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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE BY Shirley Bergman

ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH BY CONNIE & MERRITT JONES

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah ELW #240 vs.1-2  is sung while the Jones Family light the second candle
Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise. 

Light two candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward.
 
GATHERING SONG
COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS

COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS, 	BORN TO SET THY PEOPLE FREE; FROM OUR FEARS AND SINS RELEASE US; LET US FIND OUR REST IN THEE. ISRAEL'S STRENGTH AND CONSOLATION, HOPE OF ALL THE EARTH THOU ART, DEAR DESIRE OF EV'RY NATION, JOY OF EV'RY LONGING HEART.

BORN THY PEOPLE TO DELIVER, BORN A CHILD, AND YET A KING; BORN TO REIGN IN US FOREVER, NOW THY GRACIOUS KINGDOM BRING. 	BY THINE OWN ETERNAL SPIRIT RULE IN ALL OUR HEARTS ALONE; BY THINE ALL-SUFFICIENT MERIT RAISE US TO THY GLORIOUS THRONE.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE(ELW p. 149) This is the Feast
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. Alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING:Isaiah 11:1-10
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence.
The reading may be announced: 
A reading from Isaiah.
 1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.  He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear, 4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist   and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb;   the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the lion will feed together,   and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together;  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain,  for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.  10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.
The reading may be concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM:72:1-7, 18-19
 1 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son;
 2 that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice;
 3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
  and the hills, in righteousness.
 4 Let him defend the needy among the people,
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.
 5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
  from one generation to another.
 6 Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
  like showers that water the earth.
 7 In his time may the righteous flourish;
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
 18 Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel;
  you alone do wondrous deeds!
 19 And blessed be your glorious name forever,
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.R

SECOND READING:Romans 15:4-13
God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God’s family.
The reading may be announced: 
A reading from Romans.
 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

  7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors 9 and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
 “Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles and sing praises to your  name”; 10 and again he says,  “Rejoice, Ogentiles, with his people”; 11 and again, “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”;
12 and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule  the gentiles; in him the gentiles shall hope.” 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
The reading may be concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION(ELW p. 151) Alleluia
Please stand as you are able
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

GOSPEL:3:1-12
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come.
The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’”
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.
  7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
  11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
The assembly is seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY O God, Why Are You Silent(ELW 703)
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
1 O God, why are you silent? I cannot hear your voice; the proud and strong and violent all claim you and rejoice; you promised you would hold me with tenderness and care. Draw near, O Love, enfold me,
and ease the pain I bear. 

2 My hope lies bruised and battered, my wounded heart is torn; my spirit spent and shattered by life's relentless storm; will you not bend to hear me, my cries from deep within? Have you no word to cheer me when night is closing in?

3 Through endless nights of weeping, through weary days of grief,
my heart is in your keeping, my comfort, my relief. Come, share my tears and sadness, come, suffer in my pain, oh, bring me home to gladness, restore my hope again.

4 May pain draw forth compassion, let wisdom rise from loss; oh, take my heart and fashion the image of your cross; then may I know your healing through healing that I share, your grace and love revealing,
your tenderness and care. 

NINCENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and  apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER SONG ELW 262
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. X2

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Stir up your power, O God, and come; Come Lord Jesus.

PEACE

OFFERING

OFFERING (ELW 186)  Create in me a clean heart, O God
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.

OFFERING PRAYER
 Let us pray.
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING (p 144)
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY(ELW p. 144)

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE LORDS PRAYER (ELW P.145)

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

 BLESSINGAlmighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen
SENDING SONG Prepare the Royal Highway(ELW 264)

1 Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near! Let ev'ry hill and valley a level road appear! Then greet the King of glory,
foretold in sacred story: 

Refrain
Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God's word!

2 God's people, see him coming: your own eternal king! Palm branches strew before him! Spread garments! Shout and sing!
God's promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain

3 Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised king! Your king, yet ev'ry nation its tribute too may bring. All lands will bow before him; their voices join your singing: Refrain

4 His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heav'n above. His rule is peace and freedom and justice, truth, and love. So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding: Refrain

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCMENTS
Prayer Chain
Contact Kaye Jones (kayejns@gmail.com) or the church office (secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org) with any prayer concerns.

Thanksgiving & Christmas Giving
All special Thanksgiving and Christmas offerings will go directly to the Independence Area Food Pantry. Thank you for supporting families in our community this holiday season.

In Our Prayers: Wendel, Gene, Shirley, Jeanne, Bill, Sharon, Jeanne, Debbie, and Marie.

Poinsettias are available for $12. If purchasing in memory of a loved one, please leave a note for the secretary. Will need names and money by December 17th.

LAMP articles due December 10th 
 
Thank you to everyone who has donated shoes to Soles4Souls! We have reached 2,000 pairs toward our 10,000-pair goal.
As you gather with family and friends this holiday season, please help spread the word — we have just nine months left to reach our goal!
If you know of any consignment shops with shoes to spare, please let Chris know so she can connect with them. Have a blessed Christmas!

Join us on December 21 for our Children’s Christmas Program with special guest Bishop Jones! He’ll be leading worship and offering a special message.
Bring your family, invite a friend, and let’s pack the pews! 
 (
ASSISTING THIS SUNDAY:
Pastor: Pat Mohr-Kelly
Music: Shirley Bergman
Usher:  Randy & Iva Ruehs
Deacon: Mary Adams
Reader: Mary Adams
Fellowship:
 Sara Borland
BY THE NUMBERS 
Attendance 11/30/2025
9am Cancelled due to weather
4pm 16
Offering: 11/16/2025
Current: $725
Benevolence: $75
Improvement: $25
LDR $50
Funds for Leaders $100
) 
THIS WEEK AT ALC
Sunday Dec. 7th
9am Worship with Holy Communion
4pm Praise Worship
Monday Dec. 8th
5:30pm Budget workshop & Council Meeting
Tuesday, Dec. 9th
9am Quilting
Wednesday, Dec. 10th
6:00pm Worship Wednesday
7pm Advent Worship 
LAMP articles due
Sunday, Dec 14th
9am Worship with Holy Communion

Current Balance as of 10/31/2025
Checking: $11,191.14
Savings:$55,241.48
Improvement $41,893.53. 


.
