
Order of Worship for July 4, 2021
Season of Pentecost

Prelude by Shirley Bergman

Welcome

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
the God of manna,
the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.
Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,
help us.
It is hard to believe there is enough to share.
We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.
We turn to our own understanding
rather than trusting in you.
We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.
Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life
and feed us for life in the world.
Amen.

Beloved people of God:
in Jesus, the manna from heaven,
you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles,



there is always more than enough.
Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life,
you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.

OPENING HYMN: ELW 796 How Firm a Foundation

1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said
who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

2 "Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed,
for I am your God and will still give you aid;
I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand."

3 "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply.
The flames shall not hurt you; I only design
your dross to consume and your gold to refine."

4 "Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove
my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn,
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne."

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world,



for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house,
and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you,
we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to proclaim the
coming of your kingdom. Give us the courage you gave the apostles, that we
may faithfully witness to your love and peace in every circumstance of life, in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

First Reading: Ezekiel 2:1-5

In 597 BCE, the priest Ezekiel was removed into exile in Babylon. While there, he
received a vision of God appearing majestically on a chariot throne. Today’s reading
recounts God’s commissioning of Ezekiel during this vision. The prophet is to speak
God’s word to a people unwilling to hear.

1[A voice] said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you.2And
when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him
speaking to me. 3He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a
nation of rebels who have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have
transgressed against me to this very day. 4The descendants are impudent and
stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord
God.” 5Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall
know that there has been a prophet among them.

PSALM:  Psalm 123
 1To you I lift up my eyes,
  to you enthroned in the heavens.
 2As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, and the eyes of a
maid to the hand of her mistress,
  so our eyes look to you, O Lord our God, until you show us your mercy.
 3Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy,
  for we have had more than enough of contempt,
 4too much of the scorn of the indolent rich,
  and of the derision of the proud.

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10

Christians do not boast of their own accomplishments. Rather, Christian boasting
focuses attention on how the power of Christ is present in our lives, especially in times
of weakness and vulnerability. No matter what our circumstances in life, Christ’s grace
is sufficient for us.

2I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third
heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. 3And I



know that such a person—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God
knows—4was caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no
mortal is permitted to repeat. 5On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own
behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. 6But if I wish to boast, I will not be a
fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think better
of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, 7even considering the exceptional
character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was
given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too
elated. 8Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, 9but he
said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So,
I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell
in me. 10Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions,
and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.

Gospel Acclamation from ELW Setting 3 (Alleluia)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Gospel: Mark 6:1-13

At home and abroad, Jesus and his disciples encounter resistance as they seek to
proclaim God’s word and relieve affliction.

The holy Gospel according to St. Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1[Jesus] came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.2On the sabbath he
began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They
said, “Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him?
What deeds of power are being done by his hands! 3Is not this the carpenter, the son
of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters
here with us?” And they took offense at him. 4Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are
not without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own
house.” 5And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a
few sick people and cured them. 6And he was amazed at their unbelief.
  Then he went about among the villages teaching. 7He called the twelve and began
to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8He
ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no
money in their belts; 9but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. 10He said to
them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. 11If any place



will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that
is on your feet as a testimony against them.” 12So they went out and proclaimed that
all should repent. 13They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were
sick and cured them.

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 396 Spirit of Gentleness
Refrain

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,
blow through the wilderness calling and free;
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,
stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea.

1 You moved on the waters, you called to the deep,
then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep;
and over the eons you called to each thing:
"Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings." Refrain

2 You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand,
and you goaded your people with a law and a land;
and when they were blinded with idols and lies,
then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. Refrain

3 You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill,
then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still;
and down in the city you called once again,
when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. Refrain

4 You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes.
From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams;
our women see visions, our men clear their eyes.
With bold new decisions your people arise. Refrain

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,



who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us come before the triune God in prayer.

A brief silence.

God of all, through the waters of baptism you claim people of all races, ethnicities, and
languages as your beloved children. Sustain the baptized and increase their faith, that
your gospel may be proclaimed throughout the earth. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of the heavens, your creating Spirit animates the universe. We give you thanks for
the moon and stars, for the planets and the Milky Way Galaxy, and for all of the
mysteries of the cosmos that remain unknown to us. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of freedom, you have liberated us from sin and death and rescue us from all forms
of spiritual, social, and political oppression. Defend us from tyrants in our midst and
deliver us from all forms of slavery or corruption. Direct our freedom for works of
liberation and wholeness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of compassion, you became vulnerable in the person of Jesus Christ in solidarity
with the disempowered. Strengthen those who feel faint, give courage to those who
fear, and bring wholeness to those in need, especially those we name in our hearts.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.



