ORDER OF WORSHIP
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH - January 16th, 2022
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
DECEMBER-FEBRUARY WORSHIP 8:30AM

PRELUDE BY SHIRLEY BERGMAN
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
*Please stand as you are able.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who alone does wonders,
who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

and your beloved children.

We have turned our faces away from your glory

when it did not appear as we expected.

We have rejected your word

when it made us confront ourselves.

We have failed to show hospitality

to those you called us to welcome.

Accept our repentance for the things we have done

and the things we have left undone.

For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe

in the glory of your Son born among us,

and reflect your love for all creation.

Amen.

Rejoice in this good news:

In+Jesus, your sins are forgiven.

You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ,

and inheritors of eternal life.

Live as freed and forgiven children of God.



Amen.

OPENING HYMN: ELW 448 This is the Spirit’'s Entry Now
1 This is the Spirit's entry now:

the water and the word,

the cross of Jesus on your brow,

the seal both felt and heard.

2 This miracle of life reborn
comes from the Lord of breath;
the sinless one from life was torn;
our life comes through his death.

3 Let water be the sacred sign
that we must die each day
to rise again by his design
as foll'wers of his way.

4 Renewing Spirit, hear our praise
for your baptismal pow'r
that washes us through all our days.
Come, cleanse again this hour.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE:

Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.

We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.
Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart.

Renew us with your saving pow'r; create in us new hearts!

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.



Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’'n above;
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.
Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and
revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the
Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

*Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SCRIPTURE READINGS
First Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7
Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people
home. They need no longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created,
and called them by name now redeems them from all their enemies. God
declares them precious and honored, and God loves them.
1But now thus says the,
he who created you, O,
he who formed you, O:
Do not fear, for | have redeemed you;
| have called you by name, you are mine.
2When you pass through the waters, | will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
3For |l am theGod,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
| give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
4Because you are precious in my sight,
and honored, and | love you,



| give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
SDo not fear, for | am with you;
| will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west | will gather you;
6l will say to the north, “Give them up,”
and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth—
7/everyone who is called by my name,
whom | created for my glory,
whom | formed and made.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 29
The voice of theupon the waters.(Ps.:3)
1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2Ascribe to the Lorp glory God’s name;
worship the LorD the beauty of holiness.
3The voice of theLorDis upon the waters; the God of thunders;
the LORD upon the waters.
4The voice of the LOrRD a powerful voice;
the voice of the LorD a of splendor.
5The voice of the LORD breaks the trees;
the LORD the cedars of Lebanon;
‘theLorDLebanon skip a cailf,
and Mount Hermon like a wild ox.
’The voice the LORD
bursts forth in flashes.
8The voice of the LorD shakes the wilderness;
the Lorp the wilderness of Kadesh.
’The voice of the LORD the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LorD are, “Glory!”
1TheLorbenthroned above the flood;
the Lorp enthroned as king forevermore.
TOLORD, give strength to your people;
give them, O LORD, the bless-ings of peace.



Second Reading: Acts 8:14-17

Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that
was recently baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through the
preaching of Philip. Here the Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the
laying on of hands.

14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the
word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit(for as yet the Spirit had
not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus).Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received
the Holy Spirit.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

*Please stand as you are able for the Gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Allelvia! Lord and savior: open now your saving word.

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Allelvia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the
Baptist insists that he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is
coming. And whether the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God
seftles the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved Son.

The holy Gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered alll
of them by saying, "l baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful
than | is coming; | am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to
clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff
he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”

The Gospel of our Lord.



Praise to you, O Christ.
*Please be seated.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 396 Spirit of God
*Please stand as you are able.

Refrain
Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,
blow through the wilderness calling and free;
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,
stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea.

1 You moved on the waters, you called to the deep,
then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep;
and over the eons you called to each thing:
"Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings." Refrain

2 You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand,
and you goaded your people with a law and a land;
and when they were blinded with idols and lies,
then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. Refrain

3 You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill,
then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still;
and down in the city you called once again,
when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. Refrain

4 You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes.
From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams;
our women see visions, our men clear their eyes.
With bold new decisions your people arise. Refrain

APOSTLES’ CREED
Please stand if you are able

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,



born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to
pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made.

