
Order of Worship for April 18, 2021
Season of Easter

PRELUDE by Shirley Bergman

WELCOME

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We thank you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.
Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God,
now and forever.
Amen.

(INSTRUMENTAL) OPENING HYMN: ELW #377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!

GREETING



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

DIALOGUE OF PRAISE
O Lord, open my lips
And my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, O God
That we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
Praise to the blessed and holy Trinity, one God,
who gives us life, salvation, and resurrection.
Praise to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us
to be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses
to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING: 1 John 3:1-7

God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the
full details of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed
Jesus to take away our sins.

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and
that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What
we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he
is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
  4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know
that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides
in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no
one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.

The word of the Lord.



Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 4
 1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause;
  you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer.
 2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory;
  how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?”
 3Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful;
  the Lord will hear me when I call.
 4Tremble, then, and do not sin;
  speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.
 5Offer the appointed sacrifices,
  and put your trust in the Lord.
 6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?”
  Let the light of your face shine upon us, O Lord.
 7You have put gladness in my heart,
  more than when grain and wine abound.
 8In peace, I will lie down and sleep;
  for you alone, O Lord, make me rest secure.

PSALM SONG

GOSPEL:  Luke 24:36b-48

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the
disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised
and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness.

The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.”
37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He
said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?     C n
39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost
does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this,
he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and
still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a
piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence.
  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still
with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the



psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures,
46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from
the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses
of these things.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

(INSTRUMENTAL) HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW #391 This Joyful Eastertide

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before
God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.



A brief silence.

Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions and wondering.
Open our hearts and minds as we encounter the scriptures, so that the church
embodies repentance and forgiveness in the name of Jesus to all nations. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe out of your love and
delight. Heal your creation where it is in need of restoration (local concerns for creation
may be named). Provide all the inhabitants of earth a peaceful and sustainable home.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many call on you for
guidance and strength. Answer their hopes with the peace of Christ and give your
lovingkindness to national, state, and local leaders of people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in their distress.
Grant to those who are sick and suffering your compassion and nurse them back to
health and wholeness (especially). Be close to the hearts of the lonely. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called the children of
God. Reveal yourself to us so that we in this community of faith will become more and
more like you in our mutual love and bold witness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now see you as you are. We
thank you for their lives among us (especially). Assure us of the peace you have
promised, that we may join them in everlasting life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, using waves or peace
signs.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.  Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion



Friends of Jesus, receive nourishment for your journey.  Taste and see that the Lord is
good.

Receive the body of Christ, given for you.
Receive the blood of Christ, shed for you.

All are invited to eat and drink the communion elements they have with them.  If
desired, individuals from the same household may serve each other.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Wellspring of joy,
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,
and send us as joyful witnesses,
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN (Sung): ELW #389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing

1   Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
Love, drowned in death, shall never die.

2   Christ is alive! No longer bound
to distant years in Palestine,
but saving, healing, here and now,
and touching ev’ry place and time.

3   In ev’ry insult, rift, and war,
where color, scorn, or wealth divide,

Christ suffers still, yet loves the more,
and lives, where even hope has died.

4   Women and men, in age and youth,
can feel the Spirit, hear the call,
and find the way, the life, the truth,
revealed in Jesus, freed for all.

5   Christ is alive, and comes to bring
good news to this and every age,
till earth and sky and ocean ring
with joy, with justice, love, and praise.



DISMISSAL

Postlude by Shirley Bergman

From sundaysandseasons.com.

BY THE NUMBERS
Attendance 4/4/21: 55
Check Register Balance 04/16/21
Current: $7,798.09
Bank Loan: $427.27

Offering:04/11/2021
Current: $1,595
Benevolence: $37
Improvement: $85

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Military members: Jordan Leach is home from Sheppard AFB TX.  Both he and Justin
are at the 185th Air Refueling Wing in Sioux City, IA. If you know of anyone else
serving in the armed forces, please contact the church office
(secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org) or (827-6626). We’d like to remember them in
our prayers.

Confirmation classes for 7th & 8th graders: Confirmation classes will be in person
on Wednesdays, at 7pm.

**Pastoral Care: Pastor Kristen is available for pastoral care by phone at
563-212-1366.

EWALU Spring Work Day: Saturday, May 1, Volunteers are invited to Camp EWALU
to help with a variety of outdoor service projects. The day starts at 9:00 a.m. Sack
lunch provided. Please RSVP to camp@ewalu.org or call 563-933-4700.

Pop Can Drive: ALC will be hosting a pop can drive on April 11-17. The
receptacle/trailer will be in the church parking lot. We ask that cans be bagged in some
type of bag and not loose. Funds will be used to repair the stained glass windows.
Thank you to Larry Thompson for the use of his trailer for this fundraiser.

Jesup Community Blood Drive: Tuesday April 20th, 2021 at the American
Legion-Jesup. Contact Monica Bengston at 319-415-5275 or vision
lifeservebloodcenter.org to set up an appointment.


