AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Children's Christmas Program
Bishop Kevin Jones Presiding
Sunday, December 21, 2025



ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE BY Shirley Bergman, Charlie Stanek, Piper Zelle, Jared, Jace & Bailey Merkel

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH     PEACE

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah ELW 240 vs. 4 is sung while the Angie & Kevin Oberbrockling Family light the four candles

Week Four: Love
Reader One: Because too many people are wandering in the wilderness, because too many people are sitting in the valley of the shadow of death, because too many of our conversations are laced with conflict and bitterness, we light candles…
Reader Two: Because people all over the world are suffering, and we’re often too distracted to notice, we light candles… 
Reader One: One for hope, one for peace, one for joy, and one for love… (Light the four candles in your Advent wreath.)
Reader Two: May the light from these candles overwhelm the world.
Reader One: May the light from these candles illuminate the valley of the shadow of death.
Reader Two: And may the fire from these candles burn away whatever would prevent God’s love from being born among us.
Reader One: Friends, be not afraid, even now — even now — God’s love is overwhelming the world, on earth as it already is in heaven!

Sing
Light four candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. He is coming, tell the glad tidings. Let your lights be shining!

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.

GATHERING SONG 
Come, Angels, from the Realms of Glory (ELW 275) vs1-2

Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth; once you sang creation's story, 	now proclaim Messiah's birth: Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king.

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching o'er your flocks by night, God with us is now residing, yonder shines the infant light. Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king.

FIRST READING:Isaiah 7:10-16
An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response, Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign that is the only source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with us!
The reading may be announced: 
A reading from Isaiah.
10 The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, Oof David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.”
The reading may be concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC: Jared & Marissa Merkel

SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7
Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he introduces himself as an apostle divinely appointed to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised coming of Christ, and Paul’s mission is to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations, including his Roman audience.
The reading may be announced: 
A reading from Romans.
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the gentiles for the sake of his name, 6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,
  7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
The reading may be concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION(ELW p. 151)
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

GOSPEL:1:18-25
Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten child into the family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.”
The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
 23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son,
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.
The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    God of grace, hear our prayer.

PEACE
 
OFFERING

OFFERTORY HYMN:  WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN (VS 1)
We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
Let us pray.
Blessed are you,
O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW page 145)

DISTRIBUTION
*Please be seated.
Holy Communion
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table who are baptized, regardless of age. 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.Amen.

Congregational Hymn: Joy to the World  ELW 267 vs. 1-2
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

A Christmas to Believe InThe Nazareth Evening News
Mary-Charlie Stanek
Joseph-Kyle Nuehring
Superman-Keaton Lysne
Bat Girl-Brinley Bergman
Hulk- Kash Niichel
Cat Woman-Layne Witt
Wonder Woman- Kiegan Sherrets
Spiderman-Landon Bergman
Shepherds-Ryder Costello & Kyler Lysne
Angels-Lauryn Witt, Neva Winkelpleck & Celeste Corkery
Props-Carson Niichel & Kohl Nuehring
Accompanist-Shirley Bergman & Jessica SaundersKeaton Lysne				News Anchor
Jaidyn Wright				News Anchor
Nash Lee					Cameraman
Brinley Bergman			Field Reporter
Landon Bergman			Joseph
Charlie Stanek			Wise Woman
Kyle Nuehring				Shepherd
Kyler Lysne				Shepherd
Celeste Corkery/Saunders	Wise Woman 
Neva Winkelpleck			Wise Woman
Kiegan Sherrets			Mary

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Verse one –ERSE O Children singO come, O come, Emmanuel,
	and ransom captive Israel,
	that mourns in lonely exile here
	until the Son of God appear.

Refrain
	Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
	shall come to you, O Israel.

2	O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
	embracing all things far and nigh: 
	in strength and beauty come and stay; 
	teach us your will and guide our way.   RefrainRejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.



LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

Away in a Manger

1	Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
	the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
	the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
	the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2	The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes,
	but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
	I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky
	and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

Silent Night, Holy Night!

1	Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

2	Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven afar, heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia!
	Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL BY THE CHILDREN

POSTLUDE Shirley Bergman
Fellowship to follow worship in the basement.
 
THANK YOU
A huge THANK YOU to all the children and youth who are participating in our Christmas Program this year. Also a huge THANK YOU to Beth Stanek, Christy Phillips and Angie Oberbrockling who coordinated and directed the Christmas program and Shirley Bergman and Jessica Saunders for accompanist. Your efforts have paid off! 
Noisy Offering today is in honor of Bishop Jones and will go to the ELCA
Poinsettias
If you would like to honor or remember a loved one with a poinsettia this Christmas season, the cost is $12. Please share the name(s) with Chris, and you may place your $12 payment in the offering plate. Thank you for helping make our worship space beautiful
Christmas Eve Services 2pm and 7pm
BIBLE RECAP – JOIN US!
We’re reading the entire Bible together using The Bible Recap! Daily readings, summaries, and short videos are available through the free YouVersion Bible App. We’ll gather on Sundays after fellowship to share reflections and insights.
Interested? Email Pastor Pat at patmohrkelly@gmail.com. Let’s try it together!
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING & MEAL
January 18 | Worship at 9:00 a.m. (No 4:00 p.m. service) Following worship, we’ll meet to vote on the 2026 budget, elect council and nominating committee members, and discuss the future of pastoral leadership. Your presence and vote matter.
Meal help needed: one casserole, juice/milk, syrup, and butter.
Please notify the office or Pastor Pat if you can help.
Backup date: January 25 (weather permitting).  Butter Let the office or Pastor Pat know what you can contribute
*January 25 backup date if bad weather on 18th *
Remember our members in your prayers: Grandma Joyce, Wendell, Gene, Shirley, Jeanne , Bill , Sharon, Jeanne, Debbie and Marie
 
 THANK YOU
A huge THANK YOU to all the children and youth who are participating in our Christmas Program this year. Also a huge THANK YOU to Beth Stanek, Christy Phillips and Angie Oberbrockling who coordinated and directed the Christmas program and Shirley Bergman and Jessica Saunders for accompanist. Your efforts have paid off!
Noisy Offering today is in honor of Bishop Jones and will go to the ELCA

THIS WEEK AT ALC
Today, December 21st
9am Worship with Holy Communion and Christmas Program
Tuesday December 23rd:
 (
ASSISTING THIS SUNDAY:
Pastor: Bishop Kevin Jones
Music: Shirley Bergman
Deacon: Maureen Even
Ushers: Randy & Iva Ruehs
Fellowship: Parish Ed
 
)9am Quilters
Wednesday Dec. 24th
2pm Worship with 
Communion
7pm Worship with 
Communion

BY THE NUMBERS
Attendance 12/14/2025  
No service
Offering: 12/7/2025 and 12/14
Current: $5715
Benevolence: $450
Improvement: $300
Good Gifts $6
Food Pantry $56
Youth $50
Current Balance as of 11/30/2025
Checking: $11,881.71
Savings: $55,256.46
Improvement $27,621.49
