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OUR MISSION 
Jesus Christ calls American Lutheran Church to nourish the world by faith-
fully sharing His gifts. 

 
Praise God that we can worship together! We pray you will be enlight-
ened by the Holy Spirit and strengthened in the faith that trusts in our Lord 
Jesus Christ and praises him for the gift of our salvation. Peace be with 
you! 

 

WELCOME 
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Second Sunday after Epiphany, ELW Holy Communion Setting Ten 
Sunday, January 14, 2024 

CONTACT US 
Church office: 319-827-6626 
Church website: www.americanlutheranjesup.org 
Secretary’s email: secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org 
 
 

Introduction to the day 
All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. 
God calls not just pastors and deacons but also 
the youngest child, like Samuel. The story of the 
calling of Nathanael plays with the idea of 
place. Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus be-
cause he comes from Nazareth. But where we 

come from isn’t important; it’s where—or rather whom—we come 
to. Jesus refers to Jacob, who had a vision in a place he called 
“the house of God, and . . . the gate of heaven” (Gen. 28:17). Je-
sus says he himself is the place where Nathanael will meet God. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP- Setting Three 

 
Prelude by Shirley Bergman  
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
On this joyous day, we come together with grateful hearts to cele-
brate the First Holy Communion of three precious souls: Danni Marie 
Kopplin, Lauryn Rae Witt, and Layne McKay Witt. We thank you for 
the grace and love that surround this momentous occasion.  
 
GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
The assembly stands.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
We are so happy you’ve joined us today. If you have any questions about our 
service or facilities, please reach out to an usher. If you are a guest please fill 
out the yellow slip and place it in the offering plate. 

The children will be invited up front during the children’s message – please feel 
free to join us! 

All who are baptized are welcome to receive communion. If you would prefer 
to receive a blessing only, come with your hands folded. 

If you are looking for a church home, know you are always welcome here. 
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The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's 
mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved 
over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling 
forth life in which you took delight. 
  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into free-
dom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with 
the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters 
and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  

To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN: Jesus Calls Us; o'er the Tumult (ELW 696) 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE: 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the 
countless blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more 
clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by 
day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 
FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] 
At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the LORD comes to 
Samuel and calls him to speak the divine word. Though just a boy, 
Samuel responds to God obediently, as Eli the priest has taught him 
to respond. This marks the beginning of Samuel’s prophetic ministry. 

A reading from 1 Samuel. 
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word 
of the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he 
could not see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not 
yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, 
where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for 
you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he 
went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got 
up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he 
said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not 
yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been re-
vealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he 
got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” 
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Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli 
said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 
‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay 
down in his place. 
 10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, 
“Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is lis-
tening.” [11Then the LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do 
something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of 
it tingle. 12On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken 
concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13For I have told him 
that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he 
knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not re-
strain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity 
of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” 
 15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of 
the house of the LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 
16But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I 
am.” 17Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from 
me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything 
from me of all that he told you.” 18So Samuel told him everything 
and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the LORD; let him do 
what seems good to him.” 
 19As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his 
words fall to the ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba 
knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD.]  
The word of the Lord. 
The assembly responds:  
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
 1LORD, you have searched me out; O LORD, you have known me. 
 2You know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my 
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thoughts from afar. 
3You trace my journeys and my resting-places and are acquainted 
with all my ways. 
4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, but you, O LORD, know it al-
together.  
5You encompass me, behind and before, and lay your hand upon 
me. 
6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot 
attain to it. 
13For you yourself created my inmost parts; you knit me together in 
my mother’s womb. 
14I will thank you because I am marvelously made; your works are 
wonderful, and I know it well.  
15My body was not hidden from you, while I was being made in se-
cret and woven in the depths of the earth. 
16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of 
them were written in your book; my days were fashioned before 
they came to be. 
17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! How great is the sum of 
them! 18If I were to count them, they would be more in number 
than the sand; to count them all, my life span would need to be 
like yours.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
Paul helps the Corinthians understand that God has claimed the 
entirety of their lives through the death of Christ. Hence Christian re-
lationships and conduct, including areas of human sexuality, are to 
reflect the reality that we belong to Christ and that the Holy Spirit 
lives within us. 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All 
things are lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. 
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13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” and 
God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for 
fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God 
raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. 15Do you not 
know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore 
take the members of Christ and make them members of a prosti-
tute? Never! 16Do you not know that whoever is united to a prosti-
tute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be 
one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with 
him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside 
the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19Or do you 
not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 
which you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20For 
you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body. 
The word of the Lord. 
The assembly responds:  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand for the Gospel 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  

