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OUR MISSION 
Jesus Christ calls American Lutheran Church to nourish the world by faith-
fully sharing His gifts. 

 
Praise God that we can worship together! We pray you will be enlight-
ened by the Holy Spirit and strengthened in the faith that trusts in our Lord 
Jesus Christ and praises him for the gift of our salvation. Peace be with 
you! 

 

WELCOME 
Third Sunday after Epiphany / Lectionary 3 
ELW Holy Communion Setting Four 
Sunday, January 26, 2025 

CONTACT US 
Church office: 319-827-6626 
Church website: www.americanlutheranjesup.org 
Pastor’s email: patmohrkelly@gmail.com 
Secretary’s email: secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org 
 
Introduction to the day 

God’s glory is revealed in the reading of 
scripture. People stand at attention. 
People weep. People prostrate them-
selves in prayer. The unity of the church 
is another reflection of God’s glory. 
Most gloriously, the promises of God are 
fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. 
Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the 
glory of God. 

2 

 
ORDER OF WORSHIP- Setting Four 

 
Prelude by Shirley Bergman 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives 
thanks. 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
We are so happy you’ve joined us today. If you have any questions about our 
service or facilities, please reach out to an usher. If you are a guest please fill 
out the yellow slip and place it in the offering plate. 

The children will be invited up front during the children’s message – please feel 
free to join us! 

All who are baptized are welcome to receive communion. If you would prefer 
to receive a blessing only, come with your hands folded. 

If you are looking for a church home, know you are always welcome here. 
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and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into free-
dom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 
Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  

To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
The service continues with gathering song. As a reminder of the gift  

 
GATHERING SONG As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522) 
 
GREETING The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE    
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be writ-
ten for the nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear 
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted 
by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the 
hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

FIRST READING: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem. Now Ezra, the priest, reads the 
law of Moses to them in the public square. When they hear it, they weep for 
their sins and for the long years in exile, but Ezra reminds them that “the joy of 
the LORD is your strength.” 

The reading may be announced:  
A reading from Nehemiah. 
1 All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before 
the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the 
law of Moses, which the LORD had given to Israel. 2 Accordingly, the 
priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and 
women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the 
first day of the seventh month. 3 He read from it facing the square 
before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the pres-
ence of the men and the women and those who could under- 6 

stand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of 
the law. 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, 
for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, 
all the people stood up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great 
God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their 
hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with 
their faces to the ground. 8 So they read from the book, from the law 
of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people 
understood the reading. 
  9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and 
scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the peo-
ple, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” 
For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 10 
Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet 
wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is pre-
pared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the 
joy of the LORD is your strength.” 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 19 
 1 The heavens declare the glory of God, 
  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 
 2 One day tells its tale o another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
 3 Although they have no words or language, 
  and their voices are not heard, 
 4 their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the 
ends of the world, 
  where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
 5 It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
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 6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs 
about to the end of it again; nothing is hidden from its burning 
heat. R 
 7 The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the testi-
mony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom | to the simple. 
 8 The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the com-
mandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 9 The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 
  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
 10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine 
gold, sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. R 
 11 By them also is your servant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12 Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them 
not get dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and in-
nocent of a great offense. 
 14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. R 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe 
how intimately connected we are in the church. For this struggling congrega-
tion in Corinth, Paul delivers a vital message of unity that is a mark of the church 
today. 

The reading may be announced:  
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of 
one Spirit. 
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  14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of 
many. 15 If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not 
belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the 
body. 16 And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do 
not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of 
the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hear-
ing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of 
smell be? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, 
each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, 
where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many members, yet 
one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of 
you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 
On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weak-
er are indispensable, 23 and those members of the body that we 
think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less re-
spectable members are treated with greater respect; 24 whereas 
our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so 
arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior mem-
ber, 25 that there may be no dissension within the body, but the 
members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one mem-
ber suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all 
rejoice together with it. 
  27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 
28 And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of heal-
ing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of 
tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do 
all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in 
tongues? Do all interpret? 31a But strive for the greater gifts. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
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GOSPEL: Luke 4:14-21 
Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Naza-
reth. In the words of Isaiah, he states and claims his identity, purpose, and mis-
sion. 

The gospel is announced. 
The holy gospel according to Luke the fourth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, 
and a report about him spread through all the surrounding country. 
15 He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by eve-
ryone. 
  16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, 
he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. 
He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was giv-
en to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was 
written: 
 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me 
   to bring good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery 
of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19 to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and 
sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 

10 

Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been ful-
filled in your hearing.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
The assembly is seated. 

SERMON   
CHILDRENS MESSAGE 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word (ELW 517) 

 
CREED  
Please stand if you are able 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was bur-

ied; he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the 
church, the world, and all of creation. 

