expounded

Underatanding, then, that the Sabbath command s
Just as binding as the commandments against murder and
adultery, let us procesd to analyvze and expound this com-
mandment of God and its application to our personal lives
today,

Except for the explanatory and expository state-
ments, the fourth commandment consists of two basic
injunctions: First, "Remember the Sabbath dav to keep it
holy.” Second, “Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy
work.™

It 12 by the authority of God that the first six davs of
the wesk are appointed for man's business and labor, It =
the will of God that man should work and earn his daily
bread. He whe idles away his time in the six days ia
equally guilty in the sight of God as the man whoe works
on the sevenfh! The idle person is ordinarily clothed with
raga and his idle mind and hands lead him into many
wretched viees and =ins.

This second part of the Sabbath command s just as
finding as the first! He who never works is totally wnfiooed
for worship! The honest, purposeful work of the six davs is
in itsell an act of worship and obedience to God,

Man is placed in a world that contains all that ia
necessary for his physical being, bt fo obiein it e must
ewarf ! Te is part of the oviginal invention of God, for man
was placed in the garden of Eden “to dress it and to keep
it” {Gen, 2:15).

Howewer, in like manner, he who never pauses from
his dui]:..' hensineess and p\:_nguih; {14 w::.r-s.hip i Grod Tas
CCHT rru.lhll-rh:E on M .:-:-r?d.'\r.l':!.lrl du_v which God liss made |'b|:||!.'
and et apart & — through lack of contact with hig Maker
— rendered ineapablie of his highest potential  achiev-
ement in work, in service and in the joy of wecomplish-
ment.

Bince the very Cromtor has so commanded, we can
keep the Sabbuth day of rest and spiritual rejuvenation
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with complete confidence that God will biess and progper
us becanse wa have done this!

A Paid Yacation

MNormally speaking, if you would quit working every
fow days to take a needed rost, you might naturally expect
to et behind with your work and finances, But God Him-
eulf has set in motion a great Law, God’s Ten Command-
muonts are hiving, sotive laws — just like the law of gravity.
They are in operation — they work automatieally.

The law of the Sabbath — backed up by the very
POWER of the Creator — says that if you will pauss to rest
and worship Almighty God on the seventh day every week,
wvon will be go bleseed during the work of the six days that
this will more than make up for what vou might have
mecom pished by laborng on God's Sabbath! D vou resl-
iz what this amounts to?

In one way of looking at it, God & giving us a paid
percafiog every sevienth dav!

But this vacation & not only for the purposs of physi-
cal rest, it is also g time for eorship, for epiriteal rededioa-
tion, for the contemplation and exercize of the spiritual
pairposes and laws of life which God has set. [n the ohaer-
vance of the seventh day which God has made holy — and
which alone points to creation — man is brought into
elose comntigion with his Maker and hiz God, For God's
very presence as well as His divine blessing are eepocinlly
evident in this day which He has set apart and sanctified,

These are the busiest davs that humanity has ever
geen, These are days in which most men seem to have little
or no time for the contemplation of the spiritual purposes
and goals of life — the most IMPORTANT questions which
man ought to be considering.

The tremendous bessing of God's true Sabbath is
that it enables man to take TIME to fullv consider and
weigh these most important of all guestions in life — and
to commune with his God and Creator in a way in which
few men in this age have ever experienced. The true oheer-
vance of the Sabbath would keep man in conrtact with

dod! Without thet contact, he is cut off from the very
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purpose of his existence, from the lews that govern his
sucoess or failure in life, from an uaderstanding of what he
is, where he is going and how to get there

Withouwt this contmet with the Creator God, the life of
man is empiinéss, frustration and a thing of vasiry. In
this age above all others, man needs the contact with God,
the spiritual strength and understanding, and the Divine
blessing and guidance which proper obeervance of God's
true Sabboath provides,

How to Keep the Sabbath

Through a complete misapplication of the teachings
of Josus and His apostles, some men have tried to make
the Sabbath command appear s a “yoke of bondage”
They often call it "Jewish” with a sneer and a emirk. They
ialk s if the Sabbath were very ford and ofifficelf to Keap
— as though it were a great curse to mankind.

Actually, however, as many Protestant religwous
writers have themselves admitted, the essentinl Hebrew
idea of the Sabbath was not that of gloom, but rather of
aladness and joy. The Sabbath was a day of delight, a dayv
in which man found — in cessatien from toil and labor —
the full understanding of his purposes and spintual
capacity.

(od speaks through Isaiah: “I7 thou tuwrn sway thy
foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on My fdly
day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord,
honourable: spd shalt honour him, not deing thine own
ways, nor finding thine own pleasures, nor speaking thine
awn words: Then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord;
and T will cause thee to ride upon the high places of
the sarth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy
father: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it" (Isa.
S8:14-14).

Motice that God savs we are to pELiGHT in His Sas-
BEATH DAY, Yet we are nol to-seek our own fuorpae plea-
sure, but rather to increase our spirttual jov through
honoring and worshiping our heavenly Father and God.

We are not even to speak our own words. Hather, we
should gpend the time during this holy day in prayer to
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God, and in stvdving, discussing, and meditating upon
God's Word or related things and events — literally seofu-
rifing our minds and hearts with the thoughts and char-
acter of our Holy Father in heaven, Such observance of
the true Sabbath brings deep happiness and 10¥, boeause
we gre able to completely rest from worldly work and eare,
to worship our Maker with peace of mind and unhurried
frecdom, and because we have the TiME to think on and
exercEe our spiriinal capaecities and thus sirengthen our-
gelves for the days and weeks ahesd,

Although Christians arg to live by the "apirit” of the
law, we will certainly do well to follow the principie God
gave to the Israelites in regard (o preparing ahead for the
Sabbath and thus enable ourselves to have chat day com-
Metely free from worldly cares, In Exodus 16:22-23, God
told the Israelites to do any heavy cooking or haking the
day fefore the Sabbath, Since, as any real Bible student
knows, Gad's days begin and end st sunset (Gen. 1:5; Lev.
23:32), a real Christian should plan to have his work
complefed before sunset on the evening of the sixth day. A
Christinn woman should have her house cleaned up, her
dishes washed, and any heavy cooking or baking done
before aunset on this day so that she and her hushand
may begin the Sabbath in an stmosphere of resd and
worship — and that it may be a day which @ truly kept
Howy to Giod,

Jesus' Example

In many places, by teaching and example, Christ
taught us how to ohserve the Sabbath. In Mark 2:23.24,
Chrizt showed that 1t i= all right to procure foed on the
Sabhath § one (= Aengry and it = really necessarv. He told
the Pharizess that He was Lord of the Sabbath — it is His
dav, the true Lords daoy.

Then on another Sabbath Jesus showed them that it
wits luwlul to do good on the Sabbath day — and healed a
crippled man to back up His point (Mark 3:1-5),

Further instruction on how to keep the Sabbath is
found in Matthew 12:9-13 Here Jesus taught that it i
certainly all right to relieve a human or an animal of
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physival saffering on the Sabhath day — and to pull an ox
out of the ditch, Jesus ale taught, in principle, thet you
should feed and water vour atock on the Sabbwth day
{Luke 13:15)

S0 the Sabbath is a day in which you sheuld concen-
trate on the spiritual worship of God, but in which you
can oo good to others in spiritual matters of relieving
suffering, and in which veu may take care of any necessary
“ehores' auch ns feading livestock so as to prevent thelr
wilfering on thet day.

Joaus Christ — the inapived EXaMPLE of how every
true Christian sught to live — taught by Hig own [ife and
actions that the Sabbath is w holy sonoosetion or com-
marneled ausembly for God's people as B8 taught in Levi
ticue 233 Josas' esample and customary practios i8
pecorded in Luke 4:16 where we read that Jesus, "as hia
custom was .. went into the synagogue on the safhoth
dav, wnd stood up for to read.™

Certainly the true Sabbath iz a day for the united
worsfip and adoration of God by His called servants, And
it is a time for the preaching and expounding of God's
Word and His living laws. It is the duty of every true
Christinn, then, to find out where is that church in which
he can really worship God “in spirid and in truth,” a
ehurch which properly ohserves the true Sabbath of the
Creator Giod, and a church in which man is taught eo “Tive
by EVERY word of God,”

There are seperal churches which believe in keeping
the foverth commandment. But most of these churches —
in their teaching and practice — directly BREAK one or
more of the other commandments. Jesus founded only oNE
church iMate, 16:18), and it olene keeps anl of God's
cormmandmenta;

You need to find out about tbis charch, Write imme-
diately for the informative free booklet Where [s God's
True Chereh Todoy? Also the booklet This fs the World-
wide Church of God.

We also offer yvou personal servicez fo help you
understand where Gods Church is and to help you with
any questions yvou may have
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Personal Counsel

The Worldwide Church of God has ministors available
in all parts of the United States and many other parts of
the world, ready to counsel with you PERSONALLY — bo
anawer any questions you may have about the Church or
how to keep the Sebbath.

Of course, none of these men will call en vou wnin-
vited. But, if you of your own volition want bo discuss
these vital subjecta with a qualifted and dedicated servant
of God, please write and let us know. We'd be happy to
send our men to see you. See details on page 141,

REJOICE in God's Sabbath

Learn to kesp the Sabbath in a posifive way! Use the
seventh dayv that God has sanctified and made holy as He
has intended — fo rest from worldly labor, to pray. to
studly and Lo meditale on God's Ward and the purposes of
human existence. Take time o do good to others, o care
for the gick, to vizit the afflicted. Assemble with other free
Chriatiang on the Sabbath if this &= possible.

Be thankful! and grodefuld that Cod has ser aside
twenty-four hours of precious TIME every single week In
which vou can worship Him and meditpte on the really
IMPOETANT lessons of life! This physical rest and spiritual
rejuvenation will give sour life new prrpose and MEANING,
Because you have plenly of TIME Lo do s, woul can estiab.
lish & personal, vital contact with Almighty God the Cre
ator by observing the very day which points to Him as the
great Author of all ereation, and the One in whom “we
live, and move, and have our being™ {Acts 17:28),

The beginning of all truth s te FEAR God {(Prov, 1:7],
You who understand should fear to break che fourth com-
mandment and thus vielate God's Sabbath day!

God calls the Sabbath: My holy dey™ (Isa; 58:13)
The Creator Himself bas sanctified snd set apart this
perod of time in which to resd and worshep Him, If you
appropriate this dey for vour own business or pleasure,
voll are STEALING from God — and vou are guilty as a
thief and a violator of the eighth commandment! You are
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ale “coveting” time that does not belong fo vou, but to
God, and are therefore dreaking the tenth commandment
alzo! You are certainly putting something ahead of the
true God, and are therefore rechoned as cunry of break-
ing the first commandment! You are bresking the fifth
commandment as well, for you are dishonoring and dis-
obeving vour spiritual Father in heaven!

And regardless of the silly and often contradicory
arguments of camnal minded men, you are BREAKING the
fourth commandment — the “test” commandment —
which God has set as an identifying 5168 between Him and
His people forever — which points to Him as the Creator
and Ruler of all, and which keeps those who obey this
God-given “sign” in a right relationship with the fepe Gop!

I'n this materialistic age of “modernism’™ and religfows
vomyfuston, of increasing crime and viclence, and of con-
gtant threat of wer and heman aerbdlofon, we need
muore than at any other time in homan history to oseY the
fourth commandment of Almighty God! We need to keep
holy and sacred the seventh day that God made holy
More than people of any other age, we desperotely need
thiz sanctified Time in which to, s was suggested, "re
cpaluate the meaning of Ife”

The seventh day and that day alone which God made
holy is the commanded and God-lessed fime for rest, for
worshup and for confemplation of the vital keys to the
MEANING of life.

IF vou have any doubt whatsoever about which day
the Sabbath should be observed on, write for our free, fully
illustrated booklet Whick Day Is the Christion Sablath?

Properly undersiood and properly observed, the
fourth commandment — God's Holy Sabbath — is one of
the greatest BLESsINGS that the Creator has ever bestowed
upon the children of men! It is an identifying s1Gw
beiween man and the frue God. Remember it — keep i
Rl !



PART FIVE

The Fifth Commandment

age in which we live. Broken homes are imcreasing.
Teen-age crime & literally skyrockefing!
Although the number of 10- to 17-vear-old juveniles
in the United States rose by 20 percent in the last decade,
arrests of juvenileés grew more than 100 percent in the
aame peried. (See page 35 of the 1970 Uniform Crime
Report.) Thid 5 a shocking situation.

Why Youthful Crime?

Ume of Amenica’s most respected authorities on juve-
nile problems, Judge Samuel 2. Lotbowitz, set out to find
the answer to the frustration of America's vouth. He
decided fo go fo the Western nation with the lowest
reported inodence of juvenile crime, [taly,

He sought the answer from police and school officials
throughout the nation, From cvery part of Lialy, he
receivid the same answer; Young people i laly respect
alfharity.

Then Judge Leibowitz had to go dnboe Talian homes (o
find out wley, He found that even in the poorest home, the
wife and children respect and fomor the father as its

head.
dudge Leibowitz found that the modern do-as-you-

YDL'i'm'LIL piafence and insodence charactorize the
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please, “permissive” world does not really make a child
happy and balanced. Rather, he found, a child wants the
solidd walls of discipline and rules around him, defining his
world — telling him exactly bow far he can go.

Just ne wall b expecbed of him in the adule world, @
cfifded st e pISOIPLINED o oo Bings e does nol neces-
sty oesed fo oo, From babyhood, o child must be faught
to regfrect amd OoBEY hiz parents.

dudge Leibowitz concluded his investigations with a
nine-waord soluticn o juvenile delinguency: Pt fether
brack af the head of the family.

The remarkable AxswiER to juvenile problems given
by this eminent authority goes deeper than might be real-
ized, For it goes to the very smuree of the problem: A laock
of deep-seated respect for comsitfeded authority beginnimng
i fefeency ond continiing theonglont L,

This problem has its origin in childhood = in the
HoME! Lang before a child i even pware of the existence of
the church, the school, the nation, he & forming atfitedes
and fabits toward those whe are his superiors in the
nursery, the home, and the neighborhood.

Devoloped from arfancy, this part of a child's charac-
ter will undoubiedly affect his thoughts and sctions for
the rest of his ol fife!

