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Introduction to the day
Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the creator of wind and rain, field and ocean, the bread of life coming down from above,
the power at work within us and this world.
Amen.
Before God and in the company of our sisters and brothers, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection.
God and Father of all,
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. We have thought better of ourselves than others. We have told lies, said hurtful things, acted in ways we wish we could take back,
and looked the other way when action was needed. In your mercy, O God, forgive us, cleanse us, and heal us, for the sake of Jesus, our Savior. Amen.
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; everything has become new!
In Christ, + you are a new creation: your sins are taken away, and you are made new. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. Amen.

GATHERING SONG O God, Our Help in Ages Past (ELW 632)

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home:

Under the shadow of your throne your saints have dwelt secure; sufficient is your arm alone, 	and our defense is sure.

Before the hills in order stood or earth received its frame, from everlasting you are God, to endless years the same.

A thousand ages in your sight are like an evening gone, short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun.

 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, bears all our years away; 	they fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the op'ning day.

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, still be our guard while troubles last and our eternal home.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie (ELW p. 184)   
Refrain  
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. 
Kyrie eleison, ev'ry day. 

1For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  
 
2 That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.   

3For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for love, for our work and our play, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.   

4For your spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the word; that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Kid’s Time

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18
A reading from 1 Kings.
On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor.
9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there. 
  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

  11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 15 Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 85:8-13
 8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying;
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you.
 9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
  that your glory may dwell in our land. R
 10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
  righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
 11 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
  and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
 12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity,
  and our land will yield its increase.
 13 Righteousness shall go before the LORD
  and shall prepare for God a pathway. R

SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15
A reading from Romans.
A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s saving actions.
5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? 
 “The word is near you,
  in your mouth and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
  14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-33
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.
22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”
  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY My Life Flows On in Endless Song (ELW 763)

My life flows on in endless song; 	above earth's lamentation, 	I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation.
Refrain
No storm can shake my inmost calm 	while to that Rock I'm clinging. Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 	how can I keep from singing?

Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that music ringing. It finds an echo in my soul. How can I keep from singing?  
Refrain
No storm can shake my inmost calm 	while to that Rock I'm clinging. Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 	how can I keep from singing?

What though my joys and comforts die? The Lord my Savior liveth. What though the darkness gather round? 	Songs in the night he giveth.  
Refrain
No storm can shake my inmost calm 	while to that Rock I'm clinging. Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 	how can I keep from singing?

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing! All things are mine since I am his! How can I keep from singing?  Refrain
No storm can shake my inmost calm 	while to that Rock I'm clinging. Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 	how can I keep from singing?

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
 At the end of each petition will be, “Merciful God,” and you may respond, “receive our prayer.” 
Closing petition: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

PEACE

OFFERING God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending (ELW 678)

God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store: nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, costly cross, grave's shattered door, gifted by you, we turn to you, off'ring up ourselves in praise;
thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days.

OFFERING PRAYER

GREAT THANKSGIVING
 Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word and deed and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
 Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share with us the great and promised feast. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

SENDING SONG   Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness  (ELW 843)

Praise the One who breaks the darkness with a liberating light; praise the One who frees the pris'ners, turning blindness into sight. 
Praise the One who preached the gospel, healing ev'ry dread disease, calming storms and feeding thousands with the very bread of peace.

Praise the One who blessed the children with a strong yet gentle word; praise the One who drove out demons with a piercing, two-edged sword.
Praise the One who brings cool water to the desert's burning sand; from this well comes living water quenching thirst in ev'ry land.

Praise the one true love incarnate: Christ, who suffered in our place;
Jesus died and rose for many  that we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness,  seeing what our God has done.Praise the one redeeming glory; praise the One who makes us one.

