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OUR MISSION 
Jesus Christ calls American Lutheran Church to nourish the world by faith-
fully sharing His gifts. 

 
Praise God that we can worship together! We pray you will be enlight-
ened by the Holy Spirit and strengthened in the faith that trusts in our Lord 
Jesus Christ and praises him for the gift of our salvation. Peace be with 
you! 

 

WELCOME 
Sunday, March 10, 2024  
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
ELW Holy Communion Setting Three 
Sunday, March 10, 2024 
DECEMBER-MARCH 8:30AM 

 

CONTACT US 
Church office: 319-827-6626 
Church website: www.americanlutheranjesup.org 
Secretary’s email: secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org 

 
Introduction to the day 
The fourth of the Old Testament promises provid-
ing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise God 
makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze 
serpent will live. In today’s gospel Jesus says he 
will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so 

that those who look to him in faith will live. When we receive 
the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign 
we can look to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to 
God, for hope when we are dying. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP- Setting Three 
 

Prelude by Shirley Bergman  
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
The assembly stands.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living 
water, 
the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed 
with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the 
gift of baptism. 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
We are so happy you’ve joined us today. If you have any questions about our 
service or facilities, please reach out to an usher. If you are a guest please fill 
out the yellow slip and place it in the offering plate. 

The children will be invited up front during the children’s message – please feel 
free to join us! 

All who are baptized are welcome to receive communion. If you would prefer 
to receive a blessing only, come with your hands folded. 

If you are looking for a church home, know you are always welcome here. 
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We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the 
world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his 
family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 
freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you 
claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your 
promise and servants of all. 
  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus 
Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  

To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG Praise and Thanks and Adoration (ELW 
783) 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE: 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE   
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  PRAYER OF THE DAY  
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lift-
ed up this fallen world and rescued us from the hopeless-
ness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may 
reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 
FIRST READING: Numbers 21:4-9 
Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilder-
ness, they whine and grumble. They forget about the salvation they 
experienced in the exodus. God punishes them for their sin, but 
when they repent God also provides a means of healing: a bronze 
serpent lifted up on a pole. 

The reading may be announced:  
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A reading from Numbers. 
4From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the 
Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the people 
became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against 
God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out 
of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and 
no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6Then the 
LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they 
bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7The people 
came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking 
against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take 
away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the peo-
ple. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous ser-
pent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall 
look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, 
and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit some-
one, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and 
live. 
The reading may be concluded:  
The word of the Lord. 
The assembly responds:  
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, 
  for God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim 
  that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe, 
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 3gathering them in from the lands; 
  from the east and from the west, from the north and 
from the south. 
 17Some were fools and took rebellious paths; 
  through their sins they were afflicted. 
 18They loathed all manner of food 
  and drew near to death’s door. 
 19Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD 
  and you delivered them from their distress. R 
 20You sent forth your word and healed them 
  and rescued them from the grave. 
 21Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast 
love 
  and your wonderful works for all people. 
 22Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving 
  and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy. R 
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:1-10 
While we were dead in our sinfulness, God acted to make us alive 
as a gift of grace in Christ Jesus. We are saved not by what we do 
but by grace through faith. Thus our good works are really a reflec-
tion of God’s grace at work in our lives. 

The reading may be announced:  
A reading from Ephesians. 
1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which 
you once lived, following the course of this world, following 
the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work among those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived 
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among them in the passions of our flesh, following the de-
sires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of 
wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, 
out of the great love with which he loved us 5even when 
we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive to-
gether with Christ—by grace you have been saved—6and 
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heav-
enly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come he 
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kind-
ness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been 
saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God—9not the result of works, so that no one may 
boast. 10For we are what he has made us, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to 
be our way of life. 
The reading may be concluded:  
The word of the Lord. 
The assembly responds:  
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
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GOSPEL: John 3:14-21 
The holy gospel according to John the third chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader, Nico-
demus, Jesus refers to the scripture passage quoted in to-
day’s first reading. Just as those who looked upon the 
bronze serpent were healed, so people will be saved when 
they behold Christ lifted up on the cross. 

[Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil-
derness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoev-
er believes in him may have eternal life. 
 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 
may have eternal life. 
 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not con-
demned; but those who do not believe are condemned al-
ready, because they have not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light 
has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather 
than light because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do 
evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their 
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deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is 
true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that 
their deeds have been done in God.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDRENS SERMON 
SERMON "Snakebitten"  
 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (ELW 803)  
 
CREED  
Please stand if you are able 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary,      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heav-
en, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec-
tion of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray 
for the church, the well-being of creation, and a world in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, your love unites. Give vision to the global 
church and foster cooperation in mission. Increase inter-
religious understanding and ecumenical dialog. Make your 
church a sanctuary for all fleeing persecution, disaster, and 
war. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Creating God, your love enlivens. Restore balance to the 
earth’s fragile habitats. Preserve wilderness lands, rainfor-
ests, and wildlife. Cleanse oceans and rivers Make us good 
stewards of the earth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Righteous God, your love liberates. We give thanks for 
those who courageously witness to your liberating love. 
Free all people from the evils of racism, religious strife, and 
hatred. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Merciful God, your love heals. Care tenderly for all whose 
loved ones perished from pandemic disease in every na-
tion. Strengthen health care workers, first responders, and 
caregivers. Relieve all who live with chronic illness and pain, 
(especially Dennis Becker, Christy Phillips and Stephanie 
Winkelpleck.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Incarnate God, your love enlightens. Open our hearts and 
minds to fresh understandings of our faith. Deepen our love for 
you and for one another. Teach us to pray for our enemies. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Abiding God, your love saves. Those who died in the faith are 
made alive in Christ. We give thanks for your promise that we 
also will be raised to newness of life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the 
prayers of our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
OFFERTORY 
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OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but 
with words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which 
we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 16 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
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as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Let us pray. 
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heav-
en. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be 
hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our pray-
er, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG Lift High the Cross (ELW 660)  
 
DISMISSAL BY CHILDREN 
Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
And have fun doing it. 
We will!  Amen!  
 