The Fifth Commandment Stated

The first four commoandments define mon's relafion.
ship with God. They teach us the mogniide of God's
power and name — and exhort us to remember Him as
Creator of afl that iz

The fifth commandment iz placed first among those
which povern our humaen relationships. It is not only chief
in importance among these when we anderstend its full
meaning. but it acts s a “bridge” bedwesn the two seelions
of God's Taw,

For true ghedience to the Afth commandment & inevi-
tahly limked with ofefiernce and bonor toward God Him-
gell?

Char Creator knew this when He inspired it to be “the
first commandment with promisze,”
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“HONOR THY FATHERE AND THY MOTHER: that thy days
mary be long wpoan the bond which the Lord By God gieeth
thee,”

Why “honor” our parents?

The true answer reveals the dDEFrE of this command-
ment and iis true import. If only EVERY parent on earth
might come to realize the remendons INFLUENCE upon a
child’s later life that awtomatically comes as a direct resods
of obedience or digobedience to this God-given commund !

This commandment is one of the TEN GREAT POINTS of
God’s eternal, spiritual Law. Under the Okl Testamont
dispenaation, the penalty for directly and fagrantly violat-
ing this law was pEATH!

“He that asmiteth his father, or his mother, shall be
surely put fo death ... And he that curseth his father, or
his mother, shall surely be put fo dearh™ (Ex. 21:15, 171
That i how MPORTANT this command &8 in God's eyes!

The home and the fomdy unit s the basis of all decent
sociely. And the redafionship of children to their parents is
an exact tvpe of the spirtiial relafronship between troe
Christians and God, The lessons of eharaster learned in
that relationship may bast children fhe rest of thear faes —
and for ETERNITY!

In the eyves of a amall child, & parent stands in the
place of God Himself. For the parent is the child's pro-
vider, protector, lover, teacher and lawgiver,

A childs early training and reaponss to this relation.
ghip will in large measure determine his later response Lo
the larger relationships with society. And, ultimately, it i
certain to affect his relationship with his spiritual Father
in heaven,

Honor and Respect for Parents

The Mew Testament magnifiess this command in
many places. The Apostle Paul wreobe: “Childfren, obey
your parents - in the Lord: for this is vight. Honour iy
father and thy mother, which & the firgl commanodment
with promize” (Eph. 6:1-2).

The original command to "henor™ father and mother
applies to all of us throughowt our lives. But in this place
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cfildren, specifically, are told to obey their parents “in the
Lur‘jlll

Because of his total lack of experence and judgment,
it is absolutely necessary that o child be fnuehd o OBEY
his parents instantly and wilkou! guestion. Explanations
and reasons for this may and should be given to the child
from time to {ime But, at the moment a parental com-
mand iz given, fhere may ned be Hime or opportieily o give
the reason why!

Therefors, it = imperative that a child be taught the
HABIT of unguestioning obedierce to his parents, For,
until the young child develops, his parents stand to him in
the place of God, And Ged helds them kEsPonsIBLE for
teaching and directing the child properly,

Obadience “in the Lord

By direct implication, a parent is bound by the fifth
command fo make Mmself honorable. For to be honored,
one must e fonorable,

Every parent needs to realize that he represents God
to his child! Realizing this, he showld live a life worthy
of the childs desp respecd and reverence, Then, he
should feaek his child to konor and respect bath of his
prrenta.

As the child matures, the parent should fasfrued his
child about the exizstence of the great apiritual Father of
all lite, the Creator of hesven and earth, the soversign
Ruler of the universe — Almighty God.

Christian parents should teach their children to honor
end obey their spiritusl Father with even more implicit
faith and love than they do their earthly parente. For the
GFREATEST lesson that a child or aryone can be taught 1=
that of fear and obedience to the Ope who set in motion all
life in the first place!

Thus, a child will be taught the falid of obedience, He
will learn to respect authoerity. In due time, if his mind 8
opened to know the Supreme Faruenr of all e, he will
already have learned the very basis of God's character —
loving opEDIENCE to God, and deep respect and reversnce
for all law and constituted suthorty,
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BLESSING for Dbediance

The Apostle Paul re-emphasizes the blessing attached
to the fifth commandment: “That it may be well with
thee, and thou mavest live long on the earth™ (Eph,
Gy

Ifa VOUNE prrson bl Tiesen l.aught from childhood &

dﬂqlu Jﬁpfl:.'.! for hiz elders and the habef |'_|f abedience
townrd those lawfully ssi over him, he would NEVER
become o juvenile delinguent! He would 8EvER think of
robbing or beating an elderly person! He would BEVER
think of contemptuously defving school or police author
ities!
“m{}bﬂﬁauw to the Afth commandment automatically
vesiilts in the building of habits and character which tend
to long life. A yvoung person so trained will aveid the
recilessness, the viclence, the wrong companionships and
the rebellion against authority which often result in
untimely death.

And, in s ultimate mesning, those who lesrn to
respect and ofev their parents and later — because of this
truwring — Gomd Himself, will certainly “live long on the
wvarth,” For, me Jesus said; “Blessed are the meek [the
humbde and obedient]: for they shell inferit the earth”
{Matt, 5:4Gk

There are also many evervday blessings to the
obedient child, Certainly not the least of these is the senss
of security. As Judge Leibowitz pointed out, a child 15
confused unless he is told the bounds of his activities, But
if a child is told what those bounds are by his parents —
and staye within them — he & then relioved of the
responscbility which he imnately realizess hos parents must
ghoulder,

Frasfration is another problem which & alleviated)
The disobefient child 2 a frustrofed child — For his mind
ig constantly plagued with feelings of guilt and rebellion.

A child who loves, honors and obeys his parents 15 &
pLEssED child indeed! He will tend to live 8 more truly
happy, carefree and purpeseful life. And in his spritual
life, he will pass through the natural and besutiful
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sequence from the honoring of his paronts to the joyiul
warshiping of his God!

Thus far we have dealt primarily with the application
of the fifth commandment to children and yvoung people.
But the original command to “hosor™ our parents ie not
addressed o children — but to srerwone,

Even Adults Shouwld Honor Their Parents

The time may coms when it i no longer necessary or
right that & person should strictly obey his parents, But
the daye should wEvER come when he should cease to
honor them.

The word “honor”™ has & much larger meaning than
that of obedience. It indicates & kigh respect ns for worth,
merit or rank. It denotes a feeling of hegh csfeem and
FEURTERCL,

A person who has properly ofewed his parents in
childhood Iater expresses his honor for them in o deeper
appreciation of the comforts and training they provided
him as a child, This honor expresses itsell in conrfesy,
thoughifulness and Eindly deeds.

As we mature, it becomes increasingly evident that
untold hours of work, of anxious thought and agonied
prayer were bestowed [or our welfare by faithful and lov-
ing parents. It should become the delight of every decent
man and woman fo return this fove which our parents
creabod,

In the evening of life, many parents long for this
affection and fellowship with their children more, perhaps,
than for any other blessing.

Lt us THINK and acf on this epportunity o return
the love our parents so freely gave!

A Common Sin

To the everlasting sHAME of our professing Christian
sockely. thousands of elderly parents are reduced to living
on a mere pittance that comes o them through govern-
mental agencies. Tn all too many cases, the children are
able but simply unwirLasG to provide additional comforts
#5 generous as their ability alloes,
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Jesss Christ gave one of the most forceful infer-
pretations of the fifth commandment in its application to
this very problem. In His day, men were excuzing them-
selves from providing for the necessity of their parents.
They were saving thet funds which might have been used
in this way were “Corban," that is, dedicated to the service
of the altar, These funds were mof part of God’s tithe, buat
rather an additional ofering which was used 1o gain Tavor
in approaching God.

Reproaching  these  hypocritical religionists, . Jesus
said: “Full well ve reject the commandment of God, that
vie may keep vour own bradition. For Moses said, Honor
thy father and thy mother, and, Whoso curseth father or
mother, let him die the death™ (Mark 7:%-100.

Mow notice how these hypocrites “reasoned” their
way arcund this commandment!

Jesugs continued: “But vesay, If a man shall say to his
father or mother, If iz Corban, thot i fo say, a gift, by
whatsoerer thou mightest be profited by me; he shall be
free. And ve suffer him no more to do ought for his father
or his mother; Meking the word of God of none effect
through yvour teadition ., )" (verses 11=13]

Jesus cOMDEMHED thase hypocrtes. His words plainly
tench that a Christisn person MUST give material and
finanecial assistance to his aged parents if it ia posgible and
their nesds &0 require. He must sor excuse himself by
saying that all his extra funds are “dedicated to God™!

This iz a part of our obedience to the Gfth command-
MR

Jesus® Own Personal Example

Jesus Christ LIVED the message He taught, Hiz own
personal life 1= a dramatic illustration of obedience to the
fifth commandment

Just before His death, Jesus said: “T have kept my
Father’s commandments” {(Jolin ]5;1ﬂ}. T':I-:mug]-u il
dienee Lo His heavenly Father, and Go his human parents
ag well, Jesus grew in wiesdom and mafurity even a8 oa
youth.

Speaking of His childhood, Luke vecorda: "And the
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child grew, and waxed strong o gpired, filled with wisnom:
and the grace of God was upon him"™ | Luke 2:40).

Then we rend the romarkable account of Hi trip to
Jeruzalem for Passover at age twelve, After the days of
unleaverd hread, His parents started the trip home with-
out Him — suppasing Jisus was with noighbore or rela-
tiven (versea 43-44),

This in itaelf shows that Jesus” parents relied on His
dependability and good judgment — supposing He was
with ather vounpg people in the raven as the group
hended back toward Nazareth. As parents, Joseph and
Mary had learned to TRUST His obedience and wizdom,

But now, perplexed sbout Him, perhaps, for the first
time in their lives, they turned back and finally found
Jegus. They did wov find Him i a peol-hall, nightclub or
place of amustment!

They found Him in God's temple, "sitting in the midst
of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them gues-
tions' (verse 46}, He had remained to mvestigate and learn
imore of the ways ol His heavenly Father!

Jesus’ Wisdom as a Youth

Hemember, He was only fwelve vears obd. But His
parents had instructed Him from (fed’s Word, And He
had neepED their instruction! He had sTomer diligently,
He had crowy in the knowledge and understanding of
Giodd's waya.

Now, even in the midst of thise highly educated doe-
tors of the law, Luke writes: “And all that heard him were
astornished at his ovypERSTANDING and his answers™ (verss:
47,

When Jesus’ mother asked Him why He had remadned
behind i this way, He sakd: “How is it that ve sought me?
wist ve not thet | must be about my Fathers husiness®"
{Luke 3:49.)

desnz undoubtsdly gave special emphasis 1o some of
these words, “Didn’t you know, Mother — vou who have
always taught me about God — that 1 most be ahout His
business?"

There must have been & spocial understanding
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between them when Jesus zsaid: "1 must be about my
Father's business,” as He locked at Joseph and Mary. For
it had been a long time now since His supernatural ¢on-
ception and birth, and Jesus mav have been gentlv
reminding His human guardians that He fully understoosd,
more than they had realized, the nature of His birth and
that His real Father was God in heaven!

Honor to the Very End

But although gently reminding them of this, “he went
down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject
unto them" (verse §1) 5o Jesus continued €0 respectd and
opEY Hiz human parents while maturng phyzically and
preparing for His Divine mission in behalf of His heavenly
Father.

Bven i His dyving moments, while sufering one of the
miosd genizing deathe ever detvssd e onpin, Jesus HOs-
aRED and loved His mother 1o the very end.

Just before He disd on the stake, John pecords:
"When Jesus therefore spw his moether, and the disciple
gtanding by, whom he loved, he saith unte his mother,
Worman, behold thy sen! Then saith he fo the dizcple,
Behold thy mother! And from that hour that diseiple took
her unto hiz own home™ (John 19:260-27)

Here Jesus made final provision for His mother to be
taken care of by John after His death. At a time when the
thoughts of all other men would have been of self, Jesus
still remembered the fifth commandment and extended
fove and Aonor to the woman who bore Him, who had
nourished Him from mfancy, who had taught Him from
the scriptures, and who now stood in this awful plece —
unashamed — weeping &t His death,

REMEMEBER the perfect example of Jesus Christ!

“Honour thy futher and thy mother; that thy days
may be long upon the land which the Loap thy God
giveﬂ;l thie ™



FART SIX

The Sixth Commandment

ntende compefition, strife and personal fensions.

The nations of the earth — and the individuals
within them — are conditioning their minds and con
sciences to the likelihood of whofesals MURDER — and
pesibly wrorfdl suicicde. Naturally, this situation is devas
tafing to the spiritual prineiples and ideals of our people,
The effect of this is being felt NoW — even o3 you regd this
Book,

The Federal Bureau of Investigation, in its Uniform
Crime Report — 1970, declared that s seriong erime such
as murder, rape, assault with intent to kill, robbery, bur-
glary, or aute theft occurred 11 times a minute in 19700

Dhuring the 10 vears between 1960 and 1970 serieus
crimes in this country increased 176 percent while popu-
lation rose 13 percent.

So you see, crime gréw ocer 13 times faster than
population. (See pages 2, 31, and 65 of 1970 Uniform Crime
Report and page 5 of 1971 Siatistical Abstract of the
United States )

The Sixth Commandment Stated

Men have forsaken God and His Law! Modern man
does not know and does not Fean the true Creator God.

THIH 18 an age of HATE and violence, [t is an age of
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He freaks with impunity the grest spiritual Law of God.
And now he is beginning o pay the penaly,

Oledience to the Ten Commandments would stop the
growth of o iving HELL which 1 repidly festering i what
e call “eivilization” ll;,rdll:r,'

We have seen the puessies that come through fear
and respect for the one tmoe God, threugh recersncing Hia
name and office, through Adellowding His Sabbath doy (o
heep it in the tree knowledge of Him, and through fonoe
ing our fathers and mothers in their high offfce which
directly peflects His fatherhood and losve for all creation.

In all these commandments, we have seen fooe arnd
wisdom and Bressivcg. And 2o it iz with the sicth com.
murndment,

Amid the thunders and lightnings and the literal
sHaKING of Maunt Sinat, God's vaiee thundered the sivch
commandment;

“THOU EHALT NOT MURDER" {Exodus 20:13, Jewish
tranelation .

