WELCOME

AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH
Transfiguration of Our Lord
ELW Setting Three

Sunday, February 11, 2024

OUR MISSION

Jesus Christ calls American Lutheran Church to nourish the world by faith-
fully sharing His gifts.

Praise God that we can worship together! We pray you will be enlight-
ened by the Holy Spirit and strengthened in the faith that frusts in our Lord
Jesus Christ and praises him for the gift of our salvation. Peace be with
youl!

CONTACT US
Church office: 319-827-6626
Church website: www.americanlutheranjesup.org
Secretary’s email: secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org

Infroduction to the day
The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’
baptism and end with three disciples’ vision of his
transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism,
apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending
and hears the words from heaven. But now Jesus’
three closest friends hear the same words naming
him God'’s Beloved. As believers, Paul writes, we
are enabled to see the God-light in Jesus' face,
because the same God who created light in the
v \ first place has shone in our hearts to give us that
vision. The light of God'’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through bap-
tismm and shines in us also for others to see.
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WELCOME VISITORS!

We are so happy you've joined us today. If you have any questions about our
service or facilities, please reach out to an usher. If you are a guest please fill
out the yellow slip and place it in the offering plate.

The children will be invited up front during the children’s message — please feel
free to join us!

All who are baptized are welcome to receive communion. If you would prefer
to receive a blessing only, come with your hands folded.

If you are looking for a church home, know you are always welcome here.

ORDER OF WORSHIP- Setting Three
Prelude by Shirley Bergman
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (ELW p. 97)
The assembly stands.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

The presiding lay minister addresses the assembly.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.



Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We give you thanks, O God,

forin the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took de-
light.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into free-
dom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with
the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters
and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all
we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with
your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and
love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG When Morning Gilds the Skies (ELW 853)

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Chirist, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
0
7
ﬁﬁn — e —

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Assisting minister
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the
mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son,
and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: 2 Kings 2:1-12

Today's reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the proph-
et Elijah to Elisha. Their fravels, which refrace the path of Joshua back to Moab
(the place where Moses died) and the parting of the waters, demonstrate that
Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses.

The reading may be announced:

A reading from 2 Kings.

'Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a

whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said

to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But

Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave
6



you."” So they went down to Bethel. :The company of prophets who
were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know
that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he
said, “Yes, | know; keep silent.”

“Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to
Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will
not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. °The company of prophets
who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you
know that today the LORD will take your master away from youe”
And he answered, “Yes, | know; be silent.”

¢Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the
Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will
not leave you.” So the two of them went on. ’Fifty men of the com-
pany of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them,
as they both were standing by the Jordan. éThen Elijah took his man-
tle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to
the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry
ground.

‘When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what | may
do for you, before | am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me
inherit a double share of your spirit.” 1°He responded, “You have
asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as | am being taken from you,
it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking
and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. '“Elisha kept
watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and
its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his
own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

The reading may be concluded:
Word of God, word of life.

The assembly responds:

Thanks be to God.

PSALM:
'The mighty one, God the LORD, has spoken;
calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.
2Qut of Zion, perfect ! in its beauty, God shines forth in glory. R
30ur God will come and will not keep silence; with a consuming
flame before, and round about a raging storm.
‘God calls the heavens and the earth from above
to witness the judgment of the people.
S"Gather before me my loyal followers, those who have made a
covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.”
‘The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause, for it is God |
who is judge. R

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out
ministry but on the Lord Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine
at creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ shine in our lives
through Christian ministry.

The reading may be announced:

A reading from 2 Corinthians.

SEven if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.
4In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the un-
believers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the
glory of Christ, who is the image of God. °For we do not proclaim
ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your
slaves for Jesus' sake. ¢For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out
of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

The reading may be concluded:

Word of God, word of life.

The assembly responds:

Thgans be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)
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The assembly stands fo welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL: Mark 9:2-9

The gospel is announced.

The holy gospel according to Mark the 9th chapter

Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what
would become apparent to Jesus’ followers after he rose from the
dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God'’s glory manifest
in the beloved Son.

