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2021 SUNDAY

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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1:30-3 pm Pastor's Office 

Hours @ ALC

03 04 05 06 07 08 09

19th Sunday after 

Pentecost 10:00am 

Worship and 

Communion                  

Intergenerational 

Sunday School and 

Fellowship                        

Parish Ed Meeting

10 am- 12pm Prayer 

Shawl                               

7pm Confirmation 9:30am Women's Bible 

Study

1:30-3 pm Pastor's Office 

Hours @ ALC

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

20th Sunday after 

Pentecost 10:00am 

Worship and Communion                  

Intergenerational Sunday 

School and Fellowship  

6:30pm Council Meeting 10 am- 12pm Prayer 

Shawl

7pm Confirmation 1:30-3 pm Pastor's Office 

Hours @ ALC

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

21st Sunday after 

Pentecost 10:00am 

Worship and Communion                   

Intergenerational Sunday 

School and Fellowship

10 am- 12pm Prayer 

Shawl

     7pm Confirmation 10am Worship and 

Music Meeting

1:30-3 pm Pastor's Office 

Hours @ ALC

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

22nd Sunday after 

Pentecost 10:00am 

Worship and Communion                   

Intergenerational Sunday 

School and Fellowship

10 am- 12pm Prayer 

Shawl

7pm Confirmation

31 01 02 03 04 05 06

23rd Sunday after 

Pentecost 10:00am 

Worship and Communion, 

Confirmation Sunday                   

Fellowship celebration of 

confirmands 

OCTOBER

Council President: Maureen Even 319 827-3270

Pastor, Kristen Corr Rod 563-212-1366

Church Phone: 827-6626    Web Address: www.americanlutheranjesup.org

Church e-mail: secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org

Pastor’s e-mail: pastor@americanlutheranjesup.org

Readers 
October 3rd: Mike Waring 

October 10th: Maureen Even 

October 17th: Mike Waring 

October 24th: Sue Hoey 

October 31st: Maureen Even 

 

Ushers 
 

Jim and Cyndi Gosse  
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LAMP NEWSLETTER 
 

 
 

2021 EDITION ISSUE 502 

Dear friends in Christ, 

 

At one point during Jesus’ public ministry, a member of the Jewish religious authorities asked 

him which commandment was the greatest.  Now, the person probably asked Jesus this 

question not because he was genuinely curious, but because he was hoping to trap Jesus. 

He probably assumed that Jesus would choose one of the 10 Commandments as the 

greatest one, and then this member of the Jewish authority could accuse Jesus of not caring 

about the other commandments. 

 

But Jesus saw through the trap and gave a brilliant answer. “The greatest commandment is 

to love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength.  And the second 

greatest commandment is to love your neighbor as yourself.” 

 

This was brilliant because Jesus didn’t ignore any of the 10 Commandments; instead, he 

gave an answer that was a brilliant summary of the 10 Commandments: love God, and love 

your neighbor. 

 

If we want to know how to love God, we can look at the first three commandments, 

because they are about our relationship with God. 

 

1.You shall have no other gods. 

2.You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God. 

3.Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 

 

And if we want to know how to love our neighbor, we can look at commandments 4 

through 10, because they are about our relationship with others. 

 

4. Honor your father and your mother. 

5.You shall not murder. 

6. You shall not commit adultery. 

7. You shall not steal. 

8. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

9. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

LETTER FROM THE 

PASTOR 
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10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or 

anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

 

So, rather than replacing the 10 commandments, Jesus affirmed them by offering a 

summary of them that we can easily remember: Love God, and love your neighbor.  This 

summary is easy to remember, but hard to live out, especially at a time when God’s name is 

used to justify all kinds of harmful things, and when so often people are encouraged to think 

only of themselves and not their neighbor.  So especially during this time when the Covid 

pandemic is once again getting worse, when political divisions keep getting more and more 

heated, and when everyone is overwhelmed, stressed out, and short tempered, we are 

called to remember what Jesus said are the greatest commandments: to love God and to 

love our neighbors. 

 

So every day, I encourage you to ask yourself, how can I love God and love my neighbor 

today? 

 

Christ’s peace, 

Pastor Kristen 
 

American Lutheran Church 

August Council Meeting 

August 9, 2021 

 

President Maureen Even called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Present were Maureen Even, Mike Waring, Shirley 

Bergman, Beth Stanek, Loren Corkery, Sue Hoey, and Sheila Collins.  Absent was Pastor Kristen Corr Rod and Christa 

Leach. 

Maureen led devotions with a reading from Christ in Our Home, Ephesians 5: 1-4 and concluded with a prayer. 

Treasurer’s Report – The check book balance at the end of July was $9,616.76.  Beth Stanek made a motion to accept the 

Treasurer’s Report.  Second by Sheila Collins.  Motion carried. 

