[image: Icon3 Lectionary 21A (Color)]Worship Plan for Sunday, August 23, 2026 
A Pentecost 13
ELW Setting 3, Setting 8 Kyrie
American Lutheran, Jesup

Introduction to the day
In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed.

RINGING OF THE BELL 
WELCOME & WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS

	CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS


Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the creator of wind and rain, field and ocean, the bread of life coming down from above, the power at work within us and this world. Amen.

Before God and in the company of our sisters and brothers,
let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God and Father of all,
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. We have thought better of ourselves than others. We have told lies, said hurtful things, acted in ways we wish we could take back,
and looked the other way when action was needed. In your mercy, O God, forgive us, cleanse us, and heal us, for the sake of Jesus, our Savior. Amen.

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; everything has become new! In Christ, + you are a new creation: your sins are taken away, and you  are made new. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. Amen.

GATHERING SONG As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522)
1 As we gather at your table,
as we listen to your word,
help us know, O God, your presence;
let our hearts and minds be stirred.
Nourish us with sacred story
till we claim it as our own;
teach us through this holy banquet
how to make Love's vict'ry known.

2 Turn our worship into witness
in the sacrament of life;
send us forth to love and serve you,
bringing peace where there is strife.
Give us, Christ, your great compassion
to forgive as you forgave;
may we still behold your image
in the world you died to save.

3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon
other guests to share that feast
where triumphant Love will welcome
those who had been last and least.
There no more will envy blind us
nor will pride our peace destroy,
as we join with saints and angels
to repeat the sounding joy.


GREETING  (ELW p. 138)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you. 

KYRIE (ELW p. 184))   
Refrain  
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. 
Kyrie eleison, ev'ry day. 

1For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  
 
2 That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.   

3For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for love, for our work and our play, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.   

4For your spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the word; that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 


PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

KIDS’ TIME

FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end.

A reading from Isaiah.
 1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD. Look to the rock from which you were hewn and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2 Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah, who bore you, for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. 3 For the LORD will comfort Zion;   he will comfort all her waste places and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song.
 4 Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation, for a teaching will go out from me and my justice for a light to the peoples.  5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; my salvation has gone out,   and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look at the earth beneath, for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats,  but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 138
 1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart;
  before the gods I will sing your praise.
 2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast | love and faithfulness;
  for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.
 3 When I called, you answered me;
  you increased my strength within me.
 4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
  when they have heard the words of your mouth. 
 5 They will sing of the ways of the LORD,
  that great is the glory of the LORD.
 6 The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly,
  perceiving the haughty from afar.
 7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.
 8 You will make good your purpose for me;
  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.

SECOND READING Romans 12:1-8
In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ.

A reading from Romans.
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
  3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: 16:13-20
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Take time for reflection following the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY The Church's One Foundation (ELW 654)

1 The church's one foundation
is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
she is his new creation
by water and the word.
From heav'n he came and sought her
to be his holy bride;
with his own blood he bought her,
and for her life he died.

2 Elect from ev'ry nation,
yet one o'er all the earth,
her charter of salvation
one Lord, one faith, one birth:
one holy name she blesses,
partakes one holy food,
and to one hope she presses,
with ev'ry grace endued.

3 Though with a scornful wonder
this world sees her oppressed,
by schisms rent asunder,
by heresies distressed,
yet saints their watch are keeping;
their cry goes up: "How long?"
And soon the night of weeping
shall be the morn of song.

4 Through toil and tribulation
and tumult of her war,
she waits the consummation
of peace forevermore;
till with the vision glorious
her longing eyes are blest,
and the great church victorious
shall be the church at rest.

5 Yet she on earth has union
with God, the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion
with those whose rest is won.
Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus!
Lord, save us by your grace,
that we, like saints before us,
may see you face to face.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.


PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
At the end of each petition will be, “Merciful God,” and you may respond, “receive our prayer.”

Closing petition:
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Now we’ll share that peace with one another.

OFFERING God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending (ELW 678) vs. 3

Treasure, too, you have entrusted, gain through pow'rs your grace conferred; ours to use for home and kindred, and to spread the gospel word. Open wide our hands in sharing, as we heed Christ's ageless call, healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving you by loving all.

OFFERING PRAYER 

GREAT THANKSGIVING

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 145)
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.
 
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea;
within each cell; with every breath.
We praise you, O God.
 
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.
We bless you, O God.
 
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life;
near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
We thank you, O God.
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end,
we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
 
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal;
among your people; throughout the world.
 
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus,
by your Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 134) 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

COMMMUNION SONG Lamb of God (ELW p. 146)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace forever. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Built on a Rock (ELW 652)
Could not download the words alone
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DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

And have fun doing it!
We will! Amen.