2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and
led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was
transfigured before them, Sand his clothes became dazzling white,
such as no one on earth could bleach them. ‘And there appeared
to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. °Then Peter
said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” ¢He did
not know what to say, for they were terrified. ‘Then a cloud over-
shadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is
my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” sSuddenly when they looked
around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.

’As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to
tell no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man
had risen from the dead.

The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Chirist.

SERMON
The assembly is seated.

Silence for reflection follows the sermon

HYMN OF THE DAY Beautiful Savior (ELW 838)
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:
As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s
blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s
blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church, that the transformational power of God en-
ters the hearts of all people. May its leaders serve as examples of
your grace and healing across fime and space. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We pray for the creation, that we will humbly observe the swirl of
wind and the heat of the bright sun. Teach us to honor all you have
made and to care for the animals, plants, air, and bodies of water
of this planet. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for those charged with leadership, lawmaking, and gov-
ernance of our towns, states, and countries, that they will strive for
goodness and justice all the days of their lives and callings. God of
grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for any who are sick and suffering (especially Stephanie
and those we name in our hearts). Guide us to offer hospitality, shel-
ter, friendship, and care to any in need. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for this congregation and its ministry in the wider communi-
ty. May we share the tfransforming beauty and love of God in ways
that honor the dignity of all whom we encounter. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Trusting that all the saints, prophets, and those who die in faith are
11

held in your care, we remember in thanksgiving those who have
died (especially). Grant us your gift of salvation as we await your
coming again in glory. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and
the silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus
Christ. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

(Please greet each other as you feel comfortable)

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
The assembly is seated
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness
you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our
possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the
world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING (ELW p. 144)
The presiding minister proclaims God'’s blessing.

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and for-
ever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Shine, Jesus, Shine (ELW 671)

DISMISSAL BY CHILDREN

Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

And have fun doing it.

We willl Amen!

Postlude by Shirley Bergman
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please keep in your prayers: Emelia Dahl Jacobson - Send cards to Emelia at Hiawao-
tha Care Center, Room 53, 405 North 15th Avenue, Hiawatha, |A 52233.

Stephanie
Winkelpleck Continue to pray for answers for Steph, for comfort, blood counts to re-
turn and stay normal, “Just a quick update on Steph. All of her tests so far have come
back negative for infection. They have lowered her steroids and her blood sugars are
getting better. Steph continues to be SO appreciative of everyone supporting her
from homell She wants you to know she loves you alll

Prayer Shawl: Meet every third Wednesday of the month at 10 am, Fireside Room.
Please contact Sharon McAtee at 319-827-6154 if you are in need of a shawl.

Calling all bright and cheerful Fellowship Hosts! We're on the lookout for volunteers to
spread joy and create wonderful connections after our heartwarming services. The
sign-up sheet awaits your enthusiasm right next to the Fireside Room, or you can drop
us a line at secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org with your preferred date. Embrace
the chance to strengthen our bonds with the Church family through shared laughter
and uplifting conversations. With our early 8:30 am service, let's turn every post-service
gathering into a sunshine-filled celebration! Your positive energy is the secret ingredi-
ent to making these moments truly special. Can't wait to see your smiling faces!

Soup Supper Sign up

Lenten Soup Supper — Seeking Volunteers for February 21st. Gather a team and join us
in nourishing our community before the Lenten Worship. Your assistance will be greatly
appreciated in making this Soup Supper a fulfilling and enjoyable event for everyone.
Wednesday Worship: February 7 at 6:15 pm, February 21 at 6:15 pm

Scholarship Program: ALC is once again participating in the Educational Partners in
Covenant (EPIC) Scholarship Program for the 2023-2024 school year. Through this pro-
gram ELCA colleges; Grand View, Luther, and Wartburg, match grants from churches,
dollar for dollar. ALC has allocated funds for this scholarship in their annual budg-
et. Scholarship applications are available on the bulletin board by the secretary's of-
fice. They must be completed and returned by March 1st, 2024 to the secretary's of-
fice to the attention of Pat Winblade, Scholarship Chairperson. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Pat Winblade, 319-290-9281 or 319-827-6788.

