AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
HANGING OF THE Greens
Sunday, November 30, 2025.


PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Happy New Year! The Christian Year begins at Advent. And this way of beginning is itself significant. You might think the year would begin with the trumpets of Easter, or the softness of Christmas Eve, or the fires of Pentecost — but on the contrary, we begin in the shadows of despair, war, sorrow, and hate. For it’s precisely there that the God of grace will arrive, and accordingly, it’s precisely there that God’s church is called to light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love. It’s worth remembering this deep poetry: as the Christian new year begins, we join hands and enter the darkness, actively waiting, singing, and praying anew for God’s light to overwhelm the world.
To help proclaim that God’s new world is at hand, the people of the Salt Project have written four alternative candle lighting litanies to use during the holy season of Advent. Each begins by telling the truth about a world that is all too barren of God’s hope, peace, joy, and love. Then, after the candle has been lit, we cry out with all people of faith–past, present, and future–that God is, even now, overwhelming the world!
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH     HOPE
Reader One: When I look around, I see shadows of hunger. Particularly in this time of pandemic, so many neighbors, nearby and around the world, will go to bed hungry tonight.
Reader Two: When I look around, I see shadows of injustice, the rich getting richer and the poor getting poorer–and someone somewhere will fall asleep under a bridge tonight.
Reader One: In the face of hunger, we light a candle of hope.
Reader Two: In the face of injustice, in the face of despair, we light a candle of hope.
ELW 240 vs.1 is sung while the Becker Family light the first candle
Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 	let the light banish darkness. He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise. 
   
Reader One: Let the light from this candle say to all that God’s hope is coming, on earth as it already is in heaven.
Please stand as able

OPENING HYMN:  “People Look East”  #248 vs.1-2
People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table. People, look east, and sing today-- Love, the Guest, is on the way.

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there. Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flow'r may flourish. People, look east, and sing today--
Love, the Rose, is on the way.

Call to Worship
L:  How shall we prepare God’s house for the coming of God’s Royal Son?
C:  With branches of cedar, the tree of royalty.
L:  How shall we prepare God’s house for the coming of the eternal Christ?
With garlands of pine and fir, whose leaves are ever living,
 evergreen.
How shall we prepare God’s house for the coming of our 
Savior?
C:  With wreaths of holly and ivy, telling of Jesus’ passion, death, and resurrection.
L:  How shall we prepare our hearts for the coming of the Son of God?
C:  By hearing again the words of the prophets who foretold the saving work of God.
L:  God’s love for the world is so great God sent Jesus into the world that we might be saved through Him.
C:  Glory to God in the highest and peace to God’s people on earth!

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the refining fire of the Holy Spirit, and the peace of God, which surpasses understanding, be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray,
Lord Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
 
Please be seated

First Reading: To Us a Child is Given   Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
                       
Hymn:  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”   #254 vs1-2
                          (Manger is set in place)
1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art, dear desire of ev'ry nation, joy of ev'ry longing heart.

2 Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king; born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; by thine all-sufficient merit
raise us to thy glorious throne.

SECOND READING   God Promises Eternal Life      Isaiah 61:1-4

HYMN:  “Hark, the Glad Sound”    #239
                         (Garland is placed in windows)
Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, 	the Savior promised long; let ev'ry heart prepare a throne and ev'ry voice a song.

He comes the pris'ners to release, in Satan's bondage held. 	The gates of brass before him burst, 	the iron fetters yield.

THIRD READING   God’s People Will Blossom With Life     Isaiah 61:10-11
HYMN:  “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”    #244 vs 1-2
                       (Poinsettia is placed on stand by altar) 
Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 	The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 	at midnight comes the cry.

The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near; go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear. The marriage feast is waiting; 	the gates wide open stand. Arise, O heirs of glory; the bridegroom is at hand.

FOURTH READING God Promises to Surround Us with Love    Luke 1:68-79
HYMN:  “Blessed Be the God of Israel”     #250
                       (Wreaths are hung on arches)
Blessed be the God of Israel who comes to set us free and raises up new hope for us: a Branch from David’s tree. So have the prophets long declared  that with a mighty arm God would turn back our enemies and all who wish us harm.

With promised mercy will God still the covenant recall, the oath once sworn to Abraham, from foes to save us all; that we might worship without fear and offer lives of praise, 	in holiness and righteousness to serve God all our days.

My child, as prophet of the Lord	you will prepare the way,to tell God’s people they are saved from sin’s eternal sway. Then shall God’s mercy from on high shine forth and never cease to drive away the gloom of death and lead us into peace.

FIFTH READING  God Promises to Surround Us with Light     Isaiah 60:1-6
HYMN:  “He Came Down”   #253
 (Chrismon’s are hung on the trees)
He came down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love; hallelujah forevermore.

He came down that we may have light; he came down that we may have light; he came down that we may have light; hallelujah forevermore.

SIXTH READING  O God, Fill Us With Hope         Luke 1:46-55
HYMN:      “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”  #251
       (Pulpit, & lectern are dressed with blue paraments)

My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord; I sing my Savior's praise! You looked upon my lowliness, and I am full of grace. Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age this blessing shall proclaim— great wonders you have done for me, and holy is your name.

To all who live in holy fear  your mercy ever flows. With mighty arm you dash the proud, their scheming hearts expose. The ruthless you have cast aside, the lowly throned instead; the hungry filled with all good things, the rich sent off unfed.

