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OUR MISSION 
Jesus Christ calls American Lutheran Church to nourish the world by faith-
fully sharing His gifts. 

 
Praise God that we can worship together! We pray you will be enlight-
ened by the Holy Spirit and strengthened in the faith that trusts in our Lord 
Jesus Christ and praises him for the gift of our salvation. Peace be with 
you! 

 

WELCOME 
Second Sunday of Christmas 
ELW Holy Communion Setting Four 
Sunday, January 5, 2025 

CONTACT US 
Church office: 319-827-6626 
Church website: www.americanlutheranjesup.org 
Pastor’s email: patmohrkelly@gmail.com 
Secretary’s email: secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org 
 
Introduction to the day 

Within the gospel reading’s profound words 
lies the simple message that God is revealed 
in a human person. Though we may try to 
understand how the Word existed with God 
from the beginning of time, the wonder we 
celebrate at Christmas is that the Word con-
tinues to dwell among us. Christ comes 
among us in the gathered assembly, the 
scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the 
bread and the wine. Through these ordinary 

gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP- Setting Three 

 
Prelude by Cassie Gorman 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OUR MISSION 
Jesus Christ calls American Lutheran Church to nourish the world by 
faithfully sharing His gifts. 

 
Praise God that we can worship together! We pray you will be en-
lightened by the Holy Spirit and strengthened in the faith that trusts in 
our Lord Jesus Christ and praises him for the gift of our salvation. 
Peace be with you! 
 
Please Stand as you are able 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
We are so happy you’ve joined us today. If you have any questions about our 
service or facilities, please reach out to an usher. If you are a guest please fill 
out the yellow slip and place it in the offering plate. 

The children will be invited up front during the children’s message – please feel 
free to join us! 

All who are baptized are welcome to receive communion. If you would prefer 
to receive a blessing only, come with your hands folded. 

If you are looking for a church home, know you are always welcome here. 
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God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your peo-
ple, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of 
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your for-
giveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as our-
selves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. For-
give us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been 
saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 
 
GATHERING SONG Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (ELW 288) 
 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 4 

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE Angels We Have Heard on High (ELW 289) 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY . 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your in-
carnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all 
that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14 
God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. 
In Zion Israel will rejoice over God’s gift of food and livestock. Young women will 
express their joy in dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow. 

 
The reading may be announced:  
A reading from Jeremiah. 
 7 Thus says the LORD: 
 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
 proclaim, give praise, and say, 
  “Save, O LORD, your people, 
  the remnant of Israel.” 
 8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 
 among them the blind and the lame, 
  those with child and those in labor, together; 
  a great company, they shall return here. 
 9 With weeping they shall come, 
  and with consolations I will lead them back, 
 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
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  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 
 for I have become a father to Israel, 
  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
 
 10 Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 
  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 
 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
  and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 
 11 For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 
  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 
 12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 
 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 
 their life shall become like a watered garden, 
  and they shall never languish again. 
 13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 
 I will turn their mourning into joy, 
  I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 
 14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 
  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 
 says the LORD. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 147:12-20 
 12 Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; 
  praise your God, O Zion, 
 13 who has strengthened the bars of your gates 
  and has blessed your children within you. 
 14 God has established peace on your borders 
  and satisfies you with the finest wheat. 6 

 15 God sends out a command to the earth, 
  a word that runs very swiftly. R 
 16 God gives snow like wool, 
  scattering frost like ashes. 
 17 God scatters hail like bread crumbs. 
  Who can stand against God’s cold? 
 18 The LORD sends forth the word and melts them; 
  the wind blows, and the waters flow. 
 19 God declares the word to Jacob, 
  statutes and judgments to Israel. 
 20 The LORD has not done so to any other nation; 
  they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah! R 
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14 
In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven 
and earth are united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s 
children and have been promised eternal salvation. 

The reading may be announced:  
A reading from Ephesians. 
 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly plac-
es, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world 
to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for 
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he 
freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 
the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and 
insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according 
to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and 
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things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, 
having been destined according to the purpose of him who accom-
plishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who 
were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his 
glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with 
the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inher-
itance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his 
glory. 
The reading may be concluded:  
Word of God, word of life. 
The assembly responds:  
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

GOSPEL: John 1:[1-9] 10-18 
The gospel is announced. 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all 
things were created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to 
the world. 
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[1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 
came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and 
the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it. 
  6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to 
the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming 
into the world.]  
  10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his 
own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who re-
ceived him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the 
flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
  14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace 
and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of 
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because 
he was before me.’ ”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, 
grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever 
seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, 
who has made him known. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDRENS MESSAGE 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Love Has Come (ELW 292) 
 