Biblical muthonties agese that “morder” 58 8 more
correct reading of the orginnl imepived Hebrew than the
word “Kill.” For it & possible to Kill and vet not 1o mireder,
And it B mportant to understand that only the fefer of
God's Law was given to ancient Israel, whereas Christians
are to live even by the sperit and fudlest Snfent of that Law
as magnified by Chiisi Himself,

Israel Understood Only the Letter of the Law

Under the original letter of the law,; it was intentional
killing or murder which was forbidden. Hemember that in
thiz same “book of the Covenant” given to lsrael, Ged
commanded them to kil or execute those guilty of major
erimes (Ex. 21:12-17) Also, the instructions in Numbers
35034 show that eecidental Elling wos not regarded as
murder,

Ewven here, though, manslaughter was obviously o ter-
rible offense — and the careless or “unwitting” slayver had
to remain ina city of refuge for perhaps many venrs Wntil
the High Priest died.

Just as capital punishment was commanded by God
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for serionz crimes under the “letter” of the Law, so the
commanded wars of [srasl are viewed not. a=s sets of whaole-
sule murder but the carrving out of the Divine wdll
through human instruments, Notics in Dewteronomy 7:1-
2, that God directly commanded lsrmal to exterminale the
heathen tribes in the land of Canaan?

This was woT humanly devised warfare nor was it
personal venpeance or malice. It wae the express winn of
Almighty God who gives life — and who alone has the
right to say when it shall bs taken,

It iz worthy of note in passing to say that the history
of the time indicates that these nations sceupying Canaan
wery ghsolutely WiCERED in the extrems — and were Suren-
g wlive their own children in human saerifice o their
pagan pods, This was part of the intelligent regsen why
the Creatar ardered their éxtermination al that Cime

Motice that in all these casss where God permittad
man to take life, it was only as Hiz agent — af His express
wridl,

When the nation of [srael entered & war on their own
inttintive, they were routed with slaughter. In those
instanees when God ardered them to owar, He was using
them az His ikeTRUMENT of judgment instesd of a plague
ar [amine.

In conasidering the things permitted ancient [srael
bear in mind also that they were one of the physicnl
nations of this earth — whereas God's kingdom & now a
gpiritued entity. Deacribing the differance in the operation
of God's Law in the carnal lsraelite and the Spirit-led
Christinn, the Apostle Paul stated: “For the ledter killeth,
bied the Spirid greeth Iife™ (11 Cor. 3:6),

Bemember the principle set forth by Jesus Christ
regarding what Moses “permitied™ the unconverted, car-
nal-minded Taraelites 1o do in certain cases: “For Bhe hard.
ness of your heart e wrote vou iz precept. But from the
BEQINNING i teag nof so' (compare Matt. 158 with Mark
15}

God's orgingd PURPOSE &5 that man should learn nof
to &L And although it was “permitted” in certain
instances to the carnal, unconverted people of Israel, we
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shall see that (God is now developing in His Spirit-begotten
children the character to fope, to serie and to sooe life —
HioT b0 destroy it

The SOURCE of Life

“And God said, Let us make man in owr fmage, after
our Ekeness: and lat them have dominion . " (Gen. 1:26).

Man is given life by his Creator. He did not give it to
himeell, Neither may he take it from himsell — or [rom
others, Life s sacred because it s Godegiven.

Man has been made in the very dmoge and likeness of
Crod, O all the phyysical ceeation, only man haz the tvpe of
mind that God possesses. God is the Runes of all that iz,
But out of human flesh he is forming Seral sons who will
some day share in that rale. So God said; “Let them have
el iniont.

Man neetls experience in order (o develop the CHagac
TER (ol purpeses for hime. Experience requires Sme, Amd a
mvan s e consists of just so peech tieee. Good cave that like
for the supreme PUTRPOSE of preparing another son to be
in His kingdom and family forever,

The giving of life, and breath, and ability includes all.
It is the most wonderful gift of which man has knowled ge.

The taking of life ends all. It croelly and unexpect-
edly crusHes all the hopes and dreams and plans of a man
made in the very image of the Crearor Himself, It s a
wicked usurpation by man of & prerogative belonging to
Grodd alone who gives life in the first place — and who alone
hes the anthority (o take it away (Job 1:21-22),

Thint = why ey Torm of munder i= one of the fen great
sins, It s DESTROYING the highest creation of Almighty
Grad! Tn effect, it @5 an atvempl o thwart the very PURPOSE
af the great, sovereign RIUTLER of the universesl

The Giver of all life iz God. And puny, mortal man
has mwo fusiness whotseeper inferfering with Gon's greal-
ent wift!

Personal Application of the Command

desus Christ come into this world to “megnify”™ God's
Law and make it hoporable (Isa. 42:21) Jesus cast a
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wpodlight as il were on the Ten Commandments, and
showed their real spintaal ietesd and mecnong in the full
Christian life.

Jesus said; Ve have heard that it was said by them of
ild time, Thou shali ot ]-I.i]l; nod whosoever slall kill
ghall be in danger of 1he judgment; Bued T osay wnbo vor,
that whosoever & angey with his hrother without & casse
shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever ahall
gay to hiz brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council:
but whosoever ahall say, Thou foel, shall be in danger of
hell tire” (Mart. 5:21.22),

Here murder is traced to it source — heale nnd anger.
Christ declared that if pereanal anger filled the heart of
ang of His subjects, sueh a pereon 18 in danger of fudgment,
If that anpger leads a man to have utter derision and
contempt for hiz fellow human heing, that man shall he
“in damger of the counal” — of Gods punishment. If in
bitterness and scorn a man shall sav of his fellow, “Thou
foal,” such a man shall be “in danger of the hell of
fire"

Thiz 1 Jesus Christ’s applicetion of the sixth com-
mandment to vou and me! 1f we harbor Aode and arger in
our hearts, weare harboring the “spirit” of merder!

Action follows thought. Pirst we think. then we do!
The Bpirit. of Christ. guides ws not ondy o control our
actions, but to control our thowghts and our gtéindes!

In part, the Mew Covenant is the process of God
writing Hii Law in our hearts, and  mends, and invared
parts (Helb. 8:10),

God gpoke through Paul: “"Theardy beloved, avenge
o vourselves, but rather give place unto wreath: for it is
written, Vengeance is mine; T will repay, saith the Lord”
{Rom, 12:19).

Man 5 incapable of taking vengeance with proper
wisdom and justice to all concerned. God Aroxe has the
wisdom and power and the “right” to take vengeance on
human beings — to the extent of execufing them if nead
be, Thir true Christian must learn that God s gEAL —
and that His profechion and His vengeance is jusf s
reql!
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The Character You Should Build

How, them, should wou deal with yvour enemies?
“Therefore i thine enemy hunger, fesd him; If he thimst,
give him drink: For inso doing thou shalt heap coals of fire
on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil
with good™ (verses 2021},

It tnkes renl stremgih of charpcter to hedp and serve
your fellow human beéing when he has divectly trsd to
hmrm ywou! 1t takes the spiritual gueoom Lo realize that b
ig a fellow human being, made in the image of Ged, and
gimply misguided for the tme being in his thoughis and
actions,

Instead of the natural tendency o want to "get aven”
with one who has dene ws wrong, a real Christian must
really Leary the lesson that the Apoatle Paul was allowed
to bring to us divectly from the lips of Christ: “f7 iz maore
Messed fo give than fo recefve™ (Acts 20:305),

God = the mvER of every pood and every perfect rift
(dames 1:17) He has given us our bves, our strength, our
minds, our abififies — evervthing we have or hope to have
comes from Him! In order to live happily forever as God's
som, man ales must learn to GIVE — o serve — o fove
This & the great LEssoN of lifi,

The perfect definition of this highest of all attributes
= Christian LOVE — B given In the 13th chapter of
1 Corinthians. Read . Study it

The spirit of malice and murder is the exact OPPOSITE
of this basic attribute which God requires of His sans.

Motice the Apostle Jehn's emphasis of this point! *“'We
know that ... no murderer hath eternal life shiding in
him" {I John 3:14-15),

A continued lack of fove in carnal humen beings leads
b hede, And hote leacds to MURDER, God save the sprit of
hate iz murder!

Al thise “spirit™ of murcer 1 not an ndefinable noth-
ing, Doetors and psycholagists have clinically proved that
people in the attitude of strife and malice and hate liter
ally beeome sicg physically — and have a form of mental
INSANITY if this mental attitude is not changed! And in all
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tesr many cases, these wrong emotions lead to the Kieral
MURRER of a fellow humsn being,

Mass Murder in the Christian Home?

Comcerning thisse wrong emotions of fesf and Aate and
errtousness, Grod warns us; “Love not the wordd, neither
the things that are in the world, IT any man love tha
world, the love of the Father is not in hirn. For all that =
in the warld, the fust of the fesh, and the fesd of the eyviss,
and the pride of life, & not of the Father, bt iz of the
world” (1 John 2:15-161

Certainly there &8 no more dramatic example of the
drenking in and calttvation of Lost, and VioLENCE than
that of a professing Christian sitting and absorhing —
hour alter hour — a literal prLoGE of fornications, adult-
eries, beatings and murders from his television screen or
that of the nearby metien picture theager!

Jesus paid: “Whosoever looketh upon & woman to
Lust after her fath committed adullery with ber afready
in hiz heard” (Matt. 528}

Bo it iz with hate and viodence and murder! If vou'll
“leok on' this sort of thing night after night and enfertain
these thoughts in vour mind and heart, you are bound to
be aUILTY, in spirit at lesst, of the very actions with which
you are saturating vour heart and mind!

It iz thme to WAKE UP!

eis time that professing Cheisfian people and nations
learned to quil safurating their minds and hearts with
filth, violerwce aad murder!

The Breaking Down of Spiritual Principles

To a far grester extent than most of us roalize, oor
modern society s literally based on a svstem of compeii-
tton, greed and seffisfness. In other words — in plain
languape — it is based o the spirit of MURDER!

You have never thoupht of it that way before, have
v 7

Well, 6 15 a focr, and it is time you caste oid of this
modern “Babylon®™ (Rev, 18:4) before Almighty God
intervenes to PUNISH!
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There B not space here even to enumerate all the
conceivable forms of merder indulged in regularcly
in our Western world. But we do peed o understand
the principle of the sixth commandment, and Lo osEy it

In “respectable” business, it s all toe ofien a practice
to overlook the cumulative damape Lo human beings that
the use of certain manufactured products invelve — par-
ticularly the emascidation of life-sustaining food producta.
The manulacturer and the advertizser alike both close their
eyes from what — in many cases — scientiais KNOwW i 4
grave danger if certain products are used regularly.

“It'z just business,” people sav to excuse themeealves,

But God saya your first and most important “buosi-
nesa’ B to opeEY His Law of love!

To a great extent in the past, and in some cases even
at the present time, certain imdustres hawve forced their
emplovess to work under such conditions, with such
efquiprment, or auch long howrs that those st the top really
ExEw that a certain percentoge of God-given human LIFE
would be sacrificed in their business operntions to make
more money! Those who think this is “respectable”™ mur-
der will come to o rude awskening in the cold fight of
God's impartial judgment!

In bk TTHATECHET, i e Lﬂl’!lrﬁl}m have banded them-
setlves Logether in labor union movementa, Thay — like the
emplovers — have literally MURpERED to get their way or
Lo gain more of what God describes az “filthy lucre.” T'o all
those who read and understand, we may only echo Jesus’®
worda: “He that hath ears to hear, et kim hear”

Oither Personal Vielations

There are hundrede of thase in our society who lake
their awm fives. But this, too, & vielafing the sixth com-
mandment! It is Gon wheo gives life — and no man has the
right to take that God-given life, even the one to whom it
has been committed as a steward. For such a one 18 refle-
ing to fulfill the purpose for his ereation — and i2 in effect
condemning and BLASPHEMING the very Creator in one of
the strongest possblie ways!

The modern paychology of pleasing the “self™ has led
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many to other formzs of merder. Thowsonds of young
women each vear are committing a erime against God and
muan which is far greater than most of them have perhaps
realized. In their desire to evade responsibility or 0o cover
up shame, they are willfully taking the Fees of unborn
babies still carried in their wombs® This practice is called
aboriton — and it is clearly MURDER I the sight of the
Almighty God who gave thess litile [ves!

So-called “mercy kalling” & simply the revival of an
ancient pergan precfice’ [ sdvocates the medical “mor-
der”™ of & patient auffering from an incurahle dissass or in
great padn.

But, once again, men who advocmte such practices
have left Goo completely onf of the preture’ They don't
think of God as rEar. They forget that Ceod gave life —
and that he alone has the right o take it away. And in
miany cases they are gmorant of His divine roweR to heal
oy kind of diseose or sickhess — no matter what the
mesdical seience of the momeént might be ablé o dae.

(zord has NEVER given the right to puny, mortal men
o carry onsiuch aso-called practice as “"mercy killing." Tz
practitioners will stand guilty before His judgment for
MUTRDER!

There i another species of murder that uses the
fongnee as its instrument, Thiz ig the case of 2 man so
revifing, eondemning and scandalizing his fellow human
being a3 to lead him to physical and mental sickness —
and possibly death or seicide,

The Apodtle Paul deacribes the afdifude of thess men
who have forgotten God: “Being filled with all unrigh-
temesness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, mali-
ciousness: full of envy, murder, debate, decoit, malignity;
whizperers, backbiters . .. (Hom. 1:29-30). Paul savs the
Judgment of God mdicates that such men "are worthy of
death” [verse 32).

Those who revide or geandalize their fellow man to
the point of misery and distraction are avirTy of the apirit
of murder — and perhaps léeral murder if such action
leads to the death of a fellow human being!
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“Death and {ife nre in the power of the tonpoe: and
they that love it shall ent the froit thereaf™ (Prov, 18:21),

Humanity's Greatest Crime

Perhaps the greatest intornational crime of humanity
i the scourge of war. Millions of human lives creaped in
the image of God have been mercilessly stpughtered down
through the ages in useless, senseless, idiotic wars which in
moat cases forled wtierdy to accomplish their stated pur-
pose!

The spivit of God's Leaw as magnified by Jesus Christ
ig na fodaily opposed Lo every form of war ag would seem
possible! Nearly all the really great religious and political
lenders of the world have scknowledged the utter FUTILITY
of wiar.

