Worship in the time of COVID-19
An order of worship for Sept 6, 2020
The Season After Pentecost

Welcome by Pastor Kristen

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy.
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is
harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Psalm: Psalm 119:33-40

33Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes,
and | shall keep it to the end.

34Give me understanding, and | shall keep your teaching;
| shall keep it with all my heart.

35Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for that is my desire.

36Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to unjust gain.

37Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;
give me life in your way.

38Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you.



39Turn away the reproach that | dread,
because your judgments are good.

40Behold, | long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me.

Psalm Song: Lead Me, Lead Me
Chorus:

Lead me Lead me down the road | love
Teach me how to journey faithfully
Lead me Lead me down the road | love
Teach me how to journey faithfully

Verse 1:

Turn my eyes and turn my heart
Give me life in wonder

Help me understand the art
of living in your promise

Verse 2:

Give me life and help me train
How | love your Torah

Help me understand the way
Delighting in your promise

Children’s Sermon

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who
went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing
with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard.
3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the
marketplace; 4and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and | will pay
you whatever is right.” So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and
about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and



found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here
idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them,
“You also go into the vineyard.” 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard
said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with
the last and then going to the first.” 9When those hired about five o’clock came,
each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily
wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner,
12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to
us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” 13But he
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with
me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; | choose to
give to this last the same as | give to you. 15Am | not allowed to do what |
choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because | am generous?’
16So0 the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

Sermon

Hymn ELW 608, Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling

1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,
calling for you and for me.
See, on the portals he's waiting and watching,
watching for you and for me.

Refrain
"Come home, (Come home,)

come home! (come home!)
You who are weary, come home."
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,
calling, "O sinner, come home!"

2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading,
pleading for you and for me?
Why should we linger and heed not his mercies,
mercies for you and for me? Refrain

3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised,



promised for you and for me!
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon,
pardon for you and for me. Refrain

Prayers of Intercession
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world,
and all those in need.

A brief silence.

Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation.
Bless the cooperative work of churches in this community. Strengthen
ecumenical partnerships; guide the work of the Lutheran World Federation and
the World Council of Churches. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have
entrusted to our care. Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood,
storms, or pollution. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward
peace and cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors.
Guide legislators, civil servants, judges, and police toward laws that protect the
well-being of all. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice
and those yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors
to the outcast. Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Watch over all who suffer from Covid-19 and its effects. Bring healing to those
who are ill, comfort to those who are grieving, and hope to those who have lost
jobs. Inspire the work of those who are seeking treatments and vaccines. Lord,
in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.



Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape
societies to ensure fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors
in and through our work. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped
them, equip us with your protection and power, until with them we see your
salvation. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your
mercy; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,hallowed be thy name,thy kingdom
come,thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

Hymn ELW 836, Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
Joyful, joyful we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee,
praising thee, their sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
drive the gloom of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day.

2 All thy works with joy surround thee,
earth and heav'n reflect thy rays,
stars and angels sing around thee,
center of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flow'ry meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird, and flowing fountain
call us to rejoice in thee.



3 Thou art giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blest,
wellspring of the joy of living,
ocean-depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our brother,
all who live in love are thine;
teach us how to love each other,
lift us to the joy divine!

Blessing

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,

nor things present, nor things to come,

nor powers, nor height, nor depth,

nor anything else in all creation,

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, '+ Jesus, the Christ,

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,

bless you and keep you in eternal love.

Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!
And have fun doing it. We will! Amen!
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BY THE NUMBERS

Check Register Balance 8/28/20 Offering: 8/30/2020
15,662.27 Current: $1,366
Operating Bank Loan: $5,662.27 Benevolence: $52
PPP Loan Balance: No charge Improvement: $85

Lutheran Disaster Relief: $100



ANNOUNCEMENT
Lutheran World Relief School Kits: It is that time of year again when stores have an
abundance of school supplies for the coming academic year and parents are busy shopping
for these supplies. The Sunday newspapers have sale flyers with their Back to School
specials. Although the coming school year may be a bit different from what we are
accustomed to, the need for school supplies remains. The same is true for Lutheran World
Relief School Kits. For many years, American Lutheran has prepared many backpack school
kits to be sent to Lutheran World Relief which we would like to continue again this year.
Despite the coronavirus pandemic the need for these does not go away. Therefore, we are
asking for donations of supplies to meet a goal of 25 backpacks. The requested items
needed are:

- 70 sheet wide or college-ruled spiral bound notebooks (4 are needed per backpack)

- 30-centimeter ruler or a ruler with cms on one side & inches on the other (1 per

backpack)

- Small pencil sharpener (1 per backpack)

- Pair of blunt scissors (1 per backpack)

- Blue or black ballpoint pens (no gel ink) (5 needed per backpack)

- Box of 16 or 24 crayons (1 per backpack)

- 2 V2 inch pencil eraser (1 per backpack)

Heavy-duty cotton fabric is needed to make the backpacks. If you would like to donate money
toward the purchase of this material, you may do so by placing funds in an envelope
referencing the Lutheran World Relief School Kit project and given to Mike Waring, Financial
Secretary. If more money is collected than needed for the school kits, it will be directed to
purchase needed materials for the LWR quilts that are made each year. The Quilters of our
congregation will be making the drawstring backpacks in which to place the school kits.

Since the church building is currently closed due to the coronavirus pandemic,
supplies can be dropped off at the home of Mary Adams, 1215 Hawley Street, Jesup. A
table will be set up in the garage just inside the walk-in door for drop off. She can be
reached at 827-3365 or (319) 269-3478 if you need to call.

Items will be needed by October 15th and will be packed up and taken to the Fall
In-Gathering scheduled for November 7th. Thank you for your continued support of this
annual fall project.