Loren is working with Mr. Keith Oltrogge, CPA, PC from Denver, Iowa to finalize details of the use of his payroll and tax 

services approved at the council meeting on July 12, 2021.  The quarterly 941 tax payment is included in the cost of his 

service. 

Kristi Clayton will be compensated for her custodial work on August 1.  A card of appreciation for her years of service 

will be sent. 

Secretary’s Report – Mike made a motion to accept the minutes of the July 12, 2021 council meeting with one correction.  

Second by Beth Stanek.  Motion carried.  It was noted that minutes are posted on the church website upon approval. 

Committee Reports 

Abundant Life – No report. 

Hospitality – No report 

Memorial – A meeting is scheduled for August 10, 2021. 

Presidents - There are currently no issues with the Pastor sharing contract for either congregation.  Jubilee has dropped 

their scheduled office hours.  Pastor Kristen is available by appointment.  The annual review of Pastor per Synod 

compensation guidelines was discussed. 
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Property –Committee Members: Wayne Schneider, Eric Clark, Ray Zummak, Shirley Bergman, Mike Waring 

      Parsonage -  

On July 31 while Pastor was on vacation for a week, she asked me to care for the cats.  I did a quick inspection of the 

parsonage and saw a few items that should be replaced: the toilet paper holder and air register in upstairs bathroom, 

refrigerator handle, and doorknob in the detached garage. The shingles are also bad on the detached garage. A full 

parsonage inspection will occur in October.  Primrose Heating and Air Conditioning came and snaked the drain on August 

5th.  The air conditioner unit will be cleaned.   

      Church -  

Ray Zummak and Wayne Schneider trimmed the bushes. Mike Waring cut back a plant on the North side and applied 

stump killer to the roots. Also, Mike moved a view obstructed handicap sign from the outside church wall to a post where 

it is visible.   

Windows for the church downstairs will be ordered Monday August 9th and installed in October. 

In the original bid it was missed that the windows being replaced are obscured windows. The cost will be approximately 

$400 more.  A donation has been received to cover this cost. 

Respectfully submitted, Mike Waring 

 

Scholarship – No report. 

Technology – The committee will review the sound system needs. 

Worship and Music -                                                                                                                                                   July 15, 

2021 W & M meeting.  Present:  Pastor Kristen, Joellen Yeager, Mary Adams, Shirley Bergman.                                                                                                                                               

We discussed various worship concerns and changes; felt online services served a valuable outreach.  Reviewed council’s 

conversation concerning archived documents.  Shared that White’s Funeral Home was very pleased with ALC’s 

helpfulness at the recent funeral.   Recognized inclusion of members’ cares in services.  Rally Sunday is September 12.  

Hymns were chosen through September 2021.                                                       Respectfully submitted,                                                                                                                                                                                   

Shirley Bergman 

Youth –  

Committee Members: Sara Borland, Beth Stanek 

July 19th we had our first official youth group gathering, playing glow in the dark capture the flag at the Borland property. 

There were approximately 12 kids in attendance from ALC and Jubilee.  

Tentative schedule for the school year is as follows: 

September – Dinner and Minute to Win It Games 

October – Bonfire with hot dogs and s’mores 

November – Ice Skating at Young Arena 

December – Christmas Cookie Baking and Christmas Movie 

January – Lock in at church 

February – Swimming at Cedar Valley Sports Complex 

March – Get Air Trampoline Park 

April – Youth Choice 

May – Putt Putt Golf and Go Karts at Palmer Family Fun or Lost Island 

August 12th we will be serving Lunch in the Park. Shirts have arrived and have been distributed.  

Respectfully submitted, Beth Stanek 

 

Pastor’s Report – 

In the last month: 

1 funeral, Eugene Bachman (for Pastor DeBoer of Immanuel, Independence while he is on sabbatical) 

2 visits for Jubilee members 

1 meeting for the Independence Food Pantry 
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The Food Pantry will be redoing the flooring the last week of September and the director, Jan, will be having volunteers 

move all the inventory around within the pantry to access the different areas of the floor over the course of that week.  I 

told her that ALC and Jubilee churches were looking for a volunteer project to do in the community for God’s Work, Our 

Hands day and that even though this won’t happen on the correct day, we’d be very willing to offer volunteers to help 

move things in the pantry on the various days of that week.  I’m guessing that we’ll need a handful of people each day that 

week so she and I will work out a schedule as it gets closer. 

The Ministerial Summer Food Program is over now, and we are grateful for all who donated and helped.  We fed 16 

families in our community on five different occasions this summer. 

VBS will be happening August 15-18 so we are working on finalizing all the details.  We had a meeting with all who are 

coordinating different areas of VBS, and I met with Pr. Dawn from First Presbyterian Church and Pr. Mandy from United 

Methodist Church to coordinate the Bible study sessions. 