Before the outhreak of World War 11, Pope Plus X11
declared: “Evervihing is gained by peace; nothing i=
gained by war,”

One of the moat respected statesmen and military
leaders of our time, the late Genernl Douglas MacArthur,
has stated: “Men since the beginning of time have sought
poace . .. military alliances, balances of powers, leagues of
nations, all in tum failed, leaving the only path 1o be hy
way of the crucible of war, The utter destructiveness of
war now blots out this alternative, We hove had aur et
chance. If we will not devise some greater and equitahle
svatem, our Armageddon will be at our door. The problem
basically is THEOLOGICAL and involves a spiritual recrades-
cence, and improvement of human chavacter that will
eynchronize with our almost matchless advances in =cl-
ence, art, Itersturs, and all material and cultural devel-
opments of the past twe thousand vears. It mast be of the
Eparit of we are o save the fesh ™

Humanity's "last chaneg” is to pEPENT of the sin of
war before human annihilation removes every vestige of
fife from thes planet!

Lot Prarsa Anlivesafinoat Sion

oo it must be of the gpifit. il we are to save the flagh™ —
DOUGLAS MacARTHUR.
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Creneral MacArthur acknowledged that the probilem
we face is theologicol — it is a Christion problem involving
m true knowledge of the true Gon! He went on toosav that
it involves an “improvement of human choaracter,™

The greatest statesman of all times was Jesus Christ,
He weins the S3pokesman for the government or Kingdom of
God, Christ said; “Ye have heard that it hath been said,
Thene shalt lowe thy neighbor and hate thine enemy. But [
say unbo vou, LOVE YOUR ENEMIES, bless them that curse
your, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them
which dH[lii!’!full}' LBRE wou, amicl pt:[:ul:wt.c MO, 2 Matt,
ad3-dd b,

There s a great deal of highly respectable, cultured,
and mest interesting paganiam abrosd in the world today
under the name of “"Christianity.™ Bul can even this
sophisticated paganiam face these olear wordes of Jesus
Christ without confessing that His life, Hiz teaching, and
His Spirit connrsy the very essence of war?

More livea have been snuffed out prematurely, more
suffering has beon endured, more homes have been
wrecked and broken, more time and property has besn
utterly wasted becausa of the acourge of war than through
snv other means in the history of man!

And war has WEVER solved the problems of men or
brought permanent peace. Instead, it only breeds more
prere! “For all they that take the sword shall peiisE with
bhe sword” (Matt, B6:32).

The Bible Teaching

desus Christ came mto this world as & messenger of
the government or kingdom of God. He toek no part in
this world's. politics or wars, On tmal for His very life
before Ponting Pilate, He spid; "My kingdom s 207 of this
world; If my kingdom were of this world, then would my
servanis fight that T should not be defivered to the Jews:
But now iz my kingdom nol frem hence™ (Jobn 18:36),

Az we have stated, only Gon whoe gave life has the
right to take life. Therefore, only God has the right to
wage warl And, as Jeaus tanght, God does not chogse Lo
have Hiz children wage war for Him during this age



The Sixth Commamdneent a7

Jesus said that His servants would fight 1v His king-
dom were of this world. But it is Not. And wars fought by
andl for the governments or kingdome of this world are in
definnee of the higher government and reLe of Almighty
Ged from whom all real authority proceeds

The Apastle Prul seated to the Christinng st Corinch:
“For though we walk in the flesh, e o nod wan after the
fesh™ {TL Caor, 10:3),

Through the Apostle James, God shows that war
resnlts from a type of spirit evactly oppesite that which He
wints Hie gervants to have, “From whenee come wars and
fightings among you? Come they not hence, even of vour
LUSTS that war in your members? You lust, and have not:
Ye kill. and desire to have, and cannot obtain: Ye fight and
war, ¥el y¢ have not, because ve ask not™ (James 4:1-2),

A Lack of Real FAITH

Men do not BELIEVE that God could give them —
individually and nationally — the material possessions
that they want and need, Instead, they feel they must
compete and fght and wan to get these things.

When an aggressor attacks, pecples and nations of
this world REFUSE to trust God to deliver them as he did
ancient lsrael at the Red Sea (Ex. 14). Today, we are
divided and confused in our religions, politieal and
national loyalties. There is no modern Moses: to command
us: “"The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold vour
Peace” [Ex. 14:14)

In plain language, there v po pafion on earth —
including Amerea and Britain — that really gxows and
TRUSTS the true living Goo for His supernatural pre-
tection in time of war!

Ingtead, we seem to find it easier to spend countless
eiLLiors of dollars and man-hours o protect ooreelves.
Countless milliong of lives are killed or crippled or ruined.
And millions of young men are taught to becoms effoctive
killers — murderars!

Indeed, one of the most devastating indictments
Against war i\ that it bireeds in whole populations the spirit
of viodenee and MURDER. In one peneration, Americans are
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taught to hate the Brtih in o Bevolutionary war, Later,
they are taught to hate the Mexicans and the Spanish.
Still later, they must hate and deséroy the Germans and
the Japanese! And now, the entire Western world — called
“Chrstian” by some — & taught to return the hate and
viodence and epirit of Murper of the Communistic hordes
of the East!

No wonder there is 30 much violence, crime, adultery
and broken homes in the wake of every war! More than
any other one thing, war breeds the spivit of murder! And
that evil spirit s growing and increasing throughout the
weirld today!

God's Government Will End War

Jesus Christ came preaching the good news of the
government of RULE of God, That rule is based on the Ten
Commandments — God's spintual Law,

Jesus mogrifiied that Law and showed its apiritual
mtent and purpose. He taught that if we even hate our
brother, we are spiritually guilty of murder! Jesus taught
that men should osey the laws of God and prepare for His
coming kingdom by yielding themselves to let God's Laws
— His cheracter — be placed within them,

When Gods government does come very soom now 1o
thiz earth, His Law will go forth as the standard of con-
duct of all nations (Micah 4:1-2). At that time, God alone
will wage war to punish rebellious nations in perfect wis-
dom and justice,

Ar for the peaples of the world themselves? “MNation
shall not lift up & sword against nation, nedther shall they
learn war anvmare™ (verss 35,

War involves learning to hate and killl Young men
will no longer be forced to LEARN an attitude which is
disnmetrically opposed to the rule of God's Law of Love!

The lake Fresident Eisenhower gaid: “Man's hope Tor
warkd peaoe does not rest in opposing armed camps, bt in
an ides, That es is the concepf of 0 RULE OF LAW as the
means of setthng disputes among soversign states.”
Whether this former President realized it or not, he
pointed up the fact that only the government of God based
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on His Laws will solve the problems of men and nations!

But meanwhile, true Christians must work and pray
for God's kKingdom of peace, and we must realize that the
spirit of war is the spirit of MuRpeEs — and avoid it with all
of our strength.

Jesus Christ and War

Speaking before the Lesgue of Matwons, Dr. Horry
Emerson Fosdick put this thought in a very powerful way:
“We cannot reconcile Jesus Christ and war — that iz the
essence of the matter, That & the challenge which today
abwould stir the conacience of Christendom. Wiar is the most
colossal and ruinous social sin that aficts mankind; it =
utteriy and rremedisbly unchristian; in its total method
and effect it means evervthing that Jesus did not mean
and it mesns nothing that He did mean; it i 8 more
blatant denial of every Chnstion doctring about Cod and
man than all the theoretionl atheists on earth ever could
devise. To would e worth while, would it not, to see the
Chrigtian Church claim as her own this greatest moral
izaue of our time, toses ber Iift once more a3 in our fathees’
davs, a clear standard against the paganiam of this present
world and, refusing to hold her conscience at the heck and
call of belliperent states, put the kingdom of God above
nationalism and call the world to peace. That would not
he the denial of patrotism but 1ts apothenss,”

The essence of the matter & that Jesos Christ s
ngainst the spiett of merder in every form, He s against
per — and someday He will put an end too it forever!

He iz againat all malice and envy and hate Jesus
Chrst taught the dignicy of man and the sacredness of
human life — “Created in the image of God.”

And the great Father of Jesus Christ, the Almighty
Goo who governs the universe from His throne in hesven,
that Giod thunders at an sge of violence and rebellion:
“Thou shall not murder,”
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The Seventh Commandment

marriage? In this age of broken homes, juvenile

delinquents and modern psechology, many will say
thut the answer iz “ves”

But the fact remains that the more these “modern”
thecriea are put into practice, the faster the divorce rate
climbe and the more little children are doomed to grow up
without the blessing of a stable, happy home It is &
painful ract that one ond of threr marriages in Americs
ends in the diverce courts,

The marriages end — hut the sufering and anguish
and grigf do nat, For the bttle childeen of such broken
homes, the vears of frusirofion and empliness are only
beginning,

Is there a real MEANING to marriage that modern man
needs to understand? Are there Cod-given Laws and prin-
ciples that can safeguard a Christian marriage and make it
happy and purposeful?

IS TBEXUAL COMPATIEILITY the all-important thing in

The Seventh Commandment Stated

The Creator God devoted fieo of His ten great apiritual
laws — the Ten Commandments — to protecting the
relationships in the home and familv. In thizs book, we
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have already discusmsed the first of thess: “Honor thy
father and thy mother, ...

The ather law divectly governing the home and family
i contained in the seventh commandment: "THoU SHALT
NOT COMMIT ADULTERY (Ex. 20 1d )

Almighty God gave this commandment to protect the
honor and sanctity of marriage. Immedistely after the
sixth command which declares the sacredness of human
life, God mives this law to safeguard the heghest eorthily
relotiomship, For marriage and the home i the 5as13 of all
decent society,

The wards of thie command direcely forbid adultery as
violating the sacred rights of the marriage relation. s
gpirit makes evident the fact that all unchasie conduct
hefore marriage 15 g wrong done to the future mareiage and
unfaithfulness before marrage iz violating the command
me much as adultery committed after marriage.

Im this "permismive” modern age, it B important to
remind ouwrgelves that God has promised to reward thoss
wha break this commandment with the penalty of EATH,
“And the man that committeth adultery with snother
man’s wife, even he that committeth adultery with his
neghbor's wile, the sdulterer and the adolieres shall
surely be pal fo death” (Lev. 20010}

Again, in the New Testament, God sava: “"For the
wages of din iz pRATH'" (Hom. 6:23).

Wy is the sin of adultery ao preat as to merit death,
and, in God's judgment, eternal death in the lake of firve —
unlese really repented of? The answer =2 thi=s: The reason
adultery is such s TERmBLE sin in God's sight is that
marriage is such a precious, righteous, hoely thing that
MUST NOT BE DEFILED!

The meaning of marriage and 1ts great PURPOSE In
Cod's plan needs despergfely to be ynderstood in this age
of unhappy marriages and broken homes,

The PURPOSE of Marriage

It is impossible to understand the true meaning of
ruarriage withowt first understanding that sex and mar-
riage are God-given and God-ordained. To leave God oot
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of the picture — as this modern age is doing — is to
degrade the marnage union to mere animalism.

Motice (Fod's PURPOSE in creating man and woman!
“And the Lord God ssid [after He had made only the
man ], It is et good thet the man should be alone; 1 will
make an help meet for him™ (Gen, 2:18). God saw that
man was INCOMPLETE by himself, and so He decidod to
make a help “meet” or mutable for the man — one with
whom man could really. share his life.

Then God brought all the other living creatures o
Adam — and be pamed them. "But for Adam there was
not found an help meet for him" (verse 200, Thers was no
ather cregiure really LEE Adam — one who could share
his sorrows and jovs, his hopes and dreams,

And 50 God created woman out of Adam’s very flesh
and bone, *And Adam enid, This s now bone of my bones,
wnd fesh of my fleah: she shall be called woman, because
she was taken out of man™ {verse 21),

Here now was a creature equeal with Adam, another
pergon with whom he could share EvERYTHING, And she
was erenled to be a suitable "help”™ to him, and to be his
wife and companion, For God said: *“Therefore shall a man
leave his fnther and his mother, and shall cleave unto his
wife: and they shall be one fTesh”™ (verse 24},

Cod made us male and female, God creafed s5% 85 a
beputiful and holy thing to be used to His glory. And, as
wa have just seen, Goninstiluted marriage — not man, or
the laws or courts of man,

So the first and primary purpose of marniage & to
miake man and woman complete, Ench is incomplete with.
out the other. Man alone was not ahble to fulfill the pue
pose Tor which God created hirm — was not able te learn
the lessons of cHARACTER which God intended — and so
God eveated the woman as a "help”™ Lo the man. And, in
the very creation, God showed that they were to dwall
togecher as man and wife in one fesfily urton — to share
EVERYTHING in this life, and so make their lives mean-
imgful and oompdete inoa physical senge at least,

The secomnd purpose of sex and marriage is the beget-
tal and training of children. For God had told the man snd
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woman: “Be [lraitful, snd mulfiply, and replenish the
carth and sobdue it .. 7 (Gen. 1:28),

In fegerting children comes the responsibility of pro-
feeting and training them, A stable, happy home and
marriage are indiepensable to the correct nurture and
training of a child. And God commands: “Train up a child
in the way he should go: and when he is obd, he will not
depart from 167 (Frov, 22:6),

Both parents are responsible for the supervision and
training of their children. But the minute-by-minute,
hour-by-hour responsibility of care and training of the
children falls the lot of the wile as the God-given “helper”
of her husband, The Eternal God commande that the
young women are to be taught “to be sober, to love their
husbands, to Jlove their childeen, to be discreet, chaste,
KEEPELS AT HOME, ofedient fo their own husbands, that
the Word of God be not blasphemed™ | Titus 2:4-6).

The Home Is a School for
Character Development

The home and family is the Basa of all decent
society! The lessons of characler learned in the home —
patience, understanding, kindness — all of theae are quali-
ties that God wants in man for all efernity, and the famely
relationship is one of the best placea in which they can be
learned!

Bebter than any other place, the lessong of decency,
oty nnal & sense of regponaibility are lenrnesd in o happy
anid well-balancad Korme.

