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WELCOME 
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany / Lectionary 4 
ELW Holy Communion Setting Three 
Sunday, February 1, 2026 

CONTACT US 
Church office: 319-827-6626 
Church website: www.americanlutheranjesup.org 
Pastor’s email: patmohrkelly@gmail.com 
Secretary’s email: secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
We are so happy you’ve joined us today. If you have any questions 
about our service or facilities, please reach out to an usher. If you are a 
guest please fill out the yellow slip and place it in the offering plate. 

All who are baptized are welcome to receive communion. If you would 
prefer to receive a blessing only, come with your hands folded. 

If you are looking for a church home, know you are always welcome 
here. 

OUR MISSION 
Jesus Christ calls American Lutheran Church to nourish the world by 
faithfully sharing His gifts. 

 
Praise God that we can worship together! We pray you will be enlight-
ened by the Holy Spirit and strengthened in the faith that trusts in our 
Lord Jesus Christ and praises him for the gift of our salvation. Peace be 
with you. 
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Please note: In order to conserve paper we are eliminating printing the whole 
service.  

You can use the RED HYMNAL for the following 
(ELW p. #) = Page number        (ELW #) = Hymn number 

 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 
PRELUDE CASSIE GORMAN 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (ELW p. 97) 
 
GATHERING SONG Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized (ELW 304) 
 
GREETING 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 140) THIS IS THE FEAST  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the low-
ly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perse-
verance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see 
the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8 
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against 
Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect 
lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do jus-
tice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s service. 

The reading may be announced:  
A reading from Micah. 
 1 Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains,   
and let the hills hear your voice. 2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD,   
and you enduring foundations of the earth, for the LORD has a case against his 
people, and he will contend with Israel. 3 “O my people, what have I done to 
you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 4 For I brought you up from the 
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land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I sent before 
you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5 O my people, remember now what King Balak 
of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what hap-
pened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”  
6 “With what shall I come before the LORD and bow myself before God on high? 
 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the 
LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil?  
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of 
my soul?” 8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the LORD 
require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with 
your God? 
The reading may be concluded:  
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 15 
 1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
 2 Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 
  who speak the truth from their heart; R 
 3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 
 4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the 
LORD. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
 5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes              
      against the innocent. Those who do these things shall never be over-
thrown. R 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid 
and offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and 
salvation through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes 
true wisdom and power for believers. 

The reading may be announced:  
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I 4 

will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For 
Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, 
a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 
stronger than human strength. 
  26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by 
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But 
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 
weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised 
in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, 29 so that no one 
might boast in the presence of God. 30 In contrast, God is why you are in Christ 
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctifica-
tion and redemption, 31 in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.” 
The reading may be concluded:  
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142) 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 
Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God. 

The gospel is announced. 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, 
his disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 
  3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
  5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
  6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled. 
  7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
  8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
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  9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
  10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.” 
The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. 

HYMN OF THE DAY Songs of Thankfulness and Praise (ELW 310) 
 
NICENE CREED—In the back cover of your hymnal or on page 104 
 
INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL 
 
PRAYER SONG VS 1 Drawn to the Light (ELW 593) 
 
People who walk in darkness have sought a light in the heart of the darkest 
night. Just when we thought all would be lost, we were drawn to the light of 
God. . 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
PEACE (ELW p143) 
 
THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED (ELW #182) This is the Feast 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your 
hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to 
the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW P.144) 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144) 
 
THE LORDS PRAYER (ELW P.145) 
 
COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after commun-
ion. 
Let us pray. 
O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with 
the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in 
the world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and 
its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen. 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG Be Thou My Vision (ELW 793) 
 
POSTLUDE CASSIE GORMAN 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 FOR OUR LITTLE ONES:  Busy bags are available. Please feel free to borrow them 
each Sunday.  
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Remember our members in your prayers: Bob, Wendell, Gene, Shirley, Bill , 
Sharon, Jeanne, Debbie and Marie 

American Lutheran Church is once again participating in the Educational 
Partners in Covenant (EPIC) Scholarship Program for the 2026-2027 school 
year. Through this program ELCA colleges, which include Grand View, Luther, 
and Wartburg, match scholarship funds from churches, dollar for dollar, up to 
$750. ALC has allocated funds for this scholarship in their annual budget, with 
an award cap per qualified applicant of $750. Scholarship applications are 
available on the bulletin board by the secretary's office. They must be re-
turned by March 1st, 2026 to the secretary's office to the attention of Pat 
Winblade, Scholarship Chairperson. If you have any questions, please con-
tact Pat Winblade, 319-290-9281  

BIBLE RECAP – following worship  
 

Prayer Chain: Contact Kaye  Jones kayejns@gmail.com or the office 
(secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org) with any prayer concerns.  
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THIS WEEK AT ALC 
Sunday, February 1st 
9am Worship with Communion 
3pm Confirmation 
4pm Praise Worship 
Wednesday, February 4th 
6pm Worship Wednesday 
Thursday Feb 5th 
9am Women's Bible Study 
Sunday, February 8th 
9am Worship with Communion 
3pm Confirmation 
4pm Praise Worship 
 
BY THE NUMBERS 
Attendance January 25th 
10am 21 4pm no service 
Offering: January 25th 
Current $1465 
Benevolence: $170 
Improvement: $25 
LDR $50 
Funds for Leaders $100 
Youth $50 
 
Current Balance as of 12/31/2025 
Checking: $18,691.80 
Savings: $55,271.95 
Improvement $49,602.27 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #23094.   

 
 

Military members: Military members: 
Christa Leach has returned from de-
ployment and is still with the 434th Air 
Force Reserve Unit in Grissom, Indiana. 
Jordan and Justin continue their 
monthly drills with the 185th Air Refuel-
ing Wing in Sioux City. Jeryn Loyd is sta-
tioned at Fort Knox and in the Army Re-
serves  Cassidee and Cole. Please con-
tact the church office to add other 
names who serve. We remember them 
in our prayers.  
 
ASSISTING THIS SUNDAY: 
Pastor: Pat Mohr-Kelly 
Music:  Cassie Groman 
Usher:  Randy Frush 
Deacon: Maureen Even 
Reader:  Maureen Even 
Fellowship:  Mary Adams 
 

ELECTRONIC GIVING IT’S EASY! 
Simply Giving is a stress-free, no hassle way to 
set up automatic giving to ALC. You have the 
ability to set up one-time or regular giving at a 
frequency that works best for you. Use your 
smartphone to scan the QR code below or 
download the Give+ App to get started. Feel 
free to reach out to Mike Waring. 


