American Lutheran Church

June Council Meeting

June 8, 2026

The meeting was called to order at 6:28 pm by President Maureen Even.  Present were Maureen Even, Pastor Susan Friedrich, Mike Waring, Cindy Gosse, Sara Borland, Connie Hamilton, Mary Adams, and Sheila Collins.  Christy Phillips was absent.

Devotions were led by Pastor Susan with thoughts from the recent NEIA Synod C3 Conference and a prayer.

Mike made a motion to approve the agenda.  Second by Sara.  Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report – Cindy will renew the CD designated for sabbatical set aside at the best possible terms.  Cindy reviewed the Lightning Damage Insurance Settlement spreadsheet from last year’s storm.  We had a deductible of $7,500.00 and insurance paid $43,034.00.  Mike will contact Schindler for an overdue elevator inspection. The checking account balance at the end of May was $10,376.98.  The 5th Sunday in May will be tabulated in June.  No transfer of funds will be made to the savings account this month.  Sara made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Second by Sheila.  Motion carried.

Secretary’s Report – Mary made a motion to accept the minutes of the May 11, 2026 council meeting.  Second by Connie.  Motion carried.

Committee Reports
Hospitality – Connie discussed ways to invite people to sign up for fellowship.  Maureen will get gifts for Father’s Day Sunday.

Parish Ed/Youth – No report.

Property/Technology – Mike will investigate options for new flooring or carpet for the parsonage.  We are looking for a few items for Pastor Susan's use when she stays at the parsonage.  A list will be placed in the bulletin.  Donations will be greatly appreciated.  Mike continues to look for cost effective lawn maintenance for the church and the parsonage.  Garbage pickup for the parsonage will be canceled.

Scholarship – Council accepts the resignation of Pat Winblade from the committee.  We thank Pat for serving on and chairing this committee for many years.  She will submit her files for storage at the church.  We will look for a new member for this committee.

Worship and Music – Instead of services designated as “contemporary” Pastor Susan favors blended services with a variety of music.  We will purchase an accompanist edition of All Creation Sings from funds in the budget.  We can print individual songs (with permission) for the congregation to learn and decide if we want to purchase congregational hymnals.  The committee will meet with Pastor Susan and will discuss accompanist options.

Call Committee – No report.

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Susan is getting oriented and is happy to be here.  She attended the NEIA Synod C3 Conference and a Jesup Ministerial Association meeting.  She will be involved in setting up the council meetings' agendas.  She would like us to have a guest book at the usher’s stand so we can do follow-up correspondence.  We will need supply Pastors for June 28 and July 26 to cover Pastor Susan's Sundays off.
New Business
Sara made a motion that the $3,400.00 of Pastor Susan Friedrich’s total cash compensation be designated as housing allowance for the current year and for all future years, unless otherwise provided.  Second by Cindy.  Motion carried.  This approval allows Pastor Susan to deduct that amount from her taxable income and has no further effect upon our congregation or budget.

Pastor Susan will be doing visitation for shut ins as time allows.  She will give training in communion distribution for shut ins to anyone who is interested.  An item will be placed in the bulletin looking for volunteers.  ALC is scheduled for devotions at Winding Creek Meadows on July 1.

Sara made a motion to approve sending the budgeted $250.00 to the NEIA Synod C3 Conference.  Second by Connie.  Motion carried.  The funds go toward MYLE (Multicultural Youth Leadership Event) and the tAble (provides accessible environment) for youth gathering pre-events.

Old Business
Sara brought several beautiful wooden crosses handmade and donated by her Father, Richard Lensing to be given as future confirmation gifts.  A thank you will be sent.

Correspondence
Brotherhood Mutual Survey – declined.

Lutheran World Relief thank you for $100.00 for shipping costs for quilts and personal care kits.

Church Property Resource Hub flier – Course offerings.

ELCA World Hunger appeal.

Thank you for C3 offering.

Deacon Assignments for July
   5 – Ecumenical service

 12 – Mike Waring

 19 – Cindy Gosse

 26 – Mary Adams

The meeting closed with The Lord’s Prayer.

Sara made a motion to adjourn.  Second by Cindy.  The meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Sheila Collins,

Secretary