And so, in addition to making man complete and for
the hegettal and training of children, o third greag purpose
in sex and marriage i the building of CHARACTER in the
home and family relationship, The kingdom and law of
God &= based on LOVE. Jesus gaid: “T is more blessed to
aivi than to receive” (Acts Bk35) To obey Gono's law of
marriage, man and wife must literally cive themselves to
egach other in overy phase and facet of their lives,

Showing that this principle must be practiced in the
sexunl relationship as well as in others, the Apostlc Paul
commanded: “Let the hosband render unto the wife due
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benevalence: and likewise also the wife unto the hushand.
The wife hath not power of her own hody, but the hue
band: and likewise also the hushand hath not power of his
own body, but the wife, Defraud ve not one the sther.
except it be with consent for a time that ve mav give
viourselves to fasting and praver: and come together aguin,
that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency” (I Cor.
T:3-4).

The material act of bodily union & a debt each mar-
riage partner owes the other. But it B a debt of Love and i
e0 intimate and holy that God often blesses it with s New
”FET']:-: Irivine purpose in sex attraction is to kindle love
and intensify it until there is complete and mutual surren.
der of two lives. Love in its highest sense fs union. The
marriage union of mind, heart and body, 11 & made sacred
by God's command, for He instituted marriage to be the
perfoct expression of this love of man and woman. If vy
dis not yet have a copy of the free, full-color booklet Your
Muarriage Can Be Happy, send for one today, This booklet
brings vou the true perspective of the modern marrage
crigis, and gives concrete laws that will lead to real marital
happiness. Mailing addresses where this booklet can be
obtained without charge are listed on page 144.

Marriage Pictures Christ and His Church

Ar ordained by God. the marriage union = & #oLy
thing, Tt is so holy that in His Word Almighty God uses
the marringe union as a type of the relationship betwesn
Crarist and His Church!

Notice Ephesians 5:22-33: “Wives, submit yourselves
unta your own husbands, as unto the Lord, For the hus-
band is the head of the wife, Evis as Christ &= the Head of
the Church: and He is the Saviour of the body. Therefore
a5 the Church s subject unte Christ, so let the wives he to
thear own hushands in everyehing.”

In thie place, God shows that in the Christian home
the wife is to submit herself to her husband as the HEAD of
that home just as she must learn to submit to Chrise
Himsgelf for all eternity! In this haly relationzhip,
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ahe ig learning a [esson of LAsTING faithfulness!

Then the husbands are addressed: “Husbands, Love
your wives, EVEN A8 Christ aleo loved the Chureh, and
gave Himself Tor it - . . a0 ought men to love their wives as
their own bodies. He that loveth his wile loveth himselt™
{verses 25, 28).

Jesus Christ served, helped, frained, protected and
eventually cave Himself for His Church. So are hushands
te protect, to provide for, to guide, to encourage, to love
and cive to themr wives!

A Christian man is to be the HEAD of his house, Yet he
is to use that office to serve and fo give protection, guid-
ance and happiness to his wife and family. And Almighty

jod holds him responsible for being the riomT kind of
head!

Because of this great lesgon and perpose in marriage,
Giod says: “Por this cause shall 8 man leave his father and
mother, and shall be joined unto his wile, and they two
shall be oxE FLESH" (verse 31).

In the marriage union, man and woman are made
oME. Their relationship is then to picture the eternal,
loving and serving relationship of Christ and His Church.
Therefore, NOTHING can come between them!

The lezson of marrage is to teach us eferna! FaiTH-
FULNESS to Jesus Christ as cur Head! To separate from
one’s God-given mate is o FalL to learn the lesson which
God intends for us to learn in marriage. [t 1s & REPROACH
to Almighty God — for it denies His wisdom in onrdaining
the marriage union in making us truly “one fesh” with our
mate!

How can we ever be faithful to the living Ged
throughout alf eternity if we selfishly REFUSE to be faith-
ful to the mats to whom we are bound in this life for only a
few vears — and to learn the lessons of patience, kindness,
longsuffering, salf-control, Love and FArTHFULNESS in the
gacred marriage union?

The Teaching of Jesus Christ

Now it becomes increasingly clear why Jesus Chirist
tanght the BINmNG quality of the marriage vow.
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When Jesus was asked by the hypocritical Pharisees
why Moses allowed divorce in Od Testament times, He
answered; “For the hardness of vour heart he wrote vou
this precept. But from the beginning of the creation God
made them male and female. For this cause shall a man
leave his father nnd mother, and cleave to his wife: aml
they twain ghall be oNE FLESH: 8o then they are no more
twain, but ome fesh. What therefore Goo hath foined
tngether, LET MOT MAN PUT AsUNDER" (Mark 10;5-9),

hvoree generates divoree! A moment’s reflection will
recall that the commonplace granting of divorees was
abeolutely UNHEARD OF only fifty years ago. The reli-
gious leaders of that time and before warned us that if
divorce were once tolerated there would be no restraint
powertul enough to keep it within the limits then fixed or
foreseen. Today we see the TRUTH of this warning! We now
behald the ead and miserable spectacle of ane third and in
many aress as many as ONE HALF of all marnages — a
holy and sacred and fosting relationship ordained by
Almighty God — end in FATLURE in the divorce courts of
men!

And after divorce, what?

It & n matter of record that most divoroed persons
seck another mate, and many find a second or a8 hind or a
fourth mate to satisfy a desire which Gop intended should
be satislied and channelled and uplifted in the Aol and
sacred marviage with their first and onlv real mate — who
in moat coses s till lving,

And the words of the living Christ TuoxpEr: *"Whoso-
ever shall put away his wile, and merry another, commit-
feth ADULTERY againat her. And if 5 woman shall put away
b hisband, and be marded to another she committeth
ADULTERY" (verses 11-12).

The God of creation through His Son Jesus Christ
calls divorce and remarriage AnULTERY!

He did wor say that the second marriage cervmony is
adultery. He sayve the one who remarries “commitieth"
adultery. The word is used in a progressive sense and
means such individuals practice or eontinee in or loe in
ADULTERY!



108 The Ten Commandmemsis

The penalty for sin is death {(Bom. 523} This s
indeed & sERIOUS matter]

Marriage Is BOUND by God

We now soe that marriage s not something that just
“eyvolved"” through the reasoning and gradual civilization
of man. RBather, marriage was ordained by the Creator
Gon. He ordained marriage as a foly umion picturing the
everlasting PAITHYULKESS between Christ and His Church!

And every form of adultery is so very wrong and EVIL
becanse marriage iz so Aoy and sackED in the sight of
Almighity Grodd

Achultery is not only an ofense to the aggrieved fnsg-
band or wife involved. It is an offense to their fome aond
their ehildren Tt 8 an ofense sgainst soriely — because it
strikes ar the very basiz of all decent society, But, most of
all, it is an offense against Gop Himself and against an
institution which He has ordained and made holy!

In Americs and Britain today, a God-rejecting
society all too often sentimentalizes about remarmied
couples who may both have living mates by a previous
marriage bound by God, Modern society thinks it is a
“shame" to sprak ¢pil — as they would put it — about
such a “love” between two formerly married people. They
think & second marriage must be blessed because children
vome along — and that it must not be spoken against on
their account, Or they sympathize with the “love” and
“happiness” that such a couple elaim to have found in
such o second “marmags.”

What they do mor consider is that Gon zets the laws
cotcerning marriage and divorce! They often fail to con-
gider the suffering and the frusfrafion of the children
invalved in the original and Ged-ordoined marriage of
guch & couple being martied for the second time. Society
often refuses to consider that this couple ought to have
learned the potience, wisdom, self-conéirol and real LOVE
which would have made 8 success of their first and owuy
real marriage in which God sousp them for the remasincer
of their natural lives!

People Tail to realize that anything which constitutes
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ndultery such as divorce and remarringe — unfuithfulness
to o marriage partner — or even fust which i the hagin-
ning of all adultery — is regarded Az REBELLION against
the Law of Almighty God who gives them every hreath of
air they breathe!

The sin of kst is more fully understood when you
realize how rightecus and hodv the proper use of sex in
marriage is to Almighty God the Creator, The process of
adultery, and the process of divorce and remarriage usu-
allv beging in the heart.

Motice hew Jesus Christ covered this point in mag-
nifying the law of God and making it holy: “Ye have heard
that it was said by them of old time thou shalt not
commit adultery; but I say unto vou, that whossever
LOOKETH 00 & womsn fo fust after her hath committed
adultery with her already in his heart” (Matt. 5:27-28).

Jesus taught that you BREAK the seventh command
ment when you even g0 much as entertwin thoughts of
sexived fust toward another person. Action follows thought.
So it & part of the development of Christian character for
every (God-fearing person to learn to guide and to channel
his thoughts away from all lust snd sensual desires

The CRIME of Modern Sociaty

More than most people even bwgin to realize, the
aordid emphasis on sEX in our modern society 8 ferribly
terong! Yet that sex smphasis s so deeply permeating
every phase and facet of modern society that most people
have become aceustomed to it and do not even fully realize
what is going on.

The dress and clothing styles of modern women
emphasize one thing — ser. Our newspaper headlines
emphasize and exploit things having to do with sex, Most
modern magazines emphasize sev continually — and often
think that they will not be able (o sell enough coples
unless they can get the word “sex” in the title of some
article appearing on the magazine cover!

Throughout the newspapers, magazines, billbonrds
and TV advertiserments, sex is emphasized over and over
mgain in different and varying waye. More modern books
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addvertsements and articles are literally FrooDisc the
markets!

Meanwhile, in the industries that contrel the most
realistic, life-like media that influence and move young
people Lo action = movies and televizion — the empliasis
in an ever-increasing number of productions i upon sEx or
violence, or 8 combination of botk,

But modern society is paving o termble pEnaLTY for
these widespread sins and abominations! More and more
homes are made miserable and wretchod becauss of adult.
erous relations of one or both mates, Tncreasing numbers
of homes are ending in divorce. More children are being
left without the leve and guidance of both parents! And
illieit sexual intercourse before marriage — called “forni-
cation” by God — B becoming almest a commonplace
thing among young people in today's society.

Yot any and afl of these things are breaking the
seventh commandment!

Those voung people, who are cheapening and dam-
aging the happiness of their future marriages through
illicit sex before marriage, are seriously injuring their
entive Tuture in this present life. And unless they repent
and stop thig vile practice, they will force God by an
eternal necessity to exclude them from His Kingdom and
everlasting life and happiness therein (I Cor. 6:9), God's
laws are always for our own good and the good of those
arcund us. They should be obeyed. We should fear heing
counted with the “abominable” and “whoremongers”™ who

will have their part in the lake of fire which is the second
death! (Rev, 31:8)

DBEY the Seventh Commandment

God gives some important advice to those who are
tempted to commit fornication or adultery, In this age of
gexn gtimulation and lost, it 18 invalushle 1o HEED this
advice if you would enter inte the Kingdom of God and
eternal lifa,

God suve: "Flee fornication™ {1 Cor, 6:18). He does
not sy to let your mind dwell on wrong sexual ideas or
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desires. He does not say to place vourself alone with
anather man's wife or with o single woman with whom you
might be sexually temptod. He does not say to watch
movies or television or read books which wrongly stimu-
late the sexual appetite.

God pors say to get as for away from these things as
vou possibly ean! He says to rum — fo FLEE — away from
templation to sexual sin,

Sex iz 20T a “toy” to be played with and experimentad
with, Tt should be regarded as a God-given blessing in the
Aedy and saceed martiage union which the Creator Him-
gelf has ordained. It shoiuld alweys be thought of with
reverencs, and a8 an exphession of unselfish Love in a
Christian unmion which pictures the everlusting FAIMTHFUL-
WESE of Christ and His church!

Those who are married or are about 1o be should look
forward townrd marriage a5 an expresgion of looe in the
sense of GIVING — not selfishly getting and taking, They
ghould look forward to home and familyv s a fredning
ground 1o build cHARACTER to better fit them for eternal
life in the Kingdom of God. Mealizing this, they should lat
nothing turn them aside from ther fiorthfuinesss to each
other, from their growth in patience, In understanding, in
Rindress, in sel-control, 0 wisdom, 0 Love.

"Cheap” and terperary loyvalties are wrecking and
ruining many of the depgartments in swr governments — as
they all eadly realize. They sre hurting industry, the
echools, and even the Church,

The Godantended blessing of being ahle to really
DEFEND upon your own beloved partner in marringe is
being withheld from most marred peaple in our modern
“seiontific” society! And the ferrs, dowbls, mistrusts and
frustrofions that this breeds are affecting the relationa of
pecple through ecery phase of their lives,

This generation nerds desperafely to learn the lesson
of fesitng FAITHFULNESS in marriage and in the home! [
nesls to obey both the feffer and the spint of God's
seventh commandment: “Thow shoalf nol commit ooult-
ery.”

[Editors Mote; Recently Ambassador College pub-



The Sevemh Conamandmeis 1%

lished, a8 & public service, not to be sold, a vERY Mpoi-
TANT BooR. 11 is a book of 236 pages titled, The Missing
Dimension in Sex.

This important bosk makes plain the Missiso poaes.
s1oN in knowledge of sex and marriage. It makes plain the
reason why this vital knowledge is missing.

We offer you this book, entirely gratis, your free copy
on request, postpaid.,

The publishers must, regrettably, refuse to send this
beok to unmarried minors. And although it is hoped that
parents will recognize the urgency of placing this volume
In the hands of their own adolescent and teen-age chil-
dren, that must remain solely the vesponsibility of the
parents.|



PART EIGHT

The Eighth Commandment

offense was committed every 5% seconds in 1970

Compared with 1960, the 1970 crime statiatics
revedled that murders were up 56 percent, forcible rape up
95 percent, robbery up 186 percent, burglary up 113 per-
hent, and ||:E.j;4:|l‘ Lat'n:_:-l::h:,' up 20 pereenl, Inerenss in crime
wie over thirtean times as great a2 the population ineremse
— Az was mentionsd in a previous chapter. (See pages 11
and 65 of 1970 Lingform Crime Report),

We live in a society that & sick and dving. We have
logi the right values! We hove cuf onrseloes off from God.
Aewe hove sson in the previogs parts in this book on God’s
Ten Commandments, obedience to God’s Law = THE way
bo peaee, to happiness, and to the abundant fife,

But with our inerensing disobedience to God's biving
taws, we are suffering the R T T in physical as well
ms in spiritual ways. In Gual’s Law, the neost imeporfant
thing ik our RIGHT relationship with Aem — covered by tha
first four commandments — and the protection of fhe
fovme, the fomily and homan Ufe itself — covered in the
next three commandments,

The rebellivnzneas of the human mind is remarkahly
evidenced by the fact that human laws have repersed this
order of importance. At the present moment, there are far

THE Ustren Srares crime clock indicated a major
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maore laws on the statute books protecting property than
there are to protéct human life, the home, and the true
worship of God,

It & true that it is not given to human beings or
courts of men to legislate upon the true worship of the
Living God. Yet it is an appalling Facr of our modern
society that the lack of oay respact or worship of
Abmighty God is hardly counted ax sin at all in public
CRAERAEATL,

And thiz sin of REBELLION is the root from which all
others grow!

