WELCOME

AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Christ the King Sunday
ELW Holy Communion Setting Three
Sunday, November 23, 2025

ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE BY KAREN WELTZIN

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW P. 94)
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
In the name of the father, And of the ☩ son, And of the holy spirit. Amen.
The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of preparation.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your holy spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of jesus christ, our savior and lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of god and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful god,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ jesus christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty god strengthen you with power through the holy spirit, that christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.
The assembly stands.

Gathering song: There In God’s Garden   (elw 342) vs 1-3

1 There in god's garden stands the tree of wisdom, whose leaves hold forth the healing of the nations: tree of all knowledge, tree of all compassion, tree of all beauty.

2 Its name is Jesus, name that says, "our savior!" there on its branches see the scars of suff'ring; see where the tendrils of our human selfhood feed on its lifeblood.

3 Thorns not its own are tangled in its foliage; our greed has starved it, our despite has choked it. Yet, look! It lives! Its grief has not destroyed it nor fire consumed it.

GREETING

CANTICLE OF PRAISE(ELW p. 140) THIS IS THE FEAST 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
The assembly is seated.
FIRST READING:Jeremiah 23:1-6
Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. Judah’s unjust rulers have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, God will raise up a new and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah.
The reading may be announced: 
A reading from Jeremiah.
1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD.
  5 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”
The reading may be concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM:46
 1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
 3 though its waters rage and foam, 
     and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
 4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
  the holy habitation of the Most High.
 5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
  God shall help it at the break of day.
 6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
  God speaks, and the earth melts away.
 7 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
 8 Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
 9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
 10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God;
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
 11 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.R

SECOND READING:Colossians 1:11-20
An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the one who was present at creation and is eternally reigning with God
The reading may be announced: 
A reading from Colossians.
.11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
  15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.
The reading may be concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION(ELW p. 142)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL:23:33-43
Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, Jesus reveals that to be Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses his power to welcome a despised sinner to paradise but puts his own death into God’s hands.
The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”
  39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
The assembly is seated.
HYMN OF THE DAY You Are Mine(ELW 581)

I will come to you in the silence I will lift you from all your fear
You will hear My voice I claim you as My choice Be still, and know I am here

I am hope for all who are hopeless I am eyes for all who long to see
In the shadows of the night I will be your light Come and rest in Me

Do not be afraid, I am with you I have called you each by name
Come and follow Me I will bring you home I love you and you are mine

I am strength for all the despairing Healing for the ones who dwell in shame All the blind will see, the lame will all run free And all will know My name

Do not be afraid, I am with you I have called you each by name
Come and follow Me.I will bring you home. I love you and you are mine

I am the Word that leads all to freedom I am the peace the world  cannot give I will call your name, embracing all your pain Stand up, now, walk, and live

Do not be afraid, I am with you I have called you each by name
Come and follow Me I will bring you home I love you and you are mine

CREED—In the back cover of your hymnal or on page 104
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER SONG Jesus, Remember Me (ELW 616)

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

PEACE (ELW p143)

NOISY OFFERING: ELCA Good Gifts

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED (ELW #182) Let The Vineyards Be Fruitful
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of  blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we offer now. Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW P.144)
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY(ELW p. 144)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE LORDS PRAYER (ELW P.145)

COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION=
Let us pray.
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG There in God’s Garden(ELW 342) vs.4-6
4 See how its branches reach to us in welcome; hear what the Voice says, "Come to me, ye weary! Give me your sickness, give me all your sorrow, I will give blessing."

5 This is my ending, this my resurrection; into your hands, Lord, I commit my spirit. This have I searched for; now I can possess it.
This ground is holy.

6 All heav'n is singing, "Thanks to Christ whose passion offers in mercy
healing, strength, and pardon. Peoples and nations, take it, take it freely!" Amen! My Master!

POSTLUDE: KAREN WELTZIN

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Remember our members in your prayers: Wendel, Gene, Shirley, Jeanne , Bill , Sharon, Jeanne, Debbie and Marie
Prayer Chain: Contact Kaye  Jones kayejns@gmail.com or the office-secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org

Noisy Offering – ELCA Good Gifts
Our November Noisy Offering will support ELCA Good Gifts! The Worship Wednesday children will help choose which gifts to purchase with the donations we collect — such as animals, school supplies, or clean water for families in need around the world.
Bring your change (and bills!) and join in the joy of giving. Together we can make a big difference through these small, noisy gifts!

The Bible Recap Project – Coming January 2026!
Have you ever closed your Bible and thought, “What did I just read?”
Starting January 1, 2026, we’ll begin The Bible Recap — a chronological Bible reading plan with short daily summaries by Tara-Leigh Cobble. Each day’s reading is highlighted and explained in a clear, easy-to-understand way.
We’ll meet weekly to talk about what we’ve read and grow together in God’s Word.
Resources and information are available on the table in the Narthex. Whether you’re opening the Bible for the first time or have read it many times before, all are welcome!

**You can order the Study Guide from Amazon or BethanyHouse publishing Group**

**We’ll need a few volunteers on Saturday, November 29** to help set up Christmas trees and hang garland. Many hands make light (and joyful!) work!
Let’s come together to deck the halls and hearts for Advent! 9am

 
THIS WEEK AT ALC
Sunday, November 23rd
Christ the King Sunday
9am Worship with Communion
3pm Confirmation
4pm Contemporary Worship
Wednesday, November 26th
6pm Worship Wednesdays
Sunday, November 30th
9am Worship with Communion
3pm Confirmation
4pm Contemporary Worship


BY THE NUMBERS
Attendance November 16th
9am 48
4pm 13
Offering: 11/16/2025
Current: $1600
Benevolence: $435
Improvement: $45
Good Gifts $85
Women’s Projects $100
Mitten Tree $50

Current Balance as of 10/31/2025
Checking: $11,191.14
Savings:$55,241.48
Improvement $41,893.53

ASSISTING THIS SUNDAY:
Pastor: Pat Mohr-Kelly
Music: Shirley Bergman
Usher:  Jim& Cindy Gosse
Deacon: Maureen Even
Reader:  SueanneWestpfahl
Fellowship:  Bergman Family



