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OUR MISSION 
Jesus Christ calls American Lutheran Church to nourish the world by faith-
fully sharing His gifts. 

 
Praise God that we can worship together! We pray you will be enlight-
ened by the Holy Spirit and strengthened in the faith that trusts in our Lord 
Jesus Christ and praises him for the gift of our salvation. Peace be with 
you! 

 

WELCOME 
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Second Sunday in Lent 
ELW Holy Communion Setting Three 
Sunday, February 25, 2024 

CONTACT US 
Church office: 319-827-6626 
Church website: www.americanlutheranjesup.org 
Secretary’s email: secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org 

 

 
Introduction to the day 
The second covenant in this year’s Lenten read-
ings is the one made with Abraham and Sarah: 
God’s promise to make them the ancestors of 

many, with whom God will remain in everlasting covenant. 
Paul says this promise comes to all who share Abraham’s faith 
in the God who brings life into being where there was no life. 
We receive this baptismal promise of resurrection life in faith. 
Sarah and Abraham receive new names as a sign of the cov-
enant, and we too get new identities in baptism, as we put 
on Christ. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP- Setting Three 

 
Prelude by Shirley Bergman  
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
The assembly stands.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's 
mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
We are so happy you’ve joined us today. If you have any questions about our 
service or facilities, please reach out to an usher. If you are a guest please fill 
out the yellow slip and place it in the offering plate. 

The children will be invited up front during the children’s message – please feel 
free to join us! 

All who are baptized are welcome to receive communion. If you would prefer 
to receive a blessing only, come with your hands folded. 

If you are looking for a church home, know you are always welcome here. 
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We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved 
over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling 
forth life in which you took delight. 
  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into free-
dom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with 
the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters 
and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  

To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG O Word of God Incarnate (ELW 514)  
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE: 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 142) 
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument 
of shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory 
in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 
FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham 
and Sarah. God promises this old couple that they will be the ances-
tors of nations, though they have no child together. God will miracu-
lously bring forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The name changes 
emphasize the firmness of God’s promise. 

The reading may be announced:  
A reading from Genesis. 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to 
Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and 
be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me and you, 
and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his 
face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: 
You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall 
your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you ex-
ceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall 
come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and you, 
and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an ev-
erlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after 
you.” 
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 15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call 
her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreo-
ver I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise 
to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 22:23-31 
 23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give 
glory. Stand in awe of the LORD, all you off spring of Israel. 
 24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their pov-
erty; neither is the LORD’s face hidden from them; 
  but when they cry out, the LORD hears them. 
 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
 26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, Let those who seek the 
LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever! R 
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, who rules over the nations. 
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel 
before the LORD. 
 30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
saying to them, “The LORD has acted!” R 
 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25 
Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes 
into a right relationship with God not through works of the law but 
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through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah were far too old for 
bearing children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish 
what God had promised to accomplish. 

The reading may be announced:  
A reading from Romans. 
13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abra-
ham or to his descendants through the law but through the right-
eousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the 
heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; 
but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise 
may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not 
only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the 
faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I 
have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of 
the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, 
he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” 
according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants 
be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own 
body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a 
hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sa-
rah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the promise 
of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 
21being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteous-
ness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not 
for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who 
believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was 
handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our jus-
tification. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  

GOSPEL: Mark 8:31-38 
The gospel is announced. 
The holy gospel according to Mark the 8th Chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells 
his disciples for the first time what is to come. Peter’s response indi-
cates that he does not yet understand the way of the cross that Je-
sus will travel. 
31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo 
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and 
the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.32He said 
all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on 
divine things but on human things.” 
 34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any 
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want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life 
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake 
of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the 
whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in re-
turn for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words 
in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will 
also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the 
holy angels.” 
The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDRENS SERMON 
SERMON 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

HYMN OF THE DAY Will You Come and Follow Me (ELW 798) 
 
CREED  
Please stand if you are able 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heav-
en, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

INSTALLATION OF THE COUNCIL 
The following people have been elected by the congregation to 
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the congregational council. We give thanks for their willingness to 
serve. In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent 
to share in the mission of God; we rejoice now that these sisters and 
brothers will lead us in our common life and our mutual mission as a 
congregation. 
  