And 50 — in spite of the multitude of laws protecting
property — men cuT oFF from the true God are stealing in
many devious ways more fan ever before in human
hustory!

The Eighth Commandment Stated

After the God of Heaven thundered from the top of
Mt. Sinai the commandments ordaining the true worship
of Him, and laws protecting the most sacred human rels-
tionghips — the home, the family, and human life iteelf —
God gave the eighth commandment, Thiz i God's Faw
protecting all private property and possessions: ““THou
SHALT NoOT STEAL" [Ex. 20:15).

Because men do not think the God whe gave this
commandment 18 REAL — and do not fear to disobey His
Law — wi: have more literal theft than ever before. But we
also violate the cighth command in hundreds of ways
through a “watered down" aystem of morality.

After discussing some debased scheme by which 1o
cheat a business competitor of cusfomer, execubives
shrug their shoulders and say: “Well, that's just
business,”

Or, after & recéption involving false mensurement,
poor gquadity or misleading advertising, a businessman will
say: “What's the difference? If [ don't do it, somehaody elze
will."”

When cheating the government or fakifying an
income tax return, the common American phrase to salve
one’s conscience iz “Let Uncle Sam sweat this time. The
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government is taking too much money anyway. So what?”

Yes, s0 wHAT? Is that “just business"?

Waell, it also happens to be Gop's business — and
He has set inm motion a LAW stating: "Thou shalt not
ateal.”

When you break God's Law — i breaks !

For God’s Laws are living, moving things — like the
law of gravity, When you transgress them, the punish-
ment is euboneatic — and it 15 SURE,

The Right to Property

According to God's Waord and His Law, there are only
fwo right ways in which you can come into possession of
anything,

The first ig by a free gift of another person, or firom
Crod Himself. The second is by honest labor, which earns
something a5 a legitimate meturmn,

Any other way is theft — the taking from another
that which belongs to him.

The vighth commandment recognizes the legitimate
sequisition of property, and forbids theft, It s important
to note that, in principle, the sighth command ronsis afl
forms of communism which deny man’s right to property.

It also forbide internotional TEEvERY n which
nations forcibly comfiscade and steal the property and pos
sessions of others. And, to our lasting shame, ALL nalions
stand auiLty of breaking God’s Law in this respect!

In principle, gambling ie also a violation of the eighth
commandment. A man who gambles, whether in play or in
serons business, puts into hie pocket money for which he
haz done no honest work. By thiz very fact he robs the
i Fromy whom b pecoives, and violmtes Giod's Law of love.

Yet, throughout Britain and America today, profes-
ging “Christian™ people gamble in lotteries, sweepstakes
and many other ways to the tune of MiLLIONS of dollars!
This lst for possession witheut toil, this act of trying to
get something for nothing. i= a blatant dendal of the teach-
ings of Christ

And it 5 a well-known fuct that wherever any large
amount of gambling takes place, the traffic in dope, in
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prostitution, and in organized crime almost mmediately
skyrockets!

Young people today sre lesming to #TEAL in an
immensaly large and organized fishion, Mot only are they
purloining articles by the thousands from stores, shops,
schoals and even churches, but they regularly organize an
intricate dystem of CHEATING on tests and oxame in
sehools and colleges,

Because it 15 generally looked on without too much
alarm, this practice is growing at an unprecedented rate.
But what the voung people may not have been told is that
“cheating” B fuking a ecore or grade legally — and is
STEALING. It is directly breaking the sighth command-
ment of Cood!

Organized THEFT in Modern Industry

The industrinlist or merchant who uses false weights
and measures or a poor goality of msterinl or work-
manship to deceive the public is just ag cuTery of breaking
the gighth commandment as & comman thief! He is trying
to get something more than s legitimate return for his
product,

Viewing the illegal excess he hopes to receive, he i
trving to gel that extrs semething for NOTHING. In prin.
ciple, he is aimply STEALING!

Yet, in how many thousands of cases this type of
lawlessness and deception iz practiced, God alone knows,

Another little-realized method of thievery is the mod.
erm practice in growing and preparing foods. Throogh refis.
sal to let the land lie completely idle every seven years as
God commanded (Lev, 25:3-4), and thraugh the use of
wiuter soluble chemical fertilizers, many farmers are rob-
bing the soil of the nutrients which would bring forth
health-producing food. Instead, the foods produced on
these devitalized fields have been ROBRED of the natural
vitaming, minerals and food elements which God intended
should be thers

In effect, the people forced to eat these foods are
robfaeed of health, vitality, and in some cases of life fiselfT
Witness the trend toward vitamin pills and capsules,



& The Ten Commandments

toward “enriched” bread and milk with vitamins arti-
ficially “added.” These artificial vitaminge — which in
many cases your body cannot wse — would NEvVER be
necessary if the foods we eat had been properly grown and
processed in the first place!

The same condemnation is due the processors of Food
whe through greed for “filthy lucre” remove the health-
giving elements from the fomds we eat. Or, n thousands of
cises, they add chemical “preservatives" to foods which
are absolutely darngerons to the health of those who eat
thermn.

Needless to say, there is not time or space here for a
complete explanation of this principle, But it is important
to realize that mirrons of human beings in our “Chris
tian™ civilization are sulfering the elects of man-made
deficiency diseases, These are brought on partly because of
personal ignorance of what to eat and partly because of
si¥ and GREED on the purt of food manufacturers who
have Enowingly robbed our foods of fegiving clemenis!

For all those who sTeEAL in this or any other similar
fashion, there s a day of solemn JUDGMENT corming.

Thievery Through False Advertising

One of the grest commercial 5i8s of our age 1= the
common practice of felse adverfising, The consumer is led
to expect that o certain “pll"" for instance, will cause him
bo lose weight, gain weight, incresse his potency, rostore
his thinning hair, or whatever the case may be And, in
most caged, this atatement is a direst, willful Lis withowd
any doubt.

Such a practice s, in effect, sTEALING from the pesple
who pay money to achieve the promised result.

In many cases, the victims of these gigantic frauds are
pot only robked of money, they are robbed of health,
heppiness and pecee of mind. Many a “respectable™ bigsi-
nessman and community lesder has attained his position
largely through this type of mess deceplion and theft!

Our nations and peoples need to wake upl Just
because a zin can be made outwardly to appear "respect-
able,” remember that Gob 1= the real Judge
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The Almighty has this to say: “"Know ve not that the
unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not
deceived: neither formicators . . . nor thieves . . . ghall
inherit the kingdom of God" (1 Cor. G:9-1).

Lest any mzunderatand, remember thet it = Gods
will that His servants progper in material wealth — as
long as they gain it honestly, and don’t sef their hearis
epon i, The Apostle John wrote: “Beloved, T wigh abowe
all things that thou mavest progper and be in fealth, even
as thy soul prospereth” (11 John 2).

Tarmished Wealth

Howewver, we must alo learn that an imdustrialist's
wealth which is tarnished by an unnecessarily high death
rate in his plants or factories s ill-gotien gain — and he is
branded in the hight of Ged’s Law as a tHies, if not a
miurderer!|

The prineiple behind the sighth commandment is bro-
ken apgain and sgain in the relstions of compeal and fabar.
James was inspired to warn the dishonest employer:
“"Behold, the hire of the lsbourers . . which 1= of vou kept
back by fraud, crieth: and the coes . . ace entered mio the
ears of the Lord of sabacth" (James 54,

It is aleo equally true — and especiafly o in Bhis e
o corripd wrifonism — that many a workingman soss his
emplover! He does this by teking his wage and wet
withhobding his Full share of honest labor. And thet is
FTEALIMNG!

All too often one laboring man tells his fellow; “Slow
down, buddy, vou're working too hard. If you keep on
working like thet, we'll alf have to work hard around
here!"

British and American laborers, spending from a third
to & holf of ther working time on “tea breaks™ "eoffes
hreaks” and “cigaretts breaks,” are causing our industries
to be bedly beaten in the worldwide trade war now going
on. It is affecting the pEaTMY of the American and British
pediple!

The eighth commandment of Almighty God has a
messaEe tor Soth capital and labor,
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Tocapital: “A fair dayv’s wage fora fair day’s work.”™

To labor: “A fair day’s work For a fair doay's wage'”

But just stealing from a fellow human being is not the
anly principle involved in the eighth commandment. God
owng far morve property than any man (Hag, 2:8),

Stealing From God

In Malachi 3, speaking to modern-day Jacob or fsrael
[werse Gf, Grod declaves; "“Will o man rob God? Yet ve have
robbed me. But ve say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In
TrrHESs and orrFErRmas.” God here indicta our modern
English-speaking peoples for mobpiNc our very Creator
and His Work todav! No wonder there 5 s Litthe troe
rishigion loft on earth todey! No wonder there s s0 much
confusion and deceit going abwat in the name of Christiamity!

God continues; "Ye are cursed with g curse: for ve
have robbed me, even this whole nation™

THEN Gon PROMISES 1N His Woro: “Bring e all the
TITHES into the storehouse, that there may be meat in
mine howse, and prove me mowe herewrith, saith the Lord of
hosts, if T will not open you the windows of heaven, and
pouE you out 8 BLESSING, that there shall not be reom
enough to receive it (Mal, 3:8-10}

Here is a blistering cusrienor from Almighty God!

God says He wiLt pLEss you if yvou begin fithing — as
He commands — through forth in Him and in His Word.
I.:i!r.rul]y' hundreds: of case histories may be cited bo sk
that God certainly doss bless the tither even in saleriel
wave, He may not slwayve do so immediafely. You may
have to obey Him and exercise faith for o while. But as vou
zeree Him, obey Him, fruat Him, God wiLL keep His part of
the bargain,

Your blessing 2 CERTAIN To caome!

Maotice this joyful letter from one of our listeners who
took God's promize literally:

“A few weeks ago | was absolutely broke financially. 1
received ton conts. [ was tempted not to tithe the one cent.,
I did, Then o fow days later | received one dollar, Again, 1
wiis bempled o Reep the tithe becawse o many needs, |
just received forty dollars and am getting the tithe off to
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you #e soon as posgible. T have been faithful and so Has
Gon."”

For a more detailed explanation of other important
points on the subject of tithing, write for our free boeklet,
Ending Your Finaneial Worries,

Mailing nddresses where this hooklet can be obtained
without charge are listed on page 144.

The Command Applied Positively

The definite positive application of the eighth com-
mandment is stated in the New Testament letter to the
Ephesiuns, “Let him that stole steal no more: but rather
let i labour, werking with his hunds the thing which is
good, that e may have to give to him that needeth” {Eph
4280,

On the one side, stealing & condemned in this passage,
On tho other, working and giving are outlined as the way
OF LIFE the positive application of Ged's command die-
tates,

Property and possessions are to be guined by honest
irork — not merely to satisfy personal deaives and needs —
but =0 that any excess mav be freely aivew to the brother
in need. In the real intent or “spirit” of God's Law, a man
not only steals by taking from another that which iz his,
but by refuzal to work in order ta share and CIVE to others
in mesd!

The true Chrstian should be: “Distributing to the
necessity of anints: given to hospitaliy™ (Rom. 12:13),

As God's begotten children, we are to become fike
Him (Matt. 5:48). And Jesus said: “My Father worketh
hitherto, snd T wark™ John G170

God's kingdom & a ereating, a working, a producing
kingdom. God creates and works in order fo give and
ahare with others!

For the inspired James wrote: “Every good gift and
every perlect gift s from above, snd cometh down from
the Father...” {James 1:17). And = the very natwe of
Gl — which we all MusT come to have if we are to have
eternnl life — that nature s working, producing and aiv-
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. It @8 the very anfithesis of stealing in any and every
form!

The positive lesson of the eighth commandment is
also summarized in thess all-inclusive words of Jesus, the
Christ: "W (s more blesged fo give than fo receive™ (Acts
ik ek,

If, through God's Spirit, we can truly Jearn Lo e by
those words, we will have indeed fulfilled the spint of the
eighth commandment!



PART NINE

The Ninth Commandment

atamdard of morality.

This is the age of respectable-appeanng indus-
trial leaders, povernment officials and college professors
perjuring themselves on the witness stand and even be-
fore the United States Senate. This age alss presents the
peculiar spectacle of millions of people who believe in
evolution attending churches which nominally, at least.
believe in the Creator God of the Hible,

The Chriet of the Bible thoroughly condemned the
HYPOCRITES of His day. What would He say about owr
Senerationy

Tm.s 15 the age of the “sophisticated lie,"” the double

Society Living a Lie

In his hook, Sex, Vice and Bustness, Monroe Fry tells
of “the willingness of communities to accept viee when it
bringgs an indireet profit Lo their reepectable businessmen ™
Hig hook shows plainly what thoueands of sophisticated
adults nlready know: that “respectable” church and civic
leaders are often ready and willing to support gambling,
prostitution and nareotics if it is to their finaneial advan-
tage to di ko

To the community at large, thoy appear as the pillars
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of virtue and respectability, To the procurers of pros-
titutes, marcoftics or big-time gamhbling czars, they are
riendy Lo make an “undercover deal.” They are ready touss
their civie influesnce or pogition to let organized vice and
erime Aourish in their community — so long as they get &
financial “cut.”

In plain languape, they are Sving o LIE!

The revelation of how much our entire “Christian™
society is based on thiz type of Hyrocrisy i absolutely
astounding! But we are paying a stern penally never-
theless — for we are breaking the ninth commandment of
(rod.

