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OUR MISSION 
Jesus Christ calls American Lutheran Church to nourish the world by faithfully sharing His 
gifts. 

 
Praise God that we can worship together! We pray you will be enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit and strengthened in the faith that trusts in our Lord Jesus Christ and praises him for 
the gift of our salvation. Peace be with you! 
 

 

WELCOME 
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH – Sunday, April14,2024 
Third Sunday of Easter 
ELW Holy Communion Setting Ten 
Worship 10am April-July 

CONTACT US 
Church office: 319-827-6626 
Church website: www.americanlutheranjesup.org 
Secretary’s email: secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org 
Pastor’s email*: pastor@americanlutheranjesup.org 
 

 
Introduction to the day 
The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is 
always one in which the risen Christ shares 
food with the disciples, meals that are the 
Easter template for the meal we share 

each Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disci-
ples’ food and shows them the meaning of his suffering, 
death, and resurrection through the scriptures, the two main 
elements of our Sunday worship. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP- Setting Ten 

 
Prelude by Shirley Bergman  
 
GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 
The assembly stands.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-
fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
We are so happy you’ve joined us today. If you have any questions about our 
service or facilities, please reach out to an usher. If you are a guest please fill 
out the yellow slip and place it in the offering plate. 

The children will be invited up front during the children’s message – please feel 
free to join us! 

All who are baptized are welcome to receive communion. If you would prefer 
to receive a blessing only, come with your hands folded. 

If you are looking for a church home, know you are always welcome here. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one anoth-
er. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you 
and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and 
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known 
and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed 
to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that 
we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead 
in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you 
have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! (ELW 377) 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you 
adopt us to be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that 
we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

FIRST READING: Acts 3:12-19 
After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing 
how God’s promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the procla-
mation of Christ’s death and resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness and 
restoration in Jesus’ name. 

The reading may be announced:  
A reading from Acts. 
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12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you 
wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own 
power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our an-
cestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over 
and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided 
to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One 
and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed 
the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we 
are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has 
made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith 
that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the 
presence of all of you. 
 17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as 
did also your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he had fore-
told through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 
19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be 
wiped out.” 
The reading may be concluded:  
The word of the Lord. 
The assembly responds:  
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 4 
 1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; you 
set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and hear 
my prayer. 
 2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; how long 
will you love illusions and seek after lies?” 
 3Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; the LORD 
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will hear me when I call. 
 4Tremble, then, and do not sin; 
  speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. R 
 5Offer the appointed sacrifices, and put your trust  in the LORD. 
 6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” Let the light 
of your face shine upon us, O LORD. 
 7You have put gladness in my heart, more than when grain 
and | wine abound. 
 8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; 
  for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure. R 
 
SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-7 
God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet 
know the full details of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as 
God revealed Jesus to take away our sins. 

The reading may be announced:  
A reading from 1 John. 
 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be 
called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the 
world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we 
are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been re-
vealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will 
be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this 
hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
 4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is law-
lessness. 5You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and 
in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one 
who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no 
one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, 
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just as he is righteous. 
The reading may be concluded:  
The word of the Lord. 
The assembly responds:  
Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 24:36b-48 
The gospel is announced. 
The holy gospel according to Luke the 24th Chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds 
of the disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he 
has been raised and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of re-
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pentance and forgiveness. 

36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and 
thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, 
“Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your 
hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. 
Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones 
as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they 
were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have 
you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled 
fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 
 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to 
you while I was still with you—that everything written about me 
in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be ful-
filled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scrip-
tures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah 
is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in 
his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are 
witnesses of these things.” 
The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The Assembly is seated 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  Blessing of the seed 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522) 
 
CREED (ELW p. 105) 
Please stand if you are able 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, 
let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of 
good news. 