God of holiness, you send us out into the world to proclaim your love. We pray for the
outreach ministries of our congregation and of the Jesup Ministerial Association. Equip
us as we leave this place to witness and serve our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We give you thanks that in every time and place you call forth prophets who move us
towards freedom. Thank you for those who work for human rights, community
organizers, and all who strive for liberty for all. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection,
you pour out the fire of your Spirit,
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY from ELW Setting 3
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Invitation to Communion
Friends of Jesus, receive nourishment for your journey. Taste and see that the Lord is
good.

All are invited to come forward and receive an individual package of bread and wine.
Do not open your individual package of bread and wine until you return to your seat.
Baggies for disposal are on the end of the pews. If you do not feel comfortable coming
forward to receive communion, Pastor will bring it to your seat.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life,
we have received from your table
more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal,
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.
Amen.

Blessing
The blessing of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN: ELW 888 How Beautiful for Spacious Skies
1 O beautiful for spacious skies,

for amber waves of grain,
for purple mountain majesties
above the fruited plain:
America! America!
God shed his grace on thee,
and crown thy good with brotherhood
from sea to shining sea.

2 O beautiful for heroes proved



in liberating strife,
who more than self their country loved,
and mercy more than life:
America! America!
May God thy gold refine,
till all success be nobleness,
and ev'ry gain divine.

3 O beautiful for patriot dream
that sees beyond the years
thine alabaster cities gleam,
undimmed by human tears:
America! America!
God mend thine ev'ry flaw,
confirm thy soul in self-control,
thy liberty in law.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
And have fun doing it.
We will!  Amen!

Postlude by Shirley Bergman

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Attendance 6/27/21: 22

Check Register Balance 7/2/21
Current: $8,911.54
Bank Loan: $0.00 Balance :)

Offering:6/27/21
Current: $1,974
Benevolence: $57
Improvement: $105
Vacation Bible School: $210
EWLU: $100
Jubilee Payment: $2,786.27



Announcements

Military members: Jordan Leach is home from Sheppard AFB TX.  Both he and Justin
are at the 185th Air Refueling Wing in Sioux City, IA. If you know of anyone else
serving in the armed forces, please contact the church office
(secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org) or (827-6626). We’d like to remember them in
our prayers.

**Pastoral Care: Pastor Kristen is available for pastoral care by phone at
563-212-1366.

Custodian Position: Kristi Clayton, our custodian, has decided to retire from her
position at our church. She has offered to stay on until we find a replacement. If
anyone knows of someone who would be interested in becoming our custodian, please
contact a member of the church council or Pastor.
We are also still looking for a council treasurer as well. We have had contact with the
synod to possibly help alleviate some of the responsibilities.
If anyone is interested in either position please let us know.
Thank you,
Church Council

Summer Food Program: ALC is collecting instant oatmeal, as well as varieties of
cereal.  ALC and Jubilee will pack the Summer Food Distribution boxes on
Wednesday, July 21, at 4:30-6pm at St. A's school cafeteria.  Contact Pastor Kristen if
you have any questions. Donations can be left at Shirley Bergman’s (Across the street
from the church) during the week.

VBS Donations: American Lutheran is responsible for providing the following items for
VBS. If you can donate any of these items you may leave them at the back of the
church or with Shirley Bergman during the week.
6 pkgs stickers: nature, flowers, birds
5 boxes of 5pk modeling clay
lots of small twigs
pkg of 100 pipe cleaners
1 pkg of 100 brown paper lunch bag

Vacation Bible School: Jesup Community Wide VBS will take place Aug 15-17,
5:45pm-8pm, at the Land-O-Corn Park, with a program on Aug 18 at 7pm.  VBS is for 4
year olds through those entering 5th grade.  3 year olds are welcome if they have a
responsible adult accompanying them.  Those entering 6th grade and up can be
volunteers. Those wishing to register and/or volunteer can go to the Jesup Community
Wide VBS Facebook Page at
https://www.facebook.com/Jesup-Community-Wide-VBS-582888165057768, or contact
Pastor Kristen.

https://www.facebook.com/Jesup-Community-Wide-VBS-582888165057768


Pr Kristen vacation contacts: Pastor Kristen will be taking vacation time July 3-July
10.  If any pastoral emergencies occur during this time, you may contact Pr. Amy
Eisenmann from Bethlehem Lutheran in Cedar Falls at (319) 266-3541.  She will also
be taking vacation time July 26-Aug 8, and will be away at Continuing Education Aug
9-11.  If any pastoral emergencies occur during this time, you may contact Pr. Nathan
Clements from American Lutheran in La Porte City at (319) 415-2667.

https://www.google.com/search?q=bethlehem+lutheran+church+cedar+falls&rlz=1CAKDZI_enUS892US892&oq=bethlehem+lutheran+church+cedar+falls&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i39i175i199j69i60l3.2291j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#