In this book expounding the Ten Commandments, we
have seen that the GREATEST sin of all ia puiting some-
thing else in place of the trué God. This, in turn, leads to
idolatry, to Maspheming God’s name, to breaking His
Spbhath, te dishonoring our human parents, to murder,
aclultery and stealing,

And the exact saMi principle applies to the ninth
commandnent of God,

The Minth Commandment Stated

"THOU SHALT NOT BEAE FATSE WITNESS AGAINET THY
NEICHROLE™ [Ex 2:E6),

It is only seeking Tor and bearing witness to the fruth
that man & esociated with God. For, in literal fect, God s
TRUTH!

Joesug sakl: “Thy word i truth” (John 17:17n And
apnin: “F amr S gy, e TRUTH, and the Bfe” (John 14:6)

Mo matter what other faults and weaknesses a4 man
may have, ir he is willing to speak the émath, live openly
and eruthfidly what he really &, and acknowledge the frcth
when it iz shown to him, that man ¢an be regpected and
fielped to overcome his personal weaknesses.

The far-searching spivitual application of the ninth
commandment is fremendous, Conaider: (1) There 15 &
personal, living Almighty God of this universe whose wiys
and laws are intrinsically “right.” (2) Therefors, o man
who iz honest, who ia willing to speak the frufh and
acknowledge the TrurTe when it is revealed, MUST #ven.
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tually be “converted” to the true God and His ways!

But o man whese word is ne good, who is (n the hahit
of LYING to others and to himsell — that man's very
chavacter and mental processes are so TWISTED and PER-
VERTED that he can NEVER come to understarnd even the
truth of God wntil his mind is literally “cleaned up”!

That is why it is =0 viTALLY important that — even
though among humans there may be honest differences of
apinion on many matters — we all learn to loe and speak
TRITTHFULLY,

Yet, we are living in a socieby which & increasingly
permeated by various forms of untruth, hypoerisy and
self-deception, If we are ever to build the character of God
— and inherit eternal life — we must consider the aind
commandrent in all of its ramifications — and learn o
OREY 1t

The Danger of False Testimony

The ninth commandment protects every upright and
decent man in that it helps guard his reputation. Perhaps
there i no more despicable sin than that of sfander, the lie
invented and spread abroad with imtent to harm one'’s
fellowman,

A thief takes only material goods, which may usually
bet roplaced. But a false witness who slanders may rob one
of estoem and repatation in the eves of his fellowmen —
and the chances make it difficult for it ever to be fully
regained,

The sggressive nature of man makes him the most
guilty party in countless outward acts of sin, But one of
the most common and degrading sins among women =
that of spreading gossip and slander. How many lives,
homes and careers are wrecked by this vile practice is
known to God alone,

The Apcatle James was inapired Lo wam against this
careless use of the tongue: “And the tongue is a fire, a
world of iniquity: a0 is the tongue among our members,
that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the
course of nature; and it iz st on fire of hell”™ (James 3:6).

The first and basic application of the command is
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against false testimony in the courts of justice. This we
call pergpry. It 15 a criminal offense and nghily so, for
justice i= based upon fruth.

Yot even this most basic application of the commeand
stands a5 an indictment against literally THoUsanDs of
men and women in our society who bave the effrontery to
call on the name of God to witness to their wretched lies
and whelesale distortions of truth, The parnde of wit-
nesges openly doing this before the Americon eongres-
gionmal committess 12 alone 3 termble parody on our
nation's morals — a tragic spectacle for our children o
bebold. For it reveals an entire ety of busmessmen,
industrializts, government bureauerats, labor lepders and
evien college professors all basing their lives on deception,
figg and HYPOCORISY.

More than most people fully grasp, this s a desgerous
zitwation” For this means that we must not only digtres
our avowed enemies, hut also our professed “friends.” It
meansg that MILLIONS of man-hours and doilars or pounds
musl be gpent in order to “chock up™ on the honesty of
those in the governiment, in business, and =0 on down the
ling, And it breeds throughout our entire society an wtti-
tude of evmicizm, desmair and futility,

For it iz the result of breaking Gods Taw,

The Practical Value of Honesty

The immediate value of being able to rely on a man’s
word would not only guard every decent man'’s reputation,
and eliminate millions of wasted hours from the burden of
“investigating” every statement and report several times
aver, it would prevent unworthy men from ever heing
placed in high positions of responsibilicy. Tt would literally
“clean up" our society!

How often today are entire sarons guided by men
who are in power ondy becanse of their abifity to delude
and decefive their own people!

Throughout the world, we aee puppet dictators arsing
and promising their followerss “something for yoTHiNG."”
By means of clever propaganda, the leader makes the
people believe what he himself knows to be a big Lig Then
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follow many months or years of uncertainty, anguish,
frustration until ultimate disaster strikes and the TRUTH 15
finally made plain only by force of circumstance.

Even in our democratic nations, men are all too often
recommended for high office — nof because of ntegrity
and abiltty — bul because of what seems “expedient” at
the moment in party politics. The paolitical and govern-
megntal leaders who countenance this are certainly “hear-
ing false witness" againat their fellow countryimen! Thev
are living n LIE — a8 well as helping tell one.

In the ficld of industry and business, think of the
TREMENDOUS benefit that would come to the public if each
company would really tell the ThuTH about its own prod-
uct and honestly seek to serve the consumer’s real needs!
The effects of this would be literally asTounning!

Think of a seciety where each brand of toothpaste and
hreakfast cereal, for example, was not just an imitation or
needless varintion of another but was the only and sEsT of
its particular type, honestly priced and erueffully adver-
tiged! Apply this to every phase of society and you get
enmething near UTOPIA.

But this is noT a far-fetched or fantastic sugpestion. It
i5 mimply the sressives that would come if the entire
sockety really and literally ebeved the ninth command-
mEn i oof God

IT vou would live forever in the sockisty of God, vou are
comManpED by Him who gives vou hife snd breath:
“Wherefore putiing away fving, speak etery man TRUTH
with his neighbior: for we are members one of another”

{Eph. 4:25).

The unbaunded blessinge that would result From obe-
dience to thi= eternal law of God stagger the imagination.
Every bit of propaganda, every bit of news in the papers,
every wdvertisement of any and all products, every busi-
ness dealing, every personal conversation — alf wondd be
fased on TRUTH. Jesus Christ expressed how this living
law would operate to bless those that obeyved Him com-
pletely: “And ve shail know the TRUTH. and the fruth
shall make v FREE" (John &:32).
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Apply the Ninth Commandment in YOUR Life

The very root principle of all sin s vasry, "Vanity of
vanities, zaith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; AvLn és
perrify” (Ecel 1:2).

The renl reason most men reject the trus God & thal
they want to be “gods” in their own eyves and the eves of
their fellowmen, It is vanety,

Every sin that is committed by man has its gltimate
roote in this one principle. And so it = with every form of
Ivfng.

Mlen wre becaose thay ave more concerned with their
own self-esteem and sense of importance than they are
with the ultimate good of their fellowman. They speak and
act folsely bocause they fear the opinions of men much
maore than that of Almighty Gop Himselfl The daily
actions and words of nearly all men boar eloquent tosti-
mony to the liberal truth of this statement

As John said even of the religious leaders of his day:
“For they loved the praise of men maore than the proise of
Gowt™ (Johin 12:43)

Men and women sare often sshamed of what they call
“failure” in a busziness or social sense. They will cheat,
falsify and e in order to avold ths “fallure” — or o
COVEr it wp.

But from the point of view of what is intrinsically
“right” — and of efernal values — the thing they should
fear i gin, For, a3 the Apostle Paul said, “IF God be for pe,
who ean be againsd ws?' {Rom. 8:31.)

Josugs said: “Blessed are ve, when men shall revile vou,
and persecute vou, and shall speak all manner of evi
against vou Talsely, for my sake™ (Matt. 5:11).

We had all bettor quiT WwoRRYING 20 much about
what puny, martal men think — and become far mors
eoneerned phout what Almighty Gon thinks! Then we will
learn to cense from all hvpocrisy in business, in soecinl [ifo,
in politics — yes 0 our redigions and sciendific endeavars,

Remember thot many whom this deceitful world con-
ilemned have received God's blessing and are heirs of efer-
raed fife. Never Torget that it was throuph the sin of falye



The Mneh Commandment 12

festimony and {ving that Jesus Christ was MURDERED!
"For manry bare falze withess against Rim, il e il
ness agreed not fgetier” (Mark 14:561,

Since. fhrough oonify, men want to belisve what i
Ypopular” at the moment, they will “kid themselves™ and
their associates into believing even religious and scientific
theories that have 5o HASIS WHATSOEVER in actual fact!

God warns against all such HYPOCRITES: “For the
wrath of Grod e revesded from beaven against all ungodli-
ness and unrightecusness of men who hold the trath in
unrighteousness" (Hom, 1:18), Mot Bible commentaries
or lexicong show that the expression “held” shoubd have
been translated “hold down™ or “suppress.” Men suppress
the truch,

For God is condemning those who knowingly hodd
dowen or sUPPRESS the truth of God's existencs and His
purpose on this eprth! God says the vain philosophers and
scientists of this world sre “without exewse” for denving
that Gl iit-El'ﬂ“_'-' CREATED this universe and 12 now qu'q:n.g
it through Hiz power {verse 20},

Mos=t scientists and theologians who believe in the
Satan-inspired theory of evolution owglht fo know better
Some of them oo know better! But they are going along
with what pleazes men, and they are oing o Lig!

Grond sy bhey nre “without exeuse™

And in ithe same category are those ministers and
Bitle students who continue o teach and practios whst
they wnow are ancient feathen and poagan beliefs and
customs cendenined i Me Word of Godl, Tnoall todr many
cases, they knoi betier!

They are “without excuse.”

The continued teaching of these basic scientific and
spiritual LIRS is the very thing that 1= BLINDING most of
this world from the real pefere of God and of His true plan
and purpase herve helow. This is the truly TERRIBLE resull
of bearing false witness, self-deception and Ly,

For ms long as supposedly “sducsted” leaders keep
deceiving themselves and others about the very evisfence
and pover and plan of God, our civilization & poossED!
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Live by tha TRUTH

In your own personal life, then, learm the importance
of felling the truth, Felicoing the truth, lvmg the TRUTH.
He Cankrur not to base vour whole life on & series of LIRS
— whether they be personal, politieal, scientific or veli
ghous distortions of truth,

Remember, it 1z the real Trirra which will make vou
free {John 8;32),

In your personal speech, guard your teords carefully,
You need not alwavs epeak evervthing vou know, But
when you speak, et it be TrRUTH. Hemember: “Death and
fife are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it
shall eat the fruit thereol™ (Prov, 18:21),

Mever fovget that g man is only as good as his word. If
a man becomes o habitual har, it 5 slmost impossible w
help him — lor anything he says or doss may simply be
ancther deception,

Oneof the bagic gualities of God's character i that He
is TRUTH, IF we couldn't rely on God's Word, there could
be no peal essurance of forgivoness from past sins, of
present help in time of newd, or of future reward and
eternal life.

Even though God had tremendous well-meaning love,
and all uisdom and power — but you couldn’t redy on His
Word or His promises — WHERE wouLn vou Be?

Have you ever thought of it that way before?

The very diametric opposite of God's charactor 18 that
of Satan the dewvil. A Jesusz Christ revealed: “When he
apeaketh a lie, he speaketh of hig owne for Be i o LIaR, and
the father of it"” {John &:44)

Those wio follow Satan in his refusal to live by trath
have a termible Tate gwaiting them: “But the fearful, and
umbelieving . . . and all Lrans, shall have their part in the
lake which burneth with fire amnd Brimstone: which is the
gecond death™ (Hev. 21:4),

Remember, there are no “white” lwes in God’s sight.,
Half-truths, distortions and deceptions are condemned
throughout God's Word,

Jesug said: “Thy word (s TRUTH™ (John 17:17) Let us
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five &y that inspired Word that we may inherit sternal lfo
i the Kingdom that & based on what i literally trwe and
rieht.

This is the messape of the ninth commandment.



FART TEN

The Tenth Commandment

the financial troubles plaguing most lamilies are
moT the result of low income? Rather, they are
directly caused by overextending & normally adequate
income for feruries and personad indulgence, and by the
American habit of instelfment buving!
"Buay now and pay later,” say the advertizements.
But do you really 8zep to buy this item now? And are
vou sUsE you will be able to “pay later™?

A Society Based on Lust

“Keeping up with the Joneses" is o popular American
slognn,

High pressure advertisementis constantly encourge
this idea It i made to seam "hackwand”™ or wrong not Lo
strive and compete and Luer alter aa many material pos.
pessions a5 your neighbor owns,

The modern idea = to “CeT all vou con while the
Zething i pood”

The incessant pressure to “get ahesd” — which usu-
ally means to scquire more money and material property
— has become a thing of idofadry, [t is RLINDING the minds
and hearts of millions to the 1ife of God.

Several vears ago, &8 prominent religious publication,

Dm you know that recent survevs have revealed thal
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“The Canadian Churchman,” ran a sobéring article reveal-
ing the effect of this material idolatry on young African
Christians studying in the United States and Canada.

Une such young man said: “Before T came to study
here, 1 was a good Christian, I dreamed some day of
hecoming a medical missionary, Nodw Pmoan aiheizt.”

“Why?" asked the shocked interviewer,

“Since coming here,” he replied. "I've discovered that
the white man has fivo gods. One that he tanght us about,
and another gne 1o whom he prays. A Preabyterian mis-
sion school taught me that the tribal doctrines of my
ancestors who worshiped images and balieved in witcheraft
were wrong and almost ludiceons. But here vou worsfiip
farger images — cars and electrionl appliances. I honestly
ot see fhe difference.”

Buarprising?

It shouldn't be. Except that most people et so close
tes their own ein that they can't see it

We live in a so-called “Chriatian™ society which =
literally faged on LUST and greed for mors and more
material thinga!

The frenzied effort to compete with others and “get
ahead” ik the source not only of most financial problems,
But the real esuse of much phvsical and mental illness,
broken homes, frustrated lives.

Mozt important of all, this form of idolatry leaves
almost no time, strength or desire ever to become
aequainted with the trie Gop — whose living laws and
ways alone would bring real inner peace and joy.