A brief silence. 
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O God our holy one, you feed our deepest hungers. As we 
share the holy meal that is the body and blood of Jesus given 
for us, lead us to share all that we have, and find, in generosity, 
abundant life. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
O God our creator, you bring forth all life on earth. Calm storms, 
bring water to parched places, and protect the climate, that 
this planet would sustain life in all its variety. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
O God our savior, you offer wisdom and guidance beyond all 
human knowledge. Instruct lawmakers, judges, and elected of-
ficials to make decisions grounded in your justice and care for 
all people. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
O God our elder, you care for all your children. Encourage 
those who are in times of transition, facing the loss of old ways 
and routines and anticipating change. Guide those who jour-
ney in grief, hope, and uncertainty. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
O God our center, you bring all people together in you. Help us 
to remember our identity and purpose in our ministry. Move us 
to love our neighbors as ourselves and to share in beloved 
community. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

O God our healer. Care tenderly for all whose loved ones per-
ished from pandemic disease in every nation. Strengthen 
health care workers, first responders, and caregivers. Relieve all 
who live with chronic illness and pain, (especially Dennis Becker 
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and Stephanie Winkelpleck.  God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
O God our resting place, your Son Jesus promised that we are 
held in your love forever. We remember our beloved who have 
died. As we remember and share their love, comfort those who 
mourn. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom 
we pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our 
resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
NOISY OFFERING: Will be going towards the Sanitary Products 
for the C3 Ministry Fair 
 
Offertory: Create in Me a Clean Heart (ELW 186) 
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OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day 
you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life 
in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you 
and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Sav-
ior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING (Page 144 in Hymnal) 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses 
of the resurrection, 
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with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

COMMUNION 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
Please stand if you are able 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
give you peace.  Amen.   
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 208) 
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send 
light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread 
of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your 
Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

16 

Blessing 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
The Assembly is seated 
 
SENDING SONG Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ (ELW 674) 
 
DISMISSAL BY CHILDREN 
Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
And have fun doing it. 
We will!  Amen! 
  
Postlude by Shirley Bergman  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Portals of Prayers and Christ in our Home booklets are by the 
Fireside Room and also in the entrance of the church. 

Thanks to all who sent prayers and good wishes during my recent 
surgery and recuperation, and also for the cards.  I appreciate all 
of them.  Denny  

Jesup Community Blood Drive—Tuesday, April 23rd 1:30pm to 
6pm located at the American Legion in Jesup. Appointments are 
encouraged to schedule, visit Red CrossBlood.org and search 
code Jesup IA or call Monica at 319-415-5275 
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As Pantry supporters you are invited to the Independence Area 
Food Pantry Open House, scheduled for Thursday, April 25, 2024, 
from 5-8pm. We welcome all who wish to stop by for a peek at the 
new pantry home. 1413 1st St. West, Independence 
 
Prayer Shawl: Please contact Sharon McAtee at 319-827-6154 if 
you are in need of a shawl.   
 
ALC 90th Anniversary– Our 90th Anniversary celebration is 
scheduled for July 28th, and we are actively seeking individuals 
to join the committee. For those interested, please reach out to 
Maureen Even at 563-880-8872 or contact Chris Waring at  Sec-
retary@americanlutheranchurch.org.  
 
Prayer Chain: Contact Kaye (tomjones@indytel.com) or Chris  
(secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org) with any prayer con-
cerns. 

Looking for two amazing volunteers to join us for Worship 
Wednesday! ÿ This is an incredible opportunity to work with our 
energetic and enthusiastic youth, ranging from ages 3 to 6th 
grade. We meet twice a month from September to April, 
spending a fantastic forty-five minutes (6:15-7pm) diving into in-
spiring Bible stories, engaging in fun crafts or games, and enjoy-
ing a delightful treat together. Come be a part of this uplifting 
and rewarding experience!   
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https://neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Star-March-April-2024.pdf  

 
"Scan the QR code to access 'Star,' our Synod's newslet-
ter. Inside, you'll discover more details about the two  
announcements mentioned, as well as engaging  
articles."  

 
 

New ‘C3’ Ministry Fair to offer more than 20 workshops  
by Marcia Hahn 

All congregation members from the Northeastern Iowa Synod are 
invited to attend the synod’s first “Creative Collaborative Congre-
gations (C3)” Ministry Fair Saturday, June 1, at Wartburg College, 
Waverly.  

This new event is an opportunity for lay people, pastors and dea-
cons from across the synod to gather in fellowship, learn together, 
share ideas and get inspired with skills to strengthen their congrega-
tional ministries. This year’s Ministry Fair replaces the Synod Assembly, 
which will take place every other year and will meet again June 7, 
2025. 

The Ministry Fair will feature more than 20 workshops, along with 
round table discussions and displays to support congregations, staff 
members, council members, Sunday school teachers, youth leaders, 
and volunteers in their ministries and administrative activities. Parents 
and family members will find a number of workshops on faith in the 
home, keeping children safe, spiritual practices, and other family  
focused topics.  

Everyone will be able to attend two workshops in the morning be-
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ginning at 9 a.m. and two in the afternoon, concluding at 3:45 p.m. 
Check-in for the fair will begin at 8:30 a.m. The day will also include 
a devotional worship service, lunch  

Register online and find updates at www.neiasynod.org/ministry-fair. 

The cost to attend the Ministry Fair is $50 per person, which includes 
access to workshops, box lunch and welcome packet. Online regis-
tration is due by Friday, May 24.  

 

American is participating in the following service  

projects for the C3 Ministry Fair * 

Birthday cake kits and packages of sanitary products to be distribut-
ed to food pantry ministries in our synod.  The birthday cake kits con-
tain items needed to celebrate a birthday or special day, including 
a cake mix, candles, canned frosting, a can of soda (to replace oil 
and eggs) and a birthday card in a foil cake pan.  Additional items 
can also be added, such as paper plates, sprinkles and other cake 
decorations, streamers and party hats. Also include in the pan. Bak-
ing Instructions: Happy Birthday!  To make a cake without eggs, oil 
and water, mix 1 can of soda with the mix. Bake according to direc-
tion on the box. Enjoy! 
 
You are also encouraged to bring a variety of sanitary products 
(tampons, pads, panty liners, etc.) in their original packages.   
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THIS WEEK AT ALC 
 
Sunday April 14th 
10am Worship and Com-
munion 
Tuesday April 16th 
10am Prayer Shawl 
Wednesday, April 17th 
Worship Wednesday 6:15  
Sunday April 24th 
10am Worship and Com-
munion 
 
BY THE NUMBERS 
Attendance 4/7/2024 22 
FB Views: 69 
Current 4/1/2024 
Checking: $10,187.50 
Savings: $60,279.32 
Offering: 04/7/2024 
Current: $1105 
Benevolence: $160 
Improvement: $25 
Jubilee: $785.34 
 

PASTORS COMING TO ALC:   
April 14th Pastor Phil Borleske 
April 21st Pastor Dan Mixdorf 
April 28th Pastor Liz Bell 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 
2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23094.   

 

Military members: Military members: 
Christa Leach has returned from de-
ployment and is still with the 434th Air 
Force Reserve Unit in Grissom, Indiana. 
Jordan and Justin continue their 
monthly drills with the 185th Air Refuel-
ing Wing in Sioux City. Jeryn Loyd is a 
student at Iowa State and currently 
home from Arkansas in the Army Re-
serves as Cassidee and Cole. Please 
contact the church office to add other 
names who serve. We remember them 
in our prayers.  
 
Prayer Chain: Contact Kaye 
(tomjones@indytel.com) or the office 
(secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org) 
with any prayer concerns.  
 
ASSISTING THIS SUNDAY: 
Pastor: Pastor Phil Borleske 
Music: Shirley Bergman  
Usher:  Mike & Chris Waring 
Deacon: Cindy Gosse 
Reader: Chris Waring 

 
ELECTRONIC GIVING IT’S EASY! 

Simply Giving is a stress-free, 
no hassle way to set up auto-
matic giving to ALC. You 
have the ability to set up one
-time or regular giving at a 
frequency that works best for 
you. Use your smartphone to 
scan the QR code below or 

download the Give+ App to get started. Feel 
free to reach out to Mike Waring or Sara Bor-
land for more info. 