CREED  
Please stand if you are able 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the 
church, the earth, and all people. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you reveal yourself in this assembly. In water, wine, and 
bread, show us again and again your grace upon grace, that your 
church boldly testifies to your love. God of grace, 
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receive our prayer. 
You reveal yourself in creation. In seedlings and planets, microor-
ganisms and galaxies, awaken us to the cry of the earth. As you 
nourish your people like a watered garden, empower us to nourish 
our creaturely companions. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
You reveal yourself in every land and in the farthest parts of the 
earth. Deliver peoples who suffer under oppressive regimes. Thwart 
the foolish plans of unjust leaders. Give wisdom to our elected offi-
cials. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
You reveal yourself in every human being. Help us recognize your 
image in our siblings in Christ who are in the strong grip of addiction, 
depression, anxiety, hopelessness, or other illness (especially those 
we name out loud or silently). Grant us compassion in our care for 
your people. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
You reveal yourself anew every day. In this new year, renew this 
congregation and its ministries in our witness to the good news of 
the incarnation. Transform the way we have always done things in-
to your new future for us. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
You reveal yourself in the lives of your holy ones. We give you thanks 
for those who set their hope on you, trusting the inheritance we re-
ceive in you. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace 
made known to all, through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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OFFERING HYMN He Came Down (ELW 253)  
 
OFFERING PRAYER . 
Let us pray. 
Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came 
among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have 
blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the 
trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the 
coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
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we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

LORD’S PRAYER   
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
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and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray. 
Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this 
meal we have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in 
us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory made 
known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING  
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and for-
ever. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG Go Tell It on the Mountain (ELW 290) 
 
DISMISSAL BY CHILDREN 
Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
And have fun doing it. 
We will!  Amen! 
  
Postlude by Shirley Bergman 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

Thursdays with God in January 9th,16th,23rd,30th 
Join us for Bible Study every Thursday at 6:30 pm, either on Zoom or in 
person. Each week includes prayer, scripture reading and in-depth Bible 
study.  
Reports for the annual Meeting are due to the office no later than Janu-
ary 20th.  Please email: secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org 

Budget Hearing will be held for the congregation after worship on Janu-
ary 12th. 
 
 The Annual Meeting will be January 26th after worship service, with snow 
date of Feb 2nd   
Please plan on attending we must have a quorum of 25 voting members.  
The definition of a voting member from constitution Chapter 8 C8.02.  C.  
Voting members are confirmed members.  Such confirmed members, 
during the current or preceding calendar year, shall have communed in 
this congregation and shall have made a contribution of record to this 
congregation.  Members of this congregation who have satisfied these 
basic standards shall have the privilege of voice and vote at every regu-
lar and special meeting of the congregation as well as the other rights 
and privileges ascribed to voting members by the provisions of this con-
stitution and its bylaws. 

 
Save the Date!  February 9th at 11:30 AM.  The ALC quilters are hosting a 
fundraising dinner after church on February 9th.  The proceeds of the din-
ner will go for purchasing Lutheran World Relief quilt and kit supplies 
when needed.  More details to follow in the coming weeks.  Please plan 
to attend.   

Wednesday Worship January schedule 15th &29th  6:15pm-7pm. 
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ALC is once again participating in the Educational Partners in Covenant 
(EPIC) Scholarship Program for the 2024-2025 school year. Through this 
program ELCA colleges, Grand View, Luther, and Wartburg, match 
grants from churches, dollar for dollar. ALC has allocated funds of $600.00 
for this scholarship in their annual budget. Scholarship applications are 
available on the bulletin board by the secretary’s office. They must be re-
turned by April 1, 2025 to the secretary’s office to the attention of Pat 
Winblade, Scholarship Chairperson. If you have any questions, please 
contact Pat Winblade, 319-290-9281. 

 

16 

THIS WEEK AT ALC 
Sunday January 5th 
10am Worship with Holy communion  
Wednesday,  Jan 8th 
6:15pm Confirmation @ Zion 
Thursday, Jan 9th 
9am Women’s Bible Study 
6:30pm Bible Study via Zoom or in 
person 
Sunday, Jan 5th 
10am Worship with Holy communion  
 
BY THE NUMBERS 
Attendance 12/29/2024 41 
Current Balance as of 
11/30/2024 
Checking: $5601.96 
Savings & CD:  $58,027.37 
Improvement $42,523.33 
Offering: 12/29/2024 
Current: $505 
Benevolence: $270 
Improvement: $75 
Improvement Windows $200 
LDR $400 
Good Gifts $15.19 
 
 

Military members: Military members: 
Christa Leach has returned from de-
ployment and is still with the 434th Air 
Force Reserve Unit in Grissom, Indiana. 
Jordan and Justin continue their 
monthly drills with the 185th Air Refuel-
ing Wing in Sioux City. Jeryn Loyd is a 
student at Iowa State and currently 
home from Arkansas in the Army Re-
serves as Cassidee and Cole. Please 
contact the church office to add other 
names who serve. We remember them 
in our prayers.  
 
ASSISTING THIS SUNDAY: 
Pastor: Pat Mohr-Kelly 
Music: Shirley Bergman 
Usher:   
Deacon: Christy Phillips 
 
 

ELECTRONIC GIV-
ING 

IT’S EASY! 
Simply Giving is a stress-
free, no hassle way to set 
up automatic giving to 
ALC. You have the ability 
to set up one-time or reg-

ular giving at a frequency that works best for 
you. Use your smartphone to scan the QR code 
below or download the Give+ App to get start-
ed. Feel free to reach out to Mike Waring or 
Sara Borland for more info.  

 