Special Congregational Meeting
A Special Congregational Meeting will be held today following the 9:00 a.m. worship service. The purpose of the meeting is to discuss and vote on flooring improvements for the parsonage and concrete work needed on the east side of the church. A quorum of 25 voting members is required to hold the meeting. Voting members are confirmed members who have communed and made a contribution of record to this congregation one time within the last 2 years.

Join us for fellowship in the Fireside Room
Treats supplied by Joyce Becker
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Remember our members in your prayers: Wendell, Shirley, Bill, Sharon, Jeanne, Emelia, Lori, Marie, Kaye, the family of Judy Benorden Adams and Joyce Becker as her sister Marjorie Miller passed away this weekend
Prayer Chain: Contact Kaye Jones kayejns@gmail.com or the office (secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org) with any prayer concerns.

Back to School Blessing Today in Worship
As a new school year begins, we invite all who are returning to school to receive a special Back-to-School Blessing.
Students, teachers, school staff, administrators, custodians, bus drivers, aides, cooks, and everyone who helps our schools thrive are invited to be part of this special blessing.
Join us as we pray for a safe, successful, and joy-filled school year for all!

Worship Wednesday Volunteers Needed
Do you enjoy working with children? American Lutheran Church is looking for volunteers to help with Worship Wednesday from September through April. Whether you can help every week or occasionally, your time and talents can make a meaningful difference in the lives of our young people.
If you are interested in serving or would like more information, please contact the church office.

Noisy Offering – Through September 15
Our Noisy Offering will support the final phase of the Cedar Lodge renovations at Camp Ewalu. Through September 15, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Cedar Rapids will match every dollar donated (up to $50,000), doubling the impact of your gift. Bring your coins, cash, or a special donation, and help Camp Ewalu complete this important project debt-free. Thank you for your generous support!

Sharing God’s Love—One Drop at a Time
You may have noticed the donation pail near the entrance to the sanctuary. Our Jesup Ministerial Association VBS funds are depleted, and we are also helping raise funds to provide a community well in Africa, continuing the mission our children supported during VBS. Every gift—large or small—can make a difference. Together, we can help provide clean water while showing God’s love to others, one drop at a time. 
Donations may be placed in the pail or in the collection plate.


LWR School Kit Collection: We are collecting 70-sheet spiral notebooks, 16 or 24 count crayons, blue or black ballpoint pens, blunt scissors, and 12-inch rulers for Lutheran World Relief School Kits. Please place donations on the table at the back of the sanctuary. Thank you for your support!
Military Address: Christa Leach, 387 AEW (CSS), OPC 1201 Box 72
APO AE 09309 As of now, this will be through the end of Sept.

Confirmation Informational Meeting
Just a reminder about our Confirmation Organizational Meeting Wednesday, August 26 at 7:00 p.m. Fireside Room – American Lutheran Church
This meeting is for all youth entering 6th grade and older who would like to begin or continue confirmation this year. Students should attend with at least one parent or adult caregiver.
Friends are welcome, too! Youth do not need to be members of American Lutheran Church to participate, so please feel free to invite someone who may be interested in joining us.
This will be an opportunity to meet with Pastor Susan, learn about plans for the year, and talk about how we can make confirmation a meaningful experience for our youth and families.
We look forward to seeing you on August 26!
Please RSVP to this email: secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org

Military members: Christa Leach has been called to active duty with the 434th Air Force Reserve Unit in Grissom, Indiana. Jordan and Justin are still members of the 185th Air Refueling Wing in Sioux City. Jeryn Loyd is stationed at Fort Knox and in the Army Reserves Cassidee is stationed in Iowa City and Cole is currently home. Cody Clayton is back from Fort Benning, Georgia Basic Training and will report to Dubuque.​​ Karsten Nuehring is back from training and is drilling with the Aviation Unit in Waterloo.
Please contact the church office to add other names who serve. 
We remember them in our prayers. 




THIS WEEK AT ALC
Sunday, August 23rd
9am Worship with Communion
Congregational meeting to follow 
Sunday, August 30th
9am Worship with Communion
BY THE NUMBERS
Attendance Aug 16th 26
Offering
Current $1190
Benevolence: $220
Improvement: $25
EWALU $66
LDR $100

Current Balance as of July 31, 2026
Checking: $3,493.83
Savings: $22,515.04
Improvement $44,624.42
ASSISTING THIS SUNDAY:
Reverend Susan Friedrich
Music: Cala Andreson
Usher: Mary Adams
Deacon: Sheila Collins
Reader: Sheila Collins
Fellowship: Joyce Becker
Videographer: Mike Waring
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5 Through all the passing years, O Lord,
grant that, when church bells are ringing,
many may come to hear your Word,
who here this promise is bringing:

“I know my own, my own know me;
you, not the world, my face shall see;
my peace | leave with you. Amen.”

Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937, adapt.
Music: KIRKEN DEN ER ET GAMMELT HUS, Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-1887
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




