Order of Worship for February 14, 2021
The Season of Epiphany

Prelude by Shirley Bergman
Welcome

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

whose voice is upon the waters,

whose mercy is poured out upon all people,

whose goodness cascades over all creation.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Holy God,

you search us and know us.

You are acquainted with all our ways.

We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow

your outward way of love.

We distrust those who are not like us.

We exploit the earth and its resources

and fail to consider generations to come.

Forgive us, gracious God,

for all we have done and left undone.

Even before the words are on our tongues,

you know them;

receive them in your divine mercy.

Amen.

How vast is God’s grace!

Through the power and promise of #+ Christ Jesus,
our sins are washed away

and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.

Indeed, we are forgiven.

In the wake of God’s forgiveness,

we are called to be the beloved community



living out Christ’s justice
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (spoken)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the
mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the
world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
FIRST READING: 2 Kings 2:1-12

Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah
to Elisha. Their travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place
where Moses died) and the parting of the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah
are legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses.

1Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has
sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, |
will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were
in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will
take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, | know; keep silent.”



4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he
said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they came to
Jericho. 5The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said
to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he
answered, “Yes, | know; be silent.”

6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he
said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So the two of
them went on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some
distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his
mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and
to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what | may do for you,
before | am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your
spirit.” 10He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as | am
being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued
walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and
Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out,
“Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer
see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 50:1-6

1The mighty one, God the Lord, has spoken;

calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.
20ut of Zion, perfect in its beauty,

God shines forth in glory.
30ur God will come and will not keep silence;

with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm.
4God calls the heavens and the earth from above

to witness the judgment of the people.
5“Gather before me my loyal followers,

those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.”
6The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause,

for it is God who is judge.



Psalm Song - “The One is Shining Forth (Psalm 50)” by Richard Bruxvoort
Colligan

Chorus:

The One, the One, the One is shining forth, shining forth!
The One, the One, the One is shining forth!
Verse 1:

From the rising of the sun to where it sets,
God is calling out to the earth

Verse 2:

And from Zion, see the beauty, feel the awe
God is coming now with the storm

Verse 3:

To the skies and to the earth the call goes out
God of justice, gather your own

GOSPEL:Mark 9:2-9

The holy gospel according to St Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become
apparent to Jesus’ followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given
a vision of God’s glory manifest in the beloved Son.

2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a
high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his
clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And
there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter
said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for they were
terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice,
“This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, they
saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.

9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about
what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC by Shirley Bergman

APOSTLE’S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all people in need.

A brief silence.

For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for communities of faith far and near, and
for all who show the face of Christ throughout the world, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For creation: sun, moon and stars; life forming in the dark earth and ocean deep;
mountains, clouds and storms, and creatures seen and unseen, and for the Holy
Spirit’'s guidance in our stewardship of God’s creation, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.



For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency responders and security
guards, attorneys and advocates, civil servants and leaders of governments, that they
witness to mercy and justice throughout the world, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For all who suffer this day, especially all those affected by the Covid-19 pandemic, that
Christ our healer transform sickness into health, loneliness into companionship,
bereavement into consolation, and suffering into peace, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For companions on life’s journey in this worshiping community, for loved ones who
cannot be with us this day, and for guidance during struggles we face, that God’s glory
is revealed around and among us, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly pilgrimage, that
their lives of service and prayer inspire us in our living, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your
Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with
you. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your
self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase
our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word,
O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.



Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC by Alyssa and Kristin Hoey-- “We Are the Kingdom” by
Seacoast Music

BLESSING

God the creator strengthen you;

Jesus the beloved fill you;

and the Holy Spirit the comforter + keep you in peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL

Postlude by Shirley Bergman
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Live Stream Volunteers Needed: The technology committee is searching for helpers
to learn and run live streaming during worship. No experience with live streaming
necessary, just a general knowledge of Apple products and general principles of
shooting video from a mobile device. Will teach specifics. This is perfect for some of
our younger members to get involved! If you or a member of your family are interested,
please reach out to Sara Borland at sborland74@gmail.com or text 319-230-8223. We
cannot provide this service without additional help!

Ash Wednesday/Lent services— Beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 17, we will
have Wednesday evening Lenten services at 7pm. They will be both in person with
Covid precautions (masks, distancing, no singing), and live-streamed on our Facebook

page.
Thank You: For your donation of $200 -- Independence Food Pantry

Thank You: For your generous gift of $497.00 helps to make our ministry possible.
Thank you for all that you do, for your prayers and your gifts. -- David K Hanson
(treasurer, Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach).



