
PRELUDE BY SHIRLEY BERGMAN

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT Joy 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH BY Stephanie,& Cory Winkelpleck family

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah ELW #240 vs.1-3  is sung while the Winkelleck Family light the third candle

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
	He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise.

Light two candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward.

Light three candles to watch for Messiah: 	let the light banish  darkness. Lift your heads and lift high the gateway 	for the King of glory.

GATHERING SONG Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers(ELW 244)

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry.

The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near; go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear. The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. Arise, O heirs of glory; the bridegroom is at hand.

The saints, who here in patience their cross and suff'rings bore, shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more. Around the throne of glory the Lamb they shall behold; in triumph cast before him
their diadems of gold.

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; arise, O Sun so longed for, o'er this benighted sphere. With hearts and hands uplifted,
we plead, O Lord, to see the day of earth's redemption that sets your people free!

GREETING

CANTICLE OF PRAISE(ELW p. 148)
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING:Isaiah 35:1-10
The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession to Zion. God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will be restored. There is no need for fear, for God is coming to save.
The reading may be announced: 
A reading from Isaiah.
1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and shouting. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.]]  
 3 Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble knees. 4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 
 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be opened; 6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert; 7 the burning sand shall become a pool and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 8 A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
The reading may be concluded: 
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM:146:5-10
 5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
  whose hope is in the LORD their God;
 6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
  who keeps promises forever;
 7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. The LORD sets the captive free.
 8 The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.
 9 The LORD cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
 10 The LORD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. |Hallelujah!R

SECOND READING:James 5:7-10
In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather than discontent.
The reading may be announced: 
A reading from James.
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9 Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.
The reading may be concluded: 
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION(ELW p. 151)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

GOSPEL:11:2-11
John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth (Matt. 3:11-12). From a prison cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’ response indicates that God’s reign is indeed being fulfilled already through healing and restoration.
The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

  7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What, then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9 What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written, 
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
  who will prepare your way before you.’
11 “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”
The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Christ, Be Our Light(ELW 715)
Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people, light for the world to see.

Refrain
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. Longing for hope, many despair. Your word alone has pow'r to save us. Make us your living voice. Refrain

Longing for food, many are hungry. Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others, shared until all are fed. Refrain

Longing for shelter, many are homeless. Longing for warmth, many are cold. Make us your building, sheltering others, walls made of living stone. Refrain

Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong. Let us be servants to one another, signs of your kingdom come. Refrain

The Nicene Creed  pg. 104 or in the back cover of the red hymnal
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER SONGWait for the Lord (ELW 262)
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!

THE PRAYERS
God of grace, hear our prayer.

PEACE

The Offering is received
Noisy Offering split between Good gifts and the Food Pantry
OFFERING (ELW #186) Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW P.144)
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY(ELW p. 144)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE LORDS PRAYER (ELW P.145)

COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen.
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG People, Look East(ELW 248)
People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year. Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east, and sing today-- Love, the Guest, is on the way.

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there. Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flow'r may flourish. People, look east, and sing today-- Love, the Rose, is on the way.

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the bowl shall brim, shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. People, look east, and sing today-- Love, the Star, is on the way.

Angels announce with shouts of mirth him who brings new life to earth. Set ev'ry peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. People, look east, and sing today-- Love, the Lord, is on the way.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Remember our members and friends in your prayers: Wendel, Gene, Shirley, Jeanne , Bill , Sharon, Jeanne, Debbie, Chris M. and Marie

Prayer Chain: Contact Kaye Jones kayejns@gmail.com or  the church
Office: secretary@ americanlutheranjesup.org

Poinsettias
Poinsettias are available for $12. If purchasing in memory of a loved one, please leave a note for the secretary. Will need names and money by December 17th.
Friends and family of ALC — ALL ARE WELCOME! Join us Sunday, December 21st at 9:00 AM for a joyful Worship Service and Children’s Christmas Program. We are honored to have Bishop Kevin Jones presiding over a condensed worship service, followed by our children’s Christmas Program. Special music will be offered by Charlie Stanek, Piper Zelle, Jarad and Marissa Merkel, and the Youth Bells. Let’s celebrate the season together — let’s pack the pews! 
Special offering on the 21st in appreciation for Bishop Jones visit.

WELCOME TO BIBLE RECAP This year we are going to read the entire bible together. The Bible Recap project has a reading schedule and summaries available. If you want to participate, please email Pastor Pat at patmohrkelly@gmail.com. We each will read the assigned texts each day. Then on Sunday after fellowship (or during) we will discuss what we read and what had meaning for us. Let’s try it! It links to the plan within the YouVersion Bible app. It’s free to use and includes the daily readings and videos.
 https://bible.com/reading-plans/42399/together/77566402/invitation? token=UrkjQ9DG90pdyJ8LVhmcZQ&source=share 

Thanksgiving & Christmas Giving
All special Thanksgiving and Christmas offerings will go directly to the Independence Area Food Pantry. Thank you for supporting families in our community this holiday season.
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING & MEAL On January 18, we will have regular worship at 9:00 am (there will be no 4 pm service that day). We will decide together the future of American Lutheran Church. The important things to decide are 1) the 2026 budget, 2) the election of church council members 3) the nominating committee members, and the opportunities for pastoral leadership in the future. Please come and support ALC with your presence and your vote. 
Maureen – Breakfast casserole 
Pastor Pat – French Toast casserole ________ 
 one more casserole ________ 
 Juice/Milk ________ 
 Syrup ________ 
 Butter Let the office or Pastor Pat know what you can contribute
*January 25 backup date if bad weather on 18th *

Elevator Update                                                                                                             As of last week, the part needed to repair the elevator is on backorder and may arrive before Christmas. Unfortunately, this delay is beyond our control. We are truly sorry for any inconvenience this has caused you or your family.
Please keep this situation in your prayers as we wait for the repair to be completed. Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

ASSISTING THIS SUNDAY:
Pastor: Pat Mohr-Kelly
Music: Shirley Bergman
Usher:  Randy and Iva Ruehs
Deacon: Mike Waring
Reader: Christy Phillips
Fellowship: Connie Jones




THIS WEEK AT ALC
Sunday, December 14th
9am Worship with Communion
3pm Confirmation
4pm Contemporary Worship
Wednesday, December17th
5:30pm Worship Wednesdays
7pm Midweek Advent Worship
Sunday, December 21st
9am Worship with Communion
Christmas Program
3pm Confirmation
4pm Contemporary Worship


BY THE NUMBERS
Attendance December 7th
9am 25
4pm 
Offering: 12/7/2025
Current: $1020
Benevolence: $75
Improvement: $25
Good Gifts $6
Food Pantry $6
Current Balance as of 11/30/2025
Checking: $11,881.71
Savings: $55,256.46
Improvement $27,621.49
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