Christy Phillips, Maureen Even, Cindy Gosse, Shirley Bergman, Mitch 
Hayek, Barb Hayek,  
  
A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the 
same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who acti-
vates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of 
the Spirit for the common good. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7) 
  
You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this 
congregation. 
You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith 
bear witness to God, who gathers us into one together with the 
whole church. 
You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in wor-
ship, learning, witness, service, and support, so that the mission of 
Christ is carried out in this congregation, in the wider church, in this 
community, and in the whole world. 
You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit 
who empowers you may be glorified. 
You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, har-
mony, and mutual understanding in this congregation. 
On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: 
Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the offices 
to which you have been elected? 
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
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The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
People of God, I ask you: 
Will you support these, your elected leaders, 
and will you share in the mutual ministry 
that Christ has given to all who are baptized? 
We will, and we ask God to help us. 
  
I now declare you installed as officers / council members of this 
congregation. 
Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in 
peace, 
that you may be faithful servants of Christ. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the 
church, the well-being of creation, and a world in need. 

A brief silence. 

We turn to you for renewal. Save lives and ecosystems threatened 
by pollution and a changing climate. Cleanse the earth’s waters 
and restore the soil. Preserve rainforests, deserts, and wildlife, that 
generations to come may cherish your creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We turn to you for healing. Keep us mindful of any who are home-
bound, hospitalized, or convalescing, (especially Stephanie Win-
kelpleck, Dennis Becker and  Christy Phillips and those we name si-
lently in our hearts). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We turn to you for compassionated helpers to any who suffer be-
cause of war and violence. Shelter unhoused people, befriend 
those who are lonely, bring hope to any in despair, and console the 
bereaved (especially the Family of Craig Schutte). Hear us, O God. 
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Your mercy is great. 
Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the 
prayers of our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE  
(Please greet each other as you feel comfortable) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
The assembly is seated 
OFFERTORY 
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OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with 
words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we re-
ceive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merci-
ful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your 
Spirit, uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remem-
brance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliv-
er us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

COMMUNION 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Let us pray. 
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 
Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for 
justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of 
grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

BLESSING  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG Faith of Our Fathers (ELW 812) 
 
DISMISSAL BY CHILDREN 
Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
And have fun doing it. 
We will!  Amen!  
Postlude by Shirley Bergman 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please keep in your prayers:  Emelia Dahl Jacobson - Send cards 
to Emelia at Hiawatha Care Center, Room 53, 405 North 15th Ave-
nue, Hiawatha, IA 52233.  
Dennis Becker, Gold Canyon RV Resort 6601, E Hwy 60 Site 
506,Gold Canyon,AZ 
85118                                
 Stephanie Winkelpleck is back at home and continuing her trips to 
Iowa City twice a week. 
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LWR Personal Care Kits   We are collecting the following items for 
LWR Personal Care Kits, our goal is 45 kits!  Each kit will include on 
each of the following: 
• One Light weight bath size towel (between 20”x40” and 52”x27”), 
dark in color 
• Two or three bath sized bars of soap equaling 8-9oz., any brand in 
original wrapping 
• One adult sized toothbrush in it’s original package. Multi packs 
may be used by sealing an individual toothbrush in a business size 
envelope; no plastic bags or wrap 
• One metal nail clippers 
Combs for these kits have already been purchased 
We will need these items no later than March 31st. 
 
Assistance Needed: Seeking Worship Wednesdays/Youth Leaders 
for the upcoming fall. Kindly reflect on your abilities and consider 
becoming a leader through prayerful consideration.   
 
ALC 90th Anniversary– Our 90th Anniversary celebration is sched-
uled for July 28th, and we are actively seeking individuals to join the 
committee. For those interested, please reach out to Maureen Even 
at 563-880-8872 or contact Chris Waring at                                           
Secretary@americanlutheranchurch.org.  

Scholarship Program: ALC is once again participating in the Educa-
tional Partners in Covenant (EPIC) Scholarship Program for the 2023-
2024 school year.  Through this program ELCA colleges; Grand View, 
Luther, and Wartburg, match grants from churches, dollar for dol-
lar.  ALC has allocated funds for this scholarship in their annual 
budget.  Scholarship applications are available on the bulletin 
board by the secretary's office.  They must be completed and re-
turned by March 1st, 2024 to the secretary's office to the attention 
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of Pat Winblade, Scholarship Chairperson.  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Pat Winblade, 319-290-9281 or 319-827-6788. 

The key to the Secretary’s office will no longer be left in the usher 
stand.  If you need something in the office.  You may contact Chris 
Waring or stop in during the office hours.  If you have a key please 
email Chris so a record can be documented. 

Join us for the Ecumenical Good Friday Service on March 29th at 7 
pm at First Presbyterian Church in Jesup. We invite four members of 
our congregation to take part in the Good Friday Drama. We are 
seeking one individual for dramatic reading and two to don event-
appropriate attire, standing under the spotlight during the perfor-
mance. Your participation will contribute to a meaningful and im-
pactful service. We look forward to your involvement in making this 
event memorable. Please contact Secretary Chris Waring at sec-
retary@americanlutheranjesup.org or catch me in the office with 
questions and to volunteer! 
 
Office Hours: M,W,F  9am-noon,  There may be some exceptions to 
this schedule please call the Church office to see if Chris is availa-
ble before making a trip.  
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THIS WEEK AT ALC 
Sunday February 25th 
8:30am Worship with Holy Com-
munion/Installation of Council  
Tuesday Feb 27th 
9am Quilting 
Wednesday Feb 28th 
6pm Soup Supper Zion 
7pm Midweek Lent service Zion 
Sunday March 3rd 
8:30am Worship with Holy Com-
munion  
 
BY THE NUMBERS 
Attendance 2/18/2024 33 
FB Views: 73 
Current 1/31/2024 
 Checking: $8847.58 
Savings: $60,248.22 
Offering: 2/18/2024 
Current:  $1020 
Benevolence: $290 
Youth Trip: $42.50 
Lay Ministry: $145 

PASTORS COMING TO ALC:   
Feb 21st  Mid Week Lent-ALC 
Feb 25th Pastor Phil Borleske  
Feb. 28th Mid Week Zion 
Mar. 3rd  Pastor Thoresen 
Mar. 6th Mid Week Lent ALC 
Mar. 10th Pastor Dennis Hanson 
Mar. 13th Mid Week Lent Zion 
Mar. 17th Pastor Phil Borleske  
 
 
 

Military members: Military members: 
Christa Leach has returned from de-
ployment and is still with the 434th Air 
Force Reserve Unit in Grissom, Indiana. 
Jordan and Justin continue their 
monthly drills with the 185th Air Refuel-
ing Wing in Sioux City. Jeryn Loyd is a 
student at Iowa State and currently 
home from Arkansas in the Army Re-
serves as Cassidee and Cole. Please 
contact the church office to add other 
names who serve. We remember them 
in our prayers.  
 
ASSISTING THIS SUNDAY: 
Pastor: Phil Borleske 
Music: Shirley Bergman  
Usher:  Bergman Family 
Deacon: Barb Hayek 
Reader:  Kaylie Bergman 
 
 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
IT’S EASY! 

Simply Giving is a stress-
free, no hassle way to set 
up automatic giving to 
ALC. You have the ability 
to set up one-time or regu-
lar giving at a frequency 
that works best for you. Use 
your smartphone to scan 
the QR code below or 

download the Give+ App to get started. Feel 
free to reach out to Mike Waring or Sara Bor-
land for more info.  
 