The Tenth Commandment Stated

In studying the preceding commandments, we have
seen that erery problem and sorrow in our individual and
national lives i divectly caused by TISOBEDENCE to one
or more of the Commandments of God, We have seon that
God’s spirtfiesl Law, the Ten Commandments, reveals THE
WaY to peace, happiness, prosperity — everything man
reslly wants

But man vsually wants to achieve these results in hix
awn ray — the wroma way, And so he suffers.
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Most men fail to realize that the Ten Commandments
are fiving, moving, ACTIVE laws — like the law of gravity,
They are oufometic. When vou break them, they Dreak
you!

So itois with the final commandment of Gods Law.
Even though it may be broken withowd the dnowledge of
any other fuman being, the penalty for its violation is
absolutely cERTALN!

Thiz present generation above all others needs to
understand and apply this command in personal and
aocial life

“THOU SHALT MOT COVET THY NEIGHBOUR'S HOUSE,
THOU SHALT NOT COVET THY NEIGHROTI'E WIFE, Kol HIZ
MANSERVANT, NOR HIE MATDEERVANT, NOHR HIS OX, NOR HIR
ASE, NOR ANY THING THAT 18 THY XEIGHBOUR'S' {Ex,
20:17),

Of sll the commandments, the tenth refers most spe.
cifically to man's relation to man,

The force of the commandment lies in thess words:
“Thy neighbora. .. thy neighbor's . .. his _,  his. ..
his ., . his. ., thy seighbora.” This is a serenfold gusrding
af the mberesis of anothar,

Tt is not wrong to lawfully desire a wife, a sgrvant, or
an ox or ass But where the object admired s legitimately
ot of reach of the one admiring, admiration merging into
desire tn possess breaks the commandment.

Although this commandment deals mosr obvicusly
with humen and physical relationships, the spirtuad
reguirement of the command & in some ways more rigid
than any that has preceded it. This command remaelates
even the thowghis in the mind and heart of man.

Mot men ook on sin as an eubward or physical type
of ¢hing. They do not realize that the holyv, rnghteous
cHARACTER which God purposes in us pecessitates that
pven our Shonghils be complecely purified and maode like
Hiz.

Action follows thought. What vou think, you are,

I vou secretly reject God's standard and His way, i in
yvour heart vou lust after something which you mther
cannot of will not come to lewhully possess with His
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blessing, them — aponer or later — this mental rebellion
will bring forth cutward S8, The actions will then proceed
to defy God — fo break His Leaw — because the thoughis
have been doing this all along!

This command pierces through all “surface Chrstian-
ity"™ and shows whather a man has really surrendered his
WiLL to his Maker! It is & searching and fearful principle,
But it 5 a command yoo must learn 0 oBEY Il you are
ever to recerve etertal Ufe and glvy in the kingdom of
Croul,

Obviously — when all eferpity i involved — God wsl]
mol give eternsl Jife to one who in his mind and heart
disdains the very character and way of Ufe Ged purposes
for those in His kingdom. And so when we come to deal
with the true God, it is time to stop “kidding™ ourselves
about religion. We either come to LovE the Creator God
and His ways and laws with all our being, or we will
automatically begin to resent His authority and rule over
our fives,

That iz where the fenth commandment enters in. For
it shows God's auwthority even over our inner thoughts! We
must bewrn o think as God thinks!

“Let this mend be in vou, which was alao jn Chnst
Jesus™ (Phil. 2:5),

Through God's Spirit in us, we must g2ht the fight of
faith — put down the lustful human nature within us —
and ultimately succeed in “bringing inde caplinly BVERY
TiouaHT to the obedience of Christ™ (1] Cor, 10:6), This is
the ultimate coaL of the true Christion — to be fully
attained in the resurrection.

But we sre to arow in God's character during this
life, We must learn as did righteous Enoch, Noah, Abra-
him and other servants of the Most High 1o “walk with
God,™ We must go Hizs way — do as He does — think as He
thinks,

But the normal mind of man i= filled with selfishiness,
paily, comgselition, gread, fuote, lest, 16 5 8 mind cur oFF
from the ways and thoughts of God (Isa. 55:8,9).

That is why Jesus emphasized how important it is to
get our minds cfiaaged, converting and CLEANED UPF when
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He said: “Blessed are the pure in heart; for they shall see
God” (Matt. 5:8).

Where Do WE Stand?

Erpecially since World War IL Life in our Western
society has speeded ap, We are rushing to make more
money, We are in o hurry to have a good time, to GET
everything we can oul of life. On every side, we are taught
te compete with our Fellowman for social hoonors and
material sdvancement.

We have come to literally cRave material luzuries
that were in some cases complefely unknown just two
generations ago, We are urged to spend more than we
make — to do more than we ought. “You ows it to vour-
self the subtle advertisement reads in putting over the
idea that we would be foolish not to buy a bigger car, eat
At 0 more expensive restaurant, or take longer and maore
costly Erips.

The emphasis s on getéing and on SELF,

Nationally, the nations of the world fight and
becuse of this same attitude of heart. “From whence
come wars and fightings among you? come they not henee,
even of your lusts that war in your members? Ye lust, and
have not: ve kill, and desire to have, and cannot abtain: ya
fight and war, yet ve have not, because ve ask not™ {James
4:1, 20,

All too often, the capitalist fusts for more maney thin
he can easily attain by paying fair wages. So he rons his
employees by paying too little, and spending too little on
improving working conditions and safety.

Likewise, the modern laborer — often misguided by
unscrupulous union leaders — leams to LUsST after more
money than he can honestly earn. Through orpEanized
pressure and political trickery, he thinks he can gef some-
Hhing for nothng.

This is BREAKING the fenth commondmens Tt s hart-
ing not only the man who does it, but it s destroving the
ability of his nation to compete effoctively in the world
trade markets! The nation of any people who practice this
form of coverousness and hypocrisy will ultimately be
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itk owet of business — taken over and ruled by some obher
apgressive avatem !

Why do millions of Britons and Amencans gamble? 1t
i5 certainly not through a desice to produce good things
which will serve their fellowman, amd thus honestly and
proudly eam their daily bread. It is Beeause of man's basic
dusire o gef something for nothing — to COVET a rewarnd
b has oot legtimately earned.

“The apirit that dwelleth in ws lusteth to ensy”
(Jomues 4:5).

Why do so-called “authorz™ write cheap, paperback
novels based on nothing but @leh, obscenity and juvenile
wirpiding Why do publishers print such corruption which
degrades the human emotions of love, kindness and ideal-
ism to a level lower than the dumb brutes?

Iz this through a desire to serpe God and their
fellowman, to give something worthy and helpful in retarn
tor the hlessings which o good income can make possible?

T amswer, af course, = that this obscene “literature™
is thix result of & particularly foud and perverse form of
COVETOUSKESS — g gelfish desire to “get” the good things
of life sithout having (o cive anvthing good in retarmn.

Look about you. You see a seciety literally FoUKDED
an this principla!

You can quickly see hundreds of other major exam-
ples of covETOUSNESS in our society if your eyes are redlly
apen. But be willing to see your aun covetouaness as well!
Be willing to repent of it and agk God for the leve and
strength to orercome it

Jesus Christ's Answar

Dur generation KEEDS these words of the Son of God:
"Take heed and beware of covetonsness: for a man's life
congigteth not in the abundanes of the things which he
pusseageth” (Luke 12:15),

Did wou get that? Your real success and happiness in
life, Christ said, iz sor truly able to be messured by how
mew or powerful a car vou drive, the kind of home vou live
in, the clothes yvou wear, or even the fosd vou eat,

Happiness t5 a state of suxp. 1§ comes from having
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thi: very Spirid oand mind of Ohrist inside your own,

Jorus suid; “Foxes have holes, and bivds of the air have
nests; byt the Son of man hath not where to lay his head™
{ Luke 558}, The love, joy and peace which Jesus exempli-
fied came from giving and SERVING — not from any mate-
rial thing Jeaus was able o “gei"

Jese, the Son of man, was able o overcome human
vanity and covetousness because He put the service of God
#al anEap of anything and everything else. Aflter telling
how the unconverted seek affer — and worry abowt — the
material necessities and comforts, He commanded: “Huet
seck v PIRAT the Ringdom of God, and s rnghteousaness;
and all these things shall be added wnto you'" ( Matt. 65351,

The Commandments Join Together

And so st this point the lest commandment joins
hands with the firsf. For wHATEVER vou seek contrary to
God's will, you eovel. If in your mind and heart you fusé
and cored something more than te obey the Creator and
recarve His Blessings, that thing becomes an 1004 to you,
“Covetonsness , & otaTRY " (Col, 3:5),

Then, whatever yvou idolize you el in place of the
true Goon, And you BREAK the firsd commaondments “Thor
sheall have o other gods before me®™ (Ex: 30:3),

Tl A..E'H:HHE Paul aaids VK mow ye nolk, that to whom
ve yvield vourselves servants to obey, his servant ve are to
whom ve obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience
unto rghteousness?” (Hom., §:16.)

When you begin to covet material things, vou "serve"
them. You spend your #me, vour energy, vour money for
these things.

In such a stustion, you have nether time nor energy
to really aTUDy the Bible, or to spend an hour in eprmest
PEAYER before the One who gives vou life and breath, And
vou find voursell being “stingy" and jenlous of the money
vou owe vour Maker to finance the proclamation of His
truth.

By this simple provess, the material things you Just
for and copef I.EL!I".‘T#“}I' bEcoime vour “Gon.” Por Kl l:rl.l]:,-'
serve and worship them — and find in yowr life little time,
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atrenpth and wealth with which to sgRve the trus God
with all of your heart, strength and mind

Do you sea?

Covetousness is a TERRIBLE thing — for il culs yau of
from the fellowship and blessings smed love of the great
Crod of Hewven who made v that is — but intended that
thee motermn] ecreption be sl in His gservice and for His
glory.

And, in practical daily life, covetousness violates the
bazic principle of the war oF LIFE st forth by all the
commandments of God and by Jesus Christ Himsell Jesas
aummarized this principle when He eaid: "0 s mores
bleaged to CIvE than fo pereive” {Acts 20035

If wour strive to see how much vou can give to others
and serve them, vou will find the true way to happiness
and eternal fife. You will need to ask God for His help and
Spirit. But vou will find that this positive appreach is the
oy way vou will be able to keep the tenth commaondment,

In learning to lovingly, sincersly and intelligendly
serve vour fellowman, and o serve and WoRSHIP the truo
Growd, vour will find the only real sense of fulflfmend and 1oy
in thia life. And in the World Tomaorraw, vou will be given
eternal [ife amd glory oa Divine government literally
based on the principle of wove, of giving, of the joy of
serving and comdribuling to the lasting happiness of other:,




Personal
Counsel

My hundrsds have wirinen  asking (f
we Bave repregsentatives in their areas to
counsel with them personaily — o answer
thair questions — and to baptize in cartain
CASES.

The answer & yes, we do

The Worldwide Church of God sends
personal represemiatives  (ordained  miris-
ters) inte most communities of the United
Seates and British Commanwealth and many
other parts of the workd Al of these dedi-
cated men are carefully trained under the
spongorship of the Ambassador College De.
partment of Theology,

Thase ministers can visit yoss, #F wwited,
directly in your own home. And 1his service
is absolutely free and without parsonal obili-
Qeton,

S0 if you do have guastions — o redquire
parsonal counsel tor any reason — feel free
to write ws and request & prvaie appoani-
mant  Or, f you'd prefer faster service.
plEase dial s tol-freae number in the con-
tineptal United States: B00-423-4444,
iReaders in California. Mevada, Alaska and
Hawvail should call 213-577-5225 coflect )

in any case we'd be happy to send our
frhEn 4 S8R YO

Wailldwide mailing addresses are Fisted
at the end of this booklat




ADDITIONAL READING

Ambassador College publishes many colorful, informa-
tive booklets on a wide renge of biblical toples. Four ara
listed bedow.

What is salvation? [s it o place, destination, condition,
or reward? Not one in a hundred knows whut salvation is
or how to recedve it Do vou?

What are the very basic, down-to-earth fundamentals
of Christianity — the very heart, root, and core of the
teachings of Christ? And did Jesus teach that real repen-
tance and water baptism are necessary for salvation?

roes it make any difference which dey we observe?
Wis the Sabhath given only for Jewish people? Are Chiis-
tinns commanded to keep Sunday as the Lords Day?

P
G =T T

Moes Jezus Christ have many different church
denosminations doing Hie Work? [= Chrst divided? How,
when and where did this religious babylon of multiple
denomimations get started? And how doss one recognize
the true Church?

Write for your personal copies of the above booklets.
They are sent free as an educational service in the public
interest, Worldwide mailing addresses are at the end of
this booklet.



TheBibleis
a /oW Book

ELIEVE It ar ral, The Bibde was written for our day,
B this age — this generation! The Bible = the muosd
up-toadate book wou can read odey

In the pages of thes " Baok that nobody knows - ang
rovisledd the causez al all of 1oday's ills — the social
problems the sconmomuc problems, and sven the thraal
aof nuclear annihikation hangeng aver mankmd foday

The Bible shows where world svants are leading.,
and wduat the limal outcome wall e

But rronically, this ‘Book of all books'" is the LE&ST
UNDERSTOGO0 G all Books]

Whoyt

Sirmply because when mest people iry 1o read the
Bilale, thesy can't understand it Consequently . they a5
sume it s oul of date and imelevant in our modern age

Buit you can undearstand it

Here & Fumarl

For mose than 8 decade and & half, Ambassados
Civlegge has been haliping thousands 1o become ' Bibd-
cal literates” throwgh the Ambassador Collage Corre.
gpondence Course. This unigue course of Sibdcal



wrderstaraing has lod owver 200, 000 students in nearky
every country on garth to a greater knowledge and un-
:Iﬂrx!;lnllm__n af thie Bibie

s course has bean designed to guide you
through a systematic study of yvour own Bible — the
Sible 1= the only exibonk

A ghfterent major subyect of wital anterast n s
fantesne  push-button age is thoroughly gone  into
and made clear with each 16-page. manthly lasson

Thire @re no assignments or (asts 10 send in. You
révigw and evaluate your own prograss at home. And
there 15 no fuition cost to vou whatsosyer,

Ttus course is absalrtely fresl Just write to the fol-
owang address and ask to be enrolled. You'll be glad
yieu it

AMBASSADODR COLLEGE

CORRESPONDENCE COLIRSE
Pasadena, Calidarma 91 1049

H oy live outsde the United States, please sae
thie mahng addresses on tha next page
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