By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to share the
good news of Jesus. Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and
service, that all people know they are precious in God'’s sight. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard rivers,
seas, and all bodies of water from destruction and pollution. Secure access to
clean water for all, and protect the land from drought and flood. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders who will
protect vulnerable people in their care. Strengthen advocates who risk
reputation or retaliation for the sake of mercy and justice. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure us that
we will not be cut off from you by iliness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion or
weakness. Comfort all who are in need especially Stephanie Winkelpleck,
Dennis Bushkofsky, Gene Waring, Betsy Norland, and all who are suffering from
Covid-19, and all those we name in our hearts. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those who are
newly baptized and those who are preparing for baptism. Help us to be faithful
in fellowship, worship, evangelism, service, and justice-seeking. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

You created each of your saints for your glory. We give thanks for those you



have called by name into your eternal embrace (especially). Comfort us in
grief and release us from fear. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of
our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

*Please remain standing as you are able.
GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all fimes and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heav’'n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betfrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:



This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kihngdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our frespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

*Please be seated.

Friends of Jesus, receive nourishment for your journey. Taste and see that the
Lord is good.

*Please stand as you are able.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We give you thanks, gracious God,

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.
Send us to bring good news

and to proclaim your favor to all,

strengthened with the richness of your grace

in your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

BENEDICTION

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,
Who rejoices over you,

and who calls you by name,

+your going out and your coming in,

today and forever. Amen.

*Please be seated.

CLOSING HYMN: ELW 304 Christ, for us you were Baplized



1 Christ, when for us you were baptized,
God's Spirit on you came,
as peaceful as a dove, and yet
as urgent as a flame,
as urgent as a flame.

2 God cadlled you, "My beloved Son";
you are God's servant true,
sent to proclaim the reign of heav'n,
God's holy will to do,
God's holy will to do.

3 Straightway and steadfast until death
you then obeyed the call
to serve with free and willing heart,
to give your life for all,
to give your life for all.

4 Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord;
your Cross on us be signed,
that likewise in God's service we
may perfect freedom find,
may perfect freedom find.

DISMISSAL BY CHILDREN
Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

And have fun doing it.
We willl Amen!

POSTLUDE by Shirley Bergman

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sunday Worship 8:30 AM through February 27.
Annual meeting:January 23 following worship.

ALC Committees: Please consider sharing your time and talents in 2022. We are
needing volunteers for the Hospitality & Outreach Team. Thank you to all the



long-standing and new members of our committees.

Youth: Our January Youth Group event (ice skating at Young Arena) has been
cancelled due to lack of interest. Youth families - please fill out the surveys in
your email regarding the February Lock-In and summer mission trip.

Bremwood:Your response in giving gift cards, money to purchase gift cards and
in-kind donations to Bremwood was overwhelming.ALC gave over $1,100 in
Walmart gift cards and in-kind donations to the residents at the Bremwood
Residential Treatment Center.Your compassion and thoughtfulness will help
these teenagers enjoy Christmas and the holiday season, some of whom will
not be with their families.Thank you again.Truly you are living the “God's Work,
Our Hands” motto of the ELCA.

Donations: To help ALC member Stephanie Winkelpleck with medical expenses
for Acute Myeloid Leukemiaq, please designate your donation on your check.
Caring Bridge link: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/stephaniewittwinkelpleck.
Thank you for your very generous giving.

Prayer Shawl meets Tuesdays, 10 AM - noon. Enjoy fellowship while knitting and
crocheting. New members welcome. The shawls and blankets are shared with
those who are ill, grieving, and in need of comfort.

Quilting for Lutheran World Relief: Our next work day is January 24, 2022 at 1:00
PM.We gather every second and fourth Monday to cut, pin, sew, iron, and tie
quilts. Come join us! Thanks for your confinued donations of sheets for quilt
backs.

Mobile Giving App If you give your regular contributions using Give Plus App,
we have been notified that they will stop supporting the Give Plus app as of
January 31, 2022. You should download the new app called Vanco Mobile to
continue using. Note: your username and password will remain the same, and
any recurring payments you have scheduled will contfinue in the new app. If
you do not currently have anything setup, now is a great time to download the
Vanco Mobile app and start your recurring giving today.

Military members: Jordan and Justin are at the 185th Air Refueling Wing in Sioux
City, IA. Jeryn Loyd is in the Army Reserves and is a student at lowa State.
Please contact the church office to add other names who serve. We'd like to
remember them in our prayers.



ASSISTING THIS SUNDAY:
Pastor: Pastor Kristen Rod
Music: Shirley Bergman
Usher: Wayne Schneider
Reader:

THIS WEEK AT ALC
Sunday, Jan. 19th:
8:30am Worship and communion

Tuesday Jan. 18th:
10am -12pm Prayer Shawl

Wednesday Jan. 1%th:
5:30pm 7pm Confirmation

Sunday Jan 23rd:
8:30am Worship and Communion, with annual meeting to follow

BY THE NUMBERS
Attendance: 1/9/22- 44
Current: $20,070.33

Offering: 1/9/22

Current: 2,545

Benevolence: 110
Improvement: 118

Non Synod Benevolence: 80
Memorial: 20