GOSPEL: John 1:43-51 
The holy gospel according to John the First chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who 
then bring others to Jesus. Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from 
skepticism to faith when he accepts the invitation to “Come and 
see.” 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and 
said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city 
of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We 
have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the proph-
ets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to 
him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, 
he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 
48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus an-
swered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Na-
thanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I 
saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 
51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven 
opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon 
the Son of Man.” 
The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDRENS SERMON 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Here I Am, Lord (ELW 574) 

 
CREED  
Please stand if you are able 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
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creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:  
As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for 
God’s blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Encourage the ministry and mission of the church, God of truth. Let 
the leaders of your church be trustworthy and accountable stew-
ards, that all its resources and outreach bring hope and healing to 
communities. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
Delight in the goodness of your creation, God of fig trees and fertile 
soil. Heal areas of the world harmed by human greed. Restore 
those recovering from natural disaster. Protect our forests and wa-
terways and all the creatures that live in them. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
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Call the leaders of every neighborhood and nation to serve faithful-
ly, God of wisdom. Give them visions of justice and unity. Lead them 
to action that promotes equitable partnership and uplifts those on 
the margins of society. God of grace,  
receive our prayer. 
Hold in your care any who suffer and struggle, God of compassion. 
You who know our inner hearts, be present with any who are op-
pressed, victims of racism or cultural bias, and all who long for res-
pite or restoration (Stephanie Winklepleck). God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Give this congregation the anticipation and excitement of Samuel, 
so inspired and empowered to do your work in the world, God of 
unity. Make us faithful as we build communities of inclusion and mu-
tual care. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Trusting God who raised Jesus and will also raise us in spirit and truth, 
we remember all who have died and are at peace among the 
saints (especially the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. whose faithful 
advocacy for peace and justice continues to embolden the 
church). God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for Danni, Lauryn, and Layne, that as they grow in faith, 
they may always feel your love surrounding them, providing comfort 
in times of need and inspiration in times of joy. May this special day 
be a stepping stone towards a lifelong relationship with You, God of 
Grace, receive our prayer  
Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and 
the silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE  
(Please greet each other as you feel comfortable) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 14 

The assembly is seated 
OFFERTORY 

OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you 
open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, 
that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, 
our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merci-
ful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your 
Spirit, uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remem-
brance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliv-
er us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you 
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have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now 
send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 
redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak (ELW 676) 
 
DISMISSAL BY CHILDREN 
Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
And have fun doing it. 
We will!  Amen!  
Postlude by Shirley Bergman 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Celebrating First communion today:                                                 
Danni Marie Kopplin daughter of Dan and Erin Kopplin             
Lauryn Rae Witt and Layne McKay Witt daughters of Shane and 
Brea Witt 

Annual Meeting January 21st following Worship. Please attend if 
you are a voting member of the congregation.  There needs to be 
a quorum of 25 voting members in order to conduct business. Vot-
ing members are Confirmed members 18 years of age or older, 
have received communion and made a contribution on record 
one time in the last two years. 18 

Check you church mailbox in the entrance of the church for your 
2023 giving statement and 2024 envelopes. 

Portals of Prayers and Christ in Our Home for Jan.-March 2024 are 
available by the Fireside Room and on the table by the front door. 
 
Scholarship Program: ALC is once again participating in the Educa-
tional Partners in Covenant (EPIC) Scholarship Program for the 2023-
2024 school year.  Through this program ELCA colleges; Grand View, 
Luther, and Wartburg, match grants from churches, dollar for dol-
lar.  ALC has allocated funds for this scholarship in their annual 
budget.  Scholarship applications are available on the bulletin 
board by the secretary's office.  They must be completed and re-
turned by March 1st, 2024 to the secretary's office to the attention 
of Pat Winblade, Scholarship Chairperson.  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Pat Winblade, 319-290-9281 or 319-827-6788. 