With the Delta variant of Covid causing cases to increase, I wonder if we should consider doing some services 

outdoors…?  Shirley has said that outdoor services used to be held at Parker Muncy Park; maybe we should try this for 

the first couple weeks of September, if cases continue to increase before then?  Maybe something fun for Rally Day? 

Since not very much of the money designated for online streaming was actually used, Charlie has been wondering about 

the possibility of upgrading the sound system to a more user-friendly setup.  He could set up a soundboard in the back of 

the church that could be kept in a locked cabinet, and then if sound issues arose during the service someone (ushers? 

Someone else?) could adjust the volume, etc. as necessary.  He could train people regarding the use of such a setup.  He 

estimates that it would cost about $500 for the required audio equipment.  If this is something people are interested in, he 

can send links to specific products. 

New Business  

Reopening Committee – The increase in new Covid cases is being monitored.  No changes are recommended at this time. 

Google Documents – Shirley Bergman is working on setting up access to Google Documents. 

Maureen Even will become the new agent for the biannual report to the Secretary of State. 

Old Business 

The Executive Committee will meet to review the results of the Pastoral evaluation working group meeting of July 25, 

2021, prior to meeting with Pastor Kristen. 

Correspondence – None. 

Deacon Assignments for September 

5 – 

12 – Mike Waring 

19 – Sue Hoey 

26 – Maureen Even 

 

Beth Stanek made a motion to adjourn.  Second by Sue Hoey.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sheila Collins, Secretary 

 

 



 

American Lutheran Church October 2021 
 

 

 7 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Military members: Jordan Leach is home from Sheppard AFB TX.  Both he and Justin are at 

the 185th Air Refueling Wing in Sioux City, IA. If you know of anyone else serving in the armed 

forces, please contact the church office secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org  or call 319 

827-6626. We’d like to remember them in our prayers. 

  

Service Time: Worship is at 10:00 AM through November.  

Fall Fun and Fellowship The Parish Ed Committee, along with the church council, has initiated 

a unique idea to revitalize our Sunday School and fellowship with the goal to involve more 

members, lessen the strain on Parish Ed, and have more meaningful time together as a 

church family. This Intergenerational concept is an opportunity for all ages to share stories, 

talents, and wisdom through lessons, mixers, and tasks while being tied to a lesson, Bible 

story, or values that we hope to instill in our youth. With all the changes that have occurred 

this past year, we hope that you will come with an open heart ready to find new ways to 

serve and encourage our church family. 

Lutheran World Relief School Kits: Because of your generous donations, we have supplies for 

40 school backpacks for our mission project. Thank you for your support! Today we will fill the 

backpacks with the school supplies in our fellowship following worship. The school kits will be 

blessed in worship October 10, boxed, and then delivered October 16 to the Fall Ingathering 

at New Hampton.   
 

Youth Group: All youth ages 5th grade through senior in high school are invited to join ALC's 

Youth Group. This year's theme is "Glow: Let your Light Shine" and we'll be planning monthly 

fun events to build community within the youth at ALC. Contact Sara Borland (319-230-8223) 

or Beth Stanek (319-427-4453) if you'd like to get involved.  
 

Peanut Butter: For the month of October, ALC will be collecting peanut butter to give to the 

backpack program at Jesup school.  This peanut butter will be sent home (with other food 

from the Food Bank) every other weekend as food assistance for kids and their families.  We 

are hoping to collect a total of 31 jars of peanut butter over the course of the 

month.  Peanut butter can be dropped off in the shopping cart in the church entryway. 
 

Confirmation Class for 7th and 8th graders 

Class meets on Wednesday evenings, 6pm on Sept 29 and 7pm after that. 
 

Confirmation class for 9th graders 

The 9th graders will be meeting with Pastor Kristen on Sunday, Oct 24, 2-4pm for their final 

class session before getting Confirmed.  They will be Confirmed at the worship service on 

Reformation Day, which is Sunday, October 31. 
 

 

 

mailto:secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org
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Quilting for Lutheran World Relief 

The ladies of the ALC will once again be involved in making quilts for Lutheran World 

Relief.  We will begin in October at a date and time to be determined.  If you are interested 

in participating in this ministry, please talk to Sharon McAtee, Kaye Jones or Mary 

Adams.  We welcome all eager helpers!  

ALC Bible study has decided to switch up our study this fall. The Women of Christmas, by  Liz 

Curtis Higgs, will be a timely preparatory Christmas study of Anna, Mary, and Elizabeth. We 

will be reading the book along with the accompanying study guide starting in October. As 

we would love to increase our study circle members to include those who may work, both 

men and women, we would consider meeting at a time more convenient to others. Let us 

know of your interest and we can work out a time to meet.   