HOMILY

SERMON HYMN: 
Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn #242 vs 1-2
Please Stand as able
Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,  for angels herald its dawning. Sing out your joy, for soon he is born,  behold! the Child of our longing. Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts together, he opens wide the heav'nly door  and lives now inside us forever.

To us, to all in sorrow and fear,  Emmanuel comes a-singing, 	his humble song is quiet and near,  yet fills the earth with its ringing; music  to heal the broken soul  and hymns of lovingkindness, the thunder of his anthems roll  to shatter all hatred and blindness. 

PROCESSION OF FAITH – APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYER SONG “Wait for the Lord”  ELW 262 sung twice
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
STIR UP YOUR POWER, O GOD, AND COME; COME LORD JESUS.
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING
Please Stand
OFFERTORY  “LORD, LET MY HEART BE GOOD SOIL”   WOV #713 (BLUE)
LORD, LET MY HEART BE GOOD SOIL, OPEN TO THE SEED OF YOUR WORD.
LORD, LET MY HEART BE GOOD SOIL, WHERE LOVE CAN GROW AND PEACE IS UNDERSTOOD. WHEN MY HEART IS HARD, BREAK THE STONE AWAY. WHEN MY HEART IS COLD, WARM IT WITH THE DAY. WHEN MY HEART IS LOST, LEAD ME ON YOUR WAY. LORD, LET MY HEART, LORD, LET MY HEART, LORD, LET MY HEART BE GOOD SOIL. 
 
Offertory Prayer
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. In the blessedness of your saints you have given us a glorious pledge of the hope of our calling; that, moved by their witness and supported by their fellowship, we may run with perseverance the race that is set before us and with them receive the unfading crown of glory. 
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION INTINCTION
BLESSING

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Lord God,
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
God most high, God with us, God poured out on us, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever.   
Amen.

SENDING HYMN: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”     #257    
 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh:
in strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way. Refrain

O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on Sinai's height
in ancient times you gave the law in cloud, and majesty, and awe. Refrain

O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan's tyranny;
from depths of hell your people save, and give them vict'ry o'er the grave. Refrain

O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav'nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. Refrain

 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; O Sun of justice, now draw near. Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadow put to flight. Refrain

O come, O King of nations, come, O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for you; restore the broken, make us new. Refrain

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. Refrain
        							
DISMISSAL    by ALC’s Children

POSTLUDE

Announcements
Advent Midweek Services  Wednesday at 7pm December 3-19th. Sue Hoey will be leading us in the Holden Evening Prayer service.
 The Bible Recap Project – Starts January 2026!
Join us beginning January 1, 2026 as we read through the Bible chronologically with the Bible Recap plan. Each day includes a short, easy-to-understand summary by Tara-Leigh Cobble.
We’ll also meet weekly for conversation and reflection.
Resources are available in the Narthex. Study Guides can be ordered from Amazon or Bethany House. All are welcome! 
Remember our members in your prayers: Wendel, Gene, Shirley, Jeanne , Bill , Sharon, Jeanne, Debbie and Marie
Prayer Chain: Contact Kaye  Jones kayejns@gmail.com or the office-secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org 
Noisy Offering – ELCA Good Gifts
Our November Noisy Offering will support ELCA Good Gifts! The Worship Wednesday children will help choose which gifts to purchase with the donations we collect — such as animals, school supplies, or clean water for families in need around the world.
Bring your change (and bills!) and join in the joy of giving. Together we can make a big difference through these small, noisy gifts! 
Thanksgiving & Christmas Giving As we enter this season of gratitude and joy, we invite you to share God’s love in a very meaningful way. All special Thanksgiving and Christmas contribution envelopes — along with designated holiday offerings — will go directly to the Independence Area Food Pantry.
Peanut Butter Drive – Supporting the Backpack Food Program
November is ALC’s month to help supply the Jesup Community School with peanut butter for their Backpack Food Program! This important program ensures students have nutritious food at home over the weekends — and peanut butter is one of the most requested items. Donations can be placed in the collection bin in the lower narthex.
THIS WEEK AT ALC Sunday, November 30th                                              1st Sunday of Advent Hanging of the Greens
9am Worship with Holy Communion                                                     3pm Confirmation                                                                                      4pm Contemporary Worship                                                             Wednesday, December 3rd 6pm Worship Wednesday                             7pm Advent Midweek Service                                                                 Thursday December 4th 9am Women's Bible Study                              Sunday, December 7th 9am Worship with Communion                      3pm Confirmation                                                                                         4pm Contemporary Worship
 BY THE NUMBERS                                                                              Attendance 11/23/2025                                                                                   9am 36  4pm 5                                                                                         Offering: 11/23/2025                                                                                  Current: $2280                                                                                    Benevolence: $670                                                                               Improvement: $25                                                                                 Good Gifts $187                                                                                               Food Pantry $65                                                                                                 Youth $50  
Current Balance as of 10/31/2025                                                          Checking: $11,191.14                                                                Savings:$55,241.48                                                                            Improvement $41,893.53  
ASSISTING THIS SUNDAY: Pastor: Pat Mohr-Kelly                                      Music: Shirley Bergman                                                                        Usher:  Cindy Gosse, Steph &  Neva Winkelpleck                                               Deacon: Amber Reuter                                                                          Fellowship: Mike & Chris Waring