DISMISSAL
Postlude: Brooklyn Pint
Join us for fellowship in the Fireside Room
Treats supplied by Connie Hamilton
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Remember our members in your prayers: Wendell, Shirley, Bill, Sharon, Jeanne, Emelia, Lori, Marie, Kaye
Prayer Chain: Contact Kaye Jones kayejns@gmail.com or the office (secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org) with any prayer concerns.
Summer Food Program: The Jesup Ministerial Association will hold its final food distribution of the summer on August 12 for 13 local families. American Lutheran Church has committed to providing boxed oatmeal and canned fruit for this ministry. Donations may be placed in the grocery cart located by the front entrance. Thank you for helping support families in our community.
Vacation Bible School – Rainforest Falls
Join us for Vacation Bible School at Jesup City Park, August 9–13, from 6:00–8:00 p.m. This year's exciting theme is Rainforest Falls!
Parents can register their children through the church website, or scan the QR Code below. We hope you'll invite your family, friends, and neighbors to join us for a fun week of faith, music, games, crafts, and learning!
God's Work. Our Hands. T-Shirt Orders 
Order sheet on table in the back of the sanctuary
American Lutheran Church will once again participate in God's Work. Our Hands. Sunday on September 13, joining ELCA congregations across the country in serving our community.
To help us show our ALC spirit, we're placing a group order for God's Work. Our Hands. T-shirts. Shirts are $15 each, and all orders must be submitted to the church office by August 15.
Additional details about our service project will be announced soon, so stay tuned! We hope you'll join us as we put our faith into action through service. 
Email: Secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org to place your order 
LWR School Kit Collection: We are collecting 70-sheet spiral notebooks, 16 or 24 count crayons, blue or black ballpoint pens, blunt scissors, and 12-inch rulers for Lutheran World Relief School Kits. Please place donations on the table at the back of the sanctuary. Thank you for your support!
Noisy Offering – Through September 15
Our Noisy Offering will support the final phase of the Cedar Lodge renovations at Camp Ewalu. Through September 15, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Cedar Rapids will match every dollar donated (up to $50,000), doubling the impact of your gift. Bring your coins, cash, or a special donation, and help Camp Ewalu complete this important project debt-free. Thank you for your generous support!
Worship Wednesday Volunteers Needed
Do you enjoy working with children? American Lutheran Church is looking for volunteers to help with Worship Wednesday from September through April. Whether you can help every week or occasionally, your time and talents can make a meaningful difference in the lives of our young people.
If you are interested in serving or would like more information, please contact the church office.
Military Address: Christa Leach, 387 AEW (CSS), OPC 1201 Box 72
APO AE 09309 As of now, this will be through the end of Sept.
Military members: Christa Leach has been called to active duty with the 434th Air Force Reserve Unit in Grissom, Indiana. Jordan and Justin are still members of the 185th Air Refueling Wing in Sioux City. Jeryn Loyd is stationed at Fort Knox and in the Army Reserves Cassidee is stationed in Iowa City and Cole is currently home. Cody Clayton is back from Fort Benning, Georgia Basic Training and will report to Dubuque.​​ Karsten Nuehring is back from training and is drilling with the Aviation Unit in Waterloo.
Please contact the church office to add other names who serve. 
We remember them in our prayers. 
THIS WEEK AT ALC
Sunday, August 9th
9am Worship with Communion
VBS Aug 9-13th
Aug 12th LAMP News Due
Sunday, August 16th
9am Worship with Communion

BY THE NUMBERS
Attendance July Aug 2nd 25
Offering
Current $1650
Benevolence: $120
Improvement: $25
EWALU $55
Telephone Capitol Credit $1149.42
Current Balance as of June 30, 2026
Checking: $12,030.06
Savings: $27,509.25
Improvement $44,522.53


ASSISTING THIS SUNDAY:
Reverend Susan Friedrich
Music: Brooklyn Pint
Usher: Collins/Adams
Deacon: Connie Hamilton
Reader: Connie Hamilton
Fellowship: Connie Hamilton
Videographer: Mike Waring
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