Worship in the time of COVID-19
An order of worship for Oct 11, 2020
The Season After Pentecost

Prelude by Shirley Bergman

Welcome by Pastor Kristen

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured
out your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us
by what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of
righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Psalm 23

1The Lord is my shepherd;
| shall not be in want.

2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.

3You restore my soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

4Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.



Psalm Video-- All of My Days (Psalm 23), by Richard Bruxvoort Colligan

Chorus: All of my days, God’s mercy follows
All of my days, God’s love surrounds
All of my days, all of my days.

1. Into green pastures, beside the still waters,
along the good paths, and through the dark valleys

Chorus

2. Among my enemies, you call me to table
Your deepest blessing, my cup overflows

Chorus

3. Always in God’s heart, | shall be forever,
Always in God’s heart, we shall be forever

Chorus
Scripture: Romans 8:31-39

31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against
us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will
he not with him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge
against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ
Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who
indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? 36As it is written,

"For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved
us. 38For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.



The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Instrumental Music by Shirley Bergman

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, using waves or
peace signs.

Prayers of Intercession
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all those in need.

A brief silence.

Loving God, bless your church during this time of pandemic and uncertainty.
When so many things look different from what we are used to, help us to
remember that you are in our midst and working through us. We pray for
bishops, teachers, church leaders, and all children of God as we learn new
ways to reach out with your love during this time. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Loving God, as creation waits with eager longing for redemption, protect your
creatures that are mistreated. Restore valleys, mountains and pastures, and still
and running waters. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Loving God, as you set a table in the presence of enemies, so bless the efforts
of diplomats, international peace workers, and world leaders who navigate
conflict. May they proceed with dialogue and understanding, so that justice and
peace prevails. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Loving God, bring rest to all who are weary, comfort to all who mourn, and
healing to all who are ill. We pray especially this day for all who suffer from
Covid-19, for all who mourn loved ones who have died from Covid-19, and for
those who are suffering from the economic effects of the pandemic. Strengthen



and protect doctors, medical care workers, and caretakers. Guide the work of
scientists and researchers who are seeking treatments and vaccines for
Covid-19. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Loving God, as we remember those who have died and are gathered at the
heavenly banquet, comfort us with your presence. Assure us of your peace at
all times. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we
pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Prayer of Confession & Forgiveness

Merciful God, we do not presume to come to your table trusting in our own
righteousness, but in your abundant mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat and drink the body and blood of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that we
may live in him and he in us, now and forever.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:



This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Friends of Jesus, receive nourishment for your journey. Taste and see that the
Lord is good.

Receive the body of Christ, given for you.
Receive the blood of Christ, shed for you.



All are invited to eat and drink the communion elements they have with them. If
desired, individuals from the same household may serve each other.

Prayer after Communion

God of the welcome table,

in this meal we have feasted on your goodness
and have been united by your presence among us.
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts

so that we may share your neighborly love with all,
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.
Amen.

Blessing

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,

nor things present, nor things to come,

nor powers, nor height, nor depth,

nor anything else in all creation,

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, * Jesus, the Christ,

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,

bless you and keep you in eternal love.

Amen.

Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

And have fun doing it.

We will! Amen!

Postlude by Shirley Bergman
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