Worship in the time of COVID-19
An order of worship for June 7, 2020
Holy Trinity Sunday

Welcome by Pastor Kristen

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. Amen.

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. After | say the phrase, “God, have
mercy,” please repeat, “God, have mercy.”

Reconciling God, we confess that we sin in thought, word, and deed. We confess that
we participate in and benefit from sinful systems that are present in our culture. God,
have mercy.

God, have mercy.

We confess the sin of racism and condemn racist rhetoric and the ideology of white
supremacy. We confess the sin of racism that has been manifested in this country
through slavery, the removal of indigenous peole, Jim Crow policies, racial
segregation, the terror of lynching, extrajudicial killings by law enforcement, and the
disproportionate incarceration of people of color. God, have mercy.

God, have mercy.

As church, we confess, repent, and repudiate the times when the ELCA has been
silent in the face of racial injustice. God, have mercy.

God, have mercy.

As the body of Christ, we confess that we have often feared difference and not
recognized others as the image of God. We have not followed Jesus’ example of
welcoming the outsiders and the oppressed. We have not worked for justice and
reconciliation for all people. God, have mercy.

God, have mercy.

We confess that the sin of racism separates us from one another. Though we trust that
we are reconciled to God through Christ’s death and resurrection, we seek such
life-giving reconciliation with one another. As we repent, let us not turn back to



ideologies that promote white supremacy. We trust that God can make all things new.
God, have mercy.

God, have mercy.

Holy God, by your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit,
lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy, we have peace with God
through + Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.

Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope and work for love, justice, and
reconciliation, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

Song: Have Mercy On Us

Prayer of the Day

God of heaven and earth, before the foundation of the universe and the
beginning of time you are the triune God: Author of creation, eternal Word of
salvation, life-giving Spirit of wisdom. Guide us to all truth by your Spirit, that we
may proclaim all that Christ has revealed and rejoice in the glory he shares with
us. Glory and praise to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20

After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them
to baptize and teach all nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had
directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18And
Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey
everything that | have commanded you. And remember, | am with you always, to the
end of the age.”

Sermon by Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton



Hymn: Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW 413)

1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,

casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,

which wert and art, and evermore shalt be.

3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see,
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
perfect in pow'r, in love and purity.

4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!

All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!

God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

Apostle’s Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,



and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Gathered into the mystery of the Trinity, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of
God’s creation.

God of community, you form us as your church. Guide our bishops, pastors, and
deacons as they lead the church in these trying times. With all the baptized, may they
be strengthened to share the good news of Jesus Christ, and in prayer and action,
strive for peace and justice in all the earth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of creation, you called everything into being. Sustain this world with your renewing
care. Instill in us a deeper wonder for the created world you’ve called good, and a
greater humility for our place within it. Kindle in us a creative and resilient spirit as we
care for the earth and its creatures. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of counsel, all authority belongs to you. Encourage leaders to seek wisdom and
respond with courage and compassion to those most in need. We pray for community
leaders in this time of unrest. Further the work of advocates who pursue justice in often
ignored communities. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of care, you created us in your image; we are your beloved children. May we
recognize your likeness in one another. We pray for all mourning the death of your
beloved child, George Floyd. Hold in your loving embrace all experiencing trauma, fear,
uncertainty, and loss. Protect vulnerable children and adults from violence or neglect;
provide what is needed for those lacking access to food, shelter, and other services.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of healing, you accompany us in sickness and suffering. Bring relief to all afflicted
with the coronavirus and all those isolated now more than ever, especially those in
prison or care facilities. Strengthen caregivers, health workers, and all whose work
ensures the safety and wellbeing of others. Console, heal, and nourish all in need this
day. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of connection, you call us to make your presence known. Accompany people of
faith as they nurture relationships in new ways. Where the sin of racism fractures our
relationships, bring repentance and reconciliation. Free us for the difficult work ahead



in our congregations and communities. Open our hearts for attentive listening so that
our places of connection are filled with your Spirit. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of compassion, you comfort us in our grief with the promise of the resurrection.
We give you thanks for the saints of all time and in our lives. Comfort all who mourn,
especially the family and friends of Darlene Bronner. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,thy will be done,on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Song: Let Streams of Living Justice (ELW 710)

1 Let streams of living justice
flow down upon the earth;

give freedom'’s light to captives,
let all the poor have worth.

The hungry's hands are pleading,
the workers claim their rights,
the mourners long for laughter,
the blinded seek for sight.

Make liberty a beacon,

strike down the iron pow'r;
abolish ancient vengeance:
proclaim your people's hour.

2 For healing of the nations, for peace that will not end, for love that makes us
lovers, God grant us grace to mend.

Weave our varied gifts together;

knit our lives as they are spun;

on your loom of time enroll us

till our thread of life is run.

O great weaver of our fabric,

bind church and world in one;



dye our texture with your radiance,
light our colors with your sun.

3 Your city's built to music;

we are the stones you seek;
your harmony is language;

we are the words you speak.
Our faith we find in service,

our hope in others' dreams,
our love in hand of neighbor;
our homeland brightly gleams.
Inscribe our hearts with justice;
your way—the path untried;
your truth—the heart of stranger;
your life—the Crucified.

A PRAYER FOR THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT AMONG THE PEOPLE OF GOD.
The following ecumenical call to common prayer can be found on the Ecumenical and
Inter-Religious Relations Blog.

God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the hope you
provide in times of uncertainty and loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your
holy fire. Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: a people who pray, worship,
learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and
grow in the Spirit. Wherever and however we gather, unite us in common prayer and
send us in common mission, that we and the whole creation might be restored and
renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
The holy Three, the holy One increase your hope, strengthen your faith, deepen
your love, and + grant you peace. Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!
And have fun doing it! We willl Amen!
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