THIS WEEK AT ALC

June 16

10am Worship and Communion
June 19th

4:00-4:15pm Delivery of Food to
St. A’s

June 23rd

Ecumenical Worship @ Jesup
Park

BY THE NUMBERS
Attendance 06/09/2024
FB Views: 29

Current 5/31/2024
Checking: $9,404.49
Savings: $62,471.20
Offering: 06/09/2024
Current: $1030
Benevolence: $180
Improvement;$25
Youth $100

PASTORS COMING TO ALC:

June 23rd Ecumenical Service at
Jesup Park Pavilion

June 30th Pastor Dennis Hanson

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #23094.

Military members: Military members:
Christa Leach has returned from de-
ployment and is still with the 434th Air
Force Reserve Unit in Grissom, Indiana.
Jordan and Justin continue their
monthly drills with the 185th Air Refuel-
ing Wing in Sioux City. Jeryn Loyd is a
student at lowa State and currently
home from Arkansas in the Army Re-
serves as Cassidee and Cole. Please
confact the church office to add other
names who serve. We remember them
in our prayers.

Prayer Chain: Contact Kaye
(tomjones@indytel.com) or the office
(secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org)
with any prayer concerns.

ASSISTING THIS SUNDAY:
Pastor: Pastor Pat Mohr-Kelly
Music: Shirley Bergman

Usher. Randy & Teresa Merkel
Deacon: Christy Phillips

ELECTRONIC GIVING IT'S EASY!

Simply Giving is a stress-free, no hassle way to
set up automatic giving to

[w] g7 [m] ALc. You have the ability to
1 m=. sef up one-time or regular
q " giving at a frequency that
|!:|__ works best for you. Use your
E smartphone to scan the QR

code below or download the

Give+ App to get started. Feel free to reach

out to Mike Waring or Sara Borland for more

info.

WELCOME

AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH - Sunday, June 16, 2024
4th Sunday after Pentecost
ELW Holy Communion Setting Ten

OUR MISSION

Jesus Christ calls American Lutheran Church to nourish the world by faithfully sharing His
gifts.

Praise God that we can worship together! We pray you will be enlightened by the Holy
Spirit and strengthened in the faith that trusts in our Lord Jesus Christ and praises him for
the gift of our salvation. Peace be with you!

CONTACT US
Church office: 319-827-6626
Church website: www.americanlutheranjesup.org
Secretary’s email: secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org

Infroduction to the day
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters
the birds, recalling ancient images of the tree of life.
W We'd expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the
power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account
seed. It's not the way we expect divine activity to look.
oW Ay Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we
gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true
vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not ap-
pear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a pow-
er beyond our understanding




WELCOME VISITORS!

We are so happy you've joined us today. If you have any questions about our
service or facilities, please reach out to an usher. If you are a guest please fill
out the yellow slip and place it in the offering plate.

The children will be invited up front during the children’s message — please feel
free to join us!

All who are baptized are welcome to receive communion. If you would prefer
to receive a blessing only, come with your hands folded.

If you are looking for a church home, know you are always welcome here.

ORDER OF WORSHIP- Setting Ten
Prelude by Shirley Bergman

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

forin the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into free-

We are in need of a volunteer to deliver our donations to St. A’s

between 4-4:15pm on June 19th. We are in need of two volun-

teers on July 24th to help pack and distribute the donations be-
tween 4:30 and 5:30. Please contact Secretary Chris at 319-827-
6626 or secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org

We're on the hunt for one or two awesome volunteers to team up
with Teri Schares for Worship Wednesdays this fall. Got questionse
Christy Phillips has all the answers! 319-822-4267

Summer Food Program

ALC is asking you to help us feed the hungry right here in Jesup!
We are providing boxed oatmeal for 20 families twice a month,
June 5-August 7. We are also in need of sacks or boxes for the de-
livery of the food. Your donations can be dropped off during
church service or when the secretary is in the office. Usually M,W,F
9am to noon.

The Youth Group will be collecting Cooling Towels for their up-
coming trip to New Orleans in July. These Cooling towels will be
put into a “Disaster Relief Kit” with other items that are being col-
lected by other regions in the US.

If you would be interested in helping with this task, please look at
this Amazon wish list https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/Is/
LF2T760O0FHIN?gref =wl share. Please select the Cooling Towels—
add them to your cart and proceed to the check-out. Please se-
lect the Christ the King—ELCA Youth Gathering Gift Registry ad-
dress. The towels will be shipped directly to New Orleans!

Prayer Shawl: Please contact Sharon McAtee at 319-827-6154 if
you are in need of a shawl.
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COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and

nourished us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood

of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and to

proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our

Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING .

The God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another,

in accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING SONG Sent Forth by God's Blessing (ELW 547)

DISMISSAL BY CHILDREN
Postlude by Shirley Bergman

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sunday, June 23rd—No worship service at ALC.
Ecumenical Worship in Jesup Park at 9:30am
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dom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the
Holy Spirit.

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast (ELW 516)

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the re-
membrance of me.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliv-
er us from evil. For thine is the kihngdom, and the power, and the glo-
ry, forever and ever. Amen.
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After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead one of the following or a similar prayer.

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness
you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our
possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the
world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merci-
ful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the
resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body
people of every nation and tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and
sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cheru-
bim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
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Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft
us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth
and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 17:22-24

Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the LORD will choose someone from
Judah’s royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This free will be planted on
Mount Zion, the location of the holy temple.

The reading may be announced:

A reading from Ezekiel.

22Thus says the Lord Gob: | myself will take a sprig
from the lofty top of a cedar; | will set it out.



| will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs;
| myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain.
230n the mountain height of Israel | will plant it,
in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become
a noble cedar.
Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will
nest winged creatures of every kind.
22All the trees of the field shall know that | am the LORD. | bring low
the high tree, | make high the low tree; | dry up the green free
and make the dry tree flourish. | the LORD have spoken;
| will accomplish it.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15
It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD,
to sing praise to your name, O Most High;
to herald your love in the morning
and your faithfulness at night;
3on the psaltery, and on the lyre,
and to the melody of the harp.
“For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD;
and | shout for joy because of the works of your hands. R
2The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree,
and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon.
Those who are planted in the house of the LORD
shall flourish in the courts of our God;
“they shall still bear fruit in old age;
they shall be green and succulent;
“that they may show how upright the LORD is,
my rock, in whom there is no injustice. R
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you. Plant seeds of their wisdom and witness in our hearts, that we

grow in faith until we join them in your heavenly dwelling. Merciful

God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through
the power of the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING

Offertory: Create in Me a Clean Heart
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it

11



Nourish your faithful people through gifts of word and worship.
Guide the church in listening to and interpreting your message of
grace for this time and place in history. In your wisdom, lead us in
expanding the reach of your love. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Nature sings your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night.
Sustain the holy rhythms of creation: days and seasons, hibernation
and activity, phases of the moon and tides of the sea. Let these
patterns assure us of your constancy. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You raise the lowly and humble those in high regard. Raise up all
who are victims of marginalization, discrimination, and hate. As we
anticipate Juneteenth, banish white supremacy and bigotry from
the hearts of your people and remove the inclination toward anger
and violence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Tend to all who journey by faith and who wait with patience for the
fulfillment of your healing promises (especially Stephanie and those
we name in our hearts.). Grant perseverance to people doing phys-
ical and occupational therapy, people living with mobility con-
cerns, and people facing chronic pain. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

As you have loved us, so let us love one another. Empower fathers,
stepfathers, grandfathers, adoptive fathers, and chosen fathers to
embody this gift of love for their children. Where these relationships
are strained or broken, bring your comfort and peace. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

As we await a new pastor, grant us patience and unity. Help us trust
in Your perfect timing. Fill our hearts with hope and strengthen our
faith, knowing You are always with us. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

With gratifude, we remember the saints who are now at home with

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17

Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider
Jesus from a human perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died
for all and was raised. All who are in Christ are now in God’s new creation.

The reading may be announced:
A reading from 2 Corinthians.

¢So we are always confident; even though we know that while we
are at home in the body we are away from the Lord—/for we walk
by faith, not by sight. ¢Yes, we do have confidence, and we would
rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. ?So
whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.
10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that
each may receive recompense for what has been done in the
body, whether good or evil.

[''Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we tfry to persuade oth-
ers; but we ourselves are well known to God, and | hope that we are
also well known to your consciences. “We are not commending
ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about
us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward
appearance and not in the heart. '°For if we are beside ourselves, it
is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. ] '“For the love of
Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for
all; therefore all have died. "And he died for all, so that those who
live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and
was raised for them.

lsFrom now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point
of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of
view, we know him no longer in that way. '”7So if anyone is in Christ,
there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, every-
thing has become new!

The reading may be concluded:
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. -



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Mark 4:26-34

Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to
hear and understand. Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of
God'’s kingdom.

The holy gospel according to Mark, the fourth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter
seed on the ground,?’and would sleep and rise night and day, and
the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 26The
earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full
grain in the head. 27But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in
with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

3%He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God,

orgwho’r parable will we use forite 2t is like a mustard seed, which,

when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on
earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest
of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the
air can make nests in its shade.”

3With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they
were able to hear it; 3*he did not speak to them except in parables,
but he explained everything in private to his disciples.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Chirist.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON
The assembly is seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY For the Fruit of All Creation (ELW 679)

CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, our-
selves, and our world.

A brief silence.