Postlude by Shirley Bergman 18 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Join us for the Ecumenical Good Friday Service on March 29th at 7 
pm at First Presbyterian Church in Jesup. We invite four members of 
our congregation to take part in the Good Friday Drama. We are 
seeking one individuals for dramatic reading and two to don event-
appropriate attire(provided) standing under the spotlight during the 
performance. Your participation will contribute to a meaningful and 
impactful service. We look forward to your involvement in making this 
event memorable. Please contact Secretary Chris Waring at secre-
tary@americanlutheranjesup.org or catch me in the office with ques-
tions and to volunteer! 

 
LWR Personal Care Kits   We are collecting the following items for LWR 
Personal Care Kits, our goal is 45 kits!  Each kit will include on each of 
the following: 
• One Light weight bath size towel (between 20”x40” and 52”x27”), 
dark in color 
• Two or three bath sized bars of soap equaling 8-9oz., any brand in 
original wrapping 
• One adult sized toothbrush in it’s original package. Multi packs may 
be used by sealing an individual toothbrush in a business size enve-
lope; no plastic bags or wrap 
• One metal nail clippers 
Combs for these kits have already been purchased 
We will need these items no later than March 31st. 
 
Worship Wednesday meets  March 20th at 6:15 pm in the Sunday 
School Room 
Prayer Shawl: Meet every third Wednesday of the month at 10 am, 
Fireside Room. Please contact Sharon McAtee at 319-827-6154 if you 
are in need of a shawl.   
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ALC 90th Anniversary– Our 90th Anniversary celebration is sched-
uled for July 28th, and we are actively seeking individuals to join 
the committee. For those interested, please reach out to Maureen 
Even at 563-880-8872 or contact Chris Waring at  

Secretary@americanlutheranchurch.org.  

The key to the Secretary’s office will no longer be left in the usher 
stand.  If you need something in the office.  You may contact Chris 
Waring or stop in during the office hours.  If you have a key please 
email Chris so a record can be documented. 

Please keep in your prayers:  Emelia Dahl Jacobson - Send cards 
to Emelia at Hiawatha Care Center, Room 53, 405 North 15th Ave-
nue, Hiawatha, IA 52233.  
Dennis Becker, Gold Canyon RV Resort 6601, E Hwy 60 Site 
506,Gold Canyon, AZ 
85118                                
 Stephanie Winkelpleck is back at home and continuing her trips to 
Iowa City twice a week. 
   

 
  March 13     6pm Soup Supper 7 pm Zion 
  March 20    6pm Soup Supper 7 pm Zion 
 March 24th  8:30am  Palm Sunday 
  March 28    Maundy Thursday  7 pm ALC 
  March 29th  7pm Ecumenical  
          Good Friday, United Methodist  
  March 31st  Easter Sunday 7am Zion, 9am ALC 
 

Office Hours: M,W,F  9am-noon,  There may be some exceptions to 
this schedule please call the Church office to see if Chris is availa-
ble before making a trip.  
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THIS WEEK AT ALC 
Sunday March 10th 
8:30am Worship with Holy Com-
munion 
Monday, March 11th 
6:30pm Council Meeting 
Wednesday, March 13th 
6pm Soup Supper @ Zion 
7pm Soup Supper @ Zion 
 
 
BY THE NUMBERS 
Attendance 3/3/2024 25 
FB Views: 66 
Current 1/31/2024 
 Checking: $8847.58 
Savings: $60,248.22 
Offering:  3/3/24 
Current:  $565 
Benevolence: $345 
Improvement: $485 

PASTORS COMING TO ALC:   
Mar. 13th Mid Week Lent Zion 
Mar. 17th Pastor Phil Borleske 
Mar. 20th Mid Week Lent Zion  
Mar. 24th Pastor Dan Mixdorf 
Mar. 31st Pastor Phil Borleske 
April 7th  Pastor Luther Thoreson 
April 14th Pastor Phil Borleske 
April 21st Pastor Dan Mixdorf 
April 28th Pastor Liz Bell 
 
 
 

Military members: Military members: 
Christa Leach has returned from de-
ployment and is still with the 434th Air 
Force Reserve Unit in Grissom, Indiana. 
Jordan and Justin continue their 
monthly drills with the 185th Air Refuel-
ing Wing in Sioux City. Jeryn Loyd is a 
student at Iowa State and currently 
home from Arkansas in the Army Re-
serves as Cassidee and Cole. Please 
contact the church office to add other 
names who serve. We remember them 
in our prayers.  
 
ASSISTING THIS SUNDAY: 
Pastor: Pastor Dennis Hanson 
Music: Shirley Bergman  
Usher:  Schares/Clarks 
Deacon: Sue Hoey 
Reader: Sueann Westpfahl 
 

 
ELECTRONIC GIV-

ING 
IT’S EASY! 

Simply Giving is a stress-
free, no hassle way to set 
up automatic giving to 

ALC. You have the ability to set up one-time or 
regular giving at a frequency that works best 
for you. Use your smartphone to scan the QR 
code below or download the Give+ App to get 
started. Feel free to reach out to Mike Waring 
or Sara Borland for more info.  
 