Caring Bridge posts for Stephanie Witt Winkelpleck can be accessed from this 

link  https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/stephaniewittwinkelpleck.  Steph has been diagnosed with Acute 

Myeloid Leukemia. Thanks for your continued prayers and support.  
 

Treasurer Position: Please consider serving as treasurer on the church council. We have 

delegated some duties to a Synod resource to alleviate some of the responsibilities. If 

interested, contact a council member or the office. 
 

All Saints Day Remembrances: All Saints Sunday is coming up on Sunday, November 7.  At 

our worship service on this day, we will be lighting candles in remembrance of loved ones 

who have passed away.  If you have a name that you would like to remember with a 

candle, please let Pastor Kristen or Jessica know. 

 

Prayer Shawl: Come join the Prayer Shawl ministry that meets on Tuesdays, 10 AM - noon. 

New members who enjoy fellowship while knitting and crocheting are welcome. The shawls 

and blankets will be shared with those who are ill, grieving, and in need of comfort. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.caringbridge.org%2Fvisit%2Fstephaniewittwinkelpleck&data=04%7C01%7C%7C450ce7176d064628f54308d974747685%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637668865818589877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=rncix8fAPUDS7GmKfe6gRRLKyJ1uacnlGe%2FEblkhAss%3D&reserved=0
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Celebrations 

 

October Wedding Anniversaries 

Jason & Brandy Furler 10/1/2005 16 

Dan & Marci Dahl 10/6/2007 14 

Wayne & Susan Venem 10/10/1995 26 

Seph & Jenna Amling 10/11/2014 7 

David & Marcy Ruckdaschel 10/11/1997 24 

Nathan & Katie Stalheim 10/16/2010 11 

Jason & Christa Thompson 10/25/2008 13 

 

 

EVENTS  

 

Sunday October 3rd: 

Parish Ed meeting 

 

Monday October 11th:  

6:30pm Council Meeting 

 

tHURSDAYOctober 21st: 

10am Worship and Music Committee 

Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Military members: 

Jordan Leach is in the Air Force and 

is currently stationed in Sheppard AFB 

in TX. If you know of anyone else 

serving in the armed forces, please 

contact the church office 

(secretary@americanlutheranjesup.o

rg) or (827-6626).  We’d like to 

remember them in our prayers. 

 

**Pastoral Care: Pastor Kristen is 

available for pastoral care by phone 

at 563-212-1366. 

 

Pastoral Office Hours: Fridays 1:30-

3pm 
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October Baptisms 

Steve Bigwood 10/1 Ethan Wyant 10/11 Nikki Hemmer 10/19 

Mike Mostek Sr. 10/1 Dave Wyant 10/12 Joe Kopplin 10/19 

Kyle Thompson 10/2 Payton Westpfahl 10/13 Kristine McMartin 10/19 

Tom Hoey 10/3 Paul Anhalt 10/14 Sara Jacobsen 10/24 

Dennis Ricklefs 10/3 Brady Hemmer 10/17 Carmen McAtee 10/24 

Ben Thompson 10/7 Maxwell Kopplin 10/17 Susan Venem 10/24 

Connie Collins 10/8 Curtis Bate 10/18 Ryan Willams 10/24 

Teresa Merkel 10/11 Joyce Becker 10/19 Carrie Masteller 10/25 

    Jerry Blad 10/29 

    Missy Weber 10/29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Birthdays 

Brian Hill 10/1 Owen Thompson 10/11 Grace Thompson 10/21 

Janet Wright 10/1 Braden Knight 10/14 Chris Jacobsen 10/22 

Harper Westpfahl 10/4 Hannah Knight 10/14 Keira Schares 10/22 

Jerry Blad 10/6 Joe Kopplin 10/14 Jason Thompson 10/23 

Travis Clayton 10/6 Joellen Yeager 10/14 Marcy Ruckdaschel 10/24 

Marci Dahl 10/6 Tom Soppe 10/16 Kaleb Tyler 10/24 

Greg Sondag 10/6 Susan Venem 10/16 Gabriella Zabloudil 10/24 

Tina Bagenstos 10/7 Neva Winkelpleck 10/16 Mason Brower 10/26 

Brock Collins 10/7 Kristi Clayton 10/17 Amber Haack 10/26 

Brody Vogel 10/7 Nikki Elenz 10/17 Jaymn Loyd 10/26 

Harold Clayton II 10/8 Danni Kopplin 10/17 Michelle Krivanek 10/28 

Sara Jacobsen 10/8 Cara Zanker 10/18 Charlie Rod 10/28 

Michael Menuey 

Jr. 

10/8 Kash Niichel 10/19 Randy Frush 10/29 

Hunter Weber 10/8 Owen Riggs 10/19 Jennifer Swanson 10/31 

Sue Rigdon 10/9 Joyce Wright 10/19 