LWR Personal Care Kits We are collecting the following items for LWR Personal Care
Kits, our goal is 45 kits! Each kit will include on each of the following:

* One Light weight bath size towel (between 20"x40" and 52"x27"), dark in color

* Two or three bath sized bars of soap equaling 8-?20z., any brand in original wrapping

* One adult sized toothbrush in it's original package. Multi packs may be used by
14



sealing an individual toothbrush in a business size envelope; no plastic bags or wrap
* One metal nail clippers

Combs for these kits have already been purchased

We will need these items no later than March 31st.

Join us for the Ecumenical Good Friday Service on March 29th at 7 pm at First Presby-
terian Church in Jesup. We invite four members of our congregation to take part in the
Good Friday Drama. We are seeking two individuals for dramatic readings and two 1o
don event-appropriate attire, standing under the spotlight during the performance.
Your participation will contribute to a meaningful and impactful service. We look for-
ward to your involvement in making this event memorable. Please contact Secretary
Chris Waring at secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org or catch me in the office with
questions and to volunteer!

1: Shop online by scanning the QR code
2: Order your kit to be delivered to your home (they have pizzas, cookies, crazy bread -
and even gluten freel)
The Youth Group gets $6 for every item ordered. Thanks in advance for your continued
support. (Note, the link goes to a page for a specific youth, but all proceeds are
pooled to support all who are attending.

Rejoice and Renew— February 23 evening and Saturday February 24th
Woman's day and a half refreat at EWALU Stone Center
See insert for more information.

Lent and Easter Schedule
February 21 épm Soup Supper 7 pm ALC Need Volunteers!!
February 28 épm Soup Supper 7 pm Zion
March 6 épm Soup Supper7 pm ALC
March 13 é6pm Soup Supper 7 pm Zion
March 20 6pm Soup Supper 7 pm Zion
March 28 Maundy Thursday 7 pm ALC
March 29th  7pm Ecumenical Good Friday, First Presbyterian
March 31st 9am Easter Sunday
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THIS WEEK AT ALC

Sunday Feb:11th

8:30am Worship

Monday Feb. 12th

7pm Councll

ASH Wednesday

7pm Worship af Zion

Sunday Feb 18th

8:30am Worship with Holy Com-
munion and First Communion

BY THE NUMBERS
Attendance 2/4/2024 30

FB Views: 93

Current 1/31/2024

Checking: $8847.58

Savings: $60,248.22

Offering: 12/28/2024

Current: $1185

Benevolence: $90
Improvement: $460

Alyssa Hoey's Mission Trip: $298

PASTORS COMING TO ALC:
Feb 14th Pastor Dennis Hanson

Ash Wednesday @ 7pm Zion
Feb 18th Pastor Dan Mixdorf
Feb 21st Mid Week Lent-ALC
Feb 25th Pastor Phil Borleske
Feb. 28th Mid Week Zion

Military members: Military members:
Christa Leach has returned from de-
ployment and is still with the 434th Air
Force Reserve Unit in Grissom, Indiana.
Jordan and Justin continue their
monthly drills with the 185th Air Refuel-
ing Wing in Sioux City. Jeryn Loyd is a
student at lowa State and currently
home from Arkansas in the Army Re-
serves as Cassidee and Cole. Please
contact the church office to add other
names who serve. We remember them
in our prayers.

ASSISTING THIS SUNDAY:

Lay Leader: Sue Hoey

Music: Shirley Bergman

Usher: Bergman Family

Deacon: Maureen Even

Reader: Keaton Lynse
GIVING

ELECTRONIC
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- — IT'S EASY!
h@iﬂ s Simply Giving is
stress-free, no hassle
I !’_. way to set up auto-
matic giving fo ALC.
E You have the ability
to set up one-time or
regular giving at a
frequency that works best for you. Use your
smartphone to scan the QR code below or
download the Give+ App to get started. Feel
free to reach out to Mike Waring or Sara Bor-
land for more info.



