WELCOME
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
First Sunday of Christmas
ELW Holy Communion Setting Three
Sunday, December 28, 2025


ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE BY SHIRLEY BERGMAN

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (ELW p. 97)

GATHERING SONG Love Has Come(ELW 292)
1 Love has come--a light in the darkness! 
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies.
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it;
hear how their song of joy arises:
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!
Love! Love! Glory to God on high.

2 Love is born! Come, share in the wonder.
Love is God now asleep in the hay.
See the glow in the eyes of his mother;
what is the name her heart is saying?
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers;
Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel.

3 Love has come and never will leave us!
Love is life everlasting and free.
Love is Jesus within and among us.
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking.
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas;
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

GREETING

CANTICLE OF PRAISE(ELW p. 140) THIS IS THE FEAST 
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom and strength,
and honor, blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God,
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
The assembly is seated.
FIRST READING:Isaiah 63:7-9
God does not delegate divine intervention to a messenger or angel. God’s own presence brings salvation. The prophet and all who read these words join in celebrating God’s gracious deeds. God trusts that God’s people will not act falsely.
The reading may be announced: 
A reading from Isaiah.
 7 I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy acts of the LORD, because of all that the LORD has done for us and the great favor to the house of Israel that he has shown them according to his mercy, according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 8 For he said, “Surely they are my people,   children who will not act deceitfully,” and he became their savior 9 in all their distress. It was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved them; in his love and pity it was he who redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
The reading may be concluded: 
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM:148
    1 Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights.
 2 Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
 3 Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars.
 4 Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens.
 5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were created,
 6 who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not pass away.
 7 Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;
 8 fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
 9 mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;
 10 wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds;
 11 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world;
 12 young men and maidens, old and young together.
 13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
 14 The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD.  Hallelujah!

SECOND READING:Hebrews 2:10-18
Through Jesus’ suffering and death, the trail to eternal salvation has been blazed for us. We do not fear death, because he has conquered the power of death. Thus Christ, our merciful and faithful high priest, has the final say over the destiny of our lives.
The reading may be announced: 
A reading from Hebrews.
10 It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11 For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12 saying,  “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters; in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 13 And again,  “I will put my trust in him.” And again, 
 “Here am I and the children whom God has given me.”  14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16 For it is clear that he did not come to help angels but the descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.
The reading may be concluded: 
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION(ELW p. 142)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL:2:13-23
In a dream, Joseph is warned to flee to Egypt to protect the infant Jesus from the jealousy of Herod.
The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
13 Now after [the magi] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 
  16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. 17 Then what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:
 18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
  19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20 “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 23 There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.”
The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
The assembly is seated.
HYMN OF THE DAY Hark! The Herald Angels Sing(ELW 270)

1 Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn king;
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled."
Joyful, all you nations, rise;
join the triumph of the skies;
with angelic hosts proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"

Refrain
Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn king!"

2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,
offspring of a virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!
Hail, incarnate deity!
Pleased as man with us to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel! Refrain

3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace!
Hail the Sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
ris'n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise each child of earth,
born to give us second birth. Refrain



CREED—In the back cover of your hymnal or on page 104
NINCENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and  apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 


PRAYER SONG Jesus, Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

PEACE (ELW p143)

NOISY OFFERING: ELCA Good Gifts and Food Pantry

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED (ELW #186) Create in Me
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW P.144)
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY(ELW p. 144)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE LORDS PRAYER (ELW P.145)

COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION=
Let us pray.
Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Away in a Manger(ELW 277)
1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there.

POSTLUDE: SHIRLEY BERGMAN

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Any announcements need to be placed in the file on the church office door by Wednesday evening.  Articles for THE LAMP are due in the office by noon on the 2nd Wednesday of each month.

FOR OUR LITTLE ONES:  Busy bags are available. Please feel free to borrow them each Sunday. 

Noisy Offering in December will go towards ELCA Good Gifts  and the Independence Food Pantry. 
Remember our members in your prayers: Grandma Joyce, Bob, Wendell, Gene, Shirley, Bill , Sharon, Jeanne, Debbie and Marie
Poinsettia's in memory of: Erpelding Family, Bill Adams, Loyd & Frances Putnam, Martin & Margaret Becker, Melvin & Eva Miller, and Sheri Waring. Please take yours home today! We have extra so please help yourself!
Annual Reports due to the secretary no later than Jan 12th
Wednesday Worship will start up again in January.
BIBLE RECAP – JOIN US! We’re reading the entire Bible together using The Bible Recap! Daily readings, brief summaries, and short videos are available through the free YouVersion Bible App.
January Readings: January 1: Genesis 1–3, January 2: Genesis 4–7, January 3: Genesis 8–11 
We’ll meet on Sundays during or after fellowship to recap the week’s readings and share reflections and insights together.                                                           Interested in joining? Please email Pastor Pat at patmohrkelly@gmail.com.
Let’s try this journey together!

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING & MEAL
January 18 | Worship at 9:00 a.m. (No 4:00 p.m. service) Following worship, we’ll meet to vote on the 2026 budget, elect council and nominating committee members, and discuss the future of pastoral leadership. Your presence and vote matter.
Meal help needed: one casserole, juice/milk, syrup, and butter.
Please notify the office or Pastor Pat if you can help.
Backup date: January 25 (weather permitting).  Butter Let the office or Pastor Pat know what you can contribute
*January 25 backup date if bad weather on 18th *

ASSISTING THIS SUNDAY:
 (
BY THE NUMBERS
Attendance December 24th
2pm 45
7pm 40
Offering: 12/24/2025
Benevolence: $1405
Improvement: $45
Food Pantry $793.00
Current Balance as of 11/30/2025
Checking: $11,881.71
Savings: $55,256.46
Improvement $27,621.49
)Pastor: Pat Mohr-Kelly
Music: Shirley Bergman
Usher:  Randy and Iva Ruehs
Deacon: Maureen Even
Reader:  Maureen Even
Fellowship:  Pastor Pat 


THIS WEEK AT ALC
Sunday, December 28th
First Sunday of Christmas
9am Worship with Communion
4pm Contemporary Worship
Sunday, January 4th
9am Worship with Communion
3pm Confirmation
4pm Contemporary Worship