Everyone is invited to participate – individuals of all ages are wel-
come to read the Lessons and Psalm during Sunday mornings. If 
you're interested, please reach out to the church by emailing secre-
tary@americanlutheranjesup.org or leaving a message at 319-827-
6626.   

Please keep in your prayers:  Emelia Dahl Jacobson - Send cards to 
Emelia at Hiawatha Care Center, Room 53, 405 North 15th Avenue, 
Hiawatha, IA 52233.  
Stephanie Winkelpleck is back home.  She will continue to go to Io-
wa City weekly for checkups.  
 
Prayer Shawl: Meet every third Wednesday of the month at 10 am, 
Fireside Room. Please contact Sharon McAtee at 319-827-6154 if 
you are in need of a shawl.   
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The Call Committee: Our congregation's Ministry Site Profile ob-
tained approval from the ELCA Synod in the spring. Following this, 
a collaborative meeting took place with Pastor Liz Albertson Bell 
and Zion. We are now eagerly anticipating a potential referral 
from the Synod to kickstart the interview process. Regrettably, the 
precise timeline for receiving these referrals cannot be determined 
at this moment. 

Independence Food Pantry– Will be relocating to 1413 1st St. W, In-
dependence (formally Buchanan county Public Health) They will 
be closed January 10-12th, 2024.  Will reopen on January 
15th,2024  Questions? Please call 319-334-2451                                       
 
Support Lay Ministry Training: Help create a Lay Ministry Training 
Program that gives congregation leaders the tools and support 
they need when congregations are without a pastor or deacon. 
At any given time, 30 congregations in the Northeastern Iowa 
Synod have no pastoral leadership. These congregations are be-
ing led by dedicated volunteers, many of whom feel like they are 
left on their own to figure things out without training or support. 

You can give through our congregation. Please 
indicate “Lay Ministry” on the check’s memo 
line. 
 
Office Hours: M,W,F  9am-noon,  There may be some exceptions to 
this schedule please call the Church office to see if Chris is availa-
ble before making a trip.  
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THIS WEEK AT ALC 
Sunday Jan. 14th  
8:30am Worship and Commun-
ion / First Communion 
Tuesday Jan. 16th 
10am-12pm Prayer Shawl 
Wednesday Jan. 17th 
6:30pm Confirmation @ Zion 
Sunday Jan 21st 
8:30 Worship and Communion 
Annual meeting to follow wor-
ship 
BY THE NUMBERS 
Attendance 1/7/2024 19 
FB Views: 92 
Current 11/21/2023 
 Checking: 12,851.15 
Savings: $51,081.37 
Offering: 1/7/2024 
Current:  $1330 
Benevolence: $62 
Improvement: $430 
Lutheran Diaster Relief :$300 
Jubilee: $861.82 

PASTORS COMING TO ALC:   
Jan. 21st. Karen Weltzin 
Jan.28th. Pastor Dennis Hanson  
Feb.4th    Pastor  Thoresen  
Feb. 11th Lay leader Sue Hoey  
Feb. 14th  Ash Wednesday  
          Pastor Dennis Hanson  
Feb. 18th Pastor Dan Mixdorf  
 
 
 

Military members: Military members: 
Christa Leach has returned from de-
ployment and is still with the 434th Air 
Force Reserve Unit in Grissom, Indiana. 
Jordan and Justin continue their 
monthly drills with the 185th Air Refuel-
ing Wing in Sioux City. Jeryn Loyd is a 
student at Iowa State and currently 
home from Arkansas in the Army Re-
serves as Cassidee and Cole. Please 
contact the church office to add other 
names who serve. We remember them 
in our prayers.  
 
ASSISTING THIS SUNDAY: 
Pastor: Dan Mixdorf 
Music: Shirley Bergman  
Usher:  Wayne Schneider 
Deacon: Sue Hoey 
 
 

ELECTRONIC 
GIVING 

IT’S EASY! 
Simply Giving is a 
stress-free, no hassle 
way to set up auto-
matic giving to ALC. 
You have the ability 
to set up one-time or 
regular giving at a 

frequency that works best for you. Use your 
smartphone to scan the QR code below or 
download the Give+ App to get started. Feel 
free to reach out to Mike Waring or Sara Bor-
land for more info.  
 


