
Order of Worship for February 21, 2021
The Season of Lent

Prelude by Shirley Bergman

Welcome

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love,
our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the
one who is full of compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,
pour out your mercy over us.
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined
and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit
to follow in the way of Jesus,
as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails.
The promise rests on grace:
by the saving love of Jesus Christ,
the wisdom and power of God,
your sins are☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,



and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (spoken)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the
chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin.
Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked
foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CHILDREN'S SERMON

First Reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22

As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts
through baptism to save us from a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our
new life in Christ.

18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to
bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in
which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former
times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building
of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And
baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body,
but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels,
authorities, and powers made subject to him.



This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 25:1-10
 1To you, O Lord,
  I lift up my soul.
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
  nor let my enemies triumph over me.
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame;
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
 4Show me your ways, O Lord,
  and teach me your paths.
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me,
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
 6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,
  for they are from everlasting.
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness,
O Lord.
 8You are gracious and upright, O Lord;
  therefore you teach sinners in your way.
 9You lead the lowly in justice
  and teach the lowly your way.
 10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.

PSALM SONG VIDEO
"To You (Psalm 25)" by Richard Bruxvoort Colligan
Chorus: To you I life up my soul
To you I open my life
I give my trust, I give my hope to you
Verse 1: Teach me the way of holiness
My eyes are ever on you
Teach me the way of honesty
My eyes are ever on you
Verse 2: Your faithful love as old as time
We live in your covenant love
Your faithfulness as old as time
We live in your covenant love



Gospel: Mark 1:9-15

The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by
Satan so that he might proclaim the good news of God’s reign.

9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

  12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the
angels waited on him.

  14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news
of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;
repent, and believe in the good news.”

SERMON
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Prayers of Intercession
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in
need.

A brief silence.

In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give your church
throughout the world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in the
good news of your salvation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect all the earth’s
creatures from destruction, and guide us to change our destructive ways, especially as
we deal with the effects of climate change. Empower the work of biologists,
conservationists, and science educators. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and actions of
leaders in our community and throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for
the lowly. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and refugees crossing
dangerous lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and strength to
all who suffer, especially those who are struggling with the effects of the Covid-19
pandemic. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. Nurture us in our
baptismal identity and teach us to live within it for the sake of others. Strengthen this
congregation’s ministries of care and concern. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We praise you for
all those who have died trusting in your faithfulness. Bring us with them to the fullness
of your reign. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, using waves or peace
signs.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal:
you we praise and glorify, you we worship and adore.

You formed the earth from chaos;
you encircled the globe with air;



you created fire for warmth and light;
you nourish the lands with water.
You molded us in your image,
and with mercy higher than the mountains,
with grace deeper than the seas,
you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own.

That also we, estranged and dying,
might be adopted to live in your Spirit,
you called to us through the life and death of Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Together as the body of Christ,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Son,
the first-born of your new creation.
We remember his life lived for others,
and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth.
We await his coming,
when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom,
all our sins and sorrows will be no more.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate,



send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit,
whose breath revives us for life,
whose fire rouses us to love.
Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food.
Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit,
that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Holy and benevolent God,
receive our praise and petitions,
as Jesus received the cry of the needy,
and fill us with your blessing,
until, needy no longer and bound to you in love,
we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb:
through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One,
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Friends of Jesus, receive nourishment for your journey. Taste and see that the Lord is
good.

Receive the body of Christ, given for you.
Receive the blood of Christ, shed for you.

All are invited to eat and drink the communion elements they have with them.  If
desired, individuals from the same household may serve each other.



Prayer after Communion
God of steadfast love,
at this table you gather your people
into one body for the sake of the world.
Send us in the power of your Spirit,
that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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Blessing
You are what God made you to be:
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,
freed to serve your neighbor.
God bless you☩ that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen.

DISMISSAL

Postlude by Shirley Bergman
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BY THE NUMBERS
GIVING 2/19:
- CURRENT: $ 1,025
- BENEVOLENCE: $ 182
- IMPROVEMENT: $ 85
- EWALU $30
- LSI $30

CHECK REGISTER: $ 10,594.50
LOAN: $ 3747.27



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Military members: Jordan Leach is home from Sheppard AFB TX.  Both he and Justin
are at the 185th Air Refueling Wing in Sioux City, IA. If you know of anyone else
serving in the armed forces, please contact the church office
(secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org) or (827-6626). We’d like to remember them in
our prayers.

Prayer Requests: We know that this is currently an especially stressful time for health
care workers and school employees.  If you would like to include a healthcare worker
or school employee by name (first name only) in the prayers of intercession for this
season, please tell Pastor Kristen (pastor@americanlutheranjesup.org)
or Jessica (secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org) or (827-6626).

Lenten Midweek Offerings: Will be going to Lutheran Services in Iowa and Camp
Ewalu


