American Lutheran Church

August Council Meeting

August 10, 2026

President Maureen Even called the meeting to order at 6:31 pm.  Present were Maureen Even, Pastor Susan Friedrich, Mike Waring, Mary Adams, Connie Hamilton.  Sara Borland, Cindy Gosse, Christy Phillips, and Sheila Collins were absent.

Pastor Susan led devotions and prayer.

Mike made a motion to approve the agenda.  Second by Mary.  Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report – The checking account balance at the end of July was $3,493.83.  Connie made a motion to receive the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Second by Mary.  Motion carried.

Secretary’s Report – Mike made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 13, 2026 Council Meeting with two corrections.  Second by Connie.  Motion carried.

Committee Reports
Hospitality – Fellowship hostesses for the remaining Sundays in August are filled.

Parish Ed/Youth – Wednesday Worship begins September 9.  A new curriculum is being ordered.  It is okay with council to make space in the basement fellowship area for activities.   A suggestion has been made to plan an inter-generational celebration.  

Pastor Susan suggests we think about changing the name “Wednesday Worship” to better communicate what it’s about.

Pastor Susan plans to send invitations for confirmation and to meet with families.

The Lunch in the Park youth fundraiser was well attended.

Scholarship – An announcement will be placed in the bulletin looking for a new committee member.

Property/Technology – Of five bids requested, three were received to complete concrete repair around the bell tower and to remove the east side steps and sidewalk.  Mike Waring made a motion to accept the lowest bid from Kite Construction of $1,882.00.  Second by Connie.  Motion carried, subject to congregational approval.

A replacement pump for the air conditioner unit in the fireside room will be installed soon.  It is under warranty.

Worship and Music – We currently have three adult accompanists and one high school student.

To form a commitment to meet our accompanist needs, Pastor Susan and Shirley Bergman will meet with the three adults to determine if one of them would like to assume a lead position.  If not, possibly a team effort would suffice.

Courtney Frush tuned the piano in the balcony.  She found a crack in the soundboard that needs watching.

Shirley Bergman has resigned as head organist.  She will continue serving on the worship and music committee and will be helping to make arrangements for special music.

A back-to-school blessing that includes anyone involved in the school system will be planned for the August 23 service.

Call Committee – No report.

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Susan’s activities in the past month include:

· Committee meetings

· VBS attendance

· Visitation for shut ins

· Jubilee Conference meeting

· Fall planning – Confirmation, etc.

· Worship planning

· Family concerns

New Business
Pastor Susan’s vacation is November 23-29.

Pastor Susan’s Sundays off are August 30, September 20, October 18, November 22, and December 27.  Supply Pastors have been scheduled or are being sought for these dates.

Shirley Bergman has submitted her resignation as head organist.  Recognition for her many years of service and dedication to ALC is being planned.

God’s Work Our Hands:   Sara has presented some options for a project.  Council discussed the possibility of involving the youth in preparing and serving a meal to the residents of House of Hope.

Old Business
Mike Waring made a motion to ratify the approval of the bid from Coffin Weed Control for church and parsonage lawn maintenance (spraying and fertilizing in spring and fall).  Second by Mary.  Motion carried.

Mary made a motion to ratify the electronic vote to hold a special congregational meeting on August 23.  Second by Connie.  Motion carried.

Correspondence
ELCA World Hunger appeal.

Deacon Assignments for September
 6 –  Mary Adams

13 – Maureen Even

20 – Mike Waring

27 – Connie Hamilton

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  Mike made a motion to adjourn.  Second by Mary.  The meeting adjourned at 7:47 pm.

Note upcoming Events:

September 12 – Royal Family Kids Camp event at Sumner American Legion at 6:00 pm.

This is a fundraiser with a meal and auction.

September 14 – Council Meeting at 6:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted by recording,

Sheila Collins,  

Secretary