As your word is opened in our midst, we give thanks for all who 
share scripture: for parents, grandparents, and godparents; teach-
ers and mentors; deacons, pastors, bishops, and scholars. Inspire 
passion for the stories of faith. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
As heavens declare your glory and the sky proclaims your work, we 
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lift our voices in awe of quarks and atoms, vast stars and solar sys-
tems. Guide us to speak on behalf of your handiwork. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
As Jesus proclaimed life and freedom in his community, energize 
communities and nations to eliminate poverty, engage in prison 
ministry and transformative justice, and envision new ways of work-
ing together for your promised reign. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
As your word and presence revive the soul, accompany all experi-
encing depression, anxiety, or eating disorders; be a source of 
strength for all affected by memory loss and their caregivers; draw 
near to all undergoing medical treatment or surgery (especially 
those we name silently in our hearts). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
As we are made one body in baptism, strengthen all who serve. Re-
new and inspire all who use their gifts in this congregation, commu-
nity, and the world (especially parish nurses, fellowship hosts, worship 
leaders, council, and committee members). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Heavenly Father, guide us with wisdom and unity as we gather after 
worship today for our annual meeting, to reflect, plan, and serve 
Your mission. Bless our efforts, that they may glorify You and strength-
en our church community. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope 
that your promise is revealed among the people. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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OFFERING  
OFFERING HYMN  

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gath-
ered together to become one bread, so let your church be gath-
ered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for 
yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merci-
ful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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LORD’S PRAYER Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as 
Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

COMMUNION  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strength-
en us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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BLESSING  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG On Our Way Rejoicing (ELW 537) 
 
DISMISSAL 
Postlude by Shirley Bergman 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Annual Meeting TODAY after worship service. Please plan on attend-
ing we must have a quorum of 25 voting members.  Please sign the at-
tendance sheet for the annual meeting on the Ushers stand 

 

Thursdays with God in January 30th 
Join us for Bible Study every Thursday at 6:30 pm, either on Zoom or in per-
son. Each week includes prayer, scripture reading and in-depth Bible 
study.  
 
Save the Date!   The American Lutheran Quilters are hosting a fund-
raising meal after church on February 9, 2025 beginning at 11:30 
AM. Serving will continue until 1 PM. The menu will consist of ham 
balls, cheesy potatoes, a vegetable, salad and dessert. The meal 
will be provided for a free will donation that will be directed toward 
purchasing supplies as needed for our Lutheran World Relief projects 
– quilts, school kits and personal care kits. An opportunity to win a 
beautiful quilt made by Iva Ruehs will be available. We hope you 
can join us!  
 
Wednesday Worship January schedule 29th  6:15pm-7pm. 
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THIS WEEK AT ALC 
Sunday January 12Ih 
Sunday, Jan 26th 
10am Worship with Holy communion  
Annual Meeting to Follow Worship 
Tuesday, Jan 28th 
Quilting 9am 
Wednesday,  Jan 29th 
6:15pm Confirmation @ ALC 
Worship Wednesday 6:15pm 
Thursday, Jan 30th 
6:30pm Bible Study via Zoom or in 
person 
 
BY THE NUMBERS 
Attendance 01/19/2024 26 
Current Balance as of 
12/31/2024 
Checking: $17,508.14 
Savings & CD:  $58,570.88 
Improvement $46,254.99 
Offering: 01/19/2025 
Current: $910.00 
Benevolence: $30 
Improvement: $25 
Zion $2319.11 
 
 

Military members: Military members: 
Christa Leach has returned from de-
ployment and is still with the 434th Air 
Force Reserve Unit in Grissom, Indiana. 
Jordan and Justin continue their 
monthly drills with the 185th Air Refuel-
ing Wing in Sioux City. Jeryn Loyd is a 
student at Iowa State and currently 
home from Arkansas in the Army Re-
serves as Cassidee and Cole. Please 
contact the church office to add other 
names who serve. We remember them 
in our prayers.  
 
ASSISTING THIS SUNDAY: 
Pastor: Pat Mohr-Kelly 
Music: Shirley Bergman 
Usher:  Bergman Family 
Deacon: Cindy Gosse 
Reader: Kohl Nuehring 
 

ELECTRONIC GIV-
ING 

IT’S EASY! 
Simply Giving is a stress-
free, no hassle way to set 
up automatic giving to 
ALC. You have the ability 
to set up one-time or reg-

ular giving at a frequency that works best for 
you. Use your smartphone to scan the QR code 
below or download the Give+ App to get start-
ed. Feel free to reach out to Mike Waring or 
Sara Borland for more info.  

